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157 DisTrRCT, WASCOMSIN

Congress of the &huh&tat""

Bouse of Repregentatives
Wiashington, BE 20515

January 19, 1999

Mr. J. David Carlin
Asst. Sec. for Congressional

Department of Agriculture
Rm. 213-A

14th and Independence Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20250

VIA FAX
Dear Mr. Carlin:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, June Runyon, of

. +ho has requested my assistance in obtaining a copy of the 1998 U.S,
Department of Agriculture Fact Book.

I would appreciate it if you could either provide Mrs. Runyon with a copy
of the book she has requested, or provide me with the information she would need
to obtain a copy. Please send your response and any materials to my Janesville
office and reference my file number 102488-DT. My Janesville office address is
20 South Main Street, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin, 535435.

Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent
Services Manager, Danyell Tremmel, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your
timely response.

Sincerely,

o

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
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PAUL RYAN
157 DebTIICT, WiBCONTIN

MEMBER-ELECT
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Congress of the Hnited Btatés
Pouse of Repregentalives  ~
Sashington, BE 20515

January 12, 1999

J. David Carlin

Asst. Secretary for Congressional Affairs
Department of Agriculture

Room 213-A

14th and Independence Ave.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Carlin:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Sandra Weiss of [[JJEI
B rc:ording the difficulties she is experiencing with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Rural Housing Service.

I have enclosed a copy of Mrs. Weiss’ signed privacy act release form
which details her situation. 1 would appreciate it if you would look into this
matter to determine what can be done -- consistent with all laws and regulations --
to assist Mrs. Weiss in promptly resolving this matter,

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my
file number 102490-DT. Should you have any questions about this request,
my Constituent Services Manager, Danyell Tremmel, can be contacted at
(608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. 1 look forward to your
timely response.

Sincerely,

Al

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure
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CONGRESSMAN MARK NEUMANN’S
CASEWORK REQUEST FORM

Name_ RS . gqncﬁvci- L()ezés

Home Telephone

Address -
iy —— 7> Co: AR o< ot
Social Security Number eteran’s # or Alien/LIN #

fc?l/f&:—é’__

S fer

Agency Involved:_ 14 S 04! J_/l<(< v g
/

The Problem Is (continue on back or other sheet of paper if necessary). =A<

4 ) 4
**ttt*tk*tPRIVACY ACI‘ RELEASE***********
I request and suthorize U.S. Congressman Mark W. Neumann (or Congressman Paul Ryan afler January |, 1999) to act

on my behalf and to receive information from the proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman
Neumann (Ryan) is authorized by me (o receive on my behalf al} correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: ate; (e’ / <y /155 6‘0
Please Return This Form To:

Office of Congressman Mark W. Neumann Telephone (608) 752-4050

One Parker Place Room 495 Fax (608) 752-4711
Janesville, W1 545_5_5_

Note: The Privacy Act requires that you authorize access to your private records. Your signature
above will enable Congressman Neumann (Ryan} to make the necessary inquiries on your behaif.
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Control Number: 4084716

PAUL RYAN o T
18T DISTRICT, WISCONSIMN P
Mzu:-luc'r ' , o oy o) A o L',-l
Congress of the Enited States 12! ~ ©
Bouse of Representatives = -
Washington, BC 20515 -
January 8, 1999

The Honorable Dan Glickman

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department ongnculture SADY08Y71b

Room 213-A o B

14th Street and Independence

Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing on behalf of hog farmers in my Congressional district to inquire about the
action the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will take to remedy the grave situation the
pork industry faces and what long term solutions are being developed.

As you know, pork producers throughout the country are facing an immediate crisis. [
recently had the opportunity to meet with several constituent pork producers and the news that I
received from them was not good. They stressed that if action is not taken within the next three
months to address the dramatically declining prices for hogs, pork producers in Wisconsin and
around the country will face financial ruin. The corollary effect on the agricultural community
and our economy as a whole would be devastating.

Thank you, in advance, for your immediate attention to my urgent request. I look forward
to working with you on this issue and others to maintain and enhance the agricultural economy of
our nation. If you need any additional information concerning the critical situation faced by hog
farmers in my district and throughout Wisconsin, please let me know,

Sincerely,
Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
¢c: The Honorable Larry Combest -
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture

U.S. House of Representatives

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPEN




Control Number: 4095931

PAUL RYAN

18T PISTRICT, WISCONSIN

Congress of the Enited States
PHouse of Vepresentatives
Waghington, DE 20515-4901
February 9, 1999

J. David Carlin

Asst. Secretary for Congressional Affairs

Room 213-A

14th and Independence Ave.

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Carlin:

This is in further regard to my letter to you of January 12, 1999,

concerning Sandra Weiss. [ have enclosed a copy of my previous inquiry for your
reference.

It has now been nearly a month and I have not yet received your reply. I
want to bring this matter to your immediate attention and ask that you do
everything possible to expedite a final response to my inquiry.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my Constituent
Services Representative, Chad Herbert, at (608) 752-4050.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated,
Sincerely,

OO —

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure
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Congress of the Witk éta@s T _667%{56% *
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Monday, May 10, 1999

President William J. Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC, 20500

Dear Mr. President: SAQ4LLEY4Z3

As representatives of the largest dairy-producing states in the nation, we are writing to
thank you for the final rule announced recently by Secretary Glickman to reform the
antiquated federal milk marketing order system.

