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Waste Minimization & Recycling

The Office of Operations Mail Center receives approximately 50 tons of unwanted mail
each year. Reducing the amount of unwanted mail can help us reduce our environmental
footprint while improving the efficiency of the Mail Center. By reducing paper
consumption by 50 tons per year, we can help preserve about 750 trees annually. USDA
Office of Operations has started a pilot “Reduce Unwanted Mail Campaign” for all
USDA unwanted mail for the next several weeks. We are asking employees to help
reduce unwanted mail by getting their names off the mailing lists. You can either use a
postcard that was recently distributed by the Mail Center or place the mail in one of three
containers that were distributed in the South and Whitten Buildings. Boxes with the
“Reduce Unwanted Mail Campaign” are located at Wings 1 and 3 Headhouse First Floor
of the South Building and the Whitten Building A-Section Basement (near the Whitten
Cafeteria.)

Barbara Brooks, WASC/OO, has been contacting copanies to get unwanted mail off
mailing lists.

As noted in earlier updates, USDA Headquarters has made significant progress in
reducing the amount of waste we generate each year through all the Waste Minimization
and Recycling efforts occurring in the Complex. We have reduced the waste load so
much (40 tons per month) that we recently directed our Janitorial Services Contractor to
reduce the number of pickups of our trash compactors.




The above photo shows a Waste Management truck hauling away one of our 34 yard
trash compactors. Due to our waste reduction efforts, we no longer need daily pick ups.
We have been able to eliminate one pick up a week, thus eliminating 52 round trips of a
diesel truck each year. As a result of our efforts in reducing waste, we are anticipating
significant savings in fuel, further reducing our environmental impact.

November 15 is America Recycles Day. The USDA Headquarters Green Team
recognized the day by holding a Waste Minimization and Recycling Outreach event on
November 12 (Nov. 15 was a Saturday. The emphasis was on recycling batteries and
portable electronics and the “Reduce Unwanted Mail Campaign.”




During the outreach event, many office recycle containers were distributed and a lot of
batteries and portable electronics were collected from employees.

Energy Management

PEPCO and GSA Central Heating Plant are reporting that our energy usage in October
continued to show energy reductions compared to October 2007. Executive Order 13423
(Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management)
mandates, among other things, that we reduce our energy intensity by 30% (baseline year
2003) by 2015 and reduce our water consumption intensity by 16 percent (baseline year
2007) by 16% by 2016. So far the Headquarters Complex is on track to meet those
mandated reductions. Our Utility Energy Service Contract with Washington Gas is a key
vehicle to help us continue achieving those reductions in energy and water usage.

October is Energy Awareness Month. On October 23, the USDA Headquarters Green
Team sponsored an Energy Awareness Event in the South Cafeteria on Energy Star lights
and Bicycling Commuting. On the Jefferson Drive apron, a market test fuel cell vehicle
was on display.




Fuel Cells may one day replace fossil-fuel-driven internal combustion systems. With
high efficiencies and zero emissions, fuel cell vehicles could greatly reduce our
environmental impact. The Equinox handles a lot like a Toyota Prius hybrid, and without
the logos and decals, it looks a lot like our traditional automobile. It is only when you
look under the hood that you realize that this is a radically different kind of vehicle. For
more information on this cutting edge technology, see
http://www.da.usda.gov/HQs_GreenTeam/HydrogenVehicle.htm

Greening Food Service

USDA Headquarters Food Service is a showcase for Sustainable Food Operations. Our
Food Service Contractor, Sodexo, co-hosted a Sustainable Food Service Forum at the
USDA South Cafeteria in November. Food Service and Facility Management
representatives from various federal agencies attended the forum to learn about
sustainable food operations and how it is being implemented at USDA Headquarters.
Many of the food service vendors (cleaning products, fresh produce, paper products and
Biobased cafeteria-ware) that support Sodexo were also on hand to describe their efforts
to reduce the environmental impacts of their products and services.

In October, the Headquarters Green Team sponsored a “Greening the New Fiscal Year”
Event in the South Cafeteria. A wide array of Biobased products were on display. This
event included the introduction of a new bio-plastic water bottle, which is now available
in the headquarters cafeterias.




Recycling Cans are Here!

Blue plastic recycling cans are here. You can use these large blue plastic recycling by
placing them next to your desk for recycling waste papers. Computer and office papers,
newspapers, mixed and colored papers, telephone books, paperback and hardcover books,
staples and paper-clips, magazines and catalogues, shredded papers, envelopes and boxes
with plastic windows, and all other clean and dry papers are acceptable was waste paper.
What is unacceptable is waxed or plastic-coated papers, carbon papers, paper or
cardboard contaminated with food, and heavy metal fasteners. Once the can is full,
please dump the contents into the large cardboard recycling box in your office. If you
need a blue plastic recycling can, call the USDA Washington Area Service Center
(WASC) “Hotline” helpdesk at 720-6858.




