
 
 
 
Richard Kahn has served as Director, Acquisition Management Division, Farm and 
Foreign Agricultural Service since 2005.  His Division provides support for the purchase 
of non-food goods and services for the Farm Service Agency, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service and the Risk Management Agency.  He has served as the Head of the Contracting 
Activity Designee for all 3 agencies for non-commodity procurements. In May 2008, he 
became the Acting Head of the Contracting Activity Designee for food commodities 
operations, as well.   
 
Michael McFarland is Chief of the Procurement Operations Division in the USDA 
Office of Procurement and Property Management.  He has over 18 years of government 
service in the acquisition field in USDA, including serving as the senior Contracting 
Officer for Information Technology procurements.  Prior to his government career, Mr. 
McFarland was the business manager for a small government contractor, and the 
business manager and lead salesperson for a small microcomputer systems company.   

Valencia Winstead is the Director, Design and Construction Division, Office of 
Operations.  She provides oversight and design for USDA major construction, 
modernization, repair, and alterations initiatives for the Washington, DC, Headquarters 
Complex and the George Washington Carver Center in Beltsville, Maryland.  In addition, 
she directs the Department’s Space Management Program, including assignments, 
relocations, and leasing for the USDA locations within the Washington Area National 
Capital Region.  Prior to joining the Office of Operations, Ms. Winstead served as the 
Agricultural Research Service’s Deputy Director for Design and Construction and was 
responsible for managing ARS’ nationwide multi-million dollar building and facilities 
program.  

Ronald Hooper is the Director, Acquisition Management for the Forest Service (FS).  
He has been with the FS for 39 1/2 years. He has spent 25 of those years working in the 
area of contracting, grants, and agreements and has served as the Director of Acquisition 
Management at Headquarters for the past 3 1/2 years. Mr. Hooper has also worked as a 
Staff Assistant to the Forest Service Deputy Chief and spent 1 1/2 years working for than 
Senator Conrad Burns. Both the Chief of the Forest Service and Ron continue to support 
Service Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Businesses and FS’ accomplishments over the 
past 3 years illustrate that commitment. 