For the first time since the system’s creation more than 60 years ago, this reform seeks to
apply solid economic reasoning to the domestic pricing and marketing of milk, While the
rule doesn’t go as far as we would like in the direction of a more market-oriented and
equitable pricing system, it represents a positive step forward. In that regard, we would
like to commend you and Secretary Glickman for your actions.

However, we must also alert you to the efforts building in Congress to thwart your
Administration’s good work on this matter. Congressman Roy Blunt recently introduced
legislation with 138 cosponsors to prevent major parts of this reform from being
implemented. In addition, Congressman Asa Hutchinson has introduced legislation to
authorize reglonal dairy pricing carteis, which will directly i 1mpa|r the effectiveness of the
federal pricing system.

In light of these mounting attempts to undermine Secretary Glickman’s effort to create a
more rational and effective milk marketing order system we strongly encourage you to
assure that the necessary resources are devoted to protect and defend this rule.

We thank you for your assistance on this matter and look forward to working with you
toward the implementation of a more rational and equitable milk pricing system.

Respectfuily,

FRINTED ON RECYCLEQ PAPER
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USDA
.
United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

SEP 22 1999

The Honorable Paul D. Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 1999, from you and your House colleagues thanking the
President for the final decision on the consolidation and reform of Federal milk marketing orders,
and encouraging him to defend the decision from Congressional efforts to prevent parts of it
from being implemented. President Clinton has asked me to respond on his behalf.

H.R. 1402, as reported by the Committee on Agriculture on July 19, 1999, would replace the
Class I differentials contained in the final decision with generally higher differentials known as
Option 1A. In addition, the bill would replace the manufacturing allowance contained in the
final decision for determining the Class III price with a smaller allowance thereby raising
resulting Class III prices, pending implementation of new formulas for determining Class III and
Class 1V prices. Further, H.R. 1402 would extend the dairy price support program from
December 31, 1999, to December 31, 2000, and would require that milk orders be amended to
provide for forward contracting between producers and proprietary handlers.

The final decision reflects a painstaking effort by the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to
solicit the views of all interested parties and analyze numerous options. Over the 24-month
period from the passage of the 1996 Farm Bill through the end of the comment period on the
proposed rule, USDA conducted hundreds of informational meetings, requested comments on
several reports, and amassed information from a variety of sources, including thousands of public
comments from dairy farmers, processors, consumers, the academic community, and other
interested parties.

I oppose H.R. 1402 because it would prevent USDA from proceeding with the reforms and
modemization it has developed for the Federal milk marketing order system, requiring instead
implementation of Option 1A. Enactment of the bill would mean that dairy farmers, as well as
processors and consumers, would continue to be saddled with a system that, despite dramatic
changes in the market, industry, consumer preferences, and usage patterns, has remained
essentially unchanged for almost 15 years.

Notwithstanding my objections to the main provisions of the legislation, I could agree to reassess

the manufacturing milk pricing question, providing the process comports with and does not
interfere with USDA’s implementation of its reforms of the milk marketing order system.

An Equal Cpportunity Employer



The Honorable Paul D. Ryan
Page 2

I support an extension of the dairy price support program, but I would prefer a 2-year extension.
This question is particularly urgent since the 1996 Farm Bill, in a marked departure from how
other major commodities are treated, ends the dairy price support program 2 years before the rest
of the programs expire.

I would not oppose providing for forward contracting under Federal milk marketing orders. I
think, however, that it should be regarded initially as a pilot program. In the unfortunate event
that forward contracting proves to be incompatible with the objectives of Federal milk orders, we
would need to be able to end the experiment expeditiously.

Again, we appreciate receiving your views on Federal milk order reform. Identical responses are
being sent to the other signatories of your letter.

rely,

AN GLICKMAN
Secretary
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September 8, 1999

Director Of Congressional Relations

Department Of Agriculture

213A Administration Bldg. ‘
Jefferson Drive, S.W.

Washington, DC 20250

JULEEEE

# o4 1 2 9 B Y L

Dear Director:

I was recently contacted by three constituents, Mr, David Kizewic, Mr. Rob

Wﬁstra, and Mrs. Julie Wﬁstra of Racine, Wisconsin, regarding the [[SIEG

As T understand it, Mr. Kizewic and Mr. and Mrs. Wynstr

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done — consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Mr. Kizewic, and Mr.
and Mrs. Wynstra in resolving this problem and addressing all of their concerns.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 107241, My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
Constituent Services Representative, Chad Herbert, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. 1look forward to your timely

response.
Sincerely,
Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
Enclosure
JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE
CONSTITUENT SEmvicES CENTER CONSTITUENT SEmvices CENTER ConBTITUENT Senvices CENTER
208 Maun STReeT, Surte 10 §712 TrH AVENUE 304 614 STREET
JANESVILLE, WI 53545 KENOSHa, W B340 Racine, Wl 53403

(808) 752-4050 . Fax: {608} 7524711 {£14) 664-1801 . Fax: {414) 654-2166 (4141 6370510 . Fax: {£14) 637-5639
PRINTED ON RECYCLED FAPER



Julie & Rob

MAMAY A 84999

April 25, 1999

Honorable Paul Ryan

Member of Congress

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

We are writing to you regarding an issue with the United States Forest Service. Qur
family has owned a cabin on

Sincerely,

ulie and Rob Wynstra



Dave & Nancy Kizewic

May 10 1998

April 23, 1999

Honorable Paul Ryan

Member of Congress

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

We are writing to you regarding an issue with the United States Forest Service. Our
family has owned a cabin on

Would you please investigate this questionable reappraisal process and let us know if
any congressional intervention is possibie.




