
PAUL RYAN
1st DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

MEMBER-ELECT

Congress of tfje
of ifcepreentattoe*

, 3BC 20515

January 19,1999

Mr. J. David Carlin
Asst. Sec. for Congressional
Department of Agriculture
Rm. 213-A
14th and Independence Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20250

VIA FAX

Dear Mr. Carlin:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, June Runyon, of 
, who has requested my assistance in obtaining a copy of the 1998 U.S.

Department of Agriculture Fact Book.

I would appreciate it if you could either provide Mrs. Runyon with a copy
of the book she has requested, or provide me with the information she would need
to obtain a copy. Please send your response and any materials to my Janesville
office and reference my file number 102488-DT. My Janesville office address is
20 South Main Street, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545.

Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent
Services Manager, Danyell Tremmel, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your
timely response.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
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PAUL RYAN
1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

MEMBER-ELECT

(:

Congress of tf)t Hnftcii StatesUib

of î jpreientafftej
££ 20515

January 12, 1999

J. David Carlin
Asst. Secretary for Congressional Affairs
Department of Agriculture
Room213-A
14th and Independence Ave.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Carlin:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Sandra Weiss of 
 regarding the difficulties she is experiencing with the U.S. Department

of Agriculture's (USDA) Rural Housing Service.

I have enclosed a copy of Mrs. Weiss' signed privacy act release form
which details her situation. I would appreciate it if you would look into this
matter to determine what can be done — consistent with all laws and regulations —
to assist Mrs. Weiss in promptly resolving this matter.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my
file number 102490-DT. Should you have any questions about this request,
my Constituent Services Manager, Danyell Tremmel, can be contacted at
(608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your
timely response.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure
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RECEIVED DEC 18

CONGRESSMAN MARK NEUMANN'S
CASEWORK REQUEST FORM

Name m &$ - Q

Address 

Citv -

Social Security Number

 y y
Zip Code  Date of Birth

7f/
eteran's # or Alien^LIN #

P/4-/&U is*?/ f£0UAgency Involved: U S / -U is*? 0U 5
7

The Problem Is (continue on back or other sheet of paper if necessary):

**********PRIVACY ACT RELEASE***********

I request and authorize U.S. Congressman Mark W. Neumann (or Congressman Paul Ryan after January 1, 1999) to act
on my behalf and to receive information from the proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman
Neumann (Ryan) is authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: / 2- , /7 ? Q

Please Return This Form To.
Office of Congressman Mark W. Neumann Telephone (608) 752-4050
One Parker Place Room 495 Fax (608) 752-4711
Jancsville, WI 54545^ "

Nolc: The Privacy Act requires that you authorize access to your private records. Your signature
above will enable Congressman Neumann (Ryan) to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.
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PAUL RYAN
1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

MEMBER-ELECT

Congress of tije ®mteb S>tati# - ! 2! A s ul

of DUpretfentattoetf ^-
SBSafrtjington, 3BC 20515 "

January 8,1999

The Honorable Dan Glickman
Office of the Secretary
U fu -j-̂  . , ft A • 1 j

.S. Department of Agnculture
Room213-A
14th Street and Independence
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing on behalf of hog farmers in my Congressional district to inquire about the
action the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USD A) will take to remedy the grave situation the
pork industry faces and what long term solutions are being developed.

As you know, pork producers throughout the country are facing an immediate crisis. I
recently had the opportunity to meet with several constituent pork producers and the news that I
received from them was not good. They stressed that if action is not taken within the next three
months to address the dramatically declining prices for hogs, pork producers in Wisconsin and
around the country will face financial ruin. The corollary effect on the agricultural community
and our economy as a whole would be devastating.

Thank you, in advance, for your immediate attention to my urgent request. I look forward
to working with you on this issue and others to maintain and enhance the agricultural economy of
our nation. If you need any additional information concerning the critical situation faced by hog
farmers in my district and throughout Wisconsin, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Larry Combest
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture
U.S. House of Representatives
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PAUL RYAN
1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

of tfje ©mteb States!
of &epre£entattoe£

20515-4901

February 9, 1999

J. David Carlin
Asst. Secretary for Congressional Affairs
Room213-A
14th and Independence Ave.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Carlin:

This is in further regard to my letter to you of January 12, 1999,
concerning Sandra Weiss. I have enclosed a copy of my previous inquiry for your
reference.

It has now been nearly a month and I have not yet received your reply. I
want to bring this matter to your immediate attention and ask that you do
everything possible to expedite a final response to my inquiry.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my Constituent
Services Representative, Chad Herbert, at (608) 752-4050.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Control Number: 4095931



Congress of tfje

Monday, May 10, 1999

President William J. Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC, 20500

Dear Mr. President: SAQMllbM23

As representatives of the largest dairy-producing states in the nation, we are writing to
thank you for the final rule announced recently by Secretary Glickman to reform the
antiquated federal milk marketing order system.

For the first time since the system's creation more than 60 years ago, this reform seeks to
apply solid economic reasoning to the domestic pricing and marketing of milk. While the
rule doesn't go as far as we would like in the direction of a more market-oriented and
equitable pricing system, it represents a positive step forward. In that regard, we would
like to commend you and Secretary Glickman for your actions.

However, we must also alert you to the efforts building in Congress to thwart your
Administration's good work on this matter. Congressman Roy Blunt recently introduced
legislation with 138 cosponsors to prevent major parts of this reform from being
implemented. In addition, Congressman Asa Hutchinson has introduced legislation to
authorize regional dairy pricing cartels, which will directly impair the effectiveness of the
federal pricing system.

In light of these mounting attempts to undermine Secretary Glickman's effort to create a
more rational and effective milk marketing order system we strongly encourage you to
assure that the necessary resources are devoted to protect and defend this rule.

We thank you for your assistance on this matter and look forward to working with you
toward the implementation of a more rational and equitable milk pricing system.

Respectfully,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Control Number: 4116423





USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, O.C. 20250

SEP 2 2 1999
The Honorable Paul D. Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 1999, from you and your House colleagues thanking the
President for the final decision on the consolidation and reform of Federal milk marketing orders,
and encouraging him to defend the decision from Congressional efforts to prevent parts of it
from being implemented. President Clinton has asked me to respond on his behalf.

H.R. 1402, as reported by the Committee on Agriculture on July 19, 1999, would replace the
Class I differentials contained in the final decision with generally higher differentials known as
Option 1 A. In addition, the bill would replace the manufacturing allowance contained in the
final decision for determining the Class III price with a smaller allowance thereby raising
resulting Class III prices, pending implementation of new formulas for determining Class III and
Class IV prices. Further, H.R. 1402 would extend the dairy price support program from
December 31, 1999, to December 31, 2000, and would require that milk orders be amended to
provide for forward contracting between producers and proprietary handlers.

The final decision reflects a painstaking effort by the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to
solicit the views of all interested parties and analyze numerous options. Over the 24-month
period from the passage of the 1996 Farm Bill through the end of the comment period on the
proposed rule, USDA conducted hundreds of informational meetings, requested comments on
several reports, and amassed information from a variety of sources, including thousands of public
comments from dairy farmers, processors, consumers, the academic community, and other
interested parties.

I oppose H.R. 1402 because it would prevent USDA from proceeding with the reforms and
modernization it has developed for the Federal milk marketing order system, requiring instead
implementation of Option 1 A. Enactment of the bill would mean that dairy farmers, as well as
processors and consumers, would continue to be saddled with a system that, despite dramatic
changes in the market, industry, consumer preferences, and usage patterns, has remained
essentially unchanged for almost 15 years.

Notwithstanding my objections to the main provisions of the legislation, I could agree to reassess
the manufacturing milk pricing question, providing the process comports with and does not
interfere with USDA's implementation of its reforms of the milk marketing order system.

An Equal Opportunity Employer



The Honorable Paul D. Ryan
Page 2

I support an extension of the dairy price support program, but I would prefer a 2-year extension.
This question is particularly urgent since the 1996 Farm Bill, in a marked departure from how
other major commodities are treated, ends the dairy price support program 2 years before the rest
of the programs expire.

I would not oppose providing for forward contracting under Federal milk marketing orders. I
think, however, that it should be regarded initially as a pilot program. In the unfortunate event
that forward contracting proves to be incompatible with the objectives of Federal milk orders, we
would need to be able to end the experiment expeditiously.

Again, we appreciate receiving your views on Federal milk order reform. Identical responses are
being sent to the other signatories of your letter.

)AN GLICKMAN
Secretary
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Septembers, 1999

Director Of Congressional Relations
Department Of Agriculture
213 A Administration Bldg.
Jefferson Drive, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Director:

I was recently contacted by three constituents, Mr. David Kizewic, Mr. Rob
Wynstra, and Mrs. Julie Wynstra of Racine, Wisconsin, regarding the 

As I understand it, Mr. Kizewic and Mr. and Mrs. Wynstr

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Mr. Kizewic, and Mr.
and Mrs. Wynstra in resolving this problem and addressing all of their concerns.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 107241. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
Constituent Services Representative, Chad Herbert, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 535*5

(608)752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, Wl 53140

(414)654-1901 . FAX: (414) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(414)637-0510 . FAX: (414) 637-5689

Control Number: 4129851
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Julie & Rob Wynstra

April 25,1999

Honorable Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

We are writing to you regarding an issue with the United States Forest Service. Our
family has owned a cabin on 

Sincerely,

'
Julie and Rob Wynstra •• /
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Dave & Nancy Kizewic
 MAY 1 0 1999

April 23, 1999

Honorable Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

We are writing to you regarding an issue with the United States Forest Service. Our
family has owned a cabin on 

Would you please investigate this questionable reappraisal process and let us know if
any congressional intervention is possible.

Sincerely,

Dave and Na'ncy Kiz&wic
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PAUL RYAN

1st DISTRICT. WISCONSIN

AU6 3 -1999MEMBEA-EUCT

Congress of tfje Uniteb
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Name: Kobert ^ Julie. LOi[/\sircx.

Address: 

City and Zip Code:   Date of Birth

Social Security Number Veteran's Number,

Alien Registration or LIN/Receipt Number

Agency Involved: (1.5. T)c pt &-T X)or » 0 o

The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheet(s) if necessary)

** Privacy Act Release**

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from the proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan
is authorize'd by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Date: 7~3<-9 c / _

rm to:
Congressman Paul Ryan

20 South Main St. Suite 10
Jancsville, WI 53545

phone: (608) 752-4050
fax:(608)752-4711

***Pleasc note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records.
Your s ignature above wil l enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inqui r ies on your behalf.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



PAUL RYAN
1sr OISTKICT, WISCONSIN

MEMCEA-CLECT

AUG 5 -1999

Congreg* of ttje ®niteti
ot ftepresfentattoe*

i, 2DC 20515

Name:j)fi^JJD S",

Address:

City and Zip Code: 3\#<1/AJ£ ,)J75\ SJ
/

Phone Number (Home,

Date of Birth

(Work)__

Social Security Number Veteran's Number.

Alien Registration or LIN/Receipt Number

: 2/, 5'. fo^T", a P ft&R/C. VJ.IL/&E - T S t=rR ^ICLtrAgency Involved:

* ̂ Privacy Act Release * *

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from the proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan
is authorize'd by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: Date:

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan

20 South Main St. Suite 10
Jancsville, WI 53545
phone: (608) 752-4050

fax:(608)752-4711

****Pleasc note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records.
Your s ignature above w i l l enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Dear Congressman Paul Ryan:

We are writing to you regarding an issue with the United States Forest Service. (b) 
(6)



Congressman Paul Ryan
Page 2

  

  

Service.

(b) 
(6)



Congressman Paul Ryan
Page 3

Please Congressman, look into these matters. Keep senior citizens and family values in
mind. Encourage fairness and negotiations with the Forest Service.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Congress of tjje flHmteb

Washington, BC 20510

August 2, 2000

35-4159230
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary GHckman,

I write on behalf of United Greenhouse Systems, Inc. of Edgerton, Wl (UGS), about a contract
dispute relating to a USDA project performed by C. R. Klewin, Inc. of Connecticut (CRK).

According to UGS, CRK was selected in 1997 as general contractor for the USDA Horticultural
Research Laboratory in Fort Pierce, FL, contract no. 50-3K15-7-8224. UGS soon entered into a
subcontract with CRK to provide and install greenhouses which, according to UGS, were
completed in November 1999. However, CRK has not issued a final payment of $105,985.26 to
UGS. UGS asserts that this amount is due from CRK under the terms of the subcontract.

A letter obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request indicates that CRK is
withholding payment on the basis of USDA Unilateral Modification No. 36, providing credit to
USDA for work that USDA has alleged to be required by the contract but not performed.
However, UGS claims that the items in question were not part of the subcontract and that UGS is
improperly being held responsible for the work.

Representatives of UGS assert that repeated attempts to discuss the matter directly with CRK and
representatives of the USDA have failed

I urge you to give full and fair consideration to UGS's request for an investigation into the denial
of payment by C. R. Klewin for subcontracted work under contract no. 50-3K15-7-8224. I have
enclosed all relevant materials which UGS has provided us.

Sincerely,

D. Feingold y Herb Kohl Paul Ryan
United States Senator United States Senator United States Congressman

Control Number: 4159230



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, O.C. 2O25O

DEC 7 2000

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Paul:

This is in response to your letter dated August 2, 2000, regarding alleged improper withholding
of payment to United Greenhouse Systems, Inc. (UGS), under their subcontract to
C. R. Klewin, Inc. (CRK), general contractor, on the Government contract to construct the new
Department of Agriculture (USD A) Horticultural Research Laboratory in Fort Pierce, Florida,
under Contract No. 50-3K15-7-8224.

This dispute is between the prime contractor (CRK) and its subcontractor (UGS). However,
USDA has been advised that CRK and UGS have agreed to a resolution of the payment issue,
and that CRK is making payments to UGS.

Identical letters are also being sent to Senator Feingold and Senator Kohl. Thank you for
bringing this matter to our attention. We are pleased that it is being resolved.

Since:

DAN-GLICKMAN
Secretary

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Control Number: 4159230



PAUL RYAN
1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON OFFICE

1217 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4901

(202)225-3031
FAX: (202)225-3393
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August 23, 2000

,liJ i t A M; 32f-\
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

COMMITTEE ON
- GOVERNMENT REFORM

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Mr. Andrew Fish
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 25250

Dear Andrew:

05-4160719
FSft

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Mr. George Atkinson, President of Green Valley
Farms, Inc., of

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file number 111992.
My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should
you have any questions about this request, my Constituent Services Representative, Chad Herbert, can
be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely response.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(608)752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7TH AVENUE

KENOSHA, Wl 53140
(414)654-1901 . FAX: (414) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(414)637-0510 . FAX: (414) 637-5689

Control Number: 4160719
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PAUL HYAN
IST DismirT. WISCON

Congress of tljc Hiiitcli
of IRcprctfr

3®Iatfl)inaton, 2DC 20515

: Address

City and Zip Code: Date of Rirth

Phone Number (Home)  3 (Work) L>£> & - / '£ j ' -

Social Security Number v    Veteran '.v Number,

Alien Registration or UN/Receipt Number _

Agency lnv..lvo.h

The Problem Is: (attach an additional shccl(s) if ncccs.sary)

**Privacv Act Release**

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from the proper officials regarding the mailer described above. Congressman Ryan
is authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: f Dale: *T?

Please return llris completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan

20 South Main St. Suite 10
Janesville, WI 53545

phone: (608) 752-4050
fax: (608) 752-471!

****Please note tha t the Pr ivacy Act Release requires t ha t you au thor ize access to your p r iva t e records.
Your signature above w i l l enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inqui r ies on your behalf .

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)
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. United States
; Department of

Agriculture

Farm and Foreign
Agricultural

i Services

Service
Agency

,|- Rock County
,!< FSA Off ice

!;' 440 N US Hwy 14
\ l \ Janesvllle, Wl
I '• 63546-9700
! ' ! ' .
i i i f iH 608-754-661 7
;! FX 608-752- 1247

August 7,2000

Green Valley Farms, Inc.

Dear Green Valley Farms Inc.,

Sincerely,

faith M. Schambow
County Executive Director

Farm Service Agency is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Lender
Complaints of Discrimination should be sent to:
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington DC, 20250

(b) (6)
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USDA

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Farm and Foreign
Agricultural
Services

Farm Service
Agency

1400 Independence
Avenue, SW
Stop 0501
Washington, DC
20250-0501

OCT 102000

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, United States House

of Representatives
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 23, 2000, on behalf of Mr. George Atkinson
concerning 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 4160719

(b) (6)



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

Thank you again for your letter. I trust this information will be helpful to you in
responding to your constituent.

Sincerely,

L. W. Mitchell
Deputy Administrator for

Farm Programs

Enclosures

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901
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September 26, 2000

Mr. Andrew Fish
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 25250

Dear Andrew:

This is in further regard to my letter to you dated August 23, 2000, concerning
Mr. George Atkinson and the difficulties he is experiencing with the USDA's Farm
Service Agency. I have enclosed a copy of my previous inquiry for your reference.

It has now been over a month and I have not yet received your reply. I want to
bring this matter to your immediate attention and ask that you do everything possible to
expedite a final response to my inquiry.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my Constituent Services
Representative, Chad Herbert, at (608) 752-4050.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure
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CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
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(608)752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7TH AVENUE

KENOSHA, Wl 53140
(414)654-1901 . FAX: (414) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 6TH STREET

RACINE, Wl 53403
(414)637-0510 , FAX: (414) 637-5689

Control Number: 4163945



USDA United Stales Natural Resources P.O. Box 2890
^jjJH Department of Conservation Washington, D.C.

Agriculture Service 20013

NOV 28 2000

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Constituent Services Center
20 South Main Street
Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

This is in response to your letter of October 3, 2000, to Andrew Fish, Assistant Secretary
for Congressional Relations, concerning your constituent Mr. Tim Weeden, information
on exclusion of cost-share payments received under a State conservation program request
from federally taxable income. Your file number for this request is 120569. Your letter
has been referred to me for response.

The Revenue Act of 1978 provides that, after September 30, 1979, payments made to
individuals under State conservation cost-share programs may be excluded from federally
taxable income if certain conditions are met. These conditions include a determination
by the Secretary of Agriculture that payments made under a State conservation program
are made primarily for the purpose of conserving soil and/or water resources, protecting
or restoring the environment, improving forests, or providing a habitat for wildlife. Also,
the Secretary of Treasury must determine that the payment does not increase substantially
the annual income derived from the property associated with the payment.

A program sponsor can apply for a determination by the Secretary of Agriculture by
submitting information to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). NRCS
and the Department's Office of the General Counsel will review this material to
determine if the program meets the requirements of the Revenue Act of 1978. The two
agencies then develop a recommendation for the Secretary.

Again, thank you for your interest in this process. I will follow up with Mr. Weeden by
sending him information he can use to apply for a determination of tax exemption from
the Secretary of Agriculture.

Sincerely,

THOMAS A. WEBER
Deputy Chief for Programs

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
formerly the Soil Conservation Service, is an agency of the
Department of Agriculture An Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 4164399
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cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901
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October 3,2000

05-4164531
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The Honorable Andrew Fish
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W7
Washington, D.C. 25250

Dear Assistant Secretary Fish:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Mr. Tim Weeden, 

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file number
120569. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin,
53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent Services
Representative, Chad Herbert, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(608)752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, Wl 53140

(414)654-1901 . FAX: (414) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6rH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(414)637-0510 . FAX: (414) 637-5689
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Congressman Paul Ryan October 2, 2000
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

(b) (6)



Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact me at
(608) 362-7877.

Sincerely,

Tim Weeden,
Director of Government Affairs
Water Tower Industrial Properties, Inc.

cc: Brenda Blanchard, Secretary
Wisconsin Department of Commerce
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September 26, 2000

Mr. Andrew Fish
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations

11';' U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, D.C 25250

(.M
! .{ 3

Dear Andrew:

This is in further regard to my letter to you dated August I ), 2000, .joncerning
Mr. George Atkinson and 

 I have enclosed a copy of my previous inquiry f r your K ference.

It has now been over a month and I have not yet received ^ our reply. I want to
bring this matter to your immediate attention and ask that you do c:veiylhin;j possible lo
expedite a final response lo my inquiry.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my Constituent Services
Representative, Chad Herbert, at (608) 752-4050.

Your prompt attention lo this matter would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
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Congress of tije Bntteb
Washington, BC 20515

June 19, 2001

Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
Fourteenth Street and Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Veneman:

As Republican Members of Congress, we write to solicit the Administration's support in
our efforts to reject dairy compacts. The time has come for this Administration to join
the debate.

Compacts allow dairy producers within a region to fix fluid milk prices at artificially high
levels, and to insulate those prices from competition by erecting trade barriers against
milk from other regions. Dairy compacts increase prices for farmers in one region, at the
expense of farmers in non-Compact regions. The market distortions that result are
antithetical to a fair and equitable national dairy policy. But for congressional consent,
dairy compacts would violate the Commerce Clause of the Constitution. In short,
compacts legalize classic cartel behavior that raises fluid milk prices for consumers.

By slipping it into a conference report without a floor vote, compact proponents gained
congressional consent for the Northeast Interstate Dairy Compact in 1996 without a full
debate. Through various maneuvers, they have managed to extend that consent through
September 30, 2001, Today, through H.R. 1827, they seek not only to extend
congressional consent for the Northeast Compact beyond September 30, but also to grant
consent to a Southern Dairy Compact, a Pacific Northwest Dairy Compact, and an
Intermountain Dairy Compact.

Compact proponents argue the principle of states' rights supports their position. They
could not be more wrong. States have rights, but we believe declaring economic warfare
on other States is not one of them. Our nation settled that question by abandoning the
Articles of Confederation. The Founding Fathers clearly chose to have one, unified
national market free from domestic trade barriers. Simple adherence to that principle
underpins much of our national prosperity.

Therefore, we ask that the Administration help us protect consumers and preserve the
integrity of interstate commerce by opposing H.R. 1827 this session.

Sincerely,

Pete Sessions (TX-05V J. James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (WI-09) Henry Bonftfc (TX-23)

WINTEO ON RECVCUD PAPER

Control Number: 4180175
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A. Boehner (OH-08)Henry Hy/e(IL~0David Dreier (CA-28)

Guti/Chr(MN-01) J/hn Shadegg (AZ-04)

PaulD. Ryafr(WI-01)Thomas Petri (Wl-06)

Jinf Ramstad (MN-03)

Duke Cunningham (CA-ll) Ed Royce (CA-39) Tom Tancredo (CO-06)

Dan Miller (FL-13) Donald Manzullo (IL-16

Tim J#rfison(TL-15)
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-02) C.L "Butch" Otter (ID-01)

arkSouder(IN-04) Ken Calvert (CA-43) Chabot (OH-0 1)

John Culberson (TX-07)

Ed Schrock (VA-02)
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February 20, 2002

The Honorable Ann M. Veneman
Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture 45
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

VIA FAX

Dear Secretary Veneman:

I am writing you concerning a dilemma faced by one of my constituents, Mr.
Frank Taylor of . Mr. Taylor recently contacted my office
concerning the

JANE5VILLE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 s. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10

JANCSVII,U;, W| 53545
(608)752-4050 . FAX; (606) 753-4711
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Please address your response to my Janesville office My Janesville office, located
at 20 South Main Street, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545, or fax it (608) 752-4711.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosures

(b) (6)
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Congressman

PAUL RYAN
Serving Wisconsin's First Congressional District

JANESVILLE CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 South Main Street, Suite 10

Janesville, Wl 53545
Phone: (608) 752-4050

Fax: (608)752-4711

FAX TRANSMITTAL

DATE:

PLEASE DELIVER TO:

FAX*:

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: (INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET)

\fyou do not receive all pages, or receive this fax in error, please call (608) 752-4050.

SENDER:

COMMENTS: Z ,j
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UNITED STA TES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NA TIONAL APPEALS DIVISION

OFFICE OF THESECRETAItr
WASHINGTON. D C 2II2SO

February 4, 2002

Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representative
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

This responds to your letter of February 20, 2002, to Secretary Ann Veneman regarding
Mr. Frank Taylor's 

I trust this information is helpful to you.

Sincerely,

Nancy L. Smith
Acting Director

cc: Honorable Paul Ryan
U. S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-4901

ANWJliM OPPURTO'llY F-MPLOYl'R

Control Number: 4193425
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March 8, 2002

The Honorable Ann M. Veneman
Secretary ACi—A1RA A*1!?
U.S. Department of Agriculture *t*J *T • -*~»^»-* •
1400 Independence Avenue, SW FSIS
Washington, DC 20250

VIAFAX

Dear Secretary Veneman:

Mr. Robert Ramsay, President of Romance Foods Corporation, recently contacted
me regarding 

RACINE;

29 S. MAOJ STREET. Surr io S7i? 7-m AVCNUC 30« 6-rv Srpjrr
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Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 143305. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Streel, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545, and its fax number is (608) 752-4711. Should you have
any questions about this request, my Constituent Services Representative, Chad Herbert,
can be contacted ac (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Since

Paul .Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

cc: The Honorable Elsa A. Murano, Under Secretary for Food Safety
The Honorable May Waters, Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
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ROMANCE FOODS COLORATION
5KI477ihSucci-ECcnouha1Wl 53142-Phone (262) 697-2000 • Fax (262) fti)7-2004

March 6, 2002

Honorable Paul Ryan
United States Congressman
First District, Wisconsin
1217Longworth HOB
Washington, D, C. 20515

Dear Congressman'Ryan:

(b) (6)
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Robert B. Ramsay
President
Romance Foods Corporation
March 6, 2002
Page 2 of 4
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Robert B. Ramsay
President
Romance Foods Corporation
March 6, 2002
Page 3 of 4
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Robert B. Ramsay
President
Romance Foods Corporation
March 6, 2002
Page 4 of 4

May I suggest that your letter be directed to:

Dr. Elsa Murano .. . . . . . . . .
Under Secretary For Food Safety
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Jefferson Drive SW Room 227E
Washington, DC 20250

Through Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman

Thank you for your immediate assistance.

Robert
President

Attachments:

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



United States Food Safety Washington, D.C.
Department of and Inspection 20250
Agriculture Service

MAV 24 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of March 8,2002, on behalf of Mr. Robert Ramsay, 

FSIS FORM 2630-9 (6/86) EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN EMPLOYMENT AND SERVICES

Control Number: 4194437

(b) (6)



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

(b) (6)



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page3

We hope you find this information helpful. If you have any additional questions, feel free to
contact the FSIS Congressional and Public Affairs Office at (202) 720-3897.

Sincerely,

William C. Smith
Deputy Administrator
Office of Field Operations

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. Hou^e of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
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March 20,2002

35-4195237
The Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Veneman:

We are writing to request your prompt assistance in releasing $4 million in fiscal year 2002
emergency Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) funds to assist the state of Wisconsin in
responding swiftly and effectively to the outbreak of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) among
the white-tailed deer population. It is my understanding that the Governor of Wisconsin has
recently submitted a request to you for such assistance.

The State of Wisconsin has taken a proactive and multi-agency approach to mocitoring and
controlling deer infected with CWD. We understand that USDA funds are already assisting in
mis effort. However, it is imperative that the state receive additional emergency funding as soon
as possible so that the monitoring efforts can continue and the disease be brought under control.

Thank you for your attention to our request. Please do not hesitate to contact either Brad Pfaffof
Representative Kind's staff (225-5506) or Paul Carver of Representative Obey's staff (225-3365)
if you have any further questions or concerns,

11*4^ f*wJL*>
Ron Kind

Sincerely,

Tom Barrett
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

MAY 2 3 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of March 20, 2002, to Secretary Veneman concerning funding
assistance for Wisconsin's response to the detection of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in
deer within the State.

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) shares your concern about the recent identification of
CWD in Wisconsin, and we are pleased to be providing Wisconsin with field and laboratory
assistance. We plan to continue with such efforts, and we are exploring options for providing
other assistance. However, we must clarify that we believe the primary responsibility in the
current situation lies with the State of Wisconsin. The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources has taken the lead role in addressing the occurrence of CWD in the State, and we
are directing our efforts to support the State's disease management and eradication activities.

hi this regard, we can offer continuing assistance to Wisconsin's diagnostic and surveillance
efforts. Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) funds released in September 2001 and February
2002 provided funding for the indemnification and disposal of some captive cervid herds
infected with CWD. A portion of the CCC funds were also directed to USDA's ongoing
CWD testing and surveillance activities, which included the testing of deer killed during
Wisconsin's hunting season last fall. This testing was performed by USDA's Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service's (APHIS) National Veterinary Services Laboratories
(NVSL). hi total, NVSL tested 467 deer in Wisconsin during the 2000-2001 season and
428 deer during the 2001-2002 season. APHIS officials remain available to provide State
officials with additional diagnostic support as needed. On a related note, you may be interested
to know that the President's fiscal year 2003 budget proposal includes an increase of $7.2 million
for nationwide CWD eradication and surveillance activities, primarily for captive cervids.

In addition to diagnostic laboratory work, APHIS is providing assistance to State officials in
the field. APHIS' Wildlife Services personnel are assisting Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources officials with the issuance of deer collection permits to landowners. Wisconsin
officials have also asked the State Director for APHIS1 Wildlife Services program to participate
in the State's CWD oversight committee. Additionally, Wildlife Services personnel are playing
a key role in the field operations necessary to collect approximately 500 wild deer for testing.

An Equal Opportunity Employer



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

We recognize that the recent detections have caused concern for agricultural producers in
Wisconsin. With regard to the health of Wisconsin's cattle, however, it is important to note-
that CWD is not known to affect non-cervid species. CWD has not been shown to naturally
infect or transmit to any species other than deer or elk. Accordingly, we do not believe that
there is any immediate risk posed to cattle in Wisconsin. Finally, we assure you that in the
event of a CWD detection in any of Wisconsin's captive cervid herds, APHIS is prepared to
provide assistance as it has in other affected States.

Thank you again for writing. We are sending an identical letter to the other Members of
Congress who signed your letter.

Sincerelv,

Bill Hawks
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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March 22, 2002
35-4195BOO

FNSThe Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture
14th & Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Veneman:

A delivery error is about to cost Wisconsin senior citizens the opportunity to improve their diets
with fresh produce. It is also about to cost Wisconsin farmers more business.

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection (WDATCP) missed the
deadline for its $612,500 grant application to USDA's Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition program.
The zip code on the overnight delivery package to USDA was off by the last digit, preventing its
on-time arrival. The courier failed to call telephone numbers of either the sender or receiver
listed on the package to ensure delivery.

In 2001, Wisconsin received $330,000 from USDA to put its program in place. The program
gave vouchers to 4,200 low-income seniors in 21 counties to use at local farmers' markets and
roadside stands. Each participant could initially receive up to $100 in vouchers.

