
UNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AG'JUCOLTURB
 

BEFORE THE SSCRBTAAY OF AGRICOLTORE
 

In re: 

Heidi Berry RiggQ and 
Bridgeport Nature 
Center, Inc. , 

Respondents 

) 
) 
) 

) 
} 

} 

) 

AKA Docket No. 98-34 

Consent Decision 
and Order 

•
This proceeding w~s instituted under the Animal Welt.~. Act, 

as amended (7 U.S.C. § 2131 gk ~.), by a complaint tiled by thM 

~dminietrator, AnimAl and Plant Health In.pection service, United 

States o.partment ot ~i~lture, alteg1ng that the re~Oftdents 

willfully violated the Act and the regulation. and standard. 

i ••ued pursuant to the ~ct (9 C.?R. J 1.1 ~ agg.). T.b1s 

decision ia ente~ed pursu~t to the consent deci.ion prov1uione 

ot the Ru~es of ~~actice applicable to this proceeding (7/C.F.R. 

5 1.138). 

The respondents admit the jurisdictional allegations in 

paragraph I of the co~plaint and specifioally admit that the' 

Secretary haa jurisdiction in this matter. neither admit no~ deny 

the remaining allegations, waive oral hearing and furthar 

procedure~ and consent and agree, for the purpose of settling 
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this proceeding and for BUch purpo•• only, to the entry of this 

decision. 

The complain~t agrees to the entry of this decieion. 

Findings of Fact 

(a) Respondent Heidi Berry Riggs i. an individual whose 

mailing address is Route 1, Box 192, B~idg.port, Texas 76426. 

(b) Responden~ Bridgeport Nature Center, Inc., is a
• 

corporation, and haG the same mailing address. 

(0) At all times ma~$rial he~eto, the respondents were 

lican••d and op.r~ting as an exhibitor as defin@d in the Act and 

the regulations and the actions of respondent Bridgeport Nature 

Center, Inc., were directed, managed, and controlled by 

respondent Heidi ierry Riggs. 

conclueipns 
/ 

The respondents haVing admieted the juri8diccional facta and 

the parties having agreed to the entry of this deciSion, such 

decision will be entered. 

Qrder 

1. Ra~pondents, thetr agents and employees, SUCCQ&80r8 and 

a&signa, direccly or through any corporace or o~her device, shall 

n~ violate the Act and the regulaeions and standard. issued 

thereunder, and in particular, shall noe: 
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(a) Fail to uti11z~ a sufficient numb.~ of adequately 

trained employees to ~aintain ~h. p~.scribed level of husbandry 

practicQ&; 

"(b) Fail to maintain suffieient diJitanee a.nd/or 

barriers between animals and general public during ~ublic 

(c) Fail to keep dangerou~ animals under dir.ct 

control and supervi&ion of a knowledgeable and experienced 

handler during public exhibition. 

(d) Fail to provide animals kept outdoors with shelter 

from inclement weather; 

(e) Fail ~o provide for the rap1d elimination of 

exoess water from housing fQcilitiQ8 for animals; 

(f) Fail to construct and maintain tranlllport 

enclosures for animals eo that they are adequately ventilated; 

(g) Fail to construct and maintain transport 

enclo8ureQ for animal. so that surfaces may be readily cleaned 

and sanitized or be replaced when n~cessaryl 

(h) Fail to mark t~an.port enclo9ur~s wieh the proper 

"Live Animal" and direceiO)')e.l arrows markings; 

(i) Fail to con~truct transpor~ enclosures tor animal. 

with projecting rime; and 
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(j) Fail to establish and maintain programs of disease 

control and pr.vention, euthanasia, and adequate veterinary care 

under ~he supervision and a881stancQ of • aoctor of veterinary 

medicine. 

2. Respondents are jointly and severally .sse.scd R ~ivil 

p8nQltyof $20,000,00, $6,000 of which shall b. paid by a 

certified check or money order made payable to th! Treasurer ot 

the United State8. Respondents shall, within 60 day. of the 

effectivQ date of this orde~, expend no 1.~G than $7,000 on 

training for ~ll its personnel regarding animal care, husbandry, 

and handling of exotic cats, and expend no less than $7,000 to 

develop and implement a ~ontinuing education program for its 

personnel in the areas of animal care, husbandry, and handling of 

exotic catS. The above expenditures ahall be subject to prior , 
and ongoing app~val by APHIS. 

3. Respondents ahall not exhibit any exotic cat. or o~her 

auimals in phot~aphic ~es8ione ~ith members of the public 

unless the animals ~rQ 1••A than .ix months in age and les8 th.n 

~even~y five pounds in we1ght. 

4. Respondence 3hall not exhibit any exotic cate or otber 

animals in phoeographic se3Bions with members of the public 
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unl.ss the animals are collared &nd on a leash no longer th~ 18 

inche8 in lengch at all times. 

s. Respondents shall not exhibit any exotic cat~ or other 

anima16 in photographic sessions with meMbers of the public 

unle8s the gan-ral public is kept away from the exhibit by & 

ba4rier a~ least fifteen feet from the exh1bit. 

6. ReBponclents shall have ellln-gency equipmQnt {e. g. , 

carbon-dioxide fire extingu1sherl available in order to repel any 

animal Which is threatening a member of the public. 

7. Respondents' license i. euspended for 30 day. beginning 

on September 19, 1998, and continuing thereatt.r until they 

dBmOustrate to the Animal and Plant Heal~h Inspection Serviee 

that they are in full compliance wi~h the Act, ~he regula~ions 

and standard- issued thereunder, and this order, inoluding 
,I 

payment of tbe civil penalty imposed herein. When respondents 

demonstrate to the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

that they have satisfied this condition, a ~uppl.mental order 

will be issued in th1e p~oceed1ng upon the motion of the Arii.al 

and Plant Health Inspection Service, terminating the .uspeneion. 

The provi9ion. of this order shall become effective on the 

first day after service of tn1s decision on tne respondents. 
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