PAUL AYAN

15T Distact, WISCONSW

o o . AUG 3 - 1999
Congress of the United States
Bousge of Repregentatives
Wlashington, DL 20515

Name: ()obef’t o \Ju“e‘. wLinS;“r&

Address: _

Cityand Zip Code: iGN NN Do of 5ir: SIS
Phone Number (Home)!__ (Work)___—

Social Security Number, Veteran’s Number

Alien Registration or LIN/Receipt Number

Agency Involved: _{[. S :DC'OL of /—)c}ru coldure - Fore-s .cie_ru‘ece,
The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheet(s) if necessary)

**Privacy Act Release**

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from the proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan
is authorizéd by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: Date:__7-31- 99

rm to:
Congressman Paul Ryan
. 20 South Main St. Suite 10
Janesville, WI §3545
phone: (608) 752-4050
fax: (608) 752-4711

*++%Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records.
Y our signature above will enable Congressman Ryan o make the niecessary inquiries on your behalf.
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PAUL RYAN

157 DI TRCT, WICONIN ‘ ] AUG 5 - '999

Congress of the United States
Houge of Repregentatives
Wlaghington, DE 20515

Name:m pic

Address:___
City and Zip Code: 2¢ /0 WIS, S3 402 pate of piren RN
Phone Number (Home) (Work)

Social Security Number Veteran’s Number S
Alien Registration or LIN/Receipt Number_—___

MEMBER-ELECT

Agency Involved: 22 S. DeploF A&E (ce )T RE *ﬁ)ﬁ/—:’f I SeRViesE

[¥ oy |y Fk] L B Lok arlfl (LA als L o -y ¥ A g o

**Privacy Act Release**

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from the proper officiais regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan
is authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan
, 20 South Main St. Suite 10
Janesville, WI 53545
phone: (608) 752-4050
fax: (608) 752-4711

**+¢Dleage nole that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records.
Your signature above will enalle Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.




Dear Congressman Pau! Ryan:

We are writing to you regarding an issue with the United States Forest Service.




Congressman Paul Ryan
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Service.



Congressman Paul Ryan
Page 3

Please Congressman, look into these matters. Keep senior citizens and family values in
mind. Encourage fairness and negotiations with the Forest Service.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Enclosures




Control Number: 4159230
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Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, BC 20510 v — - e

August 2, 2000

Daniel R. Glickman 35_ 41 sqm
Secretary

United States Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave, SW m

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Glickman,

I write on behalf of United Greenhouse Systems, Inc. of Edgerton, W1 (UGS), about a contract
dispute relating to a USDA project performed by C. R. Klewin, Inc. of Connecticut (CRK).

According to UGS, CRK was selected in 1997 as general contractor for the USDA Horticultural
Research Laboratory in Fort Pierce, FL, contract no. 50-3K15-7-8224. UGS soon entered into a
subcontract with CRK to provide and install greenhouses which, according to UGS, were
completed in November 1999, However, CRK has not issued a final payment of $105,985.26 to
UGS. UGS asserts that this amount is due from CRK under the terms of the subcontract.

A letter obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request indicates that CRX is
withholding payment on the basis of USDA Unilateral Modification No. 36, providing credit to
USDA for work that USDA has alleged to be required by the contract but not performed.
However, UGS claims that the items in question were not part of the subcontract and that UGS is
improperly being held responsible for the work.

Representatives of UGS assert that repeated attempts to discuss the matter directly with CRK and
representatives of the USDA have failed

[ urge you to give full and fair consideration to UGS’s request for an investigation into the denial
of payment by C. R. Klewin for subcontracted work under contract no. 50-3K15-7-8224. 1 have
enclosed all relevant materials which UGS has provided us.

Sincerely, : ; ; K /
@F cingﬁz‘?’/ Herb Kohl Paul Ryan

United States Senator United States Senator United States Congressman



Control Number: 4159230

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

DEC 7 2000

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-490}

Dear Paul:

This is in response to your letter dated August 2, 2000, regarding alleged improper withholding
of payment to United Greenhouse Systems, Inc. (UGS), under their subcontract to

C. R. Klewin, Inc. (CRK), general contractor, on the Government contract to construct the new
Department of Agricuiture (USDA) Horticultural Research Laboratory in Fort Pierce, Flonida,
under Contract No. 50-3K15-7-8224,

This dispute is between the prime contractor (CRK) and its subcontractor (UGS). However,
USDA has been advised that CRK and UGS have agreed to a resolution of the payment issue,
and that CRK 1s making payments to UGS.

Identical letters are also being sent to Senator Feingold and Senator Kohl. Thank you for
bringing this matier to our attention. We are pleased that it is being resolved.

Sincc?,
DAN-GLICKMAN

Secretary

AN EQUAL QOPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




Control Number: 4160719

PAUL RYAN

12T DisTRICT. WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON OFFICE

1217 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WasHinGToN, DC 205154901
(202 226-3031
Fax: (202} 225-3393

TOLL-FREE: 1-886-909-AYAN
INTERNET: Www HOUSE.GOV/RYAN

Mr. Andrew Fish

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations

U.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 25250

Dear Andrew:

LR

/" COMMITTEE ON BANKING

AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
: §2
) OMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
Congress of the Tnited Stateg
Bousge of Representatiteg . ———— - - GOVERNMENT REFORM
Washington, DL 205154901 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
August 23, 2000

05-4160719
FSA

I was recently contacted by a constitvent, Mr, George Atkinson, President of Green Valle

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file number 111992.
My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Streer, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545, Should

you have any questions about this request, my Constituent Services Representative, Chad Herbert, can
be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. 1look forward to your timely response.