For 2002, Wisconsin proposed to build on its highly successful program by expanding it to 30
counties and double the number of seniors who would receive vouchers (approximately 9,500
participants). The state also proposed to expand the pool of 300 farmers who provided naturally
grown produce for the markets last year.

At least one other federal grant program makes an exception for late applications if they have
been provided to an overnight delivery service the day before the application deadline. For
example, application guidelines for the Technology Opportunities Program through the
Department of Commerce state:

"Applications that have been provided to a delivery service on or before March 20,2002,
with a guarantee that delivery will be made before 8:00 P.M. on March 21,2002, will be
accepted for review. To ensure that we accept your application, you should document
that your application is provided to a delivery service mat guarantees delivery prior to the
closing date and time."

We ask that you exercise similar discretion in considering the WDATCP application. Further, if
all funding under this program has already been allocated, we ask that you locate other funding
sources within USDA to sustain Wisconsin's Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition program until the
next grant cycle. Ninety-five hundred Wisconsin senior citizens - and the farmers who would
serve them - are depending on this program.

Control Number: 4195800



Thank you for your prompt consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

)l\&*A++st***sru^
ames Sensenbrenner, Jr.

Tom Petri

Tom Barrett

Paul Ry; Ron Kind

Tammy Baldwin
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

20 20DZ

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of March 22, 2002, seeking fiscal year (FY) 2002 funding for the
Seniors Farmers' Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP). As you know, the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-171) provides an additional $5 million out of
Commodity Credit Corporation funds for the SFMNP for FY 2002. We have made these funds
available to current SFMNP grantees and FY 2001 grantees, including Wisconsin.

Again, thank you for your letter. We appreciate your interest in the SFMNP. A similar letter is
being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

Ujxler Secretary
Food,v^utrjJioft^arid Consumer Services

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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MAY 21 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of April 17, 2002, on behalf of Mr. Paul Reavis concerning our
Agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's draft action plan (Docket No. 01-034-1)
for the noxious weeds program.

We believe that the concerns expressed by your constituent are based on a misinterpretation
of the draft action plan. Accordingly, we appreciate the opportunity to clarify the facts
of this matter. A Federal permit is already required for the importation and interstate
movement of Federal noxious weeds. The draft action plan does not propose any new
permit requirements or any new restrictions on the movement of plant and/or seed material
that is currently unregulated. Likewise, the action plan does not propose the adoption of
a concept sometimes called the "clean list" or "white list." Under this concept, import
regulations specify what articles are permitted entry, rather than listing those that are
regulated. Plants currently on our Agency's regulated lists were placed there either because
they are Federal noxious weeds or because they are associated with certain plant diseases
or other plant pests.

The draft action plan, which is available on the Federal Noxious Weed Program Web
site at www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/weeds, was created following the passage of the Plant
Protection Act (PPA) of 2000 by Congress. The PPA granted our Agency new authorities
to protect U.S. plant resources and address noxious weed problems. While the authority
provided under the PPA is broad, the actual changes we are recommending in the action
plan are quite limited. Only three regulatory changes are considered. These changes
all deal with Federal noxious weeds, species shown through risk assessment to pose a
threat to U.S. agriculture and/or the environment. If we decide to formally propose these
three regulatory changes, we will publish in the Federal Register a proposed rule to amend
the current noxious weed regulations (found in title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations,
part 360). The proposed rule would solicit public comments, which we would carefully
consider before proceeding. If we then determined that it was appropriate to go forward
with rulemaking, we would publish a final rule amending the noxious weed regulations.

APHIS - Protecting American Agriculture

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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With regard to the phytosanitary certificate requirement for flower seeds, we understand
your concerns and those raised by other persons. We are considering alternatives to
requiring phytosanitary certificates for small, non-commercial shipments of seed.

I hope this clarifies what our Agency is recommending in the draft action plan for the
noxious weeds program. We are not recommending broad new regulations, but relatively
minor changes to the existing noxious weed regulations. Nevertheless, we urge your
constituent to consider registering as a concerned stakeholder in this matter through our
Web site. By doing so, your constituent will receive notices and other information about
our activities addressing noxious weeds and efforts to improve the noxious weeds program.
To register, click on "Join the PPQ Stakeholder Registry" in the middle column of the
Web page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/.

Sincerely,

S/£_ Bobby R.
Administrator
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July 2,2002

Honorable Aim Venetnan
Sccrctaiy
U.S. Department of Agriculture
14th Street I b Independence Ave., S.W.
WasrdngtonJD.C. 20250

Dear

35-4201519
APHIS

Vencman'

We v rite to you today concerned about your recent decision not to allow private
labs to condi et testing for chronic wasting disease (CWD) this iall. We certainly hope
you will rax asider (his decision. I

This fell, Wisconsin hunters will most likely bag close to 400,000 jdeer. Given the
awareness and concerns that have arisen over the discovery of CWD, it is (understandable
that many dekr hunters in Wisconsin will want to have their deer tested this fall. We
were pleasedjto learn last week that the United States Department of Agriculture intends
to increase thfe number of certified federal,.stats and university CWD testiikg facilities
from six to eleven labs by this fall, with a goal of fifteen labs by January 2)003. We
believe that, in taking this action, the Department should not overlook private laboratories
that may novu be able to conduct CWD tests or be upgraded to do so.

We respectfully urge you to make increasing testing capacity tor this fall's hunt a
top priority ftp your department. While we recognize that there are limited government
resources available for this fall, we request that you make a protocol for thjs conduct of a
certified test ivailable to private entities. Further, we urge USDA to expand its ability to
validate tests py existing state, university and other labs'in the field known] to be
experienced, Accurate and respectable. In addition. USDA should alto enbjance its ability
to evaluate efforts by other existing or new labs to bring additional testing Capacity on
line.

] • i

We anticipate that constituent demand for testing will be considerable, both
within and ouiside of the CWD endemic area. Hunters deserve to know th&t their test
results come from certified scientific testing. i

FJnalN, we understand the importance of assuring the accuracy qf tUl results.
We believe tb^t.there must be.reasonable ways to go about expanding testing capacity
while maintaining both testing quality and accuracy. ;

Again, we are hoping that you will reconsider this decision anc woijk with us to
extend testing capacity. We look forward to hearing back from you shortly.

Control Number: 4201519
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Best Regards

HerbKobl

Jamej L ...... ^Jr

TcimPetri

Jerri1 KJeczka

Roh Kind

Jluss Feiogold
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

October 18, 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of July 2, 2002, to Secretary Veneman concerning laboratory' testing
for chronic wasting disease (CWD).

Like you, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) recognizes the seriousness of the situation in
Wisconsin. Ensuring adequate capacity for CWD surveillance testing nationwide is a USDA
priority. As called for in the CWD management plan developed by USDA and the Department
of the Interior, USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is increasing the
number of laboratories validated to perform the immunohistochemistry (IHC) assay. The
IHC assay, as performed by our National Veterinary Services Laboratories and its contract
laboratories, is the official test for CWD surveillance. APHIS has 10 State laboratories under
contract to perform the IHC assay and plans to have 15 laboratories under contract by January
2003. With these additional State laboratories under contract, we are confident that testing
capacity will be sufficient to meet CWD surveillance needs.

It is important to clarify that APHIS' testing objectives and procedures are focused upon herd
surveillance for epidemiological purposes. Specifically, our objective is to reach statistical
certainty concerning the location and prevalence of CWD in captive and free-ranging cervids in
the United States. The IHC test is validated only for surveillance; neither the IHC assay nor any
of the tests in development are designed to test for food safety. At this time, there is no test that
can conclusively determine that an animal is free of CWD and the meat safe for consumption.
It is important to note, however, that research has not shown CWD to infect or transmit naturally
to non-cervid species. Additionally, while our testing is not for food safety purposes, it will be
helpful to the hunting industry because the resulting data will help to identify the disease's
geographical distribution.

In addition to the fact that we have already identified enough laboratories to meet our CWD
surveillance testing needs, there are several other reasons for our policy of limiting approval
to Federal and State/Federal cooperative laboratories. Limiting approval to Federal and
State/Federal laboratories is consistent with our policy and practice for eradication and control

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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program diseases. It is also consistent with our current policy in developing the National
Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN), a network of diagnostic laboratories strategically
located throughout the Nation to permit rapid and accurate diagnosis of diseases such as CWD
and foreign animal diseases. Our diagnostic testing system and approval process is designed to
ensure the accuracy and objectivity of testing processes and results, and to preserve domestic and
international market confidence in U.S. agricultural commodities. Validating only State/Federal
laboratories allows us to maintain strong oversight over testing and reporting processes. While
there are some fine private laboratories, the quality of private laboratories varies widely. Finally,
because CWD is an eradication program disease, proper reporting of data is of utmost
importance; Federal and State/Federal laboratories provide their results to the requisite authorities
for official disease diagnosis and appropriate resulting regulatory action, thus assuring us that
results will be entered into NAHLN's database.

We appreciate your support for our efforts to combat CWD. We are providing the same
information to the other Members of the Wisconsin Congressional delegation.

Sincerely,

Bill Hawks
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs



Congress of tlje Stlmteb
20515

July 2, 2002

The Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
14th Street & Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250 APHIS

Dear Secretary Veneman:

We write to you today concerned about your recent decision not to allow private
labs to conduct testing for chronic wasting disease (CWD) this fall. We certainly hope
you will reconsider this decision.

This fall, Wisconsin hunters will most likely bag close to 400,000 deer. Given the
awareness and concerns that have arisen over the discovery of CWD, it is understandable
that many deer hunters in Wisconsin will want to have their deer tested this fall. We
were pleased to learn last week that the United States Department of Agriculture intends
to increase the number of certified federal, state and university CWD testing facilities
from six to eleven labs by this fall, with a goal of fifteen labs by January 2003. We
believe that, in taking this action, the Department should not overlook private laboratories
that may now be able to conduct CWD tests or be upgraded to do so.

We respectfully urge you to make increasing testing capacity for this fall's hunt a
top priority for your department. While we recognize that there are limited government
resources available for this fall, we request that you make a protocol for the conduct of a
certified test available to private entities. Further, we urge USDA to expand its ability to
validate tests by existing state, university and other labs in the field known to be
experienced, accurate and respectable. In addition, USDA should also enhance its ability
to evaluate efforts by other existing or new labs to bring additional testing capacity on
line.

We anticipate that constituent demand for testing will be considerable, both
within and outside of the CWD endemic area. Hunters deserve to know that their test
results come from certified scientific testing.

Finally, we understand the importance of assuring the accuracy of test results.
We believe that there must be reasonable ways to go about expanding testing capacity
while maintaining both testing quality and accuracy.

Again, we are hoping that you will reconsider this decision and work with us to
extend testing capacity. We look forward to hearing back from you shortly.
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PAUL RYAN
1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1217 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-4901
(202)225-3031

FAX: (202)225-3393

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-909-RYAN
INTERNET: WWW.HOUSE.GOV/RYAN
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C 20515-4901

July 22, 2002

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Secretary Ann Veneniali
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C., 20250

Dear Secretary Veneman:

35-42O3376
FNS

I am writing to express my support for the Kenosha Achievement Center's (KAC) grant
proposal for the Food Stamps Access Research Program, which was submitted to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. I am pleased to inform you that their project will identify and
document the factors that make access to the food stamps process difficult, and use a research
model to implement practical means to overcome these obstacles. The Kenosha County Food
Stamps Access Research Program will allow KAC and its partners to research methods that use
technology to assist people with a pre-screening process for food stamps eligibility, while
promoting nutritional support as the theme of Food Stamps.

I have reviewed the grant proposal that KAC has submitted, and I am confident that they
would make effective use of the funds that they would receive from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Their proposed program will insure that all eligible persons in the county are made
aware of the nutritional benefits of the food stamps program. Currently, KAC estimates that there
are potentially up to 28,000 Kenosha County residents who may be eligible for food stamps, but
less than half of the eligible residents actually apply for the program, due to the program's current
application complexities. .

I admire their efforts to correct the current eligibility requirements by working closely with
reputable community organizations that serve disadvantaged populations, including the
unemployed, working poor, minorities, elderly and disabled persons. The requested funds will
allow KAC to provide research and pre-screening support staff and equipment for research. Their
proposed program will also increase the enrollment of eligibility individuals in the Food Stamps
Program by providing laptop computers with touch screens to community organizations for pre-
screening of applicants for food stamp eligibility.

•- ' i ; '. '' • i *. f f

I support KAC's application for this Food Stamps Access Research Grant and would
appreciate it if you and appropriate USDA officials would carefully review the grant proposal
submitted by KAC and give it your full consideration. Again, thank you for your careful
consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any questions or
concerns. I look forward to receiving your response to this grant application.

Sincerely,

JANESVIUE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(608) 752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752^1711

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSWV.'WI 53140

(262) 654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156
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RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

SEP 11 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your July 22, 2002, letter of endorsement for The Kenosha Achievement Center
proposal that was submitted for the "Food Stamp Program Research Grants To Improve Access
Through The Use Of New Technology And Partnerships." As we understand the proposal, if
selected for an award, The Kenosha Achievement Center would educate nonparticipating
individuals and families about the nutritional benefits of the Food Stamp Program. The Kenosha
Achievement Center plans to use lap top computers to pre-screen individuals for the Food Stamp
Program. As part of their community project, at least two elementary schools in Kenosha County
will be used to target low-income families.

On July 8, 2002, our technical review panel members started the competitive process to award as
much as $5 million in grants to approximately 20 recipients. In accordance with the terms of the
grant proposal, each grantee can receive up to $350,000 for its project. We anticipate that the
grants will be awarded in mid-September.

Again, thank you for your letter of endorsement. We will notify you as to which organizations
received grant awards when the review process is completed.

Sincerely,

^yu^i Secretary j
FocxijNutrition, andj2onsumer Services

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 4203376
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August 9, 2002

The Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary, United States Department of Agriculture
The Whitten Building
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Suite 200A
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Veneman:

I write in strong support of the application of the Meadowbrook Farms
Cooperative to secure a United States Department of Agriculture Business and Industry
Loan Guarantee for the purpose of developing its pork packing and processing plant. It is
my understanding that Meadowbrook Farms has submitted a preliminary application
within the past two weeks and is awaiting a response.

The Meadowbrook Farms Cooperative is a group of approximately 200 family
farms from Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, and Wisconsin, I represent several participating
farmers in Wisconsin's First Congressional District. These families pooled over $12.6
million of their own money for the purpose of building a farmer-owned pork packing and
processing plant. $800,000 was used to develop a business plan to help these family
farmers compete in the increasingly corporate agribusiness industry. Once the plant is
built, it will immediately provide approximately 210 jobs for the region's residents. I
believe that this endeavor is an entrepreneurial way to counter the growing trend towards
large corporate farms and production facilities.

According to the prepared business plan, the planned facility will be among one
of the most modem in the United States. It is my understanding that this plant will be
capable of boning and boxing specialty trimmed portion-controlled packages for
restaurants and hotels, making fresh sausage in both links and chubs, making marinated
pork products, and packaging case-ready meat. The design includes a state-of-the-art
water usage and treatment system that will drastically reduces water consumption and
pollution by the plant.

Currently, this project is in its final stages of pre-construction planning. Three
banks have already approved a loan totaling $19.7 million contingent on a 60 percent
USDA loan guarantee for the Meadowbrook Farms Cooperative. It is my hope that the
USD A will reach a favorable decision regarding the application of the Meadowbrook
Farms Cooperative for a loan guarantee.

JANESVILLE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10

JANESVILLE, Wl 53545
(608I 752-4050 . FAX: (608| 752-4711

KENOSHA

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7™ AVENUE

KENOSHA, Wl 53140
(262)654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156
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Thank you, in advance, for your consideration of the loan guarantee. It is
important to the regional economy and the farmers in Wisconsin's First Congressional
District. I look forward to your timely response.

Sincerel

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
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United States
Department of
Agriculture

Rural Business-
Cooperative Service

Washington, DC
20250

September 3, 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

On behalf of Secretary Veneman, thank you for your letter dated August 9, 2002, regarding
the Meadowbrook Farms Cooperative's (Meadowbrook) application for Business and Indup
(B&I) Guaranteed Loan Program assistance. The B&I program is administered by tike Rur&
Business-Cooperative Service (RBS), an Agency within the Department of Agriculture Rut;
Development mission area.

Meadowbrook's application has been received in our National Office and is currently under
review. You may be assured it is being given every possible consideration allowed by RBS
regulations and authorities. We understand the importance of this project to the esidents oi
Illinois.

We hope this information is helpful in responding to your constituents and appreciate your
interest in the B&I program.

Sincerelv.

JOHN ROSSO
Administrator
Rural Business-Cooperative Service

The Rural Business - Cooperative Service replaces the Rural Development
Administration RBS is an Equal Opportunity Lender Complaints of discrimination
should be sent to. Secretary o( Agriculture, Washington. DC 202SO

Hiwno WITH
SOYINK
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

November 29, 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of September 24, 2002, to Secretary Veneman concerning efforts to
make chronic wasting disease (CWD) testing available to Wisconsin hunters.

We recognize your concern about CWD's impact on Wisconsin and its hunters. Our officials
have been working closely with Wisconsin's Department of Natural Resources and Department
of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection since the detection of CWD in the State in
February 2001, and I met recently with Governor McCallum to discuss our combined CWD
efforts and Wisconsin's interest in making testing available to interested hunters. Officials of
our Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) have since taken the necessary steps
to enable such testing to take place.

As you may know, APHIS has contracted with 10 State laboratories to conduct
immunohistochemistry (IHC) testing for the CWD surveillance program and will have
15 under contract by January 2003. Of these laboratories, seven have agreed to conduct
additional CWD testing on a fee-for-service basis for interested hunters. APHIS has identified
five other State laboratories that are also willing to conduct CWD testing on a fee-for-service
basis and is providing the training and equipment necessary for the testing.

The laboratories will be using uniform equipment and techniques and reporting procedures
developed by APHIS' National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL). NVSL will also
conduct any necessary confirmatory testing for the laboratories. We are moving forward
with the training program for the laboratories as quickly as possible. In fact, some are
already able to begin accepting samples from Wisconsin hunters. APHIS is providing the
list of laboratories that accept these samples to its counterparts at the Department of Natural
Resources and Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection.

We believe the additional laboratory capacity recently identified will meet the testing needs
of Wisconsin hunters and the State/Federal surveillance program. While we will not be
approving private laboratories to conduct CWD testing, we have identified a role for these
laboratories in the program. In this regard, we are allowing APHIS' contract laboratories to

An Equal Opportunity Employer



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

partner with a private laboratory to prepare samples for IHC testing. Such partnerships could
help the laboratories avoid potential backlogs at an early stage of the testing process.

We are also continuing to evaluate alternatives to IHC testing that could be used for screening
purposes. We would like to emphasize that all test kits used in the United States must be
licensed by APHIS' Center for Veterinary Biologies (CVB). CVB's licensing process ensures
that veterinary biologies available in the United States are proven effective and are of high
quality. You may be pleased to learn that CVB has recently approved a test kit for use in testing
mule deer for CWD, that, at first, will be available to the laboratories under contract to conduct
surveillance testing for the CWD program. In the meantime, we will continue to move forward
with preparing the recently identified State laboratories to conduct IHC testing for interested
hunters.

Thank you again for writing. We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your concerns
about this issue and assure you that we will continue to work closely with the affected States
to address CWD. We are providing this information to the other Members of Congress who
signed your letter.

Sincerely,

C.

Bill Hawks
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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September 19,2002

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States 06-4206547
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500 FAS

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our concern over two recent actions taken by your Administration
affecting sugar policies and markets. We believe that these actions are harmful to retail and
industrial consumers of sugar, threatening further food industry job losses and causing
increased market instability. We believe that these two sugar policies are inconsistent with
the Administration's overall goal of reducing barriers to trade and expanding markets wiithin
the Western Hemisphere. Furthermore, .each issue is time sensitive and should be dealt with
urgently.

On August 27* the United Stales Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced sugar
marketing allotments, the equivalent of sugar production quotas, at a level so unrealistically
low that prices rose sharply and industrial buyers of sugar are now finding it extremely
difficult to obtain supplies. We understand that marketing allotments are required by the
recently enacted Farm Bill. However, the USD A has discretion over the amount of the
allotment. Unfortunately, the USD A has set such a tight allotment that it has begun to short
the sugar market Sugar futures immediately started to rise following the announcement as a
result of expectations of reduced future supplies and increased prices. Without increased,
allotments by the USDA, the U.S. will experience long-term erosion in the demand for sugar,
which is already on the decline, and further movement of manufacturing offshore in search of
cheaper sugar.

Our second concern is a dispute over complex sweetener trade with Mexico, which must be
resolved by the October 1st deadline. We believe that the U.S. should push to ensure that
Mexico gives fair access to U.S. agricultural products. Unfortunately, the United States Trade
Representative (USTR) has proposed a change in sugar policy that would violate the clear and
undisputed terms of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). USTR is calling
for Mexico to agree to no longer ship any sugar to the U.S. above Mexico's import quota.
Imported sugar above this amount is labeled 'Tier 2" sugar and is subject to an import duty
under current law. Both import quotas and the tariffs on "Tier 2" sugar are to end after 2008,
when NAFTA requires an open North American sweetener market USTR's proposal not
only violates the spirit of this provision of NAFTA, but also could easily turn into a
permanent rather than a temporary change once it is included in the treaty. The result could
be that an open market for sugar, as outlined in NAFTA, might never occur.
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We urgje you to direct USDA Secretary Veneman to immediately and substantially increase
the US DA's sugar marketing allotment. In addition, we urge you to direct USTR Ambassador
Zoellick to insist that any interim agreement with Mexico on sugar trade be of a short and
strictly limited duration, without restriction of Tier 2 sugar imports. Thank you for your
timely attention to each of these important matters.

Sincerely,

Sam Johnson, M.C

f

Mawf Green, M.C.J*hn Shadegg, M.C.

Chris Smith. K.C.

Ron Paul, M.C. William Lipinski, M.C.

Charlie Bass, M.C. Wamp, M.C.
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September 9, 2002
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The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

last-wet*:,- Wisconsin GuTernor Scott McCallum formally requested that >oa act tt>
declare four counties in the State of Wisconsin the site of a major disaster as a result of tornado
and storm damage. This damage was the result of a series of storms that hit northwest and north
central Wisconsin on September 2. As members of the Wisconsin delegation, and
representatives of the affected areas, we fully support the Governor's request and urge that all
necessary actions are taken by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to expedite
assistance to our state. We support the Governor's specific request and ask that additional
counties be permitted to be added if new damages which warrant federal assistance are
discovered.

Initial estimates of public losses, as drawn up by a joint assessment by FEMA and
Wisconsin Emergency Management, exceed $12 million. State and local governments are
continuing to work with FEMA in the field to compile additional damage estimates and have
indicated, as explained in Governor McCallum's request, a willingness to assume appropriate
non- federal shares of public assistance and hazard mitigation costs.

We urge you to act quickly on behalf of our constituents, who face a long and difficult
clean up.

Sincerely,

Herb Kohl
U.S. Senate

James Sensenbrenner
ember of Congress

Russell D. Feingold
U.S. Senate
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Thomas Petri
Member of Congress

Tom Barrett
Member of Congress

Tammy Baldwin
Member of Congress

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

;zka
lember of Congress

Ron Kind
Member of Congress

: Green
Member of C
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April 25, 2003

The Honorable
Bobby Acord
Administrator
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Acord:

As you know, last week Hie Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (AP HIS) announced that
fiscal year 2003 (FY 2003) cjnonic wasting disease (CWD) funds will be dis ributjed to states.
We are pleased that APHIS is taking this action. We further understand that iitates will need to
submit applications in order to receive a portion, of the $4 million in surveill; nee £ nd
management funds released on April 15, 2003. We write to request that any junall wated FY
2003 funds be redistributed to risk level 1 states, like Wisconsin. ' j

i
We understand that APHIS is proposing to distribute funds to the states based on ̂ he level of risk
that CWD poses to the cervids in their state. APHIS has defined three risk 1« velsJincluding risk
level 1, those states in which, CWD is present in fiee-ranging cervids. To apply fdr funding, each
state must submit management and surveillance plans to APHIS detailing h< w these funds will
be spent. I

If all 50 states submit an application, we understand that Wisconsin will recejive SJJ18 thousand
from the surveillance and monitoring program, and an additional $667 thous
for testing costs, a total of S885 thousand in FY 2003. States m risk level 3,
may choose not to apply for the surveillance and monitoring funds. If funds

uid iji compensation
those! without CWD,
in the, FY 2003

surveillance and monitoring program remain unclaimed, wa strongly urge thit AP)BIS distribute
remaining funds to the states in risk level 1. Our state is in dire need of additional funds to
control CWD. Wisconsin has spent more than $3 million to date on the disease, C Kir state faces
more CWD-related expenditures this fall, and our Department of Natural Resoorc :s is
experiencing budget difficulties due to the reductions in hunting license sale revei ue that resulted
Scorn the CWD outbreak I J

O6-4Z19413
RPHIS
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April 25,2003

We appreciate your leadership on lids issue and your personal attention to this)

i
Sincerely,

matt a1.

Russell D. Feingold, U.S-S.

- - - I

Paul Ryan,

:oxbKofil,U£.S. !

James Senseabrenner, M.C.

j
I i

I I
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June 11, 2003

Director of Congressional Relations
Department of Agriculture
213A Administration Bldg.
Jefferson Drive, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Sir or Madam:

05-4222581
APHIS

I was recently contacted by Carol Kolde of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, regarding the
concerns she has about the treatment of Lota, an elephant that was formerly owned by the
Milwaukee County Zoo and that is now owned by the Hawthorne Corporation.

Carol does not reside in my district, but I share her concerns about this matter. I
am forwarding Carol's request for assistance to you as the appropriate official in the
Department of Agriculture. I am sure that Carol will appreciate any assistance you will
be able to offer in ensuring that this animal is provided the resources needed to move him
to an elephant sanctuary, where he can get the care and treatment he needs. (It is my
understanding that the USDA determined that the animal is being mistreated by its
current owner.) I have also forwarded Carol's request to U.S. Congressman James
Sensenbrenner, and to Milwaukee County Executive, Scott Walker.

Please respond to Carol directly. Her contact information is enclosed. Thank you
for your assistance in this matter.

*aul Ryan
Serving Wisconsin's 1st District

Enclosure

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(6081 752-^1050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7TH AVENUE

KENOSHA, Wl 53140
1262)654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 BTH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(262)637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689

Control Number: 4222581
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Time to let elephant
" her grim past

When Lota the etephknt
looks back on her life'
and ponders her hig-

wouBHse that she dldatron •
faste* the first time sheen-
countered hnman beings in
the wilds of India.

spendingyour'
life in captivi-
ty would be

York socialite,
being forcibly

middle of the
jnngto where
they don't
even take
credit cards.

rdbe more JOieJf to eat a
meaty gyro on a pita than
side with PETA on most of
its causes, but the story of,
Lota puts me in touch with
my inner animal rights activ-
ist • • -

Lota \a still being abused at
the Dlino is circus training
farm where she was sent by
the Milwaukee Cototy Zoo in
199a, according to a federal .
complaint recently filed
against the facffify.

The saga dates an the way
back tjj 135* whea Lotaan*
another elephant were deliv-
ered to our zoo, then at Wash-
ington Park. The animals
were 4 years old, still cpnsid*
ered babies in pachyderm' ' ' "

the newspaper from that time
tells ho w hunters in India
hid near a saltlick that at= . • " •
trac^ a I&4 of elephants; :
"With torches and shouts" '
they drove the herjdinto a ;

stockade they had built near-
by, and. 18 elephants were
captured.

Please see STWfil, 3f

Time to let this elephant
forget her grim past

STIHGL, From 18

Pennies and nickels tossed
in a jar by Milwaukee chil-
dren helped pay for the ele-
phants. The two elephants led
a parade up Vliet St to their
new home and 0.0000002% of
the square feet they were used
to back home in India. A girl
from West Allis won a contest
by suggesting the name Lota,
the word for a vessel used in
India to hold water. Moat was
the word Lota became more
familiar with.

Young Lota was described
by zookeepers as "fuQ of
tricks, always looking for
trouble." Well, she found trou-
ble, and it led to a career
change of performing circus
tricks.

That part of the story is well
known. In 1990, the zoo decid-
ed that Lota was becoming too
aggressive, probably from 36

years of dodging coins and
looking out at people swing-
ing one arm in front of their ;

faces and doing their best ele-
phant call impression. With
great strife, she was loaded on
a truck and for $1 handed,
over toHawth

the un-
that she would be

welltreated.
But Lota learned that hu-

mans don't always tell the
truth. She has spent the last
13 years traveling around the
country as a circus performer;
Let's just say the job doesn't
come with much of a health
plan. The Department of Agri-

ound evidencelture found evidence tnat
Lota has been plagued by tub-
erculosis and weight loss so
severe that her spine and hip
bones are protruding.
John Cuneo, who runsJHaw

_thornjias denied the charges
"ancTsays his elephants are fat

JOURNAL SEKnNB.FlS;

Lota taUs white being loaded onto a truck, at the Milwaukee County Zoain November 1990. A recfentty filed' ..'
federal complaint accuses the Illinois circus training farm that bought Lota from the ZOQ of abusing the elephant

and happy. But animal lovers'
persist in their efforts to get
Lota out of his clutches and •
into an elephant sanctuary in '_
Tennessee.. . • ; , •

Carol Buckley^ director of
thai sanctuary.lhinks Mil-
waukee County ought to get
busy rescuing Lota. Even on a
good day, the circus life is
cruel for elephants, she said.

"If they wanted to do the
right thhig for this elephant,
they would ao it," she said.

The zoo got rid of all of its
Asian elephants and has given
the space to the black rhinos,
so they don't want Lota back.
County Executive Scott Walk^
er said tnere:s nothing The
county can do for Lota.

Not a whole Lota love there.

Lota has kept her side of the
bargain, even though she nev-
er agreed to the deal. She has .
educated and entertained
three generations of children
and adults alike. ~

She's old. She's tired. Give
this poor animal a rest.

CallJimStinglat(414}224-2017or .
e-mail atjstngl@jouinalsentinel.com.
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Ms. Carol J. Kolde
4755 N. 105th Street
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53225

Dear Ms. Kolde:

Congressman Ryan asked us to respond directly to your letter of June 9,2003, to him
concerning Lota, an elephant owned and exhibited by the Hawthorn Corporation.