Enclosure

JANESVILLE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 S, Main STREET, SUITE 1)
JANESVILLE, W 53545
(60B) 752-4080 . Fax: (BOB} 752-4711

Sincerely,

(2t

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

KENOSZHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
S712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, WI 53140
{414) 663-1801 . Fax: {414) BE4-2156

PRINTED ON RECYCLEC PAPER
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COoNSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 GTH STREET
RACINE, W1 53403
(#414) 637-0810 . Fax: (414) 637-5689
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Congress of the Anited States
o PHouse of Representatives
o Wiashington, DE 20515

Name: GEEEZY VALLEY Fﬁ}j’MS //Vd/
Address:
City and Zip Code: F Date of Birth !
s Phone Number (Hlome) w (Workl__LO T~ 75/~ 6574
t Social Security Number m Veteran's Number

: " r,' Alien Registration or LIN/Receipt Nunmber
Agency Involved: F/? KN\ S Ejf V/d" £ ﬁé_ENC’,}/
:__"-: The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheet(s) if necessary)

SEE__ATTPCHED

7 D+

o
E ‘ '
*Privacy dct Release** "
[ request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and 1o receive I
information from the proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan g
is authorized By me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.
B Signed.: } 7 Date: 5)"' J J— o0
1 Please return this completed formi (o: ,
* Congressman Paul Ryan |
20 South Main S¢t. Suite [0 :
o Janesville, WI 53545
I phone: (608) 752-4050 i
A fax: (608) 752-4711

*#¥ % Plegse nole that the Privacy Act Release requires that vou authorize access 10 your private records.
Yaur signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.
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August 7, 2000

Green Valley Farms, Inc.

Dear Green Valley Farms inc.,

Sincerely, :] i

dith M. Schambow
Gounty Executive Director

Farm Service Agency is an Equal Opportunlty Emplayer and Landar
Complaints of Discrimination shoutd be sent lo:
Secretary of Agriculture, Washington DC, 20250
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Control Number: 4160719

USDA
oL

—_—

United States

Department of

Agriculture OCT ] 0 m

Farm and Foreign

Agricultural

Services

Farm Service

Agency The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, United States House

1400 Independence .

Avenue, SW of Representatives

Stop 0501 20 South Main Street, Suite 10

Washington, DC . . X

20250-0501 J anesvn]le, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 23, 2000, on behalf of Mr. George Atkinson
concerning

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer



The Honorabie Paul Ryan
Page 2

Thank you again for your letter. I trust this information will be helpful to you in
responding to your constituent.

Sincerely,

e

L. W. Mitchell
Deputy Administrator for
Farm Programs

Enclosures

¢c. The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901
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September 26, 2000

Mr. Andrew Fish

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture

213 A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave. S W.

Washington, D.C. 25250

Dear Andrew:

This is in further regard to my letter to you dated August 23, 2000, concemning
Mr. George Atkinson and the difficulties he is experiencing with the USDA’s Farm
Service Agency. I have enclosed a copy of my previous inquiry for your reference.

[t has now been over a month and I have not yet received your reply. I want to
bring this matter to your immediate attention and ask that you do everything possible to

expedite a final response to my inquiry.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my Constituent Services
Representative, Chad Herbert, at (608) 752-4050.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,
Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
Enclosure
JANESYILLE KEMOSHA RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SEAVICES CENTER
20 5 Mam STeeeT, SiTe 10 B2 7TH AVENUE 304 BTH BTREET
JANESVILLE, W 53545 KenOsHa, WI 53140 Racie, W 53403

(808} 752-4050 . Fax: (608} 752-4711 {414) 654-1901 . Fax: {414) £64-2156 {414) 6370510 . Fax: {414) §37-5689
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Control Number: 4164399

USDA  United States | Natural Resources P.O. Box 2890 :
ﬁ_ Department of Conservanion Washington, D.C.
Agricuiture ' Service 20013
NOV 28 2000
The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Constituent Services Center

20 South Main Street

Suite 10

Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

This is in response to your letter of October 3, 2000, to Andrew Fish, Assistant Secretary
for Congressional Relations, concerning your constituent Mr. Tim Weeden, information
on exclusion of cost-share payments received under a State conservation program request
from federally taxable income. Your file number for this request is 120569. Your letter
has been referred to me for response.

The Revenue Act of 1978 provides that, after September 30, 1979, payments made to
individuals under State conservation cost-share programs may be excluded from federally
taxable income if certain conditions are met, These conditions include a determination
by the Secretary of Agriculture that payments made under a State conservation program
are made primarily for the purpose of conserving soil and/or water resources, protecting
or restoring the environment, improving forests, or providing a habitat for wildlife. Also,
the Secretary of Treasury must determine that the payment does not increase substantially
the annual income derived from the property associated with the payment.

A program sponsor can apply for a determination by the Secretary of Agriculture by
submitting information to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). NRCS
and the Department’s Office of the General Counsel will review this material to
determine if the program meets the requirements of the Revenue Act of 1978. The two
agencies then develop a recommendation for the Secretary.

Again, thank you for your interest in this process. I will follow up with Mr. Weeden by
sending him information he can use to apply for a determination of tax exemption from
the Secretary of Agriculture.

Sincerely,

THOMAS A. WEBER
Deputy Chief for Programs

The Nazural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
formerty the Soii Conservation Servics, is an agency of the
Department of Agricuiture An Equal Opporunity Employer
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cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901
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October 3, 2000

05-4164531

RUS

The Honorable Andrew Fish

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture o
213 A Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave. SW. =~~~
Washington, D.C. 25250

Dear Assistant Secretary Fish:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Mr. Tim Weeden, -

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file number
120569. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin,

53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent Services
Representative, Chad Herbert, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely

response,
Sincerely,
Paul Ryan
. Member of Congress
Enclosure
JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE
LONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVCES CENTER
20 8. Main STReeT, Sume 10 $¥12 7™ Avenue 204 #vH STREET

JANESVALLE, WI 53545
{608) T52-4050 . Fax: {808} 7524711
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{4141 8541907 . Faoc (414) B54-2188
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Congressman Paul Ryan
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

0CT 02 2000

October 2, 2000




Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact me at 2
(608) 362-7877. i

BN

Tim Weeden, g 4.
Director of Government Affairs
Water Tower Industrial Properties, Inc. o

cc: Brenda Blanchard, Secretary !
Wisconsin Department of Commerce L

.
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PAUL RYAN

WASHINGTON OFFICE

i* 1217 LongwonTH BulLDing

' WasHINGTON, DT 20515-4301
{202) 225-3031

Yool Faxit202) 225-3393

-

. |TOLL.FAEE: 1-888-005-AYAN
(BETERNET: WWW.HOUSE GOV/RYAN

Mt. Andrew Fish

14:47 FAX 6087524711

CONGRESSMAN RYAN

Touge of Repregentatibes
EHaghington, /L 203154001

September 26, 2000

Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations

U1.S. Department of Agriculture
213 A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 25250

Dear Andrew:

Enclosure

f ' JANESVILLE
L1 ConsTITusnE Senvices Cinten
3-. 208 Man STREET, SUite 10

o JangsviLs, Wi BI545
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Sincerely,

/20

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

05-4100647J
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Congress of the Wnited Staleg —

——————

This is in further repard to my leller to you dated August 2 , 2000, :oncerning
Mr. George Atkinson and

I | (ave enclosed a copy of my previous inquiry [ r your re ference. L

Your prompt attention (o this matter would be niost appreciated.

TSI

002

COMMITTEE ON BANKING
AND FINANCIAL SERVICES
g M M o

- U
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

- - - COMMIVTEE ON
GOVERNMENT REFORM

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

It has now been over a month and I have not yet received : our reply. I want to 3
bring this malter {o your innediale attention and ask thal you do «<verythin; possible to N
expedite a final response to my inquiry. l

Should you have any questions about this, piease contact o1y Constiluent Services . L
Representative, Chad Herbert, at (608) 752-4050.

RACINE
CoMsTITUENY SEmaces CenTER
ps 0 Steeyy
RACiNg, WE 53403
(414) 8370510 . Fax: {014} G37-580%
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Congress of the Tnited étatts

THaghington, BE 20515
June 19, 2601

Honorable Ann Veneman 35

Secretary —4

United States Department of Agriculture 180 1?5
Fourteenth Street and Independence Avenue, S.W. F Sﬁ
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Veneman:

As Republican Members of Congress, we write to solicit the Administration’s support in
our efforts to reject dairy compacts. The time has come for this Administration to join
the debate.

Compacts allow dairy producers within a region to fix fluid milk prices at artificially high
levels, and to insulate those prices from competition by erecting trade barriers against
milk from other regions. Dairy compacts increase prices for farmers in one region, at the
expense of farmers in non-Compact regions. The market distortions that result are
antithetical to a fair and equitable national dairy policy. But for congressional consent,
dairy compacts would violate the Commerce Clause of the Constitution. In short,
compacts legalize classic cartel behavior that raises fluid milk prices for consumers.

By slipping it inte a conference report without a floor vote, compact proponents gained
congressional consent for the Northeast Interstate Dairy Compact in 1996 without a full
debate. Through various maneuvers, they have managed to extend that consent through
September 30, 2001, Today, through HR. 1827, they seek not only to extend
congressional consent for the Northeast Compact beyond September 30, but also to grant
consent to a Southern Dairy Compact, a Pacific Northwest Dairy Compact, and an
Intermountain Dairy Compact.

Compact proponents argue the principle of states’ rights supports their position. They
could not be more wrong. States have rights, but we believe declaring economic warfare
on other States is not one of them. OQur nation settled that question by abandoning the
Articles of Confederation. The Founding Fathers clearly chose to have one, unified
national market free from domestic trade barriers. Simple adherence to that principle
underpins much of our national prosperity.

Therefore, we ask that the Administration help us protect consumers and preserve the
integrity of interstate commerce by opposing H.R. 1827 this session.