We recognize your deep concern for Lota's welfare. Over the years, our Agency
has documented a history of problems with regard to the Hawthorn Corporation's
compliance with the Animal Welfare Act (AWA). Within the strict confines of the
AWA and consistent with guaranteed rights to due process, our Agency has taken
appropriate enforcement action against the Hawthorn Corporation. We have also made
numerous efforts to work with the Hawthorn Corporation's owner, Mr. John Cuneo, to
improve the conditions and quality of care provided to the Corporation's animals.

In regard to Lota, she is currently at the Hawthorn Corporation's facility in Illinois and,
according to our most recent inspection in January 2003, is doing well. She is receiving
appropriate veterinary care from a veterinarian retained by the Hawthorn Corporation, as
well as regular veterinary check-ups by an outside consulting veterinarian. While we
recognize that you would like us to remove Lota from her owner, we must point out that
our Agency's authority to confiscate animals under the AWA is limited to those
situations in which an animal is in imminent danger or in a state of sustained suffering.
In addition, our Agency's AWA authority does not allow us to require that animals be
retired from exhibition.

Despite our efforts to ensure that the animals maintained by the Hawthorn Corporation
receive the level of care required under the AWA, we remain concerned about ongoing
problems. Accordingly, you will be pleased to know that our Agency issued a
complaint against the Hawthorn Corporation on April 11, 2003, charging the facility

APHIS - Protecting American Agriculture

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 4222581



Ms. Carol J. Kolde
Page 2

with serious AWA compliance problems over a period of several years. Due to the
pending enforcement action, it would be inappropriate for us to comment further on the
matter at this time. However, we assure you that we will pursue appropriate penalties in
this case.

We appreciate your concern for the welfare of animals.

Sincerely,

Bobby R. Acord
Administrator
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Tha Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Room228A
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Madam Secretary:

35-4224085
AMS

We are writing to express our strong objection to the country of o rigin labeling
guidelines that the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Agricultural Marketing ; Service (AMS)
has developed in regard to peanuts. We are particularly concerned that the i [uidetines as
applied to any peanut products other than in-shell peanuts sold at retail will secome the
basis for the mandatory country of origin labeling regimen that is to take effect oft October
1, 2004. I

1 j
We believe that the AMS voluntary guidelines are incorrectly appiied tp shelled,

roasted and salted or flavored peanuts. The statute that establishes country pi orij 4n
labeling requirements for various covered commodities, including peanuts, specif cally
excludes from the labeling requirements such covered commodity "if the item is qn
ingredient in a processed food item" (7 U,S,C, 1638). Any common sense ii iterprtetation of
the term "processed food item" would encompass a shelled, roasted and saltod or flavored
peanut that is packaged for retail sale. Further, the established definition of "processing"
which AMS has used historically and consistently across a wide range of prc grams clearly
includes ihesa products. Even under the very narrow definition of a "process ed fc od item"
that AMS has adopted for purposes of its country of origin labeling guidelin< a, sb ;lled,
roasted and salted or flavored peanuts should be excluded from coverage bee ause they meet
the tests established in the definition in that the raw peanut in such products I las bfen
materially changed and is one of a cpmbination of ingredients that result in a prodjict with
an identity that is different from an in-ghell peanut.

for
of

AMS made a wholesale departure from the clear meaning of the
exemption for processed foods and it's own consistent regulatory approach to what
constitutes "processing" for the mere reason that the agency believes Congrej B inti mded
shelled, roasted and salted peanuts to be covered by the law because the "vatf majority
peanuts sold at retail" are just that, shelled, roasted and salted.

Control Number: 4224085
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However, there is no legislative history to support the AMS interpretation of
Congressional intent as far as peanuts are concerned. The House-approved £002 jFann Bill
did not include peanuts among the commodities covered by their country ojF origin labeling
provisions. The Senate Agriculture Committee added peanuts to the list of ;oveijed
commodities, bxrt did not include any reference to "peanut products" in the i statutory
language or in the Committee Report accompanying me legislation. The Himse $nd Senate
Conference Committee agreed to a broad exemption, for "covered commodi iea,"jincluding
peanuts, if they are "an ingredient in a processed food item." The Conferen ;e Report
references the processed food item exemption but contains nothing that wot Id indicate that
the labeling requirements were to be extended to anything but in-shell peanuts sold in bulk
at retail. j |i

It is well established in case law that the explicit statutory languai ;e controls the
construction of any implementing regulation. That is especially so in the ab; »ence| of clearly
articulated legislative history to the contrary. The general rule of constructU m is ihat the
intent of the lawmaker is to be found in the plain meaning of the language ol 'the statute.
Accordingly, deference must be given to the cleax purpose of the processed j bod Exemption
contained in the statute. Applying such rules of construction can only lead tt i the Conclusion
that a peanut that has been shelled, roasted, combined, with other ingredients jand packaged
for sale at retail is indeed a processed food item that is exempt from the covqrage pf the
country of origin provisions.

It also is important to note that the legislative history of the Farm If ill indicates
that the country of origin provisions contained therein were intended to exter d to Ihose
commodities not cuirently required to bear such labeling under Section 304 c f the [Tariff Act
of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1304). Under this statute and its implementing regulatioi s, afljpeanuts
sold in their "immediate containers" are subject to the country of origin label ng t
requirements of the Tariff Act. Only those products sold in bulk or loosely ft om ajbk at the
supermarket—such as in-shell peanuts—currently are not required to bear cotntry jof origin
labeling. Consequently, only in-shell peanuts sold in bulk should be subject tjo thejnew
country of origin labeling provisions of the Farm Bill. All other peanut products aie
adequately regulated by the U.S. Customs Service. !

AMS cannot ignore the rules of statutory construction or the extant legislative
history in order to sustain its strained reasoning that shelled, roasted and salted peanuts are
not processed food items and therefore are subject to the country of origin, labi sling
requirements.

We also are concerned that AMS's rationale for applying country ol
labeling requirements to other than in-shell peanuts opens the door to extendin g thi
coverage to any product that contains peanuts, something which was clearly n
either Congress or the agency. In fact, various peanut growers organizations
peanut butter and peanut candy to be covered by the country of origin labeling pro
If AMS is to prevent the application of the labeling requirements from apinnin
control, the agency must draw the line now at m-shell peanuts.

>t intended by
hjave cjalled for

•visions,
out jof
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We respectfully request that you intercede before AMS publishes proposed
regulations to implement the mandatory country of origin labeling regime that isjto take
effect on October 1,2004. Specifically, we asfe you to make sure that only |u>sh01 peanuts
are covered by country of origin labeling provisions.

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.

Sincerely,

Jim Gerlach

Melissa Hart
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USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

AUG 2 8 2003

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for the letter of July 14,2003, expressing your objection to the Country of
Origin Labeling Guidelines that the Department of Agriculture (USDA) developed
regarding peanuts. Your concern relates to peanuts, specifically those other than in-shell
peanuts sold at retail, that will be covered under the mandatory Country of Origin
Labeling regulations.

As you are aware, the 2002 Farm Bill includes provisions that will require peanuts and
certain other commodities to be labeled with the country of origin when offered for sale
in retail stores. That law requires that USDA first issue voluntary guidelines. This was
done in the Fall of 2002. We are now developing the mandatory regulations and, in
accordance with the law, these will be published by September 30, 2004. Before the
regulations are published hi their final form, they will be published as a draft, and the
public will be invited to comment on them. USDA will take those comments into
account prior to issuing the final rules.

At this time, no final determination has been made on what peanut products will be
considered a covered commodity under this law. We appreciate your thoughts on this
matter. Clearly, there are important issues to be considered, and we will take your views
into consideration as the regulations are developed.

Sincerely,

Bill Hawks
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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September 17, 2003

35-4223534
Ms. Ann M. Veneman . ;
Secretary of Agriculture i
United States Department of Agriculture
US Dept. of Agric., Rm. 1 16A, Whitten Bldg.
14th and Independence, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Ms. Veneman,

We urge you to expedite the review of Wisconsin's request for federal disaster declarations for
34 counties that sustained significant losses due to alfalfa winterkill from last winter. Further,
we request your assistance in quickly considering any future requests for disaster designations
presented by the State of Wisconsin,

Mother Nature has not been kind to Wisconsin farmers during this past year. During the winter
months, weather conditions were such that many farmers' alfalfa and forage stands were severely
damaged or even killed. Livestock producers had hoped to recover with this year's crops when
promising weather forecasts were made during the early summer months. However, the rains
have not fallen as needed during August and September, and drought conditions now pervade
Wisconsin. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, areas in
Wisconsin are now seeing year-to-date deficits of 8-12 inches and vast areas of Wisconsin were
classified as suffering severe drought by the U.S. Drought Monitor.

During the month of August, we saw the conditions in Wisconsin first-hand and spoke with
many constituents regarding the drought situation. As we each traveled across the state, the
damage that Mother Nature had inflicted on the corn and soybean fields as well as the hay crop
was clearly visible. As August progressed, the quality of the crops steadily deteriorated as they
were deprived of much needed rains. Constituents expressed their struggles to continue farming
though the disastrous weather of the past year. They worried that poor forages and higher feed
prices would force many farmers to make the choice to leave their livelihoods behind.

We are very concerned about the loss of Wisconsin farms that has occurred and ask your
assistance to help keep Wisconsin farms in business. In response to these severe weather
conditions, the governor requested federal disaster declarations on July 2 1 , 2003 for 34
Wisconsin counties: Barton, Brown, Buffalo, Burnett, Chippewa, Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire,
Forest, Florence, Jackson, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Marquerte, Menominee,
Oconto, Oneida, Outagamie, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Portage, Price, Rusk, St. Croix, Sawyer,

Control Number: 4229534
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Shawano, Taylor, Vilas, Washburn, Waupaca, and Wood. We urge you to expedite the review
and consideration of this request in order to provide much needed federal assistance to farmers in
need.

Further, it is likely that_ additional requests for disaster declarations will be made once the extent
of the losses from this summer's drought is known. Already over two-thirds of the state's
counties are considering requests for disaster declarations and more may do so if conditions
worsen. We hope that you will commit to expedite any future disaster requests as the governor
has requested.

On behalf of farmers in Wisconsin who have suffered from disastrous weather conditions during
this past year, we thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

A^J 4

/
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October 28, 2003

Director of Congressional Relations
Department of Agriculture
213A Administration Bldg.
Jefferson Drive, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Sir or Madam:

05-4233229
FSIS

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Garret! Harris of 
 regarding question he has about the 

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Garrett in obtaining
answers to his questions.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 185648. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
Constituent Services Assistant, Tricia Stoneking, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

alRyan
Member of Congress

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(608)752^1050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7™ AVENUE
KENOSHA, Wl 53140

(262)654-1901 . FAX: 1262] 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(2621 637-0510 . FAX: (262I 637-5689

Control Number: 4233229
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$S&\ United States Food Safety Washington, D.C.
JS'IL^JJJ) Department of and Inspection 20250

Agriculture Service

m 9 2004

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Constituent Services Center
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your October 28, 2003, letter, on behalf of Mr. Garrett Harris of
Franksville, Wisconsin, about the approval process for food products. We apologize for
the delay in a response.

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) of the Department of Agriculture is the
public health regulatory agency responsible for ensuring that meat, poultry, and
processed egg products are safe, wholesome, and accurately labeled. FSIS enforces the
Federal Meat Inspection Act, the Poultry Products Inspection Act, and the Egg Products
Inspection Act, which require Federal inspection and regulation of meat, poultry, and
processed egg products prepared for distribution in commerce for use as human food.
Mr. Harris may want to visit our web site at http://www.fsis.usda.gov for more
information on FSIS activities. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has primary jurisdiction over foods
other than meat, poultry, and processed egg products.

FSIS sets standards for food safety and inspects meat, poultry, and egg products produced
domestically and those that are imported to protect the public health. There are more
than 7,600 Federal inspectors who inspect these products daily to ensure that food safety
regulations are enforced. On July 25, 1996, FSIS issued a landmark regulation on
Pathogen Reduction and Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) systems.
The rule addresses the serious problem of foodborne illness in the United States
associated with meat and poultry products by focusing attention on the prevention and
reduction of microbial pathogens on products that cause illness. For example, every
establishment is required to develop a HAACP plan, a written hazard analysis that
determines the food safety hazards that are likely to occur in the production process and
identifies the preventive measures the establishment can apply to control those hazards.
FSIS inspection personnel are responsible for evaluating the implementation and
maintenance of the HACCP plan developed by the establishment. The HACCP system is
a major achievement because it represents a significant modernization in the way meat,
poultry, and eggs are processed, with emphasis on prevention and control of foodborne
hazards.

FSIS FORM 2630-9 (6/86) EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN EMP1 OYMFNT ANH RFRVirF-;
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The Honorable Paul Ryan
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The United States has the safest food supply in the world, and FSIS is committed to
protecting the public health by using its authority to ensure that plants that produce meat,
poultry, or egg products adhere to food safety regulations. If a livestock or poultry
slaughter or processing plant violates the regulations, FSIS can take enforcement actions
that could include withholding FSIS inspection. This effectively shuts down an
establishment's operations until the establishment takes action to correct the problem.

Because FDA has jurisdiction over foods other than meat, poultry, and processed egg
products, we are forwarding a copy of your letter to that agency for a response. If
Mr. Harris would like to contact them directly, the address is: FDA, HHS, Office of
Consumer Affairs, HFE-88, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 20857. The FDA
web site is located at: http://www.fda.sov.

The responsibility for ensuring safe food at the retail level is under the jurisdiction of
State and local authorities. Mr. Harris also may want to contact the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, Division of Food Safety, at
281 1 Agriculture Drive, Post Office Box 891 1, Madison, Wisconsin 53708, telephone
608-224-4701.

I hope this information is useful. If you or Mr. Harris would like to have additional
information, please contact our Congressional and Public Affairs Office at 202-720-3897.

Thank you again for writing.

Sincerely,

William C. Smith
Assistant Administrator
Office of Field Operations

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
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December 10,2003

The Honorable Aon Venernan
Secretary
U.S. Department' of Agriculture 35"~J4235O43
14th Street & lodepeadence Southwest Ave «-»•-**•»
Washington, D.C. 20250 RBS

Dear Secretary Veneman:

We arc writing in strong support of the application submitted by United Wisconsin Grain
Producers (UWGP) for a Value-Added Agricultural Product Market Development grant.
UWGFs grant is vital to Wisconsin's economy and its economic growth in the future.

As our nation continues to develop new sources of renewable fuels, the construction of
ethanoil plants such as this will ease the transition from our country's dependency ou foreign
fuels, Companies such as UWGP, who demonstrate a strong vision for the future, will be our
country's greatest asset in order to meet the increased demand for domestic energy, UWGP will
construct a state of the art facility, incorporating the latest .process control systems and
biotechnology for production yields and quality. In addition to providing ethanol fuel, the plant
will also provide by-products such as distillers' grains, which can be used to feed cattle and bs
used m pet food. .

The development of the UWGP plant is widely supported throughout this community and
the statej an.d there are numerous benefits associated with its construction, The positive
economic impact the plant will have on the rural community of Friesland and the state of
Wisconsin is tremendous, Id addition to an expanded tax base, revenue generate irom the plant
will allow for improvements throughout the community, as well as <he creating high paying jobs.
Most importantly, this plant will also greatly benefit farmers throughout the state by providing
them with a value-added market for their commodities.

Once again, we offer our strong support of the application submitted by United
Wisconsin Grain Producers^ If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact either of us.

Best Regard

PaulRyaS
Member of

FIUKIED ON RECTCUlb ffffft
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The Honorable Mark Green
U.S. House of Representatives
1314 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Green:

On behalf of Secretary Veneman, thank you for your letter dated December 10, 2003, on
behalf of the United Wisconsin Grain Producers' application for a Value-Added Development
Grant (VADG). The VADG program is administered by the Rural Business-Cooperative
Service (RBS), a Rural Development Agency.

Funding for the VADG program is on a national competitive basis, and selections are based on
established criteria. A total of 781 proposals were submitted requesting over $158 million.
There was approximately $28.6 million available for this year's program. We are pleased to
inform you that the United Wisconsin Grain Producers' proposal was awarded $450,000 on
December 11,2003.

Again, thank you for your interest and continued support of this program. An identical letter
was sent to Congressman Paul Ryan.

Sincerely,

JOHN ROSSO
Administrator
Rural Business-Cooperative Service

cc:
The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

cc:
CB - FILE COPY
CB - Suspense
CB - M. Bowers
RBS/CMD - M. Warman
RBS - Rosso
LAPAS - B. Morton
State Director - Iowa

NOTE TO FILE: Referred to the VADG Announcement dated 12/11 /03.
12/19/03 LAPAS & Mr. Peter ihonias provided pre-approved language. Award
confirmed against USDA News Announcement dated 12/11/03 (attached).

DRAFTED:CB:M.Bowers:mb: 12/17/03:720-9723: lOa

Control Number: 4235043
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February 12, 2004

35-4239940Ms, Ana M. Venernan
Secretary of Agriculture
United Stales Department of Agriculture
US Dept of Agric., Rm. 1 16A, Whitten Bldg.
14th and Independence, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Ms. Veneraan,

We write to ask that you. expedite the review of Wisconsin' s request for federal disaster declarations
for 59 counties that sustained significant crop losses in 2003 due to drought conditions.

2003 was a challenging year for Wisconsin's farmers. We appreciate your secretarial disaster
designation in September 2003 &r 49 Wisconsin counties where crops suffered from winter kill and
deep frost early in 2003 . Farmers in Wisconsin are grateful for the assistance that USDA has since
provided. Enuring the winter months, weather conditions wears such that many farmers' alfalfa and
forage stands were severely damaged or even killed. Livestock producers had hoped to recover wife
this year's crops when promising weather forecasts were made during the early summer months.
However, the rains did not fall as needed, and drought conditions pervaded the state,

During the summer and fall of 2003, we saw the conditions in Wisconsin first-hand and spoke with
many constituents regarding the drought situation. As we each traveled across the state, the damage
that had been inflicted on fee com and soybean fields as well as the hay crop was clearly visible.
Other crops negatively affected included oats, hay, pasture, barley, wheat, green peas, snap beans,
sweet com, and tobacco* As the season progressed, the quality of these crops steadily deteriorated
as they were deprived of much-needed rains. Constituents told us about their struggles to continue
farming though, the disastrous weather of the past year, and they worried that poor crops might force
them to leave their livelihoods behind.

We are very concerned about the loss of Wisconsin farms that lias occurred and ask your assistance
to help keep Wisconsin farms in business, In response to these severe weather conditions, the
governor requested federal disaster declarations on January 15, 2004, for 59 Wisconsin counties:
Adams, AsWand, Barren, Bayfieid, Buffalo, Burnett, Calumet, CMppewa, Clark, Columbia,
Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac, Forest, Grant, Green,
Green Lake, Iowa, Iron, Jackson, Jeffereon, Juneau, Kenosha, La Crosse, Lafayette,, Laagiade,
Lincoln, Marquette, Milwaukee, Monroe, Oneida, Qzaukee, Pepin, Pierce, Polk. Portage, Racine,
RicMaad, Rock, Rusk, St. Croix, Sauk, Sawyer, Trenrpleaa, Yemen, Vilas, Walwortfa, Washburn,
Washington, Waukesha, Waupaca, Waushara, Wranebago, and Wood. We urge you to expedite the

Control Number: 4239940
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review arid consideration of this request in order to provide much-needed federal assistance to
farmers in need.

On behalf of farmers in Wisconsin who have suffered from drought conditions during 2003, we
thank you for your attention to this important matter-

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan Tamm



USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

MAR 0 2 20IH

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

On behalf of Secretary Venernan, thank you fervour letter of February 12, 2004. cosignedby
your colleagues, concerning a Secretarial disaster designation for 59 counties in Wisconsin
due to drought conditions.

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) is aware that Wisconsin fanners and ranchers are
experiencing abnormally dry to severe drought conditions, as are other pasts of the country.
Be assured that USDA is committed to using all existing authorities to provide immediate
relief to farmers and ranchers affected by drought.

USDA received Governor Jim Doyle's request dated January 15, 2004, for a Secretarial
disaster designation for 59 Wisconsin counties due to drought. Currently, USDA is reviewing
the request in order to make a determination as to whether these counties suffered a
30-percent or greater loss io one or more crops. After USDA has reviewed the request and
made a determination, you will be promptly notified.

Farmers in counties declared a disaster area and contiguous counties have 8 months from the
date of the declaration to apply for emergency loans to help cover pan of their losses. The
Farm Service Agency will consider each loan application based on its own merits, taking into
account eligibility, the extent of Josses, security available, repayment ability, and other
regulatory criteria.

Again, thank you for your letter. A similar letter is being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

J.B, Penn
Under Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services

An equal Opportunity Empioye'
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March 26,2004

Ms, Aon M. Veneman
Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
14th and Independence, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Veueman:

We write to you to on behalf of our constituents that have contacted us regarding the European
Union's trade ban on a variety of live birds and fresh meat products due to concerns about avian
influenza. Wisconsin has a number of producers of these products that are struggling with the
loss of export markets and the uncertainty that has arisen.

On February 24, 2004, the EU imposed a ban on a wide variety of export products due to
concerns over the discovery of avian influenza in a limited number of states in the U.S. These
products include: Live poultry, ratites, farmed and wild feathered game birds and hatching eggs
of those species, live birds other than poultry (such as pet birds) including those accompanied by
their owner, fresh meat of poultry, ratites, wild and farmed feathered game, meat preparations and
meat products consisting of, or containing meat of those species and eggs for human
consumption. The ban was recently extended by the EU through April 23, 2004.

This ban is having a tremendous negative impact upon Wisconsin businesses involved in
exporting bkds and/or avian products covered under the EU's trade ban. Export sales are being
lost and the uncertainty over the length of the ban makes planning the production of an
agricultural commodity incredibly difficult. It is our understanding that there are ongoing
negotiations with the EU to distinguish between various U.S. regions regarding this ban and that
staff from the Foreign Agricultural Service as well as the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service have been involved. We urge the department to continue its efforts to pursue a scientific
resolution to this trade ban. In particular, special attention should be paid to lifting the ban on
live animals and hatching eggs.

Thank you for your time and attention to this request.

Sincerely,

Russell D. Feingold Paul Ryan
U.S. Senator U.S. Representative

CC: A. Ellen Terpstra, Administrator, Foreign Agricultural Services
Bobby Acord, Administrator, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Dr. John Clifford, Assistant Deputy Administrator, APfflS-VS

Control Number: 4244301
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April 29, 2004

The Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
14th and Independence 35~4246802
Room2l3-A
Washington, B.C. 20250 APHIS

Dear Secretary Veneman:

Recently, USDA initiated an effort with the governments of Canada and Mexico to
harmonize regulations regarding bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) prevention and
control in North America. We axe writing to convey our strong support for a North American
harmonization effort for BSE, Avian Influenza, and other foreign animal diseases and urge you
to fully restore cattle and beef trade in North America.

The North American beef, poultry, and pork industries are best served by eliminating
technical barriers to trade. Each country has a sovereign right to establish regulations to ensure
food safety and protect animal health, but too often those regulations are inconsistent with the
International Organization of Epizootics (OIE) standards and scientific rationale. We agree with
rules that are based on scientifically sound control and intervention measures that protect public
and animal health, rather than arbitrary and precautionary rules that inhibit trade and impose
unnecessary costs on a country's citizens and its industries. It is imperative to establish a
uniform set of North American rules, consistent with the OIE standards, to restore interrupted
trade in cattle, beef and poultry products - both in North America and around the world.

The International Review Team, which you requested through the Foreign Animal
Disease Advisory Committee, acknowledged the importance of taking this action when it said in
its report, that the "U.S. should demonstrate leadership in trade matters by adopting
import/export policies in accordance with international standards, and thus encourage the
discontinuation of irrational trade barriers..."

We hope USDA can expedite actions to re-establish fall cattle and beef trade across
North America regardless of age. Resuming lull trade between the U.S. and Canada
demonstrates leadership and signals to the International community a renewed commitment to
scientifically established OIE guidelines and standards. Furthermore, resumption of North

Control Number: 4246802
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American cattle and beef trade will restore full economic activity to production lines across the
country which will protect American jobs and alleviate recent economic concerns.

Similarly, the poultry industry is experiencing significant economic damage as a result of
non-scientific barriers to trade that have been propagated since the discovery of avian influenza.
The 01E scientific guidelines are very clear for countries that have both high path and low path
avian influenza. The OIE guidelines provide that trade should not be interrupted because of low
path avian influenza. Yet, many significant international markets arbitrarily banned U.S. poultry
and did ivot recognize the foreign animal disease controls and intervention measures maintained
by USDA. Likewise with high path avian influenza, under the OIE guidelines countries that
maintain a regionalization control program can continue to trade. Regardless, many international
markets have failed to allow unfettered trade by failing to recognize these scientifically proven
containment programs.

Given the low level of BSE risk and the existing intervention and surveillance measures
for avian influenza in North America., we respectfully request these technical barriers to trade be
eliminated, the North American cattle trade be fully restored, and for USDA to push for
harmonization of animal health regulations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,



USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, O.C. 20250

June 28, 2004

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of April 29, 2004, to Secretary Veneman regarding harmonization
of regulations governing bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) and other foreign animal
diseases.

We appreciate your support for our efforts to date. As you know, the Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has been working with Canada and Mexico to address the need for a coordinated,
North American approach to BSE regulatory and trade issues. Like you, we believe that working
in a coordinated fashion with Canada and Mexico will improve our ability to protect our highly
integrated food supply, maintain consumer confidence, and bring about greater consistency in
trade. Furthermore, we agree that our efforts to harmonize animal health regulations must go
beyond just BSE, but also include avian influenza, exotic Newcastle disease, and other foreign
animal diseases of concern to both livestock and poultry producers.

Since Canada's detection of BSE in May 2003, USDA officials have been promoting
discussions to develop an international agreement on practical, uniform steps countries may
take to resume trade in ruminant products with countries that have reported few or no cases
of BSE and that have implemented appropriate measures to mitigate the dissemination of the
disease. In September 2003, USDA and its Canadian and Mexican counterparts urged the
World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) to consider a more practical, risk-based approach
to trade where BSE risk is concerned. Efforts are now underway at the OIE to update and modify
the BSE standards. USDA is working with like-minded countries to steer the OIE BSE chapter
in a practical direction to establish a harmonized, risk-based framework for managing BSE. The
framework would allow trade of low-risk animals and products from countries where BSE may
have been reported but where effective controls and risk management measures are in place.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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USDA will continue working with like-minded countries and the OIE to promote a harmonized,
risk-based framework for managing harmful foreign animal diseases. We remain committed to
fair international sanitary trade standards and the elimination of all sanitary trade barriers on
livestock, poultry, and related products that are not based on sound science.

Thank you again for writing and for your support on this important issue. We are providing
this same information to the other Members of Congress who signed the letter.

Sincerely,

Bill Hawks
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Ms. Mary Waters
Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 25250-0003

Dear Ms. Waters:

05-4248439
FNS

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Thomas Berger, Executive Director of the
Racine County Food Bank in Racine, Wisconsin, regarding the difficulties they and other food
pantry organizations are experiencing with the interpretation of USD A guidelines relating to the
storage temperature of certain food items.

Enclosed please find a copy of Director Berger's letter to me, along with his signed
privacy act release form. They are asking for clarification as to whether local authorities are
correctly interpreting this USDA guideline. Further, if this guideline is being properly
interpreted, they are also seeking information regarding any waivers that may exist.

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything can be
done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Thomas Berger and the Racine County
Food Bank in resolving this problem by addressing their questions and concerns.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file number
203628. My Racine Office address is 304 6th Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 53403. Should you have
any questions about this request, my Office Administrator, Scott Rausch, can be reached by
calling 262-637-0510.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Enclosure

aul Ryan
Member of Congress

JANESVILLE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10

JANESVILLE, Wl 53545
(608)752-4050 . FAX: (6081 752-4711

KENOSHA

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7TH AVENUE

KENOSHA, Wl 53140
(262)654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 6TH STREET

RACINE, Wl 53403
(262)637-0510 . FAX: (262! 637-5689

Control Number: 4248439



Racine County Food Bank
2000 DeKoven Ave., Racine, WI53403-2481

Voice 262-632-2307 Fax 262-632-2643
Email info@racinecountyfoodbank.org

UnfbedVfey
of Racine County
Helps Here

April 30, 2004

Congressman Paul Ryan
20 South Main St., Ste. 10
Janesville, WI 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan,

COPY

In response to your letter dated April 8 regarding USDA food, originally my question to your Racine staff
person Scott Rausch was ONLY to learn if in fact the USDA had a requirement that dry TEFAP food be
stored between 40° and 70° Fahrenheit. So yes I would like your help (as they won't speak directly to me)
in learning if this is actually a USDA requirement.

If this is in fact a USDA requirement and not just a misinterpretation by the State of Wisconsin DHFS it has
impact nationwide! Several pantries in Racine County have stopped taking TEFAP food because they
cannot comply with the alleged rule. And frankly no pantry, shelter or meal program can comply with this
requirement! I wonder if this rule is enforced in the southern states where the cost to air-condition an area
down to 70° or less would be even more expensive than here in Wisconsin in July!

Please help us learn if this is a federal requirement to be followed (IF SO WE MUST WORK TO CHANGE
IT!) or if this is nothing more than a misunderstanding by Wisconsin's DHFS of the application of a
guideline. I note that in an issue of Insight.. .Out a newsletter from USDA the new Midwest Regional
Administrator is Mr. Ollice C. Holden and I have copied the story of his appointment and the USDA contact
information and enclosed it here.

Thank you in advance for your efforts on behalf of the people struggling here in Racine County. A swift
answer to this question is imperative. Please give us a call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Racine County Food Bank

Thomas G Berger '
Executive Director

PS: Please note the correct address as we moved years ago and the April 8 letter never arrived here by mail.

C: Scott Rausch, Racine office

Visit the Food Bank & Thoughts For Food Web Sites
www.racinecountvfoodbank.org and www.thoughtsforfood.org

Rev. 10/2003
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The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
304 6* Street
Racine, Wisconsin 53403

Dear Congressman Ryan:

File Number: 53403

This is in response to your inquiry on behalf of Thomas Berger, Executive Director of the
Racine County Food Bank, regarding interpretation of the Department of Agriculture's
(USDA) guidelines for storage temperatures of food utilized in the Emergency Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP).

There is no USDA requirement for storage temperatures of dry foods utilized in TEFAP.
In August 1998, USDA disseminated guidance related to storage temperatures and
approximate shelf life data for various food items when stored at three different
temperatures: 40°F, 70°F, and 90°F . High storage temperatures can significantly shorten
the shelf-life of a food product and negatively impact the quality of the food. This
information was intended to provide guidance to TEFAP sites to assist them in determining
how long a product would retain best flavor and quality at various storage temperatures. It
was issued as guidance only, not Federal regulation or requirement.