Sincerely,

Sooesy /%A%ﬁwi

Pete Sessions (TX-OSU James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (WI-09) Henry Bonf# (TX-23)

PAINTED ON RECYTLED PAPER




Anti-dairy compact letter

Secretary Veneman
Page 2
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Anti-dairy compact letter

Secretary Veneman
Page 3
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PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON
157 DISTRICT, WISOONSN WAYS AND MEANS
WASHIMCTOL QEFICE: , SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY
o S Congress of the Enited States .
Fax: (202) 226-3383 Eu‘uﬂz uf Mrzﬂmtatihtﬁ SEI.E!.-.:t m&mis"unes
INTERET, Ao HOUSE GOVMAN WHashington, BE 205154901 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
February 20, 2002

The Honorable Ann M. Veneman
Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture 45-4193425
g bl 2250 NAD
VIAFAX

Dear Secretary Vensmz.m:

u concermning a dilemma faced by one of my constituents, Mr.
. Mr. Taylor recently contacted my office

conceming the

JANESVILLE KENGSHA RACINE
COMBTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CaninruenT Stz CENTER CooasTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 S, MAN STREET, SUiITL 10 5712 7TH AVENUG 4 B St
JanesvinLg, Wi 52845 KENOTHA, WI 53140 RACINE, ‘W 53403
{60E) 7524080 , Eax; (BGR) 7TB3-4TN {262) 5241801 . Fax: {25 854-2154 (202) 817-0510 , Fax {262} 537-5689
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02/21/2002 12:52 FAX 6087524711 REFP PAUL RYAN o003

Please address your response to my Janesville office My Janesville office, located

at 20 South Main Street, Suite 10, Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545, or fax it (608) 752-4711.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. Ilook forward to your timely
IeSponse.

Sinpc-ely,
Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosures
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Congressman

PAUL RYAN

Serving Wisconsin’s First Congressional District

JANESVILLE CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wl 53545
Phone: (608) 752-4050
Fax: (608)752-4711
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Control Number; 4193425

USDA UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
a——-— NATIONAL APPEALS DIVISION
_ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D C 20158

February 4, 2002

Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U.S. House of Representative
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

This responds to your letter of February 20, 2002, to Secretary Ann Veneman regarding
Mr. Frank Taylor’s

|

[ trust this information is helpful to you.

Sincerely,

Nancy L. Smith
Acting Director

cc: Honorable Paul Ryan
U. S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Oftice Building
Washington, DC 20515-4901

Al EQUA] OPPORTENILY SMPLDYTR
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PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON
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by velinivet Congress of the United States
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INTERHET, OO W AOUSE BOVEVAN Washington, BE 205154901 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
March &, 2002
The Honorable Ann M. Veneman :
Secretary - ' '
U.S. Department of Agriculture 45"4194437
1400 Independence Avenue, SW FS'S

‘Washipngton, DC 20250
VIA FAX

Dear Secretary Veneman:

, Mr. Robert Ramsay, President of Romance Foods Corporation, recently contacted

JANESVILLE KENQSHA RACINE
CONFTITUENT SERAtad Crurin ComgTrosnT SERuces CENTER CounvTUENT SEAMCES CENTE
20 3. Maw STREET, Surs 10 £712 Tru AvSHuG 04 Gre Sreger
JaMEScuLE, Wi EI5aS KENGSHA, Wi 53740 RetiNE. W1 5M02
(BOHI Y52-a850 . Fax: (O 752=1711 1262) 8541307 , Fax: (202) E54-2156 12521 U37-0810 . Fax 12924 630
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Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 143305. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Streer, Suite 10,
Jaresville, Wisconsin, 53545, and its fax number is (608) 752-4711. Should you have
any questions about this request, my Constituent Services Representative, Chad Herbert,
can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your agsistance in this matter. Ilook forward to your timely

responste,

Sinc 2

Paul Ryan

Member of Congress
Enclosure

cc:  The Honorable Elsa A. Murano, Under Secretary for Food Safety
The Honorable May Waters, Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relatjons
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Congress of the Wnited Htates
PHouge of Wepresentatives
Wlashington, DL 20515
Name: Qa\a eeT B, Ramsay }
Address:_
City gnd Zip Code: Date of Birth —
Phone Number (Homg (Work)__2Zo 2. £27-2000
Social Secarity Nernber Veteran’s Number,

Agency Involved:

The Problcm Is: {atrach an additional sheet(s) if gecassary),

*2Privacy Act Refease*™

[ request and authorize 1S, Representative Pauf Ryan to act on iy behalf and to receive

informalion from the proper officials regarding the maticr described above. Congressman Ryan
is authorized by wt to reccive on

iF al) correspondenes and information about my casc.
Signed:

Plecre rognen this eorf
Congressman Pav) Ryan
20 South Maiu St Suile 10
Jancaville, WL S3345
phane; (608) 752-4050
fax: {6ON) 7524711~

¢ = Pleave note that the Peivacy Avt Kelvase sequites that on ambogize access o your private records.
Youn stpnallne above will coable Congressinan Rzt 1 panke the eecemsury Iairier an yonr frche|l.
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Romance Foons CORPORATION
3814 77th Streer « Kenosha, W1 53142 » Phone (262) 697-20000 « Fux (262) 607-20{4

March 6, 2002

Honorable Paui Ryan _
United States Congressman
First District, Wisconsin
1217 Longworth HOB
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman-Ryan:

00
o435
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Robert B. Ramsay

President

Romance Foods Corporation
March B, 2002
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Robert B. Ramsay
President |
Romance Foods Corporation
March 6, 2002
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Robert B. Ramsay

President

Romance Foods Corporation
March 6, 2002

Page 4 of 4

May | suggest that your Iét‘ter be directed to:

Dr. Elsa Muranec

Under Secretary For Food Safaty
United Sfates Department of Agriculture
1400 Jefferson Drive SW Room 227E
Washington, DC 20250

Thraugh Agriculture Secretary Ann M, Veneman

Thank you for your immediate assistance.