Thank you for your interest in USDA's commodity nutrition assistance programs, and we
hope this information will assist you with responding to your constituent.

Si

Pete S. Murano
Deputy Administrator
Special Nutrition Programs

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

OES/
OGA

FINAL:FNS:SNP:FDD:PamBeward:fjh:06-04-04:703-305-l 126:05-4248439
DOCUMENT NAME: The Honorable Paul Ryan (J: DRIVE)

Control Number: 4248439
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August 19,2004

Ms. Mary Waters
Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

FSA

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Dale Noble of Burlington, Wisconsin,
regarding the 

1 would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Mr. Noble and his
family in resolving this problem.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 217651. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
District Director, Ms. Tremmel, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Sincerely,

Paul Kyan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(6081 752^1050 . FAX: (608) 752^1711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, Wl 53140

(262)654-1901 . FAX: I262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6TH STREET
RACINE. Wl 53403

(2621637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689

Control Number: 4258882
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Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form
i

0 &LJE. E-Mail:

Address:

and Zip Code:

Phone Number (Home):

Social Security Numbe

Agency Involved: [

Veteran's Number:

cE HGGjJe-y ZY. S. T)e r <M &UL

The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheet(s) if necessary)

**Privacy Act Release**

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan is
authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: Date:

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan

20 South Main Street. Suite 10
Janesville, WI 53545

Phone: (608) 752-4050
toll-free in Wisconsin - 1-888-909-RYAN (7926)

Fax:(608)752-4711

*** Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records. Your
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, WI 53545

(608I 752-4050 . FAX: I608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, WI S3140

(262) 654-1901 . FAX: (262| 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 BTH STREET
RACINE, WI 53403

12621 637-0510 . FAX: (262I 637-5689

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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United States
Department of
Agriculture

Farm and Foreign
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Services
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Agency

1400 Independence
Ave, SW
Stop 0501
Washington, DC
20250-0501

NOV -8 2D04
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, United States House

of Representatives
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 19, 2004, on behalf of your constituent,
Mr. Dale Noble of Burlington, Wisconsin, concerning 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 4258882

(b) (6)
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Again, thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

John A.Johnson
Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901
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August 28, 2004

Ms. Mary Waters
Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

05-4258883
FSA

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Charles Paul of Whitewater, Wisconsin,
regarding 

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Charles and his family
in resolving this problem by ensuring that this matter receives your full, fair and prompt
consideration.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 216971. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
District Director, Ms. Tremmel, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

~Sincerel

aul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(608)752-1050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, Wl 53140

1262)654-1901 . FAX:(262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(262)637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689

Control Number: 4258883
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Name:

Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form
/<f<. - PatA/ _ E-Mail: _

:Address

City and Zip Code.

Phone Number (Home)  (Work): _

Social Security Number:

Agency Involved: US D/V

Veteran's Number:

The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheet(s) if necessary) 

**Privacy Act Release**

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan is
authorized by,rpe to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: Date:

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan

20 South Main Street. Suite 10
Janesville, WI 53545

Phone: (608) 752-4050
toll-free in Wisconsin - 1-888-909-RYAN (7926)

Fax: (608) 752-4711

*** Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records. Your
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.
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USDA

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Farm and Foreign
Agricultural
Services

Farm Service
Agency

1400 Independence
Ave, SW
Stop 0501
Washington, DC
20250-0501

OtT 21 200*
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, United States House

of Representatives
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 28, 2004, on behalf of your constituent,
Mr. Charles Paul 

Again, thank you for writing. I regret that my response could not be more favorable.

Sincerely,

John A>4ohnson
Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 4258883
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PAUL RYAN
IST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

1217 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4901

1202)225-3031
FAX: (202) 225-3393

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-909-RYAN

INTERNET: WWW.HOUSE.QOV/RYAN

Congres* o( tfje Umteli States;
of EcprcscntattUcs

\, ®C 20515-4901

COMMITTEE ON

WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

August 19,2004

Ms. Mary Waters
Asistant Secretary for Congressional
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
] 400 Independence Ave. S. W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

Relations

05-4259124
APHIS

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Darlene Yeager of 

Enclosed please find a copy >f the materials she sent me, which further detail her
concerns and questions. I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to
determine if anything can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist
Darlene in resolving this problem by addressing her questions and concerns. (Please note
that 1 have also sent a copy of Darlene's request to her State elected official, so that they
can assist her in addressing her concerns about state statutes and regulations pertaining to
the care of dogs at dog farms or by breeders.)

Please address your respons
number 218595. My Janesville offi

to my Janesville office and reference my file
e address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,^AJLI s\.

Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
District Director, Ms. Trammel,- can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your a^
response.

sistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely

Sincere

Enclosure

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE. Wl 53545

(608)752-4050 . FAX: 1608) 752-4711

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, Wl 53140

262)654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 6TH STREET

RACINE, Wl 53403
(262) 637-05 ifl . FAX: (262) 637-5689

Control Number: 4259124
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August 8, 2004

Dear Representative Paul Ryan

WH 3 WILL SAVE US??

We are so thirsty. Our water is hot and then it is frozen and dirty. We are so
hungry, never enough to eat; we have never seen a toy we don't know what a toy
is. Our feet have never touched the grass, we have no room to sit or lie down or
sometimes stand and our bodios are always being bit by flies, mosquitoes and
tics. We are full of infections and tumors in our ears, eye, rectums, genitals and
feet. Our limbs are broken, oui jaws are broken and some of us have no teeth.
Even if we do our gums bleed fi om the rock hard food. We have nobody to hold
or comfort us in our pain, we aro not worthy of any veterinary care. We cowl and
shudder with no relief. We fear the miller and the 2X4 board he carries, who will
save us I/we will save you. We hear your cries deep in the woods where all
these dirty deeds are carried out, we the good people are coming for you one
and all. We promise not to purchase your babies from pet shops or malls
anymore. We will speak out lor you. We cry for you^Me gray for you. We
promise we wilt come for you at the mills.

I am writing to you regardingthe vast number of dogs that are being abused

everyday in this entire country in puppy mills. A puppy mill defined is a breeding

kennel for the sole purpose of s jpplying dogs to pet stores across the country.

There are laws on the books fruit are not being enforced. I am enclosing

information on the daily torture of these dogs for you to read for yourself, and

pleading with you to help me sa/e the dogs. Please Representative Paul Ryan

institute and enforce the laws to stop interstate transporting of these animals as

many as half are dying during tt e transport process often without any food, water

jfedtoor adequate ventilation. We need to monitor closely the milts within out own

state that are currently are not t eing regulated or ever inspected for compliance.



I know you will act upon this an(fl 1 thank you in advance, but the dogs thank you

even more.

Sincerely,
Darlene Yeager

Enclosures:
Information from www.puppymillrescue.com website

(b) (6)



Pet Stores: Pet Store Puppies and Puppy Mi Is Pet Store Puppy Page 1 of4

ho

the dog
puppy care

cish

WHERE DO PET STORE PUPPIES CC ME FROM?

ie | web design | the dog house | contact us
ish | puppy mills | tortured | you paid for it |
breeders | before you breed | behavior | our

dogs | a great day | reptiles | links

The majority of the puppies sold
mills. These dog farms typically ke
feces infested crates their entire
veterinary care, exercise, or love,
genetic defects and health problem
them will die young. By purchasing
for these puppy millers to supply
dogs. Please consider adopting a
purchased in a pet store, a pound

pet stores come from breeding farms called puppy
5p dozens or hundreds of dogs in tiny, filthy pest and

producing litter after litter. They rarely receive
Many of the puppies produced by these places have
related to the conditions they are raised in. Most of
a dog from a pet store, you are creating a demand
nd are supporting their cruelty and mistreatment of

from a shelter. Remember...every time a puppy is
puppy may be killed.

dog

This severely malnourished dog is I
stores across the US.

kely the parent of hundreds of puppies sold in pet

Below is an example of the size cage a typical puppy mill dog is confined to 24/7. This
injured puppy mill dog cannot stand on his foot, yet receives no care:

http://www.mydog8it,com/doghouse/puppj mills.htm 8/8/2004



Pet Stores: Pet Store Puppies and Puppy Mills Pet Store Puppy Page 2 of 4

photo from www.peta.com

PUPfIM46INE LIFE AS A QO6 IN A PUPPY MILL

Imagine spending your whole life barefoot on a wire floor. Your feet are always bloody
and sore. There are three other people sharing your tiny cage with you. When you go to
the bathroom, it collects on the ground underneath you and is left there indefinitely. The
stench makes you sick. Your only protection from the sun, rain, wind, and snow is a
torn tarp that dangles over the top of your cage. You are constantly forced to breed, and
your children are taken from you md sold, except for the babies that die from lack of
proper care. Many of your babies will die on their way to pet stores due to illness or
because they are too young to eat on their own. More will die once they get to the pet
stores as a result of inadequate care, fear, loneliness, and disease. Your body aches
from having so many children and not getting any exercise. You are exhausted, starving
and sick. The large male that shares your cage won't let you eat or drink, and attacks
you when you try- The only food you get is state and moldy anyways. You have infected
bites and scratches all over your
face and eyes. You are always afra
ailments. If not, you might wish yc
abuse or from being shot when yo

>ody, and flies are constantly swarming around your
id. You may die this month, from any of a number of
>u did. You will die young - whether from neglect and
j no longer produce babies to sell. You will die alone,

and many of your children will experience the same fate. You have never known Jove or
the freedom of running through an open field with your best friend. Here there are only
enemies. The USDA, who is responsible for maintaining healthy standards in breeding
mills, ignores your misery because they are more concerned about making sure the
farmers are making enough mone
start farming puppies in the first f Jace. The only way you will every be set free is if all
the people out there stop buying
out of business...

Should any livinc

r. They are actually the ones who advised farmers to

'our babies from pet stores to put the puppy farmers

being be forced to live like this?

http://vvww.mydog8it.coni/doghouse/pupp v mills.htm 8/8/2004
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Please e-mail your Senators and
stand for this kind of animal abuse
at www.mrsmith.com A few monients
world to the thousands of suffering

FeeJ free to copy and paste the following request in your e-mail:

I am writing to let you know

Representatives to let them know we will no longer
You can easily find their names & e-mail addresses

of your time will make all the difference in the
dogs across the US.

that I find the conditions of dog breeding farms
commonly called "puppy mills" to be abhorrent, disgusting, and abusive. I
am concerned that the USpA standards for the proper care of dogs in
breeding farms are not set high enough and are not regularly enforced. I am
urging you to please do all you can to raise the standards and help end the
suffering of the thousands of dogs trapped in these farms. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

THE AKC PLAYS A MAJOR ROLE IN KEEPIN6 PUPPY MILLS RUNNING

Please take another moment to
store puppies that are
http://www.akc.org/akc/contact_a
genetically defective, sick, neglect*
would pay thousands of dollars for

-mail the AKC and ask them to stop registering pet
produced in puppy mills by clicking here:

Kc.cfm If puppy millers could not register their
d dogs, they would be instantly out of business. Who
a mutt in a pet store window?

The AKC will tell you that it is not
can. This is just a poor excuse -
every year from puppy mills, an
instantly. It's sad that an organi
quality of each breed of dog is ma
may be lined, but they are defini
animal abuse and they can help by

THREE OTHER SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN DO:

1. Adopt a dog from a shelter o

2. Buy your pet supplies from a

3. and spread the news!

eir job to enforce the law and they are doing all they
hey are making thousands, if not millions of dollars

they have the power to shut them down almost
:ation that is supposed to care so deeply about the
ing money off the suffering of so many. Their pockets
ely dirty. Let them know it is everyone's job to stop
refusing to register puppy mill dogs.

' get your puppy from a responsible breeder,

store that doesn't sell puppies or kittens.

Thank you to the following web <
of these horrible conditions anp
themselves:

ites and organizations for helping to inform everyone
for fighting for the dogs who cannot fight for

•* www.helppuppies.cdm

"*Prisoners for Profit -

http://www.mydog8it.com/doghouse/puppy_mills.htm

- Info on Pet Stores and Puppy Mills

Info on Puppy Mills

8/8/2004
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-•-Stop-Puppy-Mills.com

•*www. hua.org - Heartf

-*w ww.peta.org - Anim

-*Maureen's Puppy Mill;

**BARK Info on Puppy \

Please distribute the above informa

s Pet Store Puppy Page 4 of 4

- More Info on Pet Store Puppies

United for Animals

I Rights Organization

Pages

ills

on to as many people as possible. If we can reach
more people we can help stop the cuelty and neglect. Thank you for caring.

[ delilah ] [ mowgli ] [ har

[ home ] [ puppy mills ] [ tortured ] [ you paid for it ] [ puppy care ]
[ breeders ] [ before you breed ] [ behavior ] [ a great day ] [ samson ]

All the information found on this
this site. Statements made on
breeder and webmaster makes n
puppies, or which breeders/pup
their dogs. All photos are the pro

ley ] [ tequila ] [ our friends ] [ reptiles ]
[ links ]

veb page is the sole opinion of the webmaster ol
lis page do not refer to any specific pet store or
claim as to where any specific store receives it's

ty mills do not maintain healthy conditions fot
erty of their copyright owners.

http: //www. my dogSit. com/doghou se/pupp mills.htm 8/8/2004



written by Patience Renzulli
as told and edited by Mary Magee

7'/H? stench. She couldn'/ believe the stench. Nothing in her life
had prepared her for this. Not the worst run city shelters. Not
the filthiest kennels. Nothing. The smell of stale urine and fresh
feces could not begin to compare with what she now faced. Her
eyes smarted. Her nose burned. Her brain tried to process the
odor of death; of dying flesh and dying souls. The stirik of
human greed and cruelty permeated the darkest corners of that
room. Every pore of her body was soaking up all of thai stench.
She had to go outside.

Wh January, Mary Magee heard about a dog auction that
f was scheduled to take place in February in Wheaton,

JL Missouri. She had read about these auctions, Never
did she imagine herself attending one. A recent article by a
woman who routinely rescued dogs from auctions had
fascinated her, and Mary had published it in her magazine.
She used the Internet to find out more about the upcoming
auction, not yet understanding where this path would lead,
or why she fett compelled to follow it. The Internet inquiries
brought her in touch with someone who had rescued more
than 2000 dogs from puppy mills and auctions. Other
people with experience in the dark under-workings of
the commercial dog market were advising her, and
she became conscious of the fact that she was
thinking of going to a dog auction.

Four days later, she learned about three
Whippet bitches being offered at the
auction. Mary's breed. A breed rarely
seen in pet store cages in the past,
but starting to appear more
frequently now. Every time a
Whippet is found in a pet store, it
sparks a heated discussion on the
Internet Whippet lists. Kind but
misguided people want to purchase the
puppy from the pet store to "rescue" it More
experienced people beg that no one buy the puppy, as
each sale only serves to make pet stores order niore
Whippets. The real rescuers know that the breeding stock
that produce pet store puppies live in unspeakably horrid
conditions, and every pet store puppy sale condemns more
breeding stock to that fate. And now three bitches, believed

to be less than two years old, would be auctioned to the t

highest bidder in an audience of commercial breeders.
The pet stores would have a great supply of Whippet
puppies in the near future.

So Mary was going to a dog auction. On February
17* in Wheaton, Missouri, a thirteen-hour drive from
her home, Mary Magee was going to a dog auction.

She contacted Peggy Bush, the irascible national president
of Whippet Rescue. Mary's Internet research had also led
her to the stark reality that she would need financial help to
be able to purchase all three of the Whippets, and though
she hated to ask, she knew Peggy was the first stop. Mary
feared she might have a fight on her hands, but Peg knew
the importance of keeping three young Whippet bitches out
of the grip of puppy millers. With Peggy's blessing and the
approval of the Board of Directors of the American Whippet
Club, Mary felt the tremendous relief of not having to face
leaving any of the young Whippets behind. But she was
already thinking about leaving the auction with the hounds in
hand, and she still had a very long way to go to get there.

It was time to call on other good friends and Whippet
lovers for their help. Ron Boutelle agreed to meet
Mary in Wheaton to give what turned out to be
tremendous moral support and to help in any way he
could. Ron and his wife Cheri are very active in
Whippet Rescue and are rarely without a foster
rescue Whippet in their home. Jamie Henry's initial
reaction was that buying the Whippets would be
"putting money into the bad guys' pockets," but he
agreed to help Mary with the drive, and would be
by her side in case of problems. Halfway through

the trip, they stopped at Marilyn Harvey's house for
a rest. They had started out immediately after work

on Friday and at Marilyn's home Jamie took a much-
needed nap. Mary was wound too tight to sleep, and

was grateful that Marilyn stayed up and listened to all of
her concerns about the auction.

They resumed the drive at 2:30 AM. They took turns resting in
the back of the van while the other drove. As they approached
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the tiny town of Wheaton, their apprehension became
palpable. They met Ron in a little "Ma and Pa"
convenience store, where they realized what a close
knit community they were in. "You goin' to the
auction?" the cashier queried, eying them with
suspicion. "We don't want no trouble here. You belong
to one of them animal groups?" Eyes around the store
peered their way. "No.* Choking on the words, they
said they were commercial breeders, looking to get
into some new breeds. It made Mary sick to her
stomach. After getting out of the store, Ron gave her a
hug.

The little group arrived at Southwest Auctions, a
livestock farm/holding/auction center, and the
number of people who were there for the auction
left them dumfounded. There was a guard with a
radio, gun, and handcuffs as they pulled into the
long drive to the parking lot. Another guard, also
with a radio, gun, and handcuffs was stationed at
the parking lot entrance. Both armed guards
checked for cameras, which were emphatically not
allowed on the premises. Mary parked, noticing the
number of expensive new cars, vans, and motor
homes in the lot

They faced a plain pole building. Inside the first
door was the office, the second ... a line to get
catalogs and bidding numbers. The sales staff
added personnel to accommodate the shocking
numbers of bidders. Ron headed for the dog room
to find the Whippets while Mary and Jamie waited
in line for their bidding number. Ron returned,
visibly shaken, and reported that the Whippets
were very young, and pretty, "they are just babies,"
and that he had to fight the urge to grab them from
the cage and just run. Jamie went to look at the
pups, while Mary found the person who would do
the actual Whippet bidding. When it is known that a
rescuer is bidding on any dog, the commercial
breeders will bid the dog up to escalate the price. It
is crucial to have someone not easily recognized
as a rescuer to do the bidding. (This person will
remain anonymous, even to the writer, and will not
be mentioned again.) That job completed, Mary
headed to the dog room to get her first glimpse of
the three Whippets.

walked through the auction room. It had a
high ceiling with a large ventilation duct, and
two large garage doors, opposite each other,

one on either side of the building to accommodate
trucks driving through for loading and unloading.

There was a food
vendor producing
smells of hot dogs
and hamburgers.
Another vendor was
openly
selling bags of Purina
dog food that were clearly
marked "Not for Retail Sale.
People were chatting and laughing,
visiting and greeting old friends. There were
banners on the walls advertising The American Pet
Registry, and signs advertising the DoBoTri Kennel,
the broker that was providing the auctioneer service
for the sale. There were more armed guards.

A s Mary passed through the small sliding bam
/J door into the dog room she gasped. (Oh my

^ JL God in heaven, the.smell.) The dog room had a
low ceiling, which leaked through the drooping
insulation, dripping water directly into the cages.
There were rows and rows of wire cages with wire
bottoms stacked three to four and even five cages
high. Along one wall there were "runs" for large
breeds. These were chain link pens, approximately
five feet high and three feet wide with a trough
running along them to collect excrement. None of
the animals in the room had food or water. There
were multiple dogs in each cage. Only a few had
room to stand in their cage; the rest were crammed
in crouched positions. There were around two
hundred and fifty dogs in that room. (Dead eyes. Lost
hope. Eyes pleading for release, death, anything, h'ect
horribly deformed from life on wire grid cage hotlomx.
Onief whimpers.
People laughing
helly laughs.
Children
scampering with
their chilidogs
and calling to
their parents.
Urine and feces
from dogs in the

upper crates B^H^^^^M^p; ft^tafGI (=
dripping on the K^^B^H&W ' ISHKi n
dogs below.
Occasionally a
growl. That
inescapable smell.)

Mary tried to get her wits about her. She didn't want
to show her emotion, to risk everything by being
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having to leave some of the Bostons behind. "I
haven't gotten used to it. I will never get used to it.
Tonight I will be ill. I will vomit. I'll pace. I'll cry. I'll
second-guess myself. I don't know how long I can
do it. But I know I must keep doing it as long as I
can."

There was a terrified seven and a half year old Bull
Mastiff bitch brought out for bidding. She would take
two trembling steps and drop to her belly. Two steps
and drop. Two steps and drop. All the while the
auctioneer was claiming what a great producer she
was. Tricia was tugging on the big tight chain around
her neck that held the cow tag with her lot number
on it. Two steps and drop. Shaking head to toe.
Soldf No Bull Mastiff rescue person was there.
"Three hundred and fifty dollars for the seven and a
half year old brood bitch."

champion male Brussels Griffon imported
from Russia brought $950. Three bull terriers
were sold to one person for $850 a piece.

Auctioneer Bob announced that the English Toy
Spaniel bitch had an underbite and an umbilical
hernia before she sold for $550. There were Jack
Russell Terriers and Japanese Chins. One woman
who the auctioneer referred to on a first name basis
as "Joyce" bought one Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel for $3,450. Most of the crowd was having a
fun time. Parents were letting their children do the
bidding sometimes. People would laugh at
Auctioneer Bob's jokes. The dogs with the tight
chains around their necks and their cow tag lot
numbers kept being dragged in. The door to the dog
room would slide open and there would be a brief
but gagging blast of stench. The whines from the
dog room turned to barks and cries, as puppies were
taken from mothers, and littermates were separated
for the first time.

Mary's eyes widened in disbelief as she seen the fist
three of the 13 Bernese Mountain Dogs brought out.
Puppies, little nine month old puppies. The wagged
and wiggled - tried to give kisses tot heir
unreceptive "handlers." Mary's heart ached as she
watched knowing the pups' had no idea what their
new lives would soon become. Imports brought in
just for this sale. "This one has a level bite," said the
auctioneer. Bidding was fast and furious.
Commercial breeders bidding left and right - a
rescuer having his price ran, and ran high! "Sold for
$3000 times three." Prices climbed on some to

$8000! A three month
old male, hernia -
$2250, a female two
months old, hernia
- $2400, two more
nine month old
females sold together
$6150 times two. (My God! These

:SL- three photos
(far left:
Cherish; above:
Liberty: leli:
Promise) show the
lack oi' condition
and weakness of
the rears.

people are phirana!) Two were auctioned sight
unseen! Over $60,000 for one breed, and most
believed to have been purchased and taken into
rescue.

"We have a fine 1999 model here, and see for
yourself, folks, this one is ready right nowT The little
Llasa was held up in the air, butt facing the bidders,
tail held out of the way, so everyone could see her
swollen vulva. There were 20 Papillons, two
Pekingese, and then the two Pembroke Welsh
Corgis that brought $650 a piece. Pomeranians and
poodles were in abundance. The poodles were in
particularly bad shape. Missing teeth, matted coats
soaked with filth. The rat terriers brought bids of $25
to $195.The first french bulldog was brought out, a
tiny palm sized piebald bitch. The auctioneer started
at $500, nothing, down to $300, still no bids. "How
about an opener of $100?" still nothing. Not even a
$25 bid. They were returned to the dog room unsold.

When Mary was a small child she had a dear friend
named Beardsly. Beardsly was an exemplary
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member of the Newfoundland breed. Mary cringed
when she saw a three-year-old Newfoundland bitch
and her two yearling puppies - both bitches - come
through the door, along with the stench from the dog
room. "Hey, look here, folks. We've got a fine '97
model and two 2000 models, right here!' The mother
walked the walk of the damned, eyes already dead,
seemingly unaware of her surroundings. The two
pups were terrified, being dragged by their tight
chains, hysterically smuggling. The three of them

Liberty was very weary of anything and anyone. Peeking mound
the crate in the above photo became something commonly seen
by her. Also note how down in ptsicrm this 17 1/2 weet pup is.

were completely saturated with urine from their
"run." Auctioneer Bob announced that the mother
"may already be bred' and that two of the three had
"reverse scissor bires. " The dam was sold for $2700
The young bitches went for $1500 and $2450. All
three to bidder #143. Once again tfary tiea&d
outside to get herself together. She was trembling,
she couldn't hold back the tears, and her belly was
in a tight hard knot.

crowd was thinning. The auction had
started at ten o'clock in the morning and it was

Js. nearing six. Commercial breeders were lining
i:p at the office to pay for their purchases. The
aiictioneer was nearing the end of the alphabet (w
lor Whippet. ) Mary's chest tightened. She couldn't get
a deep breath. There wasn't enough air. Her
thoughts were chaotic, circling around the image of
the three little Whippet puppies. What was she
thinking? It had to work Even with the backing of
AWC Rescue, she had a strict limit, and the prices on
some of the dogs had been astronomical. Those
three Newfoundland bitches had cost $6,650. (Please,
dear God. please Jet me gel them out. ) Tricia brought OUt
the Whippets Bob asked for an opening bid of $500.
More people got up to leave. (Breathe, damnit!) Bob
asked for an opening bid of $100. Nothing. "Do I hear
$75, then?" The bidding started at $75. They were

bidding against the commercial breeder who had
bought a large number of the sad Nttto poodles, (Oft.
no!) Back and forth, up to $350. (flease. God.) $400.
•Do I hear $450? i have $400. Anyone, $450?" The
Whippets strained against Iheir tight chains with the
catSe tag tot numbers. The timid one looked petrified.
Tricia looked tired and bored. (Bui, for God's sake, bid!
That's not our bid! Jesus, bid!) "\ have $450, now boy*,
do I hear $500T Mary looked at tne commercial
breeder, he snook Ms head. 1 have $450. Are we a»
done at $450? Do I heer $500? Going once at $450,
going twice for $450... sokl How many do you want
at $4607* (411 three. We want all three.) 'That's it, folks.
Three Whippets at $450 a piece."

After the final breed was auctioned - the tttie
Westies - auctioneer Bob thanked everyone for
attending, reminded the buyers that the setter
guarantees the purchases to be Brucellosis free for
forty days, and invited ail to come to the next sate on
March 3rd.

When their bid had gotten me Whippets, Mary had
fett a great sense of relief, elation, and success. The
song "We are the champions' pounded into her
awareness. But now, standing in line with the
commercial breeders for 20 minutes to pay for the
puppies (cash, checks and aH major credit cards
accepted) she fett overwhelmed with sadness and
fatigue. As happy as she was about getting the
Whippets, ithe couldn't block out what she had
wiinesoed. The fBth. All of the bitches in season
whose genitals were shown to the bidders. The
eyes. Eyes of panic eyes of death, syes of
indifference, eyes of greed. All of those eyes, human
and canine, woukf be haunting her dreams. How
many eyes had she looked into that belonged to
puppy millers? How many eyes belonged to sad,
scared rescuers like her? Never would she be able
to rid herself of the image of those three
Newfoundlands. Another wave of nausea passed
right through her. She looked up from writing her
check and looked directfy into the eyes of the
commercial breeder whom they had outbid to get the
Whippets. His hatred burned through his eyes. She
returned his stare. Time stopped. He knew she was
a rescuer. She knew what he was. She refused to
took away, despite the cold cruelty in his eyes. He
would not win. He looked away. She had won. She
saw the names on the check he was writing to pay
for those pathetic poodles and the other dogs he
had bought. Barry and Kathy Warren. Sony, Mr.
Warren, this time the Whippets had won!

Whipp*! Watcl. ' lmUar,,~f-eUar4 .S< Mortti~April 2OOI



member of the Newfoundland breed. Mary cringed
when she saw a three-year-old Newfoundland bitch
and her two yearling puppies - both bitches - come
through the door, along with the stench from the dog
room. "Hey, look here, folks. We've got a fine '97
model and two 2000 models, right here!" The mother
walked the walk of the damned, eyes already dead,
seemingly unaware of her surroundings. The two
pups were terrified, being dragged by their tight
chains, hysterically struggling. The three of them

Liberty was very xvcary ol'anylhing and anyone. Peeking around
the crate in the above photo beeame something commonly seen
by her. Also note how down in pasterns this 17 1/2 week pup is.

were completely saturated with urine from their
"run." Auctioneer Bob announced that the mother
"may already be bred" and that two of the three had
"reverse scissor bites." The dam was sold for $2700.
The young bitches went for $1500 and $2450. All
three to bidder #143. Once again Mary headed
outside to get herself together. She was trembling,
she couldn't hold back the tears, and her belly was
in a tight hard knot

rfjie crowd was thinning. The auction had
m started at ten o'clock in the morning and it was

JL. nearing six. Commercial breeders were lining
up at the office to pay for their purchases. The
auctioneer was nearing the end of the alphabet (W
far Whippet.) Mary's chest tightened. She couldn't get
a deep breath. There wasn't enough air. Her
thoughts were chaotic, circling around the image of
the three little Whippet puppies. What was she
thinking? It had to work. Even with the backing of
AWC Rescue, she had a strict limit, and the prices on
some of the dogs had been astronomical. Those
three Newfoundland bitches had cost $6,650. (Please,
deai- God, please let me gel them out.) Tricia brought out
the Whippets. Bob asked for an opening bid of $500.
More people got up to leave. (Breathe, damnit!) Bob
asked for an opening bid of $100. Nothing. "Do I hear
$75, then?" The bidding started at $75. They were

bidding against the commercial breeder who had
bought a large number of the sad little poodles. (Oh,
no!) Back and forth, up to $350. (Please, God.) $400.
"Do I hear $450? I have $400. Anyone, $450?' The
Whippets strained against their tight chains with the
cattle tag lot numbers. The timid one looked petrified.
Tricia looked tired and bored. (Bid, for God's sake, bid!
That'snot our bid! Jesus, bid!) "I have $450, now boys,
do I hear $500?" Mary looked at the commercial
breeder, he shook his head. "I have $450. Are we all
done at $450? Do I hear $500? Going once at $450,
going twice for $450... sold. How many do you want
at $450?" (411 three. We want alt three.) That's it. folks.
Three Whippets at $450 a piece."

After the final breed was auctioned - the Mtte
Westies - auctioneer Bob thanked everyone for
attending, reminded the buyers that the seller
guarantees the purchases to be Brucellosis free for
forty days, and invited all to come to the next sale on
March 3rd.