Sincerely,

4
Roben B‘R%m'as-;\\

President

Attachments:

------



controlr Number: 41944371

j5! Department of and Inspection

é‘ﬁh United States Food Safety ‘é'voazsgténgton. D.C.
¥ Agriculture Service

MAY 24 opp

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of March 8, 2002, on behalf of Mr. Robert Ramsay,

FSiS FORM 2630-9 (6/08) EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN EMPLOYMENT AND SERVICES
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The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 3

We hope you find this information helpful. If you have any additional questions, feel free to
contact the FSIS Congressional and Public Affairs Office at (202) 720-3897.

Sincerely,
William C. Smith

Deputy Administrator
Office of Field Operations

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Congress of the Tnited States
Waghington, BC 20515

March 20, 2002

The Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture 3I5-4195237

1400 Independence Avenve, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 20250 FS

Dear Secretary Veneman:

We are writing to request your prompt assistance in releasing $4 million in fiscal ysar 2002
emergency Commodity Credit Corporaticn (CCC) funds to assist the state of Wiseonsin in
responding swiftly and effectively to the ontbreak of Chropic Wasting Disease (CWD) among
the white-tafled deer population. It is my understanding that the Govemor of Wisconsin has
recently submitted & request to you for such assistance.

The State of Wisconsin has taken a proactive and multi-agency approach to monitoring and
controlting deer infected with CWD. We understand that USDA funds are already assisting in
this effort, However, it is imperative that the gtate receive additionzl emergency fumding as soon
as possible 5o that the monitoring efforts can continue and the disease be brought under control.

Thank you for your attention to our request. Please do not hesitate to contact cither Brad Pfaff of

Representative Kind’s staff (225-5506) or Paul Carver of Representative Obey's staff (225-3365)
if you have any further questions or concerns,

bt T LD

Ron Kind David Obey

T~ |
[ et ﬂ E" _
Tam Barrett aul Ryan
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United States Department of Agricuiture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

MAY 23 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of March 20, 2002, to Secretary Veneman concerning funding
assistance for Wisconsin’s response to the detection of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in
deer within the State,

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) shares your concern about the recent identification of
CWD in Wisconsin, and we are pleased to be providing Wisconsin with field and laboratory
assistance. We plan to continue with such efforts, and we are exploring options for providing
other assistance. However, we must clarify that we believe the primarv responsibility in the
current situation lies with the State of Wisconsin. The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources has taken the lead role in addressing the occurrence of CWD in the State, and we
are directing our efforts to support the State’s disease management and eradication activities.

In this regard, we can offer continuing assistance to Wisconsin's diagnostic and surveillance
efforts. Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) funds released in September 2001 and February
2002 provided funding for the indemnification and disposal of some captive cervid herds
infected with CWD. A portion of the CCC funds were also directed to USDA’s ongoing

CWD testing and surveillance activities, which included the testing of deer killed during
Wisconsin’s hunting season last fall. This testing was performed by USDA’s Animal

and Plant Health Inspection Service’s (APHIS) National Veterinary Services Laboratories
(NVSL). In total, NVSL tested 467 deer in Wisconsin during the 2000-2001 season and

428 deer during the 2001-2002 season. APHIS officials remain available to provide State
officials with additional diagnostic support as needed. On a related note, you may be interested
to know that the President’s fiscal year 2003 budget proposal includes an increase of $7.2 million
for nationwide CWD eradication and surveillance activities, pnimarily for captive cervids.

In addition to diagnostic laboratory work, APHIS is providing assistance to State officials in
the field. APHIS® Wildlife Services personnel are assisting Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources officials with the issuance of deer collection permits to landowners. Wisconsin
officials have also asked the State Director for APHIS® Wildlife Services program to participate
in the State’s CWD oversight committee. Additionally, Wildlife Services personnel are playing
a key role in the field operations necessary to collect approximately 500 wild deer for testing.

An Equal Opportuniy Employer



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

We recognize that the recent detections have caused concem for agricultural producers in
Wisconsin. With regard to the health of Wisconsin’s cattle, however, it is important to note
that CWD is not known to affcct non-cervid species. CWD has not been shown to naturally
infect or transmit to any specics other than deer or elk. Accordingly, we do not believe that
there is any immediate risk posed to cattle in Wisconsin. Finally, we assure you that in the
event of a CWD detection in any of Wisconsin’s captive cervid herds, APHIS is prepared to
provide assistance as tt has in other affected States.

Thank you again for writing. We are sending an identical |etter to the other Members of
Congress who signed your letter.

Sincerely,
s //
-} - . /
Fleel %Vﬁ 49/
Bill Hawks
Under Secretary

Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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Congress of the Tnited States
Bousge of Repregentatibes
Washington, BEL 20515

Mearch 22, 2002 35-4195800

The Honorable Ann Veneman FNS
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture

14th & Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Veneman:

A delivery error is about to cost Wisconsin senior citizens the opportunity to improve their diets
with fresh produce. It is also about to cost Wisconsin farmers more business.

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection (WDATCP) missed the
deadline for its $612,500 grant application to USDA's Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition program.
The zip code on the overnight delivery package to USDA was off by the last digit, preventing its
on-time arrival. The courier failed to call telephone numbers of either the sender or receiver
listed on the package to ensure delivery.

In 2001, Wisc‘:onsin_receiired $330,000 from USDA to put its program in place. The program |
gave vouchers to 4,200 low-income seniors in 21 counties to use at local farmers' markets and
roadside stands. Each participant could initially receive up to $100 in vouchers.