When their bid had gotten the Whippets, Mary had
felt a great sense of relief, elation, and success. The
song "We are the champions* pounded into her
awareness. But now, standing in line with the
commercial breeders for 20 minutes to pay for the
puppies (cash, checks and all major credit cards
accepted) she felt overwhelmed with sadness and
fatigue. As happy as she was about getting the
Whippets, she couldn't block out what she had
witnessed. The filth. AH of the bitches in season
whose genitals were shown to the bidders. The
eyes. Eyes of panic, eyes of death, eyes of
indifference, eyes of greed. All of those eyes, human
and canine, would be haunting her dreams. How
many eyes had she looked into that belonged to
puppy millers? How many eyes belonged to sad,
scared rescuers like her? Never would she be able
to rid herself of the image of those three
Newfoundlands. Another wave of nausea passed
right through her. She looked up from writing her
check and looked directly into the eyes of the
commercial breeder whom they had outbid to get the
Whippets. His hatred burned through his eyes. She
returned his stare. Time stopped. He knew she was
a rescuer. She knew what he was. She refused to
look away, despite the cold cruelty in his eyes. He
would not win. He looked away. She had won. She
saw the names on the check he was writing to pay
for those pathetic poodles and the other dogs he
had bought. Barry and Kathy Warren. Sorry, Mr.
Warren, this time the Whippets had won!
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USDA

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
^lant Health
inspection
Service

1400 ind
Avenue, SW
Washington. DC
20250

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10
20 South Main Street
j'anesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letters on behalf of Mr. Dale Noble and Ms. Dadene Yeager
concerning our Agency's regulation of commercial dog breeding facilities under the
Animal Welfare Act (AVVA). We sincerely regret the delay in responding,

We share your constituents' concern for the welfare of animals in these facilities and
assure you that our Agency works hard to ensure their protection. In enforcing the AWA,
we require people who breed dogs and cats at the wholesale level and the wholesale
dealers who supply these animals to retail pet. stores to be licensed with us. These people
are required to meet the minimum standards of care established by our Agency.
Accordingly, they must provide their animals with veterinary care, a balanced diet, clean
and structurally sound housing, proper ventilation arid sanitation, and protection from
extremes of weather and temperature, among other things. In addition, we require
licensed breeders to employ a full-time veterinarian or arrange for a private veterinarian
to make regularly scheduled visits to their facilities. If the attending veterinarian finds
deficiencies in care or management practices that may be jeopardizing the health of the
animals, the breeder would be expected to follow the veterinarian's recommendations.
We must point out. however, that breeders who sell their animals directly to customers
are not regulated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA); typically, these
individuals fall under the purview of State and local governments.

Our Animal Care officials conduct unannounced inspections to ensure that facilities
are maintaining the minimum standards of animal care established under the law. If an
inspection reveals deficiencies in meeting the AWA standards, the inspector instructs the
facility operator to correct the problems within a given time frame. If deficiencies remain
uncorrected, we document the problems and consider enforcement action. In cases where
the violations are relatively minor, a licensee may be required to pay a smaller penalty
or make specific improvements to their facilities and the care provided to their animals.
In cases of serious or repeat violations, penalties may include more substantial fines,
cease-and-desist orders, and license revocations or suspensions.

APHIS SsteffiidHiiiH) American Atjiii;u!turti
APHIS is sii ageFitv of UStiA's Marketing arid Regulatory Progiaiiis

An Equal Opportunity Provider a.-id

Control Number: 4259124
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Our Agency has undertaken numerous regulatory measures to further ensure that animals
covered by the AW A receive the care they deserve. For example, in recent years our
Agency has published several rules amending the requirements for the care and treatment
of dogs and cats in the commercial pet trade. These rules prohibit the permanent
tethering of dogs as a primary means of enclosure and require that certain wire floors be
coated to improve comfort and eliminate tbot injuries to dogs and cats. Our Agency has
also published a proposed rule which, if finalized, would require regulated facilities to
keep more detailed medical, records to better ensure that their animals receive adequate
veterinary care. Most recently, our Agency issued a final rule that revises and clarities the
AWA licensing requirements for breeders (including commercial dog breeders), dealers,
and exhibitors; the procedures for applying for licenses and renewals; and the restrictions
upon the acquisition of dogs and other regulated animals. We are enclosing copies of the
final rule, "Animal Welfare; Inspection, Licensing, and Procurement of Animals," for
Mr. Noble and Ms. Yeagers reference.

Your constituents may also be interested to learn that our Agency makes efforts to
educate commercial dog breeders about the proper care and treatment of their animals.
During the past several years, we have worked with various State departments of
agriculture and local colleges of veterinary medicine to host canine care workshops in
several States. These workshops are designed to assist pet breeders in enhancing the
health and well-being of their dogs; topics have included neonatal care and kennel design.
In educating commercial dog breeders, we hope to promote the overall welfare of their
animals.

We appreciate me opportunity to explain our efforts and hope this information is
reassuring. For more information about our AWA. enforcement activities, your
constituents may wish to visit our Web site at www.aphis.usda.gov/ac/.

Sincerely,

W. Ron DeHaven
Administrator

2 Enclosures
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September 29,2004

Mr. Joshua B.Bolten
Director
Office of Management and Bi
725 17th Street, NW
Washington, D.C., 20503

Dear Director Bolten:

iet 06-4261109
APHIS

As the Office of Management a id Budget works to draft the Administration's fiscal year 2006
budget request, we urge you to provide sufficient funds so that the Departments of Agriculture
and Interior can fully implement actions outlined in the Plan for Assisting States, Federal
Agencies, and Tribes in Managing Chronic Wasting Disease in Wild and Captive Cervids (Plan)
that was presented to Congress

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a progressive, degenerative disease of the central nervous
system that infects deer and elk in states across the country, A number of federal agencies, state
wildlife management agencies] tribal governments, and private organizations have worked
together to address the challenges presented by this disease, Progress has been made on
surveillance, management, research, and information dissemination regarding mis disease, as
was reported in a progress repj>rt drafted by the Agriculture and Interior Departments and the
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies on implementation of the Plan. We are
attaching a copy of this for your information.

More funds are needed to continue these worthwhile efforts. First, we continue to urge OMB to
finalize the Plan. A national strategy is acutely needed to manage a disease that does not respect
state borders. Also, the progress report provides a number of concrete recommendations that
have been identified as "critical for CWD control e£forts,"and we urge you to provide adequate
funds to fully implement these recommendations in the fiscal year 2006 budget.

We thank you for your attentjon to this important matter, and we look forward to working with
you.

Sincerely,

lL
Russ Feingold Wayne Aliard
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OMB Director Joshua Bolten
FY06 CWD Funding

cc: Ann Veneman, Secretajry of Agriculture
Gale Norton, Secretary of the Interior
Marcus Peacock, Associate Director for Natural Resource Programs
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Se ptember 29, 2004

Mr. Joshua B. Bolten
Director
Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW
Washington, D.C., 20503

Dear Director Bolten:

06-4261670
APHIS

As the Office of Management and Budg ?t works to draft the Administration's fiscal year 2006
budget request, we urge you to provide
and Interior can fully implement actions
Agencies, and Tribes in Managing Chn
that was presented to Congress.

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a pn
system that infects deer and elk in state

efficient funds so that the Departments of Agriculture
outlined in the Plan for Assisting States, Federal
nic Wasting Disease in Wild and Captive Cervids (Plan)

gressive, degenerative disease of the central nervous
across the country. A number of federal agencies, state

wildlife management agencies, tribal governments, and private organizations have worked
together to address the challenges presented by this disease. Progress has been made on
surveillance, management, research, ana information dissemination regarding this disease, as
was reported in a progress report draftejd by the Agriculture and Interior Departments and the
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies on implementation of the Plan. We are
attaching a copy of this for your inforrrjation.

More funds are needed to continue the
finalize the Plan. A national strategy i
state borders. Also, the progress repor

e worthwhile efforts. First, we continue to urge OMB to
acutely needed to manage a disease that does not respect
provides a number of concrete recommendations that

have been identified as "critical for C\ iHD control efforts,"and we urge you to provide adequate
funds to fully implement these recommendations in the fiscal year 2006 budget.

We thank you for your attention to thii important matter, and we look forward to working with
you.

Sincerely,

Russ Feingold Wayne AUard

Control Number: 4261670
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Paul Ryan

Tjlnimy Baldwin

cc: Ann Veneman, Secretary of Agriculture
Gale Norton, Secretary of the Imterior
Marcus Peacock, Associate Director for Natural Resource Programs



PAUL RYAN
1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1217 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4901
(202) 225-3031

FAX: (202) 225-3393

TOLL-FREE: 1-B88-90»-flYAN

INTERNET: WWW.HOUSE.GOV/RYAN

Congress of tfje Unite* States
of Eeprescntatibes

20515-4901

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

October 20, 2004

Ms. Mary Waters
Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

05-4264291
APHIS

This is in further regard to my letters to you of August 19, 2004, concerning Dale
Noble, and August 19, 2004, regarding Darlene Yaeger. I have enclosed copies of my
previous inquiries for your reference.

It has now been over two months since I have submitted these inquiries, and I
have not yet received your replies. I want to bring this matter to your immediate
attention and ask that you do everything possible - consistent with all laws and
regulations - to expedite a final response to my inquiries.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my District Director,
Ms. Tremmel, at (608) 752-4050.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated.

Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(608)752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 ?TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, Wl 53140

(262) 654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(262)637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689

Control Number: 4264291



USDA

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Farm and Foreign
Agricultural
Services

Farm Service
Agency

1400 Independence
Ave, SW
Stop 0501
Washington, DC
20250-0501

APR 1 2 2005

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, United States House

of Representatives
304 6th Street
Racine, Wisconsin 53403

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of March 11, 2005, on behalf of your constituent,
, expressing her concerns with the Rock

County Farm Service Agency (FSA) Office 

Again, thank you for writing. I appreciate the opportunity to address Ms. Waite's
concerns.

Sincereh

jJottn W. Williams
JDeputy Administrator for

lanagement

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 4277190

(b) (6)
(b) (6)



. PAUL- RYAN
1st DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1217 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4901
(202) 225-3031

FAX: (202) 225-3393

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-909-RYAN

INTERNET: WWW.HOUSE.GOV/RYAN

Congress of tfje Sfniteb
Hou£e of &epresentatibe
Magfjington, BC 20515-4901

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

April 7, 2005

Ms. Mary Caters
Asistant Secretary foVOoto^essional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

O5-4278845
AMS

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Mr. Neal Butcher of Janesville, Wisconsin,
regarding questions he has pertaining to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything can be
done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Mr. Butcher in finding answers for his
questions.

Please address your response to my Racine office and reference my file number 241976.
My Racine office address is 304 &h Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 53403. Should you have any
questions about this request, my Office Administrator, Scott Rausch, can be contacted at (262)
637-0510.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Sine

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

JANESVILLE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10

JANESVILLE, Wl 53545
(608)752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7TH AVENUE

KENOSHA, Wl 53140
(262)654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 BTH STREET

RACINE, Wl 53403
(262)637-0510 . FAX: (262)637-5689

Control Number: 4278845

(b) (6)
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of tfje totted States*
t?®iast)utgton, 2&C 20515

July 27,2005

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
14th and Independence, SW IT £> A
Washington, DC 20250 F OA

Dear Secretary Johanns,

We urge you to expedite the review of Wisconsin's request for federal disaster
dectoadtioss for 31 comities that sustained significant forage crop and winter wheat losses
due to winterkill diai»g last winter. Purfher3 we request your assistance in quickly
ccmsideriag any ftrtere requests for disaster designations presented by the State of
Wisconsin.

Mother Nature has not been kind to Wisconsin farmers so far this year. During the
winter months, weather coalitions were such that uiany farmers" alfalfa, forage stands and
winter wheat were damaged or even. Idlled, Maay livestodk producers had hoped to
recover wife promising weather in the spring and summer, but instead toe rains aave beea
sparse in many parfcs of the state, While many losses could still fee averted if fee weather
improves, fee entire state is now abnormally dry, with many areas already experiencing
moderate or severe drought^ according to the U.S. Drought Monitor.

We are very concerned about the hardship cansed by this winter's losses and the
potential for even tnore damage tfais summer. In response to these severe weather
conditions, fee governor requested federal disaster declarations earlier tMs month for 31
Wisconsin counties: Barren, Brown, Burnett, Calumet, Clark> Dodge, Door, Fond d» Lae>
Green Lake, Keao&ha, Kewaunee, Maaitowoc, Marashon, Marinett®, Milwaukee, Oconto,,
Owtag83Bie, Oxaukee, Polk, Racine, Rusk,, Sawyer, Shawano, Sheboygies, Walwortfi,
Wasbburn, Washington, Wsukesha, Wsupaca, Wausham aad Wtnaebago. We urge you to
expedite the review and consideration of this request in order to provide much needed
federal assistance to our state's farmers.

Further, if the drought conditions persist and the governor makes additional disaster
requests,, we urge yon to expedite your review of these as well,

Control Number: 4285832



To; ReiayFax via port COM4
07/27/05 12;07 FAX 8900238

From: 6900238
USPA OCR

07/26/2055 23:28 FAX

7/27/2005 1:10:42 PM (Page 3 of 3)
iS 00 3

@] 803/003

0o behalf of toers in Wisconsin who have suffered from disastrous weather
conditions during this past year, we thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Senator Russell D, Feiagold

essmas David R. Obey

Tbomas E- Petri

CowgressmaiiPatil D,

Senator Herb Kohl

@IFTJamcs Setissubreiinrar, Jr.

Congressman Ron J. Kind

oman Tammy Baldwin Congressman Marfc<



United States Department of Agriculture

Office of th« Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

The Honorable Paul D, Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan

On behalf of Secretary Johanns, thank you for your letter of July 27, 2005, jointly signed by your
colleagues, supporting a request for a Secretarial disaster designation for counties in Wisconsin
because of adverse weather conditions.

Unfortunately, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) did not receive a request in July 2005
from Governor Jim Doyle for a Secretarial disaster declaration for Wisconsin. However, on
August 30,2005, USDA received two requests for a disaster declaration from Governor Doyle.
The first letter, dated August 17, 2005., requested 31 counties be declared disaster areas due to
winterkill losses to forage and winter wheat thai occurred from January through May 2005. A
second letter, dated August 25, 2005, requested that three counties be declared disaster areas due
to tornadoes and severe storms that damaged corn, tobacco, and other crops that occurred on
August 18,2005.

USDA will review the requests as expeditious!}' as possible to determine whether these counties
suffered a 30-percent or greater loss to one or more crops. Once a determination is made, you
will be promptly notified.

You may be assured that USDA will continue to use every available resource to assist farmers
and ranchers affected by natural disasters and provide this assistance as expeditiously as
possible.

Again, thank you for your letter. A similar letter is being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

J.B. Peon
Under Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services

A.I Skjuai Gpportufiiiy E



list DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON DEBCE:
1217 LONGWOHTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4901
. {202)225-3031

FAX: (202) 225-3393

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-909-RVAN .
INTERNET: WWW.HOUSE.GOV/RYAN -

.Cqngresw of tfje Untteb States
' $ou*e-of JXepretfentattoetf "].,

Washington, 3BC 20515^901 ,

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

June 13,2005

M s . Mary Waters , , . , ' , • •
Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations:
U.S. Department of Agriculture '
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W. "
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms; Waters:

This is in further regard to my letter to you of April 29, 2005, concerning Ms.
Pamela Garelli. I have enclosed a copy of my previous inquiry for your reference.

It has now been over one month and I have not yet received your reply. I want to
bring this matter to your immediate attention and ask that you do everything possible -
consistent with all laws and regulations - to expedite a final response to my inquiry.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my Office
Administrator, Scott Rausch, at (262) 637-0510.

i - .
Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated.

/ '
• Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure,

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENTSERVICESCENTEH

20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, Wl 53545

(608) 752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER •'

5712 7™ AVENUE
KENOSHA. Wl 53UO

(262)654-1901 . FAX: (262| 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER "

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(262)637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689
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April 29, 2005

Ms. Mary Waters
Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

VIA FAX - URGENT REQUEST

Dear Ms. Waters:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Ms. Pamela Garelli of Milton, *
. Wisconsin, regarding the

i
I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything

can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Ms. Garelli in resolving
this problem.

Please address your response to my Racine office and reference my file number
241956. My Racine office address is 304 6th Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 53403. Should
you have any questions about this request, my Office Administrator, Scott Rausch, can be
contacted at (262) 637-0510.

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

20 SOUTH MAIN STREET. SUITE 10
JANESVIILE, Wl 53545

(60S) 752-4050 . FAX: (608) 752-4711

KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER

5712 ?TH AVENUE
KENOSHA. Wl 53140

(262)654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CO NSTITU E NT S E flVICE S CE N TE n

304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wl 53403

(262) 637-0510 . FAX:(262) 637-5689

(b) (6)



Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Sincerely,

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure
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Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form

tf. &fft?LL\ E-mail.

Address:

City and Zip Code:

Phone Number (Home

Agency Involved:

Date of Birth.

SSN:

The Problem Is: (attach an additional sbeet(s) if necessary

^fTR OtfJ/Jfr' &Tf?

* *Privacy Act Release* *

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information-rroifij>roper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan is
authorized by mejto receive on my^half all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: Dale-.

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan

304 6'b Street
Racine, Wl 53403

Phone: (262) 637-0510
Fax: (262) 637-56S9

*** Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires (bat you authorize access to your private records. Your
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries OB your behalf.

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SenvicES CENTEH
20 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 10

JANESVILLE. Wl 53545
(608)752-1050 . FAX: 1608)752-4711
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(262)654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156
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Message for Congressman Ryan:
Name:

Address:

Phone num
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APR 04 2005
To: USD A Rural Development

Centralized Servicing Center
1520 Market Street FC-214
St. Louis, MO. 63103

Re: Account Number(s) 

Attention: Account Representative

Dear USD A,
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Congress; of tfje Unite* States
BHasfjington, 5BC 20515 -

i

October 28, 2005

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Rita and other adverse weather
events, U.S. confectioners and other sugar-consuming industries are facing a dire
shortage of sugar to keep their production lines running and their workers employed. The
continued closure of a major sugar refinery in Chalmette, Louisiana, which suffered
substantial damage from Hurricane Katrina, means that a significant source of refined
sugar has been temporarily removed from the U.S. market

This refinery closure has exacerbated an already tight supply of sugar that
requires continuing attention and action on the pan of the Department of Agriculture.
USDA should be commended for its response to this situation to date, and we are aware
that you have taken a number of steps aimed at supplying liquidity to the refined sugar
market. However, a number of our constituents own and work for businesses that
continue to have serious problems in procuring sufficient quantities of sugar to operate.

Even though sugar suppliers want to meet their customers' needs, in some cases
they are unable to do so because sugar is simply unavailable unless users are willing to
pay an astronomical amount for this critical ingredient. Even then, transportation and
logistical problems constrain the system's ability to get sugar from suppliers to
customers. As the fiscal year proceeds, it will be necessary not only to supply the market
with more refined sugar, but also to increase the amount of raw sugar imported into the
United Stales for refining.

USDA's "Sugar and Sweeteners Outlook," released on September 29, 2005,
effectively argues that the U.S. market is in need of more sugar: "...it would seem
probable that raw sugar imports will have to be higher than what is currently shown in the
September WASDE." This report also notes that year-end beet sugar stocks are at their
lowest amount in 15 years.

The current U.S. sugar supply deficit is widely expected to persist well into the
future. The Gulf Coast disaster has meant that some sugar suppliers have been unable to
fulfill existing contractual obligations and in other cases, severe transportation
bottlenecks have limited access to supplies. Unfortunately, Temporary plant closures or
other adverse events are possible if the current supply tightness is not rectified by
significant action by USDA. Under these circumstances, it is critical that USDA take
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additional actions within its authority to offset the approximately 90,000 tons per month
of refined sugar output that has been lost while the Louisiana refinery remains closed,

Therefore, we strongly urge you to announce a substantial increase in both the
raw and refined sugar tariff-rate quotas (TRQs)f so sugar imports can offset the loss of
refined sugar from the Louisiana refinery, and so that adequate supplies will be available
to the entire refining sector once the Louisiana facility reopens. By taking such action in
a timely manner, you will help to ensure a more orderly market that will benefit sugar
users and consumers alike.

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look forward to your
response.

Sincerely,

Steven Kirk
Member of Congress

udy Bigge1

Member of Congress

Charles W. Dent
berof Congri

f A*~»*—
Thomas M. Reynol

ember of Congress

MaJun T. Meehan
Menjfcr of Congress

y K. Davis
Member of Congress

LuisV.
rtemberjffCongress

JimRamstad
Member of Congress

Edward J.iMarkey
Member of Congress

Lucille
Member of Congress

Jim Mfetheson
[ember of Congress



05:04pm From-

ChriswjjjKT Shays
Member of Congress

Mark. E. Souder
Member of Congress

TJeoffbavis
jrofCom ess

Member of Congress

T-138 P.004/004 F-626

George %Iiller
Member of Congress

fib:
S mford D. Bishop,

j lember of Congress

Zacu Wamp
Member of Coner'ess

Louie Gohmert
Member of Congress



USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

OEC 0 1 2005

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of October 28, 2005, to Secretary Johanns cosigned by your
colleagues, regarding the U.S. sugar supply in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and
Wilma. I have been asked to reply for the Secretary.

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) recognizes the importance of this matter to
manufacturers of sugar containing products across the U.S. industry. As noted in your letter,
USDA has already taken actions to facilitate additional supplies of raw and refined sugar to
meet urgent market needs in light of the supply disruptions caused by these hurricanes. We
recognize the impaci of the damage to a major refinery in Chalmette, Louisiana, and other
loss of production capacity in the affected areas. We continue to closely monitor the
U.S. sugar market and industry fundamentals. Should additional sugar be required, USDA
will certainly consider further expansion of sugar imports, as you suggest.

Again, thank you for your letter. A similar reply has been sent to each of your colleagues.

Sincerely.

Under Secretary lor Farm and
Foreign Agricultural Services



Congress of tlfB Intted States
20515

November 2, 2005

The Honorable Mike'Johanns . . ",
Secretary o f Agriculture- . - , - . '
U.S. Department of Agriculture'• " -. . .
1400 Independence Ave, S.W. j
Washington, D C 20250 / . ' , ' '

' ' " . ' - " ' '
Dear Secretary Joharins:. : • • • • . - '

' • • ' ; -. * ;; -.- • ' '
- ' ' ' 1 - '

We are writing you today to request that USDA expeditiously promulgate a rule to permit the
importation of mature cattle for slaughter and the beef products derived from such animals.
Many U.S. beef packers that specialize in the slaughter of older animals still find themselves in
an extremely difficult economic situation because'cattle more than 30 months of age are not
permitted entry from Canada.

The North American beef industry is best served by eliminating technical barriers to trade. Each
country has a sovereign right to establish regulations to ensure food safety and .protect animal
health, but for too often these regulations are inconsistent with the .Organization of International
Epizootics (OIE) standards and scientific rationale. We agree with rules that are based on
scientifically sound control and intervention measures that protect human and animal health,
rather than arbitrary rules that inhibit trade and impose unnecessary costs on a country's citizens
and its industries. Establishing a uniform set of rules that are consistent with the OIE guidelines
is a necessary step to restore trade in cattle and beef products among North American trading
partners and the world.

USDA's Foreign Animal Disease Advisory Committee subset, the International Review Team
for BSE acknowledged the importance of taking this action when it stated in its report, that the
"U.S. should demonstrate leadership in trade matters by adopting import/export policies in
accordance with international standards, and thus encourage the discontinuation of irrational
trade barriers..."

The U.S. and Canada both require the hygienic removal of all known specified risk materials
from the human food supply, a measure that is internationally recognized as the most critical in
protecting consumer health. Additionally, mitigation measures have been implemented in
concert for more than 15 years in both countries. No case of the human form of BSE, variant
Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease has ever been linked to eating American or Canadian beef.

Continuing to limit importation of live cattle to those animals less than 30 months and to restrict
the importation of beef products from those animals is without scientific foundation. USDA's
Veterinary Services' assessment of its minimal risk rule published in January 2005 properly
concluded that importation of beef from cattle over 30 months was scientifically warranted, yet
USDA unscientifically excluded the importation of older cattle. The resulting economic
inequities continue to adversely impact an important component of the beef industry.
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The Honorable Mike Johanns
November 2, 2005
Page 2 of 2

Under OIE guidelines, cattle and beef trade between the U.S. and Canada is permitted. The
negative economic impact of the border closure has led some beef processing plants to
significantly reduce hours or close indefinitely to absorb the increasing pressure of the current
situation, resulting in job loss, reductions in workers' take home pay, and plant closures.

Mr. Secretary, adopting a science-based approach to agricultural trade for the North American
market puts us on much stronger ground to demand that other trading partners do the same.
Given the minimal risk of BSE and the aggressive mitigation measures implemented in North
America, we respectfully request that USDA expeditiously promulgate a rule to permit the
importation of mature cattle for slaughter and the beef products derived from such animals.
Thank you for your attention to this matter and we respectfully await your timely response.

Sincerely,

Charles W. Dent



USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

DFC 1 9 2005

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of November 2, 2005, to Secretary Johanns concerning the Department
of Agriculture's (USDA) current import restrictions on Canadian cattle and beef products.

We recognize the economic difficulties that the U.S. meat packing industry has experienced
since the detection of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in Canada. Resuming the
import of Canadian cattle over 30 months of age, and beef products derived from such animals,
is a top rulemaking priority for USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).
APHIS officials have initiated work on the rulemaking and the supporting analyses required,
including a thorough risk assessment, economic analysis, and environmental assessment, among
other things. Once these documents are complete, USDA expects to publish a proposed rule that
will amend current regulations to allow additional imports (including cattle 30 months of age
and older) from BSE minimal-risk regions such as Canada, bringing USDA's BSE-related
regulations more in line with the World Organization for Animal Health code chapter on BSE.
We assure you that we are proceeding as expeditiously as possible.

We believe that our current efforts, in addition to prior rulemaking such as the BSE
Minimal-Risk Regions rule that you mention, demonstrate leadership in showing that USDA
trade regulations are based on science and that USDA acts in accordance with international
guidelines. We hope this information assures you of our commitment to safeguarding American
agriculture and ensuring the continuation of science-based trade. We are sending an identical
response to all of the Members of Congress who signed your letter.

Sincerely,

Chuck Lambert
Acting Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Member, United State House

Thank you for your letter dated November 16, 2005, on behalf of the DeLong Company, Inc.,- *s ' j ^-> i _• • '

regarding the Department of Agriculture's (USDA) denial of their proposal submitted under
the transportation differential provisions of Federal Register Notice, Volume 70, Number
192, "Actions Taken to Ease Bulk Grain and Soybean Storage and Transportation Issues
Exacerbated by Hurricane Katrina" (Notice). You requested that USDA review the situation
and provide any guidance and appropriate steps that the DeLong Company might take in this
matter.

Proposals received under the Notice were evaluated by the Commodity Credit Corporation
objectively in accordance with the regulations on "Competition in the awarding of
discretionary grants and cooperative agreements" found at 7 CFR Part 3015.158. As stated in
the Notice., part of the criteria used in evaluating proposals was whether the proposal would
have a net positive impact on transportation logjams. After carefully reviewing the
information submitted, along with a review of the criteria used under the Notice by USDA,
the denial of the proposal remains as issued. We do not dispute thai the DeLong Company's
proposal met the spirit or intent of the Notice in that they move commodities from inland
elevators using inter-modal containers to the West Coast ports in lieu of the commodities
moving down the Mississippi River. However, while USDA would have liked to assist all
who submitted proposals, the necessity of having to make an immediate impact to relieve
pressure on the Mississippi River system, along with limited funds, resulted in accepting only
those proposals that reduced bulk shipments destined to travel out of the New Orleans area
and redirected those bulk shiments to other re ions .

Control Number: 5111719



' PAUL RYAN
1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

'WASHINGTON OFFICE:
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Congresf* of tfje ftnttefc States
^outfe of &epretfentattoe$
Wellington, Z9C 20515-4901

December 15/2005

COMMITTEE ON

WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Ms. Mary Waters
Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
.U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001 '

'Dear Ms. Waters: . ' . •

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Jennafer Jackson of Racine, Wisconsin,
regarding the concerns'she has about a recent decision made by the U.S! Department of
Agriculture's Chief Administrative Judge.

Enclosed, please find a copy of the e-mail that Jennafer recently sent to my office,
which further details her concerns. I would appreciate it if you would look into this
matter to determine if anything can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to

1 assist Jennafer i n addressing h e r concerns. • • ' . ' .

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number.270611. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville. Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request;- my
Constituent Services Representative, Ms. Engel, can be contacted at.(608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

Sincere!

Enclosure ,v.f.-.-iv; ' !

. Paul Ryan ; , •> ..
. 'Member of Congress

.'- vn.- '„•' i.*;." rV
li::V '•'-'•: '•^•:-^ i;-^!'^-"" •;'

JANESVILLE '

CoNSTmjENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10

JANESVILLE, Wl 53545 •
(608) 752-4050 FAX: (60S)752-4711 '

,"' .. • : -KENOSHA • ' : ; . ; -.

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7THAVENUE

KENOSHA, Wl 531<IO
1262(654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-2156
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,' . .-.; '. '.. RACINE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 BTH STREET

RACINE. Wl 53403
(263)637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689



Date: 12/03/2005 Time: 18:46

Name: Jennafer Jackson

 

 

 

 

Thanks,
Jennafer Jackson
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USDA

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

1400 Independence
Avenue, SW
Washington, DC
20250

FEB - 9 2006

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10
20 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of December 15, 2005, (file number 270611) on behalf
of Ms. Jennafer Jackson concerning the progress of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA)
enforcement case against John F. Cuneo, Jr., and Hawthorn Corporation.

We recognize Ms. Jackson's interest in expediting this case and appreciate the
opportunity to provide an update on this situation. Ms. Jackson may be encouraged to
know that thus far, a number of Hawthorn elephants covered under the consent decision
and order have been placed with three AWA-licensed and -approved entities: Chris
Hamblen, the Elephant Sanctuary, and the Endangered Ark Foundation. In late
November 2005, Hawthorn Corporation and the Elephant Sanctuary executed a
donative agreement to place nine other female members of the Hawthorn herd at the
Elephant Sanctuary's facility in Hohenwald, Tennessee. Regrettably, one of the nine
elephants—Sue—died on December 30, 2005. However, you may be encouraged to
hear that on January 31, 2006, two of these elephants—Minnie and Lottie—were moved
to their new home at the Elephant Sanctuary. They were followed by Queenie and Liz
on February 2, 2006. We understand that the other four female Hawthorn elephants
will be moved to that facility soon. Discussions with various entities regarding the
placement of the remaining Hawthorn elephants continue.

We appreciate your interest in the welfare of these animals and hope this information
is helpful.

Sincerely,

W. Ron DeHaven
Administrator

Safeguarding American Agriculture
APHIS is an agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Control Number: 5115714
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

NATIONAL APPEALS DIVISION

la the matter of )
' ' ' )

EAST TROY SOD FARMS, INC. )
• ) ,

And ) CaseNo.2006E000338
, )

FARM SERVICE AGENCY )

APPEAL DETERMINATION

; East Troy Sod Farms, Inc. (Appellant) filed an appeal in which it challenges a Farm Service Agency
: (FSA) State Committee (STC) adverse decision dated December 14, 2005, The STC reaffirmed a May

31, 2005, determination that granted Appellant 2004 Crop Disaster Program (CPP) benefits on 32.4
acres and denied CDP benefits on 43.0 acres Of turf-grass sod. The STC determined the 43.0 acres, not
saturated by water in June 2004, that had an outbreak of bent grass (an undesirable weed), is ineligible
for CDP t>cneftls^swqer tbe bent grass outbreak was not due to eligible disaster conditions. The, STC
contends dryer than nprjnal 'conditions should -have had no or minimal affect on the crop in July and
AugUSt. ' '"• ' . . " " • " . ' " '" ' '" ' ' . "- ' . ' . . - . . - - • . • . . - , ' • '

Appellant argues wet weather in the spring, followed by a severe drought adversely affected its sod
fields in 2004. Appellant contends it normally harvests the sod from June through October, with-
August being a slow month. Appellant further contends it was unable to harvest sod in the spring of

iv, 2004 due to the wet weather and asserts the subsequent drought made the sod unmarketable. Appellant
also asserts it notified the FSA County Office of the damage twice in August, but the loss adjuster did
not inspect the fields until December. Appellant acknowledges the only method of controlling bent
grass in sod is to apply a non-selective herbicide to the affected areas thatwould also destroy the sod.

,/ Appellant contends the bent grass invaded the sod after the drought damaged the sod and it was
; prohibited in taking any corrective action until after the FSA adjuster inspected the fields. Appellant

requests CDP benefits on the remaining 43.0 acres of sod damaged by drought.

I conclude that FSA was in error by denying Appellant 2004 CDF benefits on the 43.0 acres of turf-
grass sod. I base my conclusion on the evidence and arguments submitted by the parties at an in-
pcrson hearing held pn February .7,2006,.and the.prograrn rules that apply to this situation. The
r a t i o n a l e f o r a - j i e c i j i p n ' - - * n ; . ' • . • • . • - 1 ••:- ' •••• '^ -v '-•'•"• (• ' • ' • ' • • ' • • i : ' t ' - - . \ : . ' - ' -- ' ?.s-

: ' ' .:. '. '
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East Troy Sod Farms, Inc.
CaseNo.2006E000338 -, . -

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE

The issue is whether FSA correctly applied its regulations in denying Appellant's request for 2004
COP benefits on 43.0 acres of turf-grass sod. The specific questions I must answer are:

i
1. Did Appellant's sod farm experience losses resulting from adverse -weather (excess moisture

and drought) in 2004?

2. Did Appellant timely report 2004 crop damage to the FSA County Office?

3. Is bent grass (weeds) a condition eligible for disaster benefits under the CDP?

FINDINGS OF FACT (FOF)

1. On June 1, 2004F at the request of FSA, an adjuster completed an inspection of Appellant's sod
fields. Ilie adjuster's report found the sod in the north end of a nine-acre field looked good
with the south end having thin spots with poor quality. The report identified a 26-acre sod field
with standing water and the balance of sod acreage in acceptable condition. (Agency record,
pages 70, 84-85, and Appellant exhibit A pages 1 &. 2)

2. On December 3,2004, Appellant signed a Notice of Loss and Application for Payment,
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) due to late drought on the 2004 sod.

. Appellant had previously informed FSA of the Joss on August 8, and August 26,2004, (Agency
record, page 90 and Appellant exhibits A-l &C)

3. On December 10, 2004, the FSA adjuster inspected Appellant's sod fields. The adjuster
identified harvested acres, reseeded acres, and acreage that was brown and dead or dormant.
The adjuster reported "bent grass" was spreading in the majority of the sod fields. (Agency

»record, pages 86-87, 96, and Appellant exhibit Z>, pages 3&4)

4. On December 13,2004, the FSA County Committee (COC) denied Appellant's application for
NAP benefits for 2004 losses on sod. (Agency record, page 90 and Appellant extiibit C)

5. On February 22, 2005, as the result of an appeal, the FSA State Committee (STC) overturned
the COC denial of Appellant's application for NAP for 2004 losses on sod. The STC
determined sod with heavy infestations of bent grass had zero value and had no marketable
value. The STC determined the infestation with creeping bent grass was the result of a natural
disaster. It determined sod with no production value for loss calculation purposes. Appellant
was paid $71,295.00 in NAP benefits. (Agency record, pages 92-94)

6. USDA declared the County in which Appellant's sod form is located eligible for USDA
disaster assistance due to rain, flooding, dry summer weather, and an early frost that occurred
from March 18,2004, through October 8,2004. (Appellant exhibit A)
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East Troy Sod Farms, Inc.
CaseNo.2006E000338

7. On April 13, 2005, the COC denied Appellant's application for CDP benefits based on a lale
drought (August 2004 through December 2004). The COC determined the bent grass invasion
in the 2004 crop of turf-grass sod was due to poor management and not due to an eligible
disaster condition. (Agency record pages 72-80)

8. On May 31, 2005, as the result of an appeal of thft COC decision, the STC determined
Appellant was eligible for CDP payments on 32.4 acres of sod that were saturated with water in
June and used a value of zero on those acres. The STC determined 43.0 acres not saturated
with water in June, were fully valued for CDP purposes. The STC determined the 43.0 acres
with a bent grass outbreak were ineligible for CDP because the bent grass outbreak was noi due
lo eligible disaster conditions. The STC determined bent grass outbreaks can and do occur in
sod production outside of natural disaster conditions. The STC determined Appellant was
eligible for approximately $12,788 in CDP payments, (Agency record, pages 57-67)

9. On December 14, 2005, as a part of the mediation process, the STC reconsidered its original
decision (FSA clarified the correct date of the initial STC decision was May 31, 2005, not April
18, 2005), The STC determined dryer than normal .conditions should have had no or minimal
affect on the crop in July and August. (Agency record, pages 31-35)

10. The Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Service (WASS) reported on July 2, 2005, that soil
moisture conditions in the area of the State in which Appellant's farm is located as 56 percent
surplus and zero percent short. WASS reported on July 16, 2004, that the soil moisture
conditions as 22 percent surplus and four percent short, in this same area. (Agency record,
pages 20-25)

^

11. FSA reviewed 2004 precipitation data reported by five weather stations in the southeast part of
the State. The precipitation ranged from 9.70 to 13.55 inches (May), 3.23 to 7.52 inches
(June), 1.01 to 338 inches (July), 3.20 to 5.55 inches (August), and 0.28 to 0.64 inches
(September 2004). None of the weather stations are located in Appellant' s County and the
closest one is located approximately ten miles from Appellant's farm. (Agency record, pages
26-30 and Appellant exhibit F) .

12. NOAA (National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration) /USDA Joint Agricultural Weather
Facility indexed the crop soil moisture needs from July 17, 2004, through October 2, 2004. An
index of zero (0) indicates favorable moisture, minus one (-1) topsoil moisture short, minus two
(-2) abnormally dry, minus three (-3) excessively .dry, minus four (-4) potential yields severely
cut by dryness, and below -4 as extremely dry, most crops mined. The 2004 index for the
region of the State Appellant's farm is located was; July 17 (0); July 27 (-1); July 31 (-4);
August 7 (-1); August 21 (-5); September 4 (-3); September 18 (-10); and October 2 (-.10).
(Appellant exhibit B) .
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East Troy Sod Farms, Inc.
Case No. 2006E000338

DISCUSSION

Part 11 of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (7 C.F.R.) governs the appeal. Seven CF.R,
?arts 1437 (NAP) is interrelated to 7 C.F.R. Part 1479 (2003-2005 CDP published in. the Federal
Register, Volume 70, Number 59, on March 29, 2005) governing the CDP issue on appeal.

Appellant's sod farm experienced losses resulting from adverse weather (excess moisture and drought)
in 2004. Seven C.F.R, §1479.102 specifies disaster includes damaging weather such as drought and
excessive moisture- On June 1,2004, an FSA adjuster identified sod fields with standing water.
WASS reported soil moisture conditions in the region with a 56 and 22 percent surplus on July 2 and
July 16, 2004, respectively. Weather stations reported excessive moisture in May 2004 and substantial
precipitation during June 2004 in the area. NOAA/USDA reported a lopsoii moisture shortage in the
area beginning July 27,2004, a severe shortage resulting in potential yield cuts on July 31,2004, and
as severely dry, most crops ruined by August 21, 2004. (FOF6,10-12) Appellant's sod farm
experienced excess moisture and subsequently a drought during 2004. USD A confirmed these
conditions by declaring the county eligible for disaster assistance. (FOF 6)

Appellant properly reported 2004 crop.damage to the FSA County Office. Seven C.F.R. §1437.lO(a)
requires at least one producer having a share in the unit to provide a notice of loss in the administrative
FSA office for the unit. In addition, §1437.10(d) requires that acreage not harvested ternain intact until
released t»y an approved loss adjuster. The regulations do not require completion of any specific form
to file a notice of loss. FSA sent an adjuster to Appellant's farm on June 1,2004. The adjuster
identified excessive moisture conditions, but no report of any weed (bent grass) problems. Appellant
contacted FSA on August 8, and August 267 2004, reporting losses occurring in its sod fields. FSA did
noi send out an adjuster until after Appellant signed a NAP Notice of Loss and Application for
Payment (December 3,2004). Appellant listed in its application, the cause of loss as late drought and
the subsequent invasion of bent grass. The FSA adjuster confirmed the presence of benl grass during a
December 10, 2004, inspection. .This FSA inspection did not establish the presence of bent grass in
August 2004. (FOF1-3) Appellant met its responsibility for providing notice of loss. Based on the
delayed inspection, Appellant has met the burden of proving that the benl grass invasion occurred due
to the drought.

Bent grass (weeds) is not a condition eligible for disaster benefits or a disaster causing loss under CDP.
Section 1479.102 defines a related condition to mean, with respect to a disaster, a condition that causes
deterioration of a crop, such as insect infestation, plant disease, or aflatoxin, that is accelerated or
exacerbated as the result of damaging weather, as determined in accordance with instructions issued by
ihe Deputy Administrator, Regulations for the NAP are not as restrictive regarding related conditions.
See 7 C.F.R. §l437.9(a)(3). F$A correctly determined the infestation of the sod with bent grass is not
an eligible cause of loss for CDP. The STC determined for the NAP that the infestation with bent
grass was the result of a natural disaster. (FOF 3,5, &. 7-9) Based on the delayed inspection and
drought, Appellant has met the burden that the drought resulted in the loss of marketability of the sod
and not the subsequent bent grass invasion.
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I have considered Appellant's argument that the excessive moisture and subsequent drought adversely
affected the sod before the invasion of the bent grass. Appellant's argument is persuasive based on the
delayed FSA inspection. There is reason to find FSA erred in its decision.

DETERMINATION

Seven C.F.R. §11.8(e) provides that an appellant bears the burden of proving that an agency's adverse
decision is erroneous by a preponderance of the evidence. In this case, Appellant met this burden. The
FSA decision to deny 2004 CDP benefits on 43.0 acres of turf-grass sod is erroneous.

This is a final determination of the Department of Agriculture unless a timely request for review is
filed. ' ' .

Dated and mailed this 23rd day of February 2006.

JjftoldD.VanBeek
Hearing Officer
National Appeals Division

Attachments;
Notice of Right to Request Director Review and/or Copy of Audio Recording
Request for Director Review
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July 20, 2006

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In January, the Department held an emergency hearing at the urgent request of multiple dairy
farmer manufacturing cooperatives and dairy processing companies to review the current make
allowances for Class III and Class IV price formulas. However, no action has been taken since
that time.

As you know, make allowances are tools within classified pricing formulas that help
manufacturers cover the costs associated with turning raw milk into finished products. The fixed
make allowances set by the Department have not been updated in six years.

Because the Department wants to be certain it has the best possible data in making a decision, it
recently announced it will reconvene the January hearing to gather further information from
Cornell University. However, the Department also solicited additional changes to the Class III
and Class IV price formulas.

This is a significant issue for the dairy industry. While we appreciate the Department wanting to
make a well-reasoned decision in the long-term, we are concerned in the short-term with the
losses these cooperatives and companies are experiencing, which prompted their request.
Therefore, we urge you to issue an appropriate interim decision on updating these make
allowances that will stand until any further evidence is received in support of a final decision.

Tha diate attention to this important issue.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2O25O

SEP 1 2 2006

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of July 20, 2006, letter signed by you and 29 other Representatives
urging the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to issue an interim decision on dairy product
make allowances in advance of receiving additional survey data from Cornell University. The
Secretary has asked that I reply on his behalf.

USDA fully understands the importance of the make allowances used in the Class III and
Class IV product price formulas to cooperatives and proprietary companies operating dairy
manufacturing plants. We also appreciate your understanding that a decision of such importance
must be based on the best information available.

During the rulemaking hearing on this issue two data sets were submitted to the record—
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) data and Rural Business Cooperative
Service (RBCS) data. The CDFA data represent audited manufacturing costs of proprietary and
cooperative plants located in California while the RBCS data are compiled from a voluntary
survey of certain cooperative manufacturing plants located outside of California. Although we
cannot specifically address our concerns regarding these data due to ex parte restrictions, during
the hearing proponents of the proposal to increase the make allowances testified that they
questioned some aspects of these data presented by RBCS and CDFA. For example, the
proponents supported excluding cost data on dry whey and suggested an alternate procedure to
arrive at the cost of manufacturing dry whey.

To ensure that the most representative data are available for considering changes to the make
allowances, we have determined that it is necessary to reconvene the make allowance hearing to
incorporate manufacturing cost data released by Cornell University. The Cornell survey data
includes a representative cross-section of plant manufacturing costs for cooperative and
proprietary plants ranging in size from small to large.

When USDA issued the notice to reconvene the hearing, we also requested additional proposals
to address all aspects of the Class III and Class IV price formulas. We included this request in
the Notice of Intent to Reconvene because USDA made a commitment to the industry that if an
emergency hearing were held on make allowances, then a hearing addressing the rest of the



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

Class III and Class IV formula issues would be held quickly and not be delayed by the
emergency hearing. Asking for the submission of the additional proposals on the Class III and
Class IV price formulas is consistent with that commitment. These proposals are due by
September 30.

Our request for additional proposals is not delaying the reconvening of the hearing to obtain
additional data on make allowances. The hearing is being reconvened beginning at 8:30 a.m. on
September 14, 2006, and will be held at the Holiday Inn Select, Strongsville, Ohio.

USDA fully recognizes the urgency of this issue. However, it is important for changes in the
make allowances to be based on the best available information. While dairy product
manufacturers should have their costs accurately reflected in these pricing formulas, dairy
farmers also must be assured that any changes in the make allowances are fully justified. As you
know, changes in the make allowances will affect the minimum prices paid by dairy processors
and, consequently, the minimum prices received by dairy farmers.

A copy of your letter and this response will be placed in the rulemaking record.

Thank you for writing to share your concerns.

Sincerely,

Bruce I. Knight
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs



Congress of ttje Unite*
- Washington, 3B(£ 20515

August 14,2006

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary ,
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Johanns:

We urge you to expedite the review of Wisconsin's request for federal disaster
declarations for 19 counties that sustained significant crop losses due to the continuing
moderate, severe, and even extreme drought across much of Northern and Central
Wisconsin. Preliminary reports show that the drought has already had significant impacts
on forage, corn, soybeans, and small grains in these areas. Unfortunately, the intensity and
area of the damage could increase, so we further request your assistance in quickly
considering any additional requests for disaster designations presented by the State of
Wisconsin as well.

The preliminary reports from the drought-stricken Wisconsin counties show a very
serious situation. Estimates show that more than a million acres have been affected, with
losses topping 60% for many crops and the lack of regrowth essentially making the
second hay cutting a complete loss in many places. While other crops have seen damage
as well, the preliminary estimates for three major crops illustrate the hardships faced by
farmers throughout the region - over 280,000 acres of corn, 130,000 acres of soybeans,
and 620,000 acres of forage and pasture have seen significant damage as of late July.

We are very concerned about the hardship caused by this summer's drought,
especially considering the unfortunate potential for even more damage as the season
continues. In response to the preliminary damage reports, the Governor requested federal
disaster declarations earlier this month for 19 Wisconsin counties: Adams, Ashland,
Barren, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Dunn, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Marquette, Polk,
Price, Rusk, St. Croix, Sawyer, Taylor, Washburn, and Waushara. We urge you to
expedite the review and consideration of this request and any supplemental requests in
order to provide much needed federal assistance to our state's farmers.

, .PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Control Number: 5131383



On behalf of farmers in Wisconsin who have suffered from and continue to face
disastrous weather conditions this year, we thank you for your attention to this important
matter.

Sincerely,

Herb Kohl
U.S. Senator

)bey
Member of Congress

Thomas Petri
Meitiber of Congr

Tammy Baldwin
ngress

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Russ Feingold
U.S. Senat

.
Jim Sensenbrenner
Member of Congress

Ron Kind
:mber of Congress

Membenfof C0figress



USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

OCT 0 4 ZOOS
The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Longworh House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 14, 2006, jointly signed by your colleagues, supporting
Governor Jim Doyle's request for a Secretarial disaster designation for 19 counties in Wisconsin
because of drought.

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) is aware that farmers and ranchers in Wisconsin are
experiencing drought conditions. On August 22, 2006, USDA received Governor Doyle's letter
dated August 2, 2006, requesting a Secretarial disaster designation for 19 counties in Wisconsin
because of drought conditions that occurred beginning on April 1, 2006.

I am pleased to inform you that on August 25, 2006, the Secretary designated 19 counties as
agricultural disaster areas as a result of losses caused by drought that occurred from April 1,
2006 and continuing. These counties include:

Adams
Ashland
Barren
Bayfield

Burnett
Douglas
Dunn
Iron

Langlade
Lincoln
Marquette
Polk

Price
Rusk
Sawyer
St. Croix

Taylor
Washburn
Waushara

These designations make farmers and ranchers in both primary and contiguous counties eligible
for Farm Service Agency (FSA) emergency (EM) loans. Farmers have 8 months from the date
of the declaration to apply for low-interest EM loans to help cover the cost of their losses. FSA
considers each loan application based on its own merits, taking into account eligibility, the extent
of losses, security available, repayment ability, and other regulatory criteria. A copy of the news
release is enclosed for your information.

You may be assured that USDA will continue to use every available resource to provide relief to
America's farmers and ranchers who have been affected by drought conditions. A similar letter
is being sent to your colleagues.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Again, thank you for your letter.

Sincerely,

Floyd D. Gaibler
Acting Under Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services

Enclosure



USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

February 20, 2007

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Budget
U.S. House of Representatives
207 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

I am writing to provide additional details regarding funding for the Conservation Security
Program (CSP) under the Administration's 2007 Farm Bill proposal.

Recent discussions between staff of the Office of Management and Budget and staff at the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) have indicated that language contained in the
Administration's 2007 Farm Bill proposal for CSP does not specify whether the Administration
supports a statutory cap on CSP funding. CBO staff indicate that they intend to score our CSP
proposal as an open-ended commitment and cost it out on the basis that all eligible acreage that
producers want to sign up over the life of the 2007 Farm Bill would be enrolled and funded.

This is not our intention. Specifically, the Administration's proposal for CSP provides for a
discrete level of funding that would be allocated by a priority ranking system. We are proposing
that $8.5 billion in mandatory spending over ten years be made available in the Farm Bill for
CSP, an increase of $500 million over the Administration's fiscal year (FY) 2008-2017 baseline
estimate. Funding at this level will permit USDA to enroll only about 10 percent of the Nation's
eligible land, or 96.5 million acres. This level would apply for the duration of the authorization,
and does not reflect an open ended commitment. Accordingly, the Administration's proposal
clearly contemplates a limit and, therefore, includes a statutory cap imposed on CSP funding
within it.

Our Farm Bill proposals were designed in the aggregate to fit within the President's plan to
eliminate the deficit by 2012. An open-ended commitment for CSP is inconsistent with the
President's goal. The Administration's proposal provides for a finite increase for CSP that
balances deficit reduction needs with other priority needs reflected in the Farm Bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to clarify the Administration's Farm Bill Proposals.

Sincerely,

Mike Johanns
Secretary

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Congress of i\\t United States
Washington, ®OT 20515

June 29, 2007

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary,

.In February, the Department announced an interim final decision to change make allowances in the Class
III and Class IV milk price formulas. The make allowances announced were lower than dairy
manufacturers had requested, stressing the financial position of these manufacturers.

This year, a new concern is adding additional stress to the bottom line of dairy manufacturers across the
nation. The rising value of dry whey powder has inflated the Class III milk price. As you know, the price
of dry whey is built into the Other Solids price in the Class III formula. And this Other Solids price is at
record levels.

Nearly all medium and small sized cheese manufacturers in the U.S. do not manufacture dry whey. These
manufacturers make whey protein concentrate or sell liquid whey to other processors. These whey
markets do not offer the returns that dry whey now earns, and manufacturer margins are strained.

This is a significant issue for the dairy industry. Dairy manufacturers that must pay the minimum
classified milk price are facing diminished or negative margins. We are concerned that USDA's
classified pricing may cause cheese manufacturers to fail, and reduce markets for dairy producers' milk.

Therefore, we urge you to amend the interim final decision on manufacturing allowances. The hearing
'record on these make allowances could not anticipate the recent, sudden increase in the dry whey price.
An increase in the make allowances for cheese and dry whey will stabilize the cheese industry, stem
widespread losses and assure orderly marketing of milk.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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USDA

United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, DC. 20250

JAM 3 2008

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1406 Longsworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter earlier this year cosigned by your Wisconsin delegation
colleagues in both the U. S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. Your letter
concerns Class III and Class IV milk prices with specific reference to the pricing of other
solids and your views on make allowances including dry whey.

A public rulemaking hearing was reconvened on July 9, 2007, to consider proposals on
the Class III and Class IV price formulas including make allowances that are critical
elements of those formulas. The hearing ended on July 11, 2007, with briefs and
comments due September 14, 2007, from proponents and opponents of the 16 proposals
covered during the hearing. Since the hearing record continues to be an open issue, the
Department of Agriculture, in accordance with the Rules of Practice that govern formal
rulemaking, is unable to comment further on the substantive issues involved in the
hearing record. As an ex parte communication, your letter and this response will be
posted to the Agricultural Marketing Service website at www.ams.usda.gov/dairy.

Please be assured that all of the issues considered during the rulemaking process will be
considered as expeditiously as possible. Thank you for your continued interest in the
Federal milk order program.

Sincerely,

Bruce I. Knight
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Control Number: 5169360
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August 3, 2007

George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to thank you for your strong leadership orTthe farm bilfreauthorizatidn" and request that*
you hold firm in your resolve that any new farm bill must contain meaningful reform of subsidy
programs, real investment in rural America, and adherence to fiscal responsibility. With the
House-passed bill falling short of these qualities, your continued advocacy will be critical to
securing a better result in the Senate.

We commend Secretary Johanns for proposing a bold set of reforms that would go a long way
toward strengthening the farm safety net while making it work responsibly for taxpayers. The
heart of this safety net would be a counter-cyclical program (CCP) based on farm revenue rather
than the current crop target prices. The price-based system has proved ineffective at protecting
farmers when they need it most, paying, instead, when farmers already receive large profits and
distorting the market by encouraging overproduction to maximize government payouts. In
contrast, moving to a revenue-based CCP would ensure that farmers receive assistance only
when their actual incomes fall, saving taxpayers nearly $500 million over the next five years.

Similarly, Secretary Johanns has proposed altering the marketing loan and loan deficiency
payment programs to prevent producers from gaming the system by picking and choosing when
they can lock in the best loan rates and then selling at the highest profits. Clearly, the program
was not intended to work this way by heaping government subsidies on top of corporate profit.
Commonsense fixes are needed. Nevertheless, both our Fairness Amendment and an amendment
offered by Minority Leader Boehner, which would have made these reforms, were defeated on

One-House floor.,, ; '_ , f , ^_^__^ _. -

Your Administration also has advocated for one last major reform to the subsidy structure -
eliminating the planting restriction in place for Direct Payment recipients. Recognizing that this
reform is not politically viable in Congress, we proposed in our amendment a reduction in Direct
Payments over the life of the farm bill with the ultimate goal of phasing out this third leg of the
subsidy stool, which was intended to be a temporary transition program in 1996 to wean farmers
off of government subsidies. By doing away with these direct subsidy payments, Congress
would alleviate the need for the planting restriction, thereby avoiding the more contentious
domestic issue and eliminating a possible basis for challenge at the World Trade Organization.

The House ignored the threats our agriculture programs face at the WTO by not only continuing
to support these generous subsidy programs, but actually making them more trade-distorting in
some instances. The House-passed bill raises target prices for wheat and soybeans, further
restricts imports of sugar and regulates domestic production, and increases the payment cap for
Direct Payments while eliminating the cap on loan deficiency payments. Our amendment would
have addressed all of these problems, and also would have imposed a more meaningful limit on

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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government payments to the wealthiest producers by lowering the limit of $1 million dollars in
adjusted gross income found in H.R. 2419 to $250,000, much closer to your Administration's
proposed $200,000 limit.

Finally, the federal crop insurance program is also ripe for reform. Chairman Waxman and
Representative Cooper have taken up this issue on the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, where they found that the crop insurance program is one of the most
inefficient programs in the federal government. The sixteen private insurance companies that
comprise the entire industry made $2.8 billion in profits off of the American taxpayer in the last

-fiyj^yjeai^by^ganung the^rorMn^u^ance^ystem. Furthermore, these 16 companies diverted
almost 40 percent, or $8 billion, of me $TfTTbiTh'6nlippropri
House bill took initial steps to address this waste and abuse, more needs to be done.

It is unfortunate that passage of the farm bill has become as controversial as it has.
Reauthorization of our farm and food policies offered Congress and the Administration,
Democrats and Republicans, urban districts and rural ones the opportunity to come together in
support of a forward-looking bill to lead us into the 21st Century. By maintaining an important
safety net for our family farms while finding savings through these commonsense reforms, we
can redirect our investment in rural America to non-market- or trade-distorting priorities such as
conservation funding, rural development, nutrition programs, renewable energy, and specialty
crops, and at the same time have deficit reduction. All of this can be accomplished without
raising taxes. Although the House did not seize on this opportunity, prospects may be better in
the Senate when that body considers the farm bill later this year.

Therefore, we urge you to continue to push for a reform-minded bill that does not rely on budget
gimmicks or unnecessary tax increases to fund these vital programs. The American people
deserve better.

Sincerely,

Ron Kind
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenaueir
Member of Congress

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Jim
Mecroer of Congress Member of Congress



Congress nf tfje United
Washington, 1C 20515

Augusts, 2007

George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to thank you for your strong leadership on the farm bill reauthorization and request that
you hold firm in your resolve that any new farm bill must contain meaningful refonTToTsubsidy
programs, real investment in rural America, and adherence to fiscal responsibility. With the
House-passed bill falling short of these qualities, your continued advocacy will be critical to
securing a better result in the Senate.

We commend Secretary Johanns for proposing a bold set of reforms that would go a long way
toward strengthening the farm safety net while making it work responsibly for taxpayers. The
heart of this safety net would be a counter-cyclical program (CCP) based on farm revenue rather
than the current crop target prices. The price-based system has proved ineffective at protecting
farmers when they need it most, paying, instead, when farmers already receive large profits and
distorting the market by encouraging overproduction to maximize government payouts. In
contrast, moving to a revenue-based CCP would ensure that farmers receive assistance only
when their actual incomes fall, saving taxpayers nearly $500 million over the next five years.

Similarly, Secretary Johanns has proposed altering the marketing loan and loan deficiency
payment programs to prevent producers from gaming the system by picking and choosing when
they can lock in the best loan rates and then selling at the highest profits. Clearly, the program
was not intended to work this way by heaping government subsidies on top of corporate profit.
Commonsense fixes are needed. Nevertheless, both our Fairness Amendment and an amendment
offered by Minority Leader Boehner, which would have made these reforms, were defeated on
the House floor.

Your Administration also has advocated for one last major reform to the subsidy structure -
eliminating the planting restriction in place for Direct Payment recipients. Recognizing that this
reform is not politically viable in Congress, we proposed in our amendment a reduction in Direct
Payments over the life of the farm bill with the ultimate goal of phasing out this third leg of the
subsidy stool, which was intended to be a temporary transition program in 1996 to wean farmers
off of government subsidies. By doing away with these direct subsidy payments, Congress
would alleviate the need for the planting restriction, thereby avoiding the more contentious
domestic issue and eliminating a possible basis for challenge at the World Trade Organization.

The House ignored the threats our agriculture programs face at the WTO by not only continuing
to support these generous subsidy programs, but actually making them more trade-distorting in
some instances. The House-passed bill raises target prices for wheat and soybeans, further
restricts imports of sugar and regulates domestic production, and increases the payment cap for
Direct Payments while eliminating the cap on loan deficiency payments. Our amendment would
have addressed all of these problems, and also would have imposed a more meaningful limit on

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



government payments to the wealthiest producers by lowering the limit of $1 million dollars in
adjusted gross income found in H.R. 2419 to $250,000, much closer to your Administration's
proposed $200,000 limit.

Finally, the federal crop insurance program is also ripe for reform. Chairman Waxman and
Representative Cooper have taken up this issue on the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, where they found that the crop insurance program is one of the most
inefficient programs in the federal government. The sixteen private insurance companies that
comprise the entire industry made $2.8 billion in profits off of the American taxpayer in the last
five years by gaming the crop insurance system. Furthermore, these 16 companies diverted
almost 40 percent, or $8 billion, of the $18.7 billion appropriated for farmers since 2000. The
House bill took initial steps to address this waste and abuse, more needs to be done.

It is unfortunate that passage of the farm bill has become as controversial as it has.
Reauthorization of our farm and food policies offered Congress and the Administration,
Democrats and Republicans, urban districts and rural ones the opportunity to come together in
support of a forward-looking bill to lead us into the 21st Century. By maintaining an important
safety net for our family farms while finding savings through these commonsense reforms, we
can redirect our investment in rural America to non-market- or trade-distorting priorities such as
conservation funding, rural development, nutrition programs, renewable energy, and specialty
crops, and at the same time have deficit reduction. All of this can be accomplished without
raising taxes. Although the House did not seize on this opportunity, prospects may be better in
the Senate when that body considers the farm bill later this year.

Therefore, we urge you to continue to push for a reform-minded bill that does not rely on budget
gimmicks or unnecessary tax increases to fund these vital programs. The American people
deserve better.

Sincerely,

Ron Kind
Member of Congress

;ff Flake
Member ow^OTTEFess

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Jim £$>oper
of Congres's

Leichei
Member of Congress



USDA

Untied Stitee Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
OCT 292007 Washington, D.C. 20250

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 3, 2007, to President George W. Bush, cosigned by
your colleagues, addressing the Administration's push for a reform-minded farm bill. 1
appreciate your positive comments on the Administration's efforts to achieve meaningful
reform of farm subsidy programs, and also pleased to be able to respond to your letter on
behalf of the President.

This Administration could not agree with you more that passing a farm bill should not be
as controversial as it has become. We need to look forward and provide our agricultural
community with common sense farm programs that maintain a safety net for producers,
while redirecting investment of taxpayer dollars to non-distorting programs. Former
Secretary Johanns expressed concerns over the House-passed farm bill, just as you have
in your letter. We look forward to interacting with Congress in the months ahead and
finalizing the next farm bill.

When the 2002 Farm Bill was passed, times were quite different: commodity prices were
low, exports had declined for five straight years, and the debt-to-asset ratio was relatively
low. It was the first-ever farm bill with an energy title, and it really stepped forward in
the conservation arena. Times have changed, however. Commodity prices are now
strong for most program crops. Agricultural exports have increased every year, and are
expected to reach a record $79 billion this year. We have the lowest debt-to-asset ratio in
recorded history, at 11 percent. Renewable fuels are now a significant contributor to the
economy of rural America.

When we put together our 2007 Farm Bill proposals in this new climate, our overall goals
were to make our support programs more market-oriented, more predictable, more
equitable, and more secure from World Trade Organization (WTO) challenge. Greater
predictability means that we want to preserve the strong safety net for farmers and
ranchers that the 2002 Farm Bill started to put in place. Greater equity would be
achieved by moving away from policies that direct virtually all of our support payments
to just a few crops, and helping find ways to assist the 60 percent of U.S. fanners who
receive no support. As a result, we have proposed $7.8 billion in new conservation
programs and $5.5 billion in new direct payments.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Page 2

The Administration's proposal does not call for the extent of subsidy reform that is in the
Kind-Flake Farm Bill proposal. There are, however, a number of points that we have in
common. We both believe, for example, that fruit and vegetable planting restrictions
should be eliminated. Doing so would increase the market orientation of our farm
programs and help protect us from challenge in the WTO. We also share common
sentiments on the importance of renewable fuels to our future, the need to expand many
of our important conservation programs, the need to strengthen our Food Stamp Program,
and other topics.

Once again, thank you for your comments on our Farm Bill Proposals, and let me assure
you that this Administration will continue to push for farm bill policy change. I look
forward to working with you and others as we move forward in the debate and try to craft
the best possible 2007 Farm Bill for all farmers and ranchers. A similar letter is being
sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

Mark E. Keenum
Under Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services



USDA

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

1400 Independence
Avenue, SW
Washington, DC
20250

DEC 1 2 2007

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10
20 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of October 12, 2007, (reference number 294816) to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) concerning Mr. Kenneth H. Swan's receipt
of an Animal Welfare Act (AWA) licensing application for his business, Swan's
Pumpkin Farm.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to Mr. Swan's concern. The AWA requires
that people who exhibit certain animals in circuses, aquariums, and zoos—including
petting zoos and petting zoo environments—be licensed with our Agency. Additionally,
we require that exhibitors provide their animals with, among other things, an appropriate
diet, clean and structurally sound housing, protection from extremes of weather and
temperature, and veterinary care. With regard to Mr. Swan's question about licensing
versus registration, the AWA requires individuals who use certain animals in research
to register with us.

Local personnel with our Agency's Animal Care (AC) program—which enforces the
AWA—have been in contact with Mr. Swan and have explained how the AWA pertains
to his animals. As AC veterinary medical officer Dr. Dawn Barksdale explained to
Mr. Swan, his animals are regulated under the AWA because they are not being used
for agricultural purposes but are, rather, being used to attract customers to his pumpkin
farm and are in a petting zoo-like environment. We are pleased to report that AC
recently processed the AWA license application for Swan's Pumpkin Farm and mailed
to Mr. Swan USDA exhibitor's license 35-C-0275.

We recognize that Mr. Swan would have preferred to receive correspondence bearing
a personal rather than a stamped signature. However, Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, AC's
Eastern Region Director, is responsible for signing official correspondence to more than
5,000 licensees, registrants, and applicants annually, so the use of the stamp is a practical
necessity. We have assured Mr. Swan that AC staff and officials are personally
available, both in the local and regional offices, to speak with him should he have
further questions. Dr. Barksdale may be reached at (703) 812-6596; Dr. Goldentyer is

Safeguarding American Agriculture
APHIS is an agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Control Number: 5237774
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also available by telephone at (919) 855-7103. Mr. Swan may also write directly
to Dr. Goldentyer at the following mailing address: AC, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA, Suite 200, Main Campus Drive. Raleigh, North Carolina
27606.

We appreciate Mr. Swan's efforts to comply with the AWA and we hope this information
is helpful.

Sincerely,

Cindy J. Smith
Administrator
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United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

4700 River Road
Riverdale, MD
20737

DEC 2 1 2007

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10
20 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your followup letter of December 5, 2007, to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) concerning Mr. Kenneth H. Swan's receipt of an Animal Welfare
Act (AWA) licensing application for his business, Swan's Pumpkin Farm.

We hope that by now you have received our December 12, 2007, response to your
previous letter. For your convenience, we are enclosing a copy. In that response, we
clarified how the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) pertains to businesses such as Mr. Swan's.
We also reported that Mr. Swan had both applied and been approved for an AWA license
to exhibit animals at Swan's Pumpkin Farm. We hope that Mr. Swan has received his
license (number 35-C-0275) by now. We appreciate Mr. Swan's efforts to comply
with the AWA and encourage him to contact us (using the information provided in the
enclosed letter) should he have questions in the future.

Sincerely,

Christina J. Myers
Director
Executive Communications
Legislative and Public Affairs

Enclosure

Safeguarding American Agriculture
APHIS is an agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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DEC 1 2 2007

The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10
20 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of October 12,2007, (reference number 294816) to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) concerning Mr. Kenneth H. Swan's receipt
of an Animal Welfare Act (AWA) licensing application for his business, Swan's
Pumpkin Farm.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to Mr. Swan's concern. The AWA requires
that people who exhibit certain animals in circuses, aquariums, and zoos—including
petting zoos and petting zoo environments—be licensed with our Agency. Additionally,
we require that exhibitors provide their animals with, among other things, an appropriate
diet, clean and structurally sound housing, protection from extremes of weather and
temperature, and veterinary care. With regard to Mr. Swan's question about licensing
versus registration, the AWA requires individuals who use certain animals in research
to register with us.

Local personnel with our Agency's Animal Care (AC) program—which enforces the
AWA—have been in contact with Mr. Swan and have explained how the AWA pertains
to his animals. As AC veterinary medical officer Dr. Dawn Barksdale explained to
Mr. Swan, his animals are regulated under the AWA because they are not being used
for agricultural purposes but are, rather, being used to attract customers to his pumpkin
farm and are in a petting zoo-like environment. We are pleased to report that AC
recently processed the AWA license application for Swan's Pumpkin Farm and mailed
to Mr. Swan USDA exhibitor's license 35-C-0275.

We recognize that Mr. Swan would have preferred to receive correspondence bearing
a personal rather than a stamped signature. However, Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, AC's
Eastern Region Director, is responsible for signing official correspondence to more than
5,000 licensees, registrants, and applicants annually, so the use of the stamp is a practical
necessity. We have assured Mr. Swan that AC staff and officials are personally
available, both in the local and regional offices, to speak with him should he have
further questions. Dr. Barksdale may be reached at (703) 812-6596; Dr. Goldentyer is

Safeguarding American Agriculture
APHIS is an agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Control Number: 5259550
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also available by telephone at (919) 855-7103. Mr. Swan may also write directly
to Dr. Goldentyer at the following mailing address: AC, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA, Suite 200, Main Campus Drive. Raleigh, North Carolina
27606.

We appreciate Mr. Swan's efforts to comply with the AWA and we hope this information
is helpful.

Sincerely,

Cindy J. Smith
Administrator
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January 28, 2008 

Dear Mr. President: 

Wewrite to urge you to veta anyFarm Bill reauthorization conference report that 
funds agricultureprograms by raising taxes, fails to scbstantivelv reform current U.S. 
farm programs, and is not fiscally responsible. 

YourAdministration haa made clear that continuing the status quo in our 
domestic fann policy is unacceptable.especially givenboth tll:: strength of the U.S. farm 
economy for the foreseeable future and the need for trade compliance. As a result of the 
hard work of U.S. fanners andranchers, they are enjoying historically low debt-to-asset 
ratios, consistentlyhigh. cash receipts and robust farm exportvalues. Withreports of 
strongprices for program crops likely for at least the next several yean, the strength of 
the U.S. farm sector is unlikely to fade any time soon. 

We owe it to farmers and ranchers across the nation to promote policies, such as 
repealingthe Death Tax, expandingU.S. agricultural export opportunities abroad, and 
increasing production of American sources of energy, that willsupport U.S. agriculture's 
competitiveness and continue to move U.S. agriculture policy in a positive direction that 
supports family farms. However, the House and Senate versions of the Farm Bill move 
U.S. agriculturepolicy in the opposite direction. Both versions in conference finance 
billions in new spending with various tax increases, expand or add new unnecessary farm 
programs, lack the reforms your Administration has identified as necessary andinclude 
numerous trade distorting provisions! that wouldjeopardize existing U.S. trade 
agreements. In particular, rather thanreduce spending in lower priority farm programs, 
the House and. the Senate bills include tax: increasesthat couldescalate the tax burden on 
taxpayers by $4 billion or more than $16 billion, respectively. Increasing taxes will harm 
theeconomy, and is a particularly bad idea with the increasing evidence that the economy 
may beweakening. 

We support your opposition to Farm Bill provisions that will send U.S. agriculture 
in the wrongdirection and harm theeconomy instead of reflecting 21 st CentUJY farm 
sector needs and realities. We strongly urge you to veto any Farm Bill conferencereport 
thatincreases taxes on Americans, lacks reforms, distorts trade and fails the test of fiscal 
restraint. I 

Sincerely, 

PAULRY 
Memberof Congress 

, . 
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United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

MAR I 1 2008 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of January 28, 2008, to President George W. Bush, cosigned by your 
colleagues, conceming issues important to the ongoing farm bill debate. In particular, your letter 
emphasizes the need to move U.S. agricultural policy in a positive direction that supports family 
farms, while at the same time imposing no new taxes, supporting export opportunities, and 
offering tme reforms. I have been asked to respond to your letter on behalf of the President. 

As you indicate, the farm economy is, in aggregate, very strong—in fact, the strongest it has ever 
been. Net farm income is forecast to be $92.3 billion for calendar year 2008, up 4.1 percent 
above the $88.7 billion farmers are projected to have eamed in 2007 and 51 percent above its 
10-year average of $61.1 billion. While livestock producers are facing high input costs, the crop 
sector is extremely strong. The Department of Agriculture's Febmary World Agricultural 
Supply and Demand Estimates report raised the season average 2007/08 com price forecast to 
$3.75-$4.25 per bushel, up from the previous record of $3.24 in 1995/96. For soybeans, the 
2007/08 projected price is $IO.O0-$IO.80 per bushel, eclipsing the past record of $7.83 reached 
in 1983. The season average price across all classes of wheat is expected to reach $6.45-$6.85 
per bushel, compared to theprior record of $4.55 reached in 1995. 

In such an environment, this Administration could not agree with you more that the time is ripe 
for refomi. And, like you, we are in complete agreement that good farm policy must go hand in 
hand with good fiscal policy and that changes to farm policy should not result in new taxes. The 
importance of moving farm policy in a more market-oriented direction cannot be overstated. We 
must set our own agricultural policies, not ones that will ultimately be dismantled one piece at a 
time by the challenges of our trading partners in the World Trade Organization. The reward for 
choosing reform lies beyond our borders, where rapid economic growth in developing countries 
is creating millions of new middle class consumers who are buying more agricultural 
commodities and prepared foods. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Again, thank you for your letter and for your support ofthe Administration's position on many 
items important to our Nation's farmers, ranchers, and consumers. A similar letter is being sent 
to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

Mark E. Keenum 
Under Secretary 
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services 
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February 14, 2008 

Lowell Randel 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations 
United States Department of Agriculture 
212A Whitten Building 
1400 Independence Ave, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250-0001 

Dear Mr. Randel: 

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Laura Gentele of  
 

I would appreciate it ifyou would look into this matter to determine if anything 
can be done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Laura in resolving this 
problem. Please review the enclosed documents detailing Laura's difficulties. 

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file 
number 296600. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite JO, 
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my 
Constituent Services Center, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050. 

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely 
response. ^ ̂  . . . . . . . . 

Paul Ryan 
Member of Congress 

Enclosure 
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May L 2008 

The Honorable Edward Schafer 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Room 200-A, Whitten Federal Building 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Secretary Schafer: 

As leaders ofthc Congrcssionai Sportsmen's Caucus, we are writing to express our concern about the 
substantial delay of implementing a final Cllhronic Wasting Disease (CWD) rule and its adverse impact on 
cervid farming across the nation. The final rule for Chronic Wasting Disease Herd Certification Pro-am and 
Interstate Movement of Farmed or Captive Deer. Elk, and Moose (71 FR 41682-41717, Docket No. 00-108-3) 
was published on Juty 21,2006, with an original implementation date of October 19, 2006. However, the 
subsequent rescission of this rule and the continued delay of an updated final njle would mean damage to this 
crucial fanning industry will continue indefinitely. 

Due to a lack of federal regulation, deer, elk, and moose farms throughout the United States cunently 
exist under a patchwork of state herd certification programs. The lack of continuity of herd certification 
programs greatly hinders - or even prevents - interstate commerce in the industry. The cervid farming 
industry accounts for revenues of S3 billion annually nationwide; and yet, individual farmers are facing dire 
circumstances as they are prevented from selling or buying breeding stock or commercial animals due to 
restrictions on the interstate shipment of cervids imposed by the various state CWD programs. Federal 
regulations establishing uniform requirements for animal identification, testing and monitoring, herd 
management, and movement of animals in and out of herds is absolutely necessary if cervid fanners are able to 
operate their agribusiness just as producers of other commercially-produced livestock species. 

Establishing a final mie for herd certification programs will help to eliminate Chmnic Wasting 
Disease from farmed and captive cervid herds in the United States. A federal rule has been in development 
since 1997, percolating tlirough the exhaustive regulatory process for the last ten years. The cervid farming 
industry strongly suggests that the Department of Agriculture implement a CWD rule immediately. 

We thank you for your agency's hard work in planning a CWD herd certification program, and 
appreciate your consideration of our comments. We look forward to an update on the process of this 
rulemaking atvowLearliest convenience. 

Representative Paul Ryan 
Co-Chair, Congressional S rtsmen's Caucus 

Representative Ron Kind 
Co-Chair, Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus 

RepfcscnfafivA Steve Pcarcc 
vice Chair, Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus 

RepnJsentative Dan Boren 
Vice Chair, Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus 

PnihfTEO ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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United States Department of Agricuiture 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

JUL 0 7 2008 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Co-Chair, Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of May 1, 2008, regarding the final mle, "Chronic Wasfing 
Disease (CWD) Herd Certification Program and Interstate Movement of Farmed or Capfive 
Deer, Elk, and Moose." 

We appreciate the opportunity to update you on the final rule's status. As you know, our 
Agency delayed the rule's implementation in response to petitions we received in 2006 from the 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials, 
and U.S. Animal Health Association. The petitions challenged certain provisions in the mle 
and requested a stay in its implementation. In November 2006, we published the petitions for 
public comment, and in June 2007 we requested additional information from States regarding 
restrictions on the movement of cervids entering their States. 

Since then, we have carefully studied the comments and information received. Currently, 
we are completing a draft of a new supplemental proposed CWD rule that addresses the concems 
voiced in the petitions, as well as other issues. We intend to publish this new supplemental 
proposed rule for public comment later in 2008 and hope to finalize and implement the mle in 
2009. While we share your concems regarding the delay in the rule's implementation, we 
believe that it is critical to resolve the issues raised by the States regarding interstate movement 
and surveillance requirements. In order to be effective, this rule must be implemented as a 
Federal-State-industry cooperative program that meets the needs of all stakeholders. 

We recognize the impact of CWD on the cervid farming industry, and we assure you that 
finalizing this mle is important to the Department ofAgriculture. We are sending similar letters 
to your colleagues. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

Edward T. Schafer 
Secretary 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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May 12,2008 
President George W. Bush 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

We write insupport ora veto of the pcndini:Farm Billrcauthoraation conference report. should it 
remain bloated with spendingand fail to addressthe ~riteri8 youhave spelledout for much-needed 
reform. 

According to a recentWashington fOJI 5101)', "top priorities for the Whitt: House includetightening 
limits on federal f.ann payments to wealthy ihdividuals; closinga loophole thatallows farmers tosell 
creps above thesupport price andstillcolledt a subsidy; modifying a plan thatwould guarantee U.S. 
sugargrowers 85percentof the domestic sugar market through government purchase of excess imported 
sugar; and adju!ting U.S. farm policy to bri~g it into compliance with international trade treaties." 

Your Administration made clear :from the o~tset of the reauthorization debatethat continuing the stllt\l$ 
quoin ourdomestic fann policy is unac~eptable. Taxpayers should not be forced to foot the bill for 
farm payments to millionaires. persistent subsidy loopholes, or worsening an already troublesome sugar 
program, Gi\'en record food prices and thesustained strength ofthe U,S. farm sector, we agree with 
your recent comment that "this is the right t~e to reform ournation's fann policy byreducing 
unnecessary subsidies." 

We support a veto of a Farm Billconferen,* report that misses themiU'k onfiscal restraint orfllits to 
satisfy your requirements for reform. 
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JUN 2 5 2008 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of May 12,2008, to President George W. Bush, cosigned by 
your colleagues, regarding your support for the Administration's veto of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of2008. I have been asked to respond to your letter. 

The President has stated many times that a new farm bill that fails to reform farm 
programs at a time when farm income and crop prices are setting records is unacceptable. The 
2008 Farm Bill Conference Report contains many wasteful and unnecessary provisions. For 
example, a $170 million earmark for the salmon industry was slipped into this bill at the last 
moment. Congress also included last minute changes to the Average Crop Revenue Election 
farm subsidy program that likely will result in tens of billions of new government outlays in the 
future. It is irresponsible to ask the American taxpayer, who is struggling to make ends meet, to 
subsidize those farmers who make more than a million dollars a year. 

Congress's override of the President's veto means that the Conference Report provides 
the statutory framework for our programs through 2012. We at the Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) strongly support our Nation's farmers and ranchers, and are working very hard to 
implement the law's provisions in a timely manner. USDA will be issuing regulations, Federal 
Register notices, and other official documents starting later this summer that provide specific 
definitions and implementation details regarding farm bill provisions. 

Again, thank you for writing and for your continued support for policy reform. A similar 
letter is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

Edward T. Schafer 
Secretary 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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December 11,2008 

President-elect Barack Obama 
451 6* St., NW 
Washington D.C. 20001 

iQ 

Dear President-elect Obama: 

We applaud your recent statements indicating that you will work to combat waste 
in our nation's farm programs. As leaders ofthe effort to achieve reform in American 
agricultural policy, and we would like to work with you to achieve that result. 

' The ongoing financial crisis in the United States and the Federal govemment's 
response to it has put a tremendous strain on the Federal budget. The Fiscal Year 2008 
(FY2008,) budget deficit was $455 billion, and it appears the FY2009 budget deficit could 
exceed $1,trillion. Given these circumstances, we agree with you that we must scmtinize 
the Federal budget line-by-line to eliminate waste and.to reduce spending for non
essential, low-priority, and low-performing programs. 

The recent Govemment Accountability Office (GAO) report on Federal Farm 
Progranns that you .cited in, a recent press, briefing makes itabundantly clear that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's (USDA) process for examining payments to farmers is not 
adequate and-that a great deal of .waste j.s QCjcurring. As you: know, the GAO's report 
found that oyer 2,70,0 individuals .whose eamings exceeded $2.5 million received 
subsidies from, the Federal govetTiment, niany of whom are not farmers at all. To make 
matters worse, the USDA stated in its ovsoi databases that at least 87 of these individuals 
were ineligible for payments, but made them anyway. We support your willingness to 
address this problem and look forward to working with you on this important task. 

, i' ,.We would.also encourage your Administration to take its scmtiny of our farm 
programs a step further. In addition to red.ucing waste in-subsidy programs as they are 
currently stmctured, we should also reform-.Aese programs to reduce urmecessary, low-
priority spending; Far too much of our nation's agricultural spending is targeted toward 
large corporate entities and does not help the family farmers with the greatest need for 
assistance. . , . . , . , . 

For example, under the current Farm Bill, households with an adjusted gross 
income (AGI) of up to $1.5 million per year would remain eligible for payments. Worse 
yet, one can combine on: and off-farm income in such a way that households making up 
to $2.5 million would be eligible. This is clearly not the best use of taxpayer dollars. A . 
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more reasonable limit of $250,000 AGI, as we proposed earlier this year, would result in 
considerable budgetary savings while also ensuring that an adequate safety net for 
farmers remains in place. We encourage you to propose reforms ofthis nature. 

In this time of economic hardship and mounting Federal budget deficits, we are 
very encouraged by your recent comments about the need to eliminate waste in USDA 
programs and look forward to working with you to address this problem. We sincerely 
hope you consider the benefits of going further and implementing serious reforms to our 
farm programs that will provide an adequate safety net while yielding savings and 
ensuring taxpayers are not subsidizing wealthy agribusinesses at the expense of everyone 
else. 

r::: /̂ 
Paul Ryan 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

/t^ f'C/r^y 
Ron Kind 
Member of Congress 

Mamber of Congress 
iarl Blumenauer 

Member of Congress 
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APR 20 2009 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
I 113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-490 I 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of December 11,2008, to President Barack Obama, cosigned by your 
colleagues, encouraging the Administration to eliminate waste, reduce spending, and reform 
fann programs. Your letter was referred to the Department of Agriculture (USDA) for a 
response. 

One of the goals of this Administration is to make certain that USDA payments are not issued to 
individuals and entities that exceed income eligibility limits established by law. The goal is to 
limit excessive payments while providing for fairness to family fanners. 

I am pleased to infonn you that on March 19,2009, I announced that USDA and the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) have begun efforts to ensure that high income individuals and 
entities who request USDA payments meet income limits set forth in the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act 0[2008 (2008 Farm Bill). USDA will use income data provided by IRS to 
validate payment eligibility. However, prior to obtaining this infonnation from IRS, a written 
release from each producer or payment recipient will be required. You may be assured that FSA 
will adhere to all disclosure and Privacy Act provisions. 

Additionally. the President's budget proposed two types of reductions in payments to large 
fanners: A limit on farm conunodity payments of $250,000 per fanner, including price support 
payments; and a phase-out of Direct payments to fanners with farm sales of greater than 
$500,000 per year. 

Again, thank you for your letter. A similar letter is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

C2[:jV~'------
Thomas J. Vi]sack 
Secretary 

Control Number: 5793107
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Honorable Paul Ryan 
Member, United States House 

of Representatives 
216 6* Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53403 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter dated July 10, 2009, regarding your constituent's concems relating to 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this inquiry. Ifyou have additional questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

JDITH A. CANALES 
Administrator 
susiness and Cooperative Programs 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Wasliington, DC 20250 
Web: littp://www.rurdev.usda.qov 

Committed to tlie future of rural communities. 

"USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender" 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Wliitten Building, 14*' and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). 

Control Number: 5950156
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DEC - <j 2009 

Honorable Paul Ryan 
Member, United States House 

of Representatives 
216 6* Street 
Racine, Wisconsin 53403 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter dated July 10, 2009, regarding your constituent's concems  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this inquiry. Ifyou have additional questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

\uM^.(h 
JDITH A. CANALES 

Administrator 
Jusiness and Cooperative Programs 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW. Washington, DC 20250 
Web: httD://www.rurdev.usda.aov 

Committed to the future of rural communities. 

"USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender." 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14* and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). 

Control Number: 5950156

(b) (5)

http://www.rurdev.usda.aov


USDA
..
 
United States Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary
 
Washington, D.C. 20250
 

JAN 2 9 2010 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Budget 
U.S. House of Representatives 
207 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-6065 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of December 17,2009, cosigned by your colleagues, in which you urge 
the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to take appropriate actions to reduce fraud, waste, and 
abuse in the Federal crop insurance program through the re-negotiations of the Standard 
Reinsurance Agreement (SRA) between the approved insurance providers and the USDA Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). 

The first draft of the new SRA for 2011 was issued by RMA on December 4,2009, for industry 
comment. It specifically addresses the concerns expressed in your letter through a number of 
aggressive changes to the current SRA, including restructuring (enclosed). 

We expect the changes incorporated in the first draft SRA, when finalized for the 2011 
reinsurance year, will result in a much stronger crop insurance program-a program that will be 
more responsive to farmers and ranchers, fair and reasonable to approved insurance providers, 
and a good value for taxpayers. 

Again, thank you for your letter. A similar letter is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

ack 

Enclosure 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



Changes to the Current 8RA and Restructuring 

The following are the current changes to the 8RA, including restructuring: 

•	 The Administrative and Operating (A&O) subsidy provided to approved insurance 
providers to more closely align government expenditures with actual delivery costs, as 
recommended in the Government Accountability Office (GAO) study of April 2009. The 
restructuring uses a ten-year average price for major commodities to determine a 
reference amount per policy for the A&O subsidy. This change will effectively "roll 
back" the excessive A&O payments of the past few years caused by high commodity 
prices to more reasonable levels; 

•	 The reinsurance fund for the program's riskiest policies to ensure that all approved 
insurance providers have a more significant stake in the outcome for these policies, 
similar to private auto insurance. This change is expected to bolster program integrity 
and reduce waste, fraud, and abuse; 

•	 The reinsurance fund for the program's most profitable business so that approved 
insurance providers can expect to earn reasonable underwriting gains, but not the 
excesses of recent years. The Milliman study you cited in your letter provided 
RMA with the analytical basis for detennining a "reasonable" amount of underwriting 
gains; and 

•	 The reinsurance fund for the most profitable business to include features that rebalance 
underwriting perfonnance across the country. The GAO study specifically attributes 
excessive underwriting gains in certain States as the primary cause for incidences of 
illegal rebating and other marketplace problems. At the same time, other areas of the 
country with poor underwriting perfonnance can lack sufficient service. The rebalancing 
feature of the SRA contained in the first draft will reduce incentives in "over-served" 
states to discourage the types of illegal activities cited in the GAO study while, at the 
same time, provide increased incentives for more widespread program expansion in 
underserved areas. 
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United States Department 0' Agriculture 

Office of the Secretary
 
Washington, D.C. 20250
 

SEP 2 3 2010 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington,D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of July 26, 20 I0, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding 
S. 1241 and H.R. 2031. I apologize for the delayed response. 

Your letter states that the legislation would lessen the burden on small film crews by allowing 
them to pay a reasonable annual fee to film on Federal lands. The bills would direct the 
Secretaries ofthe Interior and Agriculture to require annual permits and assess annual land use 
fees of $200 for commercial filming on Federal lands involving a crew of five persons or fewer. 
The bills also would allow a film crew to obtain an annual permit and pay a single land use fee 
regardless of the number and location of shoots, film crew size, equipment used , resource 
management needs, and length of filming . 

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOl) testified at the April 28, 2010, hearing before the 
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Public Lands and 
Forests, that 001 could not support S. 1241 . At that same hearing, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) also testified that it could not support S.1241. Like H.R. 2031, S. 1241 
would inhibit DOl's and USDA's ability to manage Federal lands in the best interest of the 
American people. 

For the past 5 years, USDA has been coordinating with DOl to develop an interagency fee 
schedule for commercial filming, which would be used nationally by both Departments on lands 
under their respective jurisdiction. The proposed interagency fee schedule would create fee 
categories for small film crews and would allow the agencies to retain the authority to issue and 
condition permits to protect visitors and resources, while providing market value to the American 
people for the use of Federal lands , as required by the commercial filming statute, 16 U.S.c. 
ASOI-6d. The proposed interagency fee schedule would be sensitive to the needs of small 
businesses, especially important in these difficult economic times, by providing the option to 
small film crews to pay a nominal daily or monthly fee to fit the specific needs of the film crew. 
A single annual permit with a flat $200 annual fee, irrespective of the number and location of 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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shoots, film crew size, equipment used, resource management needs, or length of filming, as 
proposed by S. 1241 and H.R. 2031, would not represent market value for the use of Federal 
lands and would not be in the best interest of the American taxpayer. 

The proposed fee schedule is currently undergoing internal clearance within DOl prior to its 
publication in the Federal Register for public notice and comment. USDA plans to adopt this fee 
schedule through its own rulemaking, thereafter; we look forward to continuing to work with you 
on this issue. 

Again, thank you for writing. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 



Congress nf t[|^ MnxUh ^tat^s 
IffiaBljtnatnn, 39© 205X5 

July 26, 2010 
i 

The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary 
U.S; Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. i 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear Secretary Vilsack, 
•i 

We are writing conceming companion pieces of legislation S. 1241, sponsored by 
Senators Inhofe, Tester, Crapo, and Risch, and H.R. 2031, sponsored by Congressmen Boren, 
Miller, Ryan, Ross, Putnam, Chaffetz, Courtney, and Yoimg. These bills attempt to lessen the 
burdens on small filming crews on public lands by amending Public Law 106-206 to simply 
allow small crews to pay a reasonable annual fee to be able to film on public lands. These bills 
are strongly supported by the Professional Outdoor Media Association and thirty-three 

.^^ortsmen's and conseryation;organizations:' •.'• ^ 

...,,,,.,., Last Congress,!CongressmeniBorenland.Youngled the \vork On this legislation 

.iiatroducing:fi.R. 5502 which received a healing in the HbtisfeKdtiiral Resources Committee. On 

.April.2,8, 2010,,,the Senate Subconunittee on-Public Land'and Forests ofthe Energy mid Natural 
Resources Comrnittee held a hearing on S:'ls241]'':' •'• ' " . '' ' ' 

At the April 28'*' hearing, the Department ofthe Interior testified that it could not support 
S. 1241 and identified issues such as the need for federal larid managerhent agericies to be able to 
manage commercial filming and know the locations and duration of filming projects, manage 
dismption to other visitors of federal lands, ensiire areas.are not ovemsed, evaluate the 
appropriateness of filming in certain areas, and fiirther testified that commercial filming crews 
may take advantage ofthe new special permit authorized in S. 1241 and H.R. 2031. Finally, the 
Department testified that it may have limited staff available to monitor all the filming which may 
occur and that $200 may not be sufficient reimbursement for the appropriate staff time involved 
and administrative costs.v:However, the Department testified that it wished to work to address 
these concems. S: . -•.• ••.-. •••/•: .^ :i;;.••;;'-;!' •'' p' ;•.!'••i.;'*•';• ; " !. ̂  •-• ••••••'^• 

^ , We can. all agree that our nation '̂S public lands are a valuable natural resource, and the 
professional outdoor media industry is a valuable way to bring awareness to our nation's ' 
resoiirces through documentaries, sporting prograins, and other pi'oductions.' Public Law 106-' 
206 requires the Department.of the Interior and Ithe Departiheiit of Agriculture to establish a 
permit and reasonable fee to commercially film on federal lands, and it allows the Departments 
to.recover costs associated with filming projects. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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S. 1241 and H.R. 2031 do not change the purpose of Public Law 106-206. Instead, these 
bills attempt to address the inconsistent implementation of Public Law 106-206 on federal lands 
for small filming crews which has been recognized by many small filming producers from 
aroimd the country. 

The intent of S. 1241 and H.R. 2031 is not to remove the Department's supervision of 
filming on federal lands permits. We believe Public Law 106-206 was intended to primarily 
provide the Department a way to permit major filming operations and the footprint they would 
make on federal lands. We are simply interested in finding a way, statutorily or administratively, 
to allow small filming crews to access federal lands through a more standardized manner for a 
reasonable fee without being charged by the day and allow the Department to continue its 
responsibility of maintaining our federal lands. 

Recently, the Forest Service issued new interim guidance conceming filming in 
wildemess areas, and it is working toward issuing permanent mles by the end of next year. This 
seems like an appropriate opportimity to also review the Department of Agriculture's 
commercial filming mles on all lands subject to Public Law 106-206 to ensure consistency, 
access, and reasonable costs for small filming crews. 

We appreciate your attention to this matter and appreciate your prompt response. 

Sincerely, 

QJHm yt^ 



July 26, 2010 
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PAUL RYAN 
1 ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN 

WASHINnTnN nFFirF-

1113 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

W A S H I N G T O N , DC 20515-4901 

(202)225-3031 

FAX: (202) 225-3393 

TOLL-FREE: 1-S88-909-RYAN (7926) 

INTERNET: www.house.gov/ryan 

Congresfs; of tjje Saniteb ^tatt^ 
Sousfe of i^epregentatibesi 
TOagfjington, BC 20515-4901 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

RANKING IVIEMBER 

COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT 

November 30, 2010 

Ms. Krysta Harden 
Assistant Secretary ofAgriculture for Congressional Relations 
Office of Congressional Relations 
United States Department ofAgriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250-0002 

Dear Ms. Harden: 

I was recently contacted by a constituent, June Kaplan of  
 on her enclosed Privacy Act Release form and 

accompanying documents. 

I would appreciate it ifyou would look into this matter to determine if anything can be 
done - consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Ms. Kaplan by addressing her 
comments and concems. 

Please address your response to my Kenosha office and reference my file number 
436437. My Kenosha office address is 5455 Sheridan Road, Suite 125, Kenosha, 
•Wisconsin, 53140. Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent 
Services Representative, Nathan Sehacht, can be contacted at (262) 654-1901. 

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely 
response. 

Paul Ryan 
Member of Congress 

Enclosure 

JANESVILLE 

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER 
20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10 

JANESVILLE, Wl 53545 

(608)752-4050 . FAX:(608)752-4711 

KENOSHA 

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER 
5455 SHERIDAN ROAD, SUITE 125 

KENOSHA, Wl 53140 
(262)654-1901 . FAX:(262)654-2156 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

RACINE 

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER 
216 6TH STREET 

RACINE, Wl 63403 
(262) 637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689 

Control Number: 6597557
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" PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 
J .1 ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN 

RANKING MEMBER 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

^^^^^HriSllpor'^'^ Consregs; of tlje Winitzti States; WA^SAN'J'MEANS 
F A 3 2 S ° 3 1 9 3 i l o i i ^c of iaeprcgcntat ibeg SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-909-RYAN (7926) ^aS'ljiHStOll, © C 2051 5 4 9 0 1 
INTERNET: paulryan.house.gov SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT 

Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form 

^JLUO.^ L. Ko.^l^^r^ E-Mail: Name: _ _̂  

I prefer to receive correspondence by E-mail (if provided above): YES NO J^ 

Address:

City: 

Phone (Hom

Social Security N u m b e r : < ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ / ^ ^ 0 f Veteran's Number: 

Agency Involved: l X S j > A , , ^ . 

The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheet(s) if necessary)  

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive 
. --information.from proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman.;R.yan.is, ...-.., 

authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case. 

Signed: Date: 11 j / p-/3-(^t O-

Please return this completed form to: 
Congressman Paul Ryan 

5455 Sheridan Road, Suite 125 
Kenosha, WI 53140 

Phone: (262) 654-1901 
Fax: (262) 654-2156 

*** Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records. Vour 
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf. 

JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE 
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER 
20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10 5455SHERIDANROAD, SUITE 125 216 6TH STREET 

JANESVILLE. Wl 53545 KENOSHA, Wl 53140 RACINE, Wl 53403 
(808) 752-4050. FAX; (808) 752-4711 (282) 854-1901 . FAX: (262) 854-2156 (262) 637-0510. FAX: (262) 637-5689 
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13412 Federal Register/Vol. 74, No. 58/Friday, March 27, 2009/Notices 

Effective from 

INCOME ELIGIBIUTY GUIDELINES 

July 1, 2009 10 June 30, 2010 

HCWSEHOLD 
SIZE ANNUAL 

REDUCEO PRICE MEALS - 185 % 

^ N T H ^ MONTH 
TWICE PER EVERY TWO 

WEEKS 

FREE MEftLS • 130 % 

ANNUAL 
TWICE PER 

MONTH 
EVERY TWO 

WEEKS WEEKLY 

48 COWTIGUOUS STATES, PISTRICT OF COLUfUBIA GUAM, AND TERRITORIES 

II3I ^S>ag"t8.310Mgl^ 

For each addl lamlly 
member, add 

jg^j^saaatta^a^ 
, g ^ ^ ^ 3 3 ^ 7 o g ^ ^ 
*<i^<!/»^3f.oiiffmm 

20,036 
26,955 
33,874 
40.793 
47,712 
54,631 
61,550 
68.469 

6,919 

771 
1,037 
1.303 
1,569 
1,836 
2,102 
2,368 
2,634 

3B6 
519 
652 
785 
918 

1,051 
1,184 
1,317 

134 

14,079 
18.941 
23,803 
28,665 
33,627 
38.369 
43.251 
48,113 

4,862 

1.174 
1,579 
1,984 
2,389 
2,794 
3,200 
3,605 
4,010 

406 

587 
790 
992 

1,195 
1,397 
1.600 
1,803 
2.005 

203 

542 
729 
916 

1.103 
1,290 
1,477 
1.664 
1,851 

187 

271 
365 
458 
552 
645 
739 
832 
926 

ALASKA 

For each add'l family 
member, add 

25,031 
33,689 
42,347 
51,005 
59,663 
68.321 
76,979 
85,637 

8,658 

2,086 
2,808 
3,529 
4,251 
4,972 
5,694 
6,415 
7,137 

722 

1,043 
1,404 
1,765 
2,126 
2,486 
2,847 
3,208 
3.569 

361 

963 
1.296 
1,629 
1.962 
2,295 
2,628 
2,961 
3,294 

333 

482 
648 
815 
981 

1,148 
1,314 
1,481 
1,647 

167 

17,589 
23.673 
29,757 
35,841 
41,925 
48,009 
54,093 
60,177 

6,084 

1.466 
1,973 
2,480 
2,987 
3,494 
4,001 
4,508 
5,015 

607 

733 
987 

1,240 
1,494 
1,747 
2,001 
2,254 
2,508 

254 

677 
911 

1.145 
1,379 
1.613 
1,847 
2,081 
2,315 

234 

339 
456 
573 
690 
807 
924 

1.041 
1,158 

117 

HAWAII 

~ra^!SS^2^80«^« 

For each add'l family 
member, add 

23,051 
31,006 
38,961 
46,916 
54,871 
62,826 
70,781 
78.736 

7,955 

1,921 
2,564 
3,247 
3,910 
4,573 
5,236 
5,899 
6.562 

663 

961 
1,292 
1,624 
1,955 
2.287 
2.618 
2,950 
3,281 

332 

887 
1,193 
1,499 
1,805 
2,111 
2,417 
2,723 
3.029 

I 306 

444 
597 
750 
903 

1,056 
1.209 
1.362 
1.515 

16,198 
21,788 
27,378 
32,968 
38,558 
44.148 
49,738 
55,328 

1,350 
1,816 
2,282 
2,748 
3,214 
3,679 
4,145 
4,611 

675 
908 

1,141 
1,374 
1,607 
1,840 
2.073 
2,306 

233 

623 
838 

1,053 
1,268 
1,483 
1,1 
1,913 
2,128 

215 

312 
419 
527 
634 
742 
849 
957 

1.06A 

1081 

Authority: (42 U.S.C. 1758(b)(1)) 
Dated: March 22, 2009. 

E. Enrique Gomez, 
Acting Administrator. 
(FR Doc. E9-6806 Filed 3-26-09; 8:45 am] 
BILUNG COOE 3410-30-C 

i^J^^RTMENT OF AGRICULTURE"^ 

Forest Service 

Dixie National Forest; Tropic To Hatch 
138kV Transmission Line Project, 
Correction to Include Notice of Intent 
To Amend the Bureau of Land 
Management, Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument 
Management Plan 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA and 
Bureau of Land Management, USDL 
ACTION: Correction to notice of intent. 

SUMMARY: Piu-suant to section 102(2) of 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969, 40 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) subparts 1500-1508, and 43 CFR 
subpart 1610.5-5 (Planning 
Regulations), notice is hereby given that 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National 
Monument intends to prepare an 
amendment to the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument 

Management Plan (MMP) with an 
associated environmental impact 
statement (EIS) in cooperation writh the 
U.S. Forest Service as lead agency. The 
Dixie National Forest published a 
Notice of Intent in the Federal Register 
to initiate this proposal on February 21, 
2008, but did not include the BLM's 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National 
Monument (GSENM) Notice of Intent 
into its heading. The publication of this 
Federal Register notice is to make the 
public aware that this action also 
applies to a possible land use plan 
amendment to the MMP. Discussion of 
the GSENM amendment was in the body 
ofthe original Federal Register notice, 
but was not evident in the title. The 
public is now provided a second 
opportunity to review and provide 
comments on this possible amendment 
to the BLM's MMP based on the 
planning criteria identified in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION below. 
DATES: Public comments should be 
submitted in writing to the address 
listed below within 30 days following 
the publication of this notice in the 
Federal Register. 

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
Paul Chapman, Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument, Tropic to 
Hatch 138kV Transmission Line, BLM 
Project Leader, 190 East Center, Kanab, 

Utah 84741. E-mail: tropicJo_hatch_ 
transmissionJine_eis_ 
comments@fs.fed.us. E-mailed 
comments must be submitted in MS 
Word {*.doc) or rich text format (*.rtf) 
and should include the project name in 
the subject line. Written comments may 
also be submitted at the above address 
during regular business hours of 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

Before including your address, phone 
number, e-mail address, or other 
personal identifying information in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
personal identifying information—may 
be made publicly available at any time. 
While you can ask us in your comment 
to withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. Comments may be published as 
part ofthe EIS. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul 
Chapman, Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument project coordinator, 
190 East Center, Kanab, Utah 84741 or 
phone (435) 644-4309. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
Notice of Intent to amend the MMP 
responds to a proposal from Garkane 
Energy Cooperative to construct, operate 
and maintain a 138 kilovolt (kV) electric 
transmission line in Garfield County, 

mailto:comments@fs.fed.us
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REP PAUL RYAN ifciuu.: 

PRESERVATION 
S O L U T I O N S 

May 17, 201 i 

P.O. Box 937 • 980 Proctor Drive • Elkhom, Wl 53121 
Phone:(262)723-6715 • Fax:(262)723-4013 

www.preservationsolutions.com 

Congressman Paul Ryan's OfBce 
Attention: Nate 
5455 Sheridan Rd. Suite 125 
Kenosha, WI 53140 

MAYftOREH) 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Preservation Solutions Inc. manufactures organ transplant . 
solutions for three ofthe four U.S. companies seUing transplant solutions 
to preserve kidney,, livers, smd pancreas. One of the..inajor components qf 
the University of Wisconsin cold storage solution is lactobionic acid. 

Preservation Solutions Inc. has been importing lactobionic acid 
througih Lonza Chemical, a Swiss company. The lactobionic acid actually 
is produced and comes from India. Starting in January of 2011, we have 
es^eiienced delays at U.S. customs New York/Newark. Each shipm.ent 
of lactobionic a d d is being "held Tip" by customs because U.S.D.A. is 
requiring a certification signed by a veterinarian who is an official of the 
Indian govemment-it must be an original document- notarized. 

This step delayed the January shipment until mid April. The 
February shipment arrived 5-16-11. 

If this is a new U.S.D.A. requirement, and it is a permanent 
requirement, the organ transplant solution community will experience 
shortages starting in July 2011 or August 2011. 

We must know what fhe rules are to allow PSI to work within the 
rules and stiU provide the transplant solutions where and when they are 
required. 

Any infonnation you can provide will be greatly appreciated. 

"^ 

.y /y y 
Sin(feTely, 'yC 

Gaty Svradasoh 
Presjd^rfit, PSI 

http://www.preservationsolutions.com
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--USDA 


United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Animal and 
Plant Health 
Inspection 
Service 

1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 
20250 

JUN 27 2011 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
5455 Sheridan Road, Suite 125 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of May 23,2011, on behalf of Mr. Gary Swanson, President of 
Preservation Solutions Inc., regarding delays to shipments of lactobionic acid held during 
agricultural quarantine inspectIOns (AQI). 

We appreciate Mr. Swanson's interest in complying with Federal regulations and appreciate 
the opportunity to respond. Our Agency of the Department ofAgriculture regulates imports 
of agncultural products to prevent the introduction of potentially devastating agricultural 
diseases and pests into this country. The primary disease concern with regard to lactobionic 
acid produced from India-origin bovines IS foot-and-mouth disease, which could, if 
introauced to the United States, cost millions of dollars in agricultural damage and 
subsequent eradication efforts. Accordingly, animal products and by-products originating 
from India are permitted entry only when accompanied by additional documentation and 
an import permit stating that the product has been properly processed to destroy all disease 
pathogens of concern. We wish to clarify that these regulatIOns are not new. 

We can help Mr. Swanson prevent future delays if he applies for a permit to import a 
controlled material, organism, or vector into the United States by submitting Veterinary 
Services Form 16-3 to our Agency's National Center for Import and Export (NCIE). 
Mr. Swanson can find information on how to apply electromcally using our ePern1its 
system at the "Animal Health Permits" page ofour Web site, www.aphis.usda.gov/ 
permits/index.shtml. We are also enclosing a document that details the entire ePermits 
process. Should Mr. Swanson have additional questions, we encourage him to contact 
Dr. Tracye Butler, Assistant Director ofNCIE's Import By-Products staff. Dr. Butler's 
telephone number is (301) 734-7476; her e-mail address is Tracye.R.Butler@aphis. 
usda.gov. 

Because Mr. Swanson has expressed concerns about the handling of the January 2011 . 
shipment, we are sending a copy of this letter to CBP officials. Should Mr. Swanson WIsh 
to di~ectly contact CB!? to express his concerns, the telephone number for CB!?' s Cus~omer 
ServIce Center (CSC) IS 1-877-227-5511. The address IS CSC, Office ofPubhc AffaIrs, 
CBP, DHS; 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW; Washington, DC 20229. 

We hope this information is helpful. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory L. Parham 
Admimstrator 

Enclosure 

APHIS Safeguarding American Agriculture 
~ APHIS is an agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs 

.. An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

Control Number: 6835445

http:usda.gov
mailto:Tracye.R.Butler@aphis
http:www.aphis.usda.gov


Instructions for Using the USDA-APHIS e-Permits System 

As part ofthe U.S. Department ofAgriculture's (USDA) overall eGovemment initiative to 
transform and enhance the delivery of its programs, services, and information, the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) launched its new electronic permitting system 
(ePermits) in April· 2006. ePermits is a Web-based tool that gives customers the ability to apply 
for a permit,. check its status, and view it online. Initial capability within the system allows 
applicants to submit applications, track status, and receive permits online. Many permits are 
processed through this system. 

To access the online applications, you first need a Level 2 eAuthentication account, this is a 
process to confirm your identity. Please follow the instructions below to establish an 
eAuthentication account. 

• 	 Go to http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ 

• 	 Click on "Create an Account" and then "Level 2 access." A form will come up that you 
need to fill out and submit - the information you provide should match the information 
on your government-issued photo ID. Remember that you, as an individual, are being 
certified. 

• 	 You will need to choose a user ID and password (take note of it somewhere in case you 
forget). 

• 	 Then click on "Service Centers" in the upper right hand comer on the gray menu bar. An 
interactive map of the u.S. will appear (give it some time, it is a huge file). 

• 	 Click on your state, then your county and surrounding counties, to find the service center 
closest to you. 

• 	 Call and make arrangements to have a Local Registration Authority look at your ID and 
verify your identity. They will put a code into the account that you created when you 
filled out the form. 

• 	 When you arrive back at your home or office you will receive an email that tells you to 
activate your account. 

• 	 Read all correspondence from eAuthentication carefully and follow the instructions. 

• 	 You are ready to go to the Permit page located at 

http://www.aphis. usda. gov /permits/index.shtml. 


• Click on the application that applies to your situation and submit online! 

Control Number: 6835445

http://www.aphis
http:http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov


If you have questions about the eAuthentication process, the Information Technology Services 
staff is available to assist you. The telephone number is 800-457-3642; the e-mail address is 
eAuthHelpDesk@ftc.usda.gov. 

mailto:eAuthHelpDesk@ftc.usda.gov
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3;^ Congressman 

PAUL RYAN 
Serving Wisconsin's First Congressional District 

JANESVILLE CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER 
20 South Main Street, Suite 10 

Janesville, Wl 53545 
Phone: (608) 752-4050 

Fax: (608)752-4711 

FAX TRANSMITTAL 

DATE: : gllbjl l 
PLEASE DELIVER TO: 

NAME: i^/^-zJ^NiMf^ Jhlmie^n 

CniMPANY/nFFICE: UST)/\ f OH^CC'i>S(O^C\ 

FAX#.JQ5.--7^0-90^7 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES: 1 ^ (INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET) 

Ifyou do not receive all pages, or receive ihis fax in error, please call (608) 752-4050. 

SENDER: j j H i l L L J : z ! ^ i ^ 
COMMENTS: m^f^.-^ii^M i M y . rV gpr ~Kyo,hJ Dgv/g r/̂ -oc l̂̂ ro'̂ ^ 1̂  

Control Number: 6928751
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PAUL RYAN 
1st DisTHicT, WISCONSIN 

1233 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFRCE BUIIDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20S15-4901 

1202)225-3031 
FAX: (202) 225-3393 

TOLLFREE: l-aB8-909-RYAN (7926) 
INTERNET: paulrvBn.house.gov 

CongresfsJ ot tfje Winitth S>taM 
gou£fe of 3RcprE£f£ntatibE£( 
OTasltjinaton, 3BC 20515-4901 

August 8, 2011 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

CHAIRMAN 

COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

Ms. Suzanne Palmieri 
Acling Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations 
U.S. Department ofAgriculture 
209A Whitten Building 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

VIA FAX: 

Dear Ms. Palmieri: 

1 was recently contacted by a constituent, Mr. Ryan Dover of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, regarding 
the matter as detailed on his enclosed Privacy Act Release form and accompanying documents. 
Pieasc note that Mr. Dover serves as owner of LocalGrown LLC. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 vvould appreciate it ifyou would look into this matter to detennine if anything can be done -
consistent with all laws and regulations - lo assist Mr. Dover with his requests and suggestions. 

Please address your response 16 my Janesville office al 20 Souih Main Sn-eel, Suile JU. .kmesville, 
Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent Services 
Representative, Susie Lislon, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050. 

JANESVILLE 

CoNSTmjEKT SERVICES CENTER 
20 SOUTH MAIN SmEET, SUITE 10 

JANESVILLE, Wl 5354S 
(6081752-4050 . F A X : ( 6 0 8 ) 7 5 2 - 4 7 1 1 

KENOSHA 

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER 
5455 SHERIDAN ROAD, SUITE 125 

KENOSHA. Wl 53140 
(2B2I 654-1901 . FAX: (262) 654-215B 

PRINTED ON RECYOiO PAPEfl 

HACINE 

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER 
216 6TH STREET 

RACINE. Wl S3403 
(262) 637-0510 . FAX: (262) 637-5689 

(b) (6)

http://paulrvBn.house.gov
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Again, thank you for your assisiance in this matter. I look forward to your timely response. 

iiHcerely, 

Attachment 

Paul Ryan 
Member of Congress 
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PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 
1ST DISTRICT. WISCONSIN 

CHAIRMAN 

1233 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WACHIHCTOM, DC 20515-4901 

(202)225-3031 
ConguES^ of thr Mnlteti ^ t a t c ^ COMMITTEE ON 

WAYS AND MEANS 
FA^';"202'225-3393 Jpoiisfp of iAcprESciitatiUcs 

TOLL-FREE. 1.S88-009-RYAN (7926) l^JilSlU'ligtOlt, JD£ 20515-4901 
INTERNET: pouliyaahou5e.gov 

Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form 

Name: Ryan Dover, LocalGrown LLC E-Mail:  

I prefer to receive correspondence by E-mail (ifprovided above): YES x NO _ 

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip Code:  Date of Birth \ 

Phone (Home):  (Cell):  (^^ork): 414-459-1890 

Social Security Number: Veteran's Number: NA 

Agency Involved: USDA 

The Problem Is: (attach an additional shcct(s) if necessary) 

See attached 

**Privacy Acl Release'** 

I requesl and authorize U.S. Represeniative Paul Ryan lo act on my behalf and to receive 
information from proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan is 
authorized by me lo receive on my behalf all correspondence and information aboul my case. 

Signed: Dai,., 7/21/11 

Please retum this completed form to: 
Congressman Paul Ryan 

20 South Main Street. Suite 10 
Janesville, WI 53545 

Phone: (608) 752-4050 
(toll-free in Wisconsin - 1.888-909-RYAN (7926) 

Fax:(608)752-4711 

«r** pieusu note tliul Ihc I'rlvucy Act Rcluusc ruquirus thut you uulhurizL* access lu your private records. Your 
s[(;nuture ubuve win enuble Congressmun Ryun la muke Uic necessury inquiries ou your liehulF. 

JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE 
C.i!i-*iiruf in SEHrf)'fc"aCEin(:W C o i s n i u o i T GCHVICI:^ C t m t H C-^ui\\\tK:tLtii S[.&vif:r'.C:(j(f.u 

?DS;>UTHMAiriSrHE.tl Sune »0 545S 3?^fmDAn RI-JAO. SiiHt 125 ; / l 66 i "S«4? i . r 
JAfiLEtfiLLfc Wi 53545 Kt'^QSHA. WI53140 R*..-jr;t. Wl'j34G3 

/60S1752-4050. Pi>.- l60fi> 752-471! (263) 6&4.1&01 . P * . . (3o2) 6&4.21&6 (?G2j e37-0»lO . F-.- i;62J 637.W.39 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)(b) 
(6)

(b) (6)

http://pouliyaahou5e.gov
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Liston, Susie 

From: Ryan Dover [ryan@localgrown.co] 
Sent: Tuesday. May 10, 2011 3:52 PM 
To: brein(gnifa. usda.gov 
Subject: AFRI Systems and Technology Program || Grant Submittal Confirmation 

Brad-

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please call or email me with any questions or comments regarding our application or project in general. I would 
be (very) happy to either talk or meet with you and the Systems and Technology Team to go over the design, 
features, and benefits of our syslem in greater detail. 

Thank you again for the opportunity -

Ryan Dover 

LocalGrown 
P.O. Box 876 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
P: (414) 459-1890 
C:(262)325-0366 
E: rdoverfgilocaigrown.co 
www.localgrown.co 

Eat. Drink. Be Local. 

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

mailto:ryan@localgrown.co
http://www.localgrown.co


United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Kesearch, 
Education, and 
Economics 

National Institute 
of Food and 
Agriculture 

1400 Independence 
Avenue SW 
V\/astiington, DC 
20250 

AUG 2 9 2011 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
U. S. House of Representatives 
1233 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ryan: 

Thank you for your letter of August 8, 20 U, addressed to Ms. Suzanne Palmieri, Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations, regarding a  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

We understand that the Federal grant application process seems complex to those who are 
new to it. Accordingly, NIFA offers as much information and support to its grant 
applicants as possible. For example, NIFA offers grantsmanship workshops several 
times a year to potential applicants. It also maintains a help desk to provide quick advice 
to applicants, and publishes contact information for NIFA program staff in all RFA's to 
make it easier for applicants to get answers to their questions. Please encourage 
Mr. Dover to consider applying to the AFRI program next year. 

USDA is an equaf opportuRity provider and employer. 

Control Number: 6928751

(b) (6)



The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Page 2 

Again, thank you for your letter and for your interest in USDA programs. 

Sincerely, 

Chavonda Jacobs-Young, Phn5. 
Acting Director 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and emptoyer. 
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July 20, 2012 

The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack 
Secretary of Agriculture 
United States Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear Secretary Vilsack: 

On July 19, 2012, Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker wrote requesting that you declare 23 
Wisconsin counties agricultural disaster areas as a result of production losses caused by severe 
drought. We respectfully request that you immediately approve that request. 

Drought conditions have caused significant crop damage throughout the state. By declaring 
these counties disaster areas, farmers in the impacted counties will bc eligible for emergency 
loans administered by the Unites States Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). This fmancial assistance is necessary to ensure that agricultural operations and 
family farmers in Wisconsin are able to manage these severe losses. 

While southern Wisconsin has been hardest hit by the extreme drought, its impacts are being felt 
throughout the state. Forecasts continue to indicate low precipitation and high heat into the near 
future, increasing the likelihood of extreme drought conditions extending across most ofthe 
state. If conditions continue to deteriorate and additional counties are added to the Governor's 
request, we ask that you quickly expedite their approval. 

Local FSA offices have begun to receive producer requests for the release of Conservalion 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres for emergency haying and grazing. Many counties have already 
reached the D2 drought thi-eshold on the U.S. Drought Monitor, thereby qualifying them to apply 
for the emergency grazing designation, while others have achieved the D3 drought threshold, 
thereby qualifying them to apply for the emergency haying designation. These requests will be 
made by the Wisconsin FSA Executive Director and we ask that you quickly review and approve 
these requests as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your prompt consideration of these requests. Ifyou would like more information, 
please feel free to contact our delegation. We look forward to working with you on this 
important issue. 

Sincerely, 

'Cammy Baldwin Herb Kohl 
Member of Congress United States Senator 

Control Number: 7349224



/ 
Tom Petri 
Member of Congress 

Ron Kind 
Member of Congress 

/ 

Paul Ryan 
Member of Congress 

4~ 

Sean a)\ffy 
Member of Cong 

Gwen Moore/ / 
Member of Congress 

: i I 
• I 

Reid Ribble v 
Member of Congress 

F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr. 
Member of Congress 

Ron Johnson 
United States 

Cc: Scott Walker, Governor of Wisconsin 
Brad Pfaff, Wisconsin Executive Director, Farm Service Agency 



MIKE JOHANNS 
N E B R A S K A 

404 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

(202)224-4224 

(202) 228-0436 FAX 
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' L/ COMMITTEE 

lamted States Senate 
W A S H I N G T O N , DC 20510 

COMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND 

FORESTRY 

BANKING, HOUSING AND 

URBAN AFFAIRS 

ENVIRONMENT AND 

PUBLIC WORKS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

• July 19, 2012 

The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary of Agriculture 
U.S. Department of Agriculttire 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

Secretary Vilsack, 

In recent weeks, drought conditions have continued to worsen throughout the Midwest. 
The lack of significant rainfall has resulted in increasingly challenging conditions for Nebraska's 
farmers and ranchers. As of today, farmers and ranchers in every coimty in Nebraska are facing 
drought conditions. And, more than 75 percent of the state is in a state of severe drought. 
Unfortunately, the weather forecasts predict little relief from the high temperatures and little 
moisture in the days ahead. 

I understand that the Nebraska State Farm Service Agency (FSA) has requested a 
Secretarial Disaster Designation for 58 counties. As you know, this designation can ensure that 
farmers and ranchers in these counties are eligible for low-interest emergency loans. Thus, I 
urge you to act promptly on this and other similar requests in the days and weeks ahead. 

Additionally, I appreciate the U.S. Department of Agriculture's efforts to streamline the 
authorization of emergency haying and grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land. 
In particular, this will help provide some relief to our livestock producers. Currently, 69 of 
Nebraska's counties have been approved for emergency haying and grazing of CRP. I ask you to 
consider approving the rest of the state for this much needed relief 

Thank you for your prompt consideration of the Secretarial Disaster Designation request. 
J f l may be of .assistance, to you or a memberjoLyo.ur staff, please do not hesitate To contact my 
office at 202-224-4224. 

Very truly yours. 

Mike Johanns 
United States Senator 

LINCOLN OFFICE 
287 FEDERAL BUILDING 

100 CENTENNIAL M A L L NORTH 
LINCOLN, NE 68508 

(402)476-1400 
F A X : (402) 476-0606 

O M A H A O F R C E 
9900 NICHOLAS STREET 

SUITE 325 
O M A H A , NE 68114 

(402)758-8981 
F A X : (402) 758-9165 

KEARNEY OFFICE 
4111 FOURTH A V E N U E 

SUITE 26 
KEARNEY, NE 68845 

(308) 236-7602 
F A X : (308) 236-7473 

SCOTTSBLUFF OFFICE 
116 RAILWAY STREET 

SUITE C102 
SCOTTSBLUFF, NE 69361 

(308)632-6032 
F A X : (308) 632-6295 

Control Number: 7363877