For 2002, Wisconsin proposed to build on its highly successful program by expanding it to 30
counties and double the number of seniors who would receive vouchers (approximately 9,500
participants). The state also proposed to expand the pool of 300 farmers who provided naturally
grown produce for the markets last year.

At least one other federal grant program makes an exception for late applications if they have
been provided to an overnight delivery service the day before the application deadline. For
example, application guidelines for the Technology Opportunities Program through the
Department of Commerce state;

“Applications that have been provided to a delivery service on or before March 20, 2002,

with a guarantee that delivery will be made before 8:00 P.M. on March 21, 2002, will be

accepted for review, To ensure that we accept your application, you should document

that your application is provided to a delivery service that guarantees delivery prior to the
* closing date and time.” ' '

We ask that you exercise similar discretion in considering the WDATCP application. Further, if
all funding under this program has already been allocated, we ask that you locate other funding
sources within USDA to sustain Wisconsin's Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition program until the
next grant cycle. Ninety-five hundred Wisconsin senior citizens - and the farmers who would
serve them - are depending on this program.



Thank you for your prompt consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

MM%
>

A fessborncn

es Sensenbrenner, Jr. Tom Barrett

T/

Tom Petri J ka
Paul Ry Ron Kind

7 Bololer

Tafnmy Baldwin
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United States Department of Agricuiture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

JIN 20 202

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of March 22, 2002, seeking fiscal year (FY) 2002 funding for the
Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP). As you know, the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-171) provides an additional $5 million out of
Commodity Credit Corporation funds for the SFMNP for FY 2002. We have made these funds
available to current SFMNP grantees and FY 2001 grantees, including Wisconsin.

Again, thank you for your letter. We appreciate your interest in the SFMNP. A similar letter is
being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

Eric M.2B0s
Updet Secretary
Food, Wutrition;and Consumer Services

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan;

Thank you for your letter of April 17, 2002, on behalf of Mr. Paul Reavis concerning our
Agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s draft action plan (Docket No. 01-034-1)
for the noxious weeds program.

We believe that the concerns expressed by your constituent are based on a misinterpretation
of the draft action plan. Accordingly, we appreciate the opportunity to clarify the facts

of this matter. A Federal permit is already required for the importation and interstate
movement of Federal noxious weeds. The draft action plan does not propose any new
permit requirements or any new restrictions on the movement of plant and/or seed material
that is currently unregulated. Likewise, the action plan does not propose the adoption of

a concept sometimes called the “clean list” or “white list.” Under this concept, import
regulations specify what articles are permitted entry, rather than listing those that are
regulated. Plants currently on our Agency’s regulated lists were placed there either because
they are Federal noxious weeds or because they are associated with certain plant diseases
or other plant pests.

The draft action plan, which is available on the Federal Noxious Weed Program Web

site at www .aphis.usda.gov/ppq/weeds, was created following the passage of the Plant
Protection Act (PPA) of 2000 by Congress. The PPA granted our Agency new authorities
to protect U.S. plant resources and address noxious weed problems. While the authority
provided under the PPA is broad, the actual changes we are recommending in the action
plan are quite limited. Only three regulatory changes are considered. These changes

all deal with Federal noxious weeds, species shown through risk assessment to pose a
threat to U.S. agriculture and/or the environment. If we decide to formally propose these
three regulatory changes, we will publish in the Federal Register a proposed rule to amend
the current noxious weed regulations (found in title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations,
part 360). The proposed rule would solicit public comments, which we would carefully
consider before proceeding. If we then determined that it was appropriate to go forward
with rulemaking, we would publish a final rule amending the noxious weed regulations.

APHIS - Protecting Amencan Agricutiure
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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With regard to the phytosanitary certificate requirement for flower seeds, we understand
your concerns and those raised by other persons. We are considering alternatives to
requiring phytosanitary certificates for small, non-commercial shipments of seed.

I hope this clarifies what our Agency is recommending in the draft action plan for the
noxious weeds program. We are not recommending broad new regulations, but relatively
minor changes to the existing noxious weed regulations. Nevertheless, we urge your
constituent to consider registering as a concerned stakeholder in this matter through our
Web site. By doing so, your constituent will receive notices and other information about
our activities addressing noxious weeds and efforts to improve the noxious weeds program.
To register, click on “Join the PPQ Stakeholder Registry” in the middle column of the
Web page at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppy/.

Sincerely,

X Bobby R. A
Administrator
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

October 18, 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan

LS. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of July 2, 2002, to Secretary Veneman concerning laboratory testing
for chronic wasting disease (CWD).

Like you, the Department of Agriculture (USDA) recognizes the seriousness of the situation in
Wisconsin. Ensuring adequate capacity for CWD surveillance testing nationwide is a USDA
priority. As called for in the CWD management plan developed by USDA and the Department
of the Interior, USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is increasing the
number of laboratories validated to perform the immunohistochemistry (IHC) assay. The

IHC assay, as performed by our National Veterinary Services Laboratories and its contract
laboratories, is the official test for CWD surveillance. APHIS has 10 State laboratories under
contract to perform the IHC assay and plans to have 15 laboratories under contract by January
2003. With these additional State laboratories under contract, we are confident that testing
capacity will be sufficient to meet CWD surveillance needs.

It is important to clarify that APHIS” testing objectives and procedures are focused upon herd
surveillance for epidemiological purposes. Specifically, our objective is to reach statistical
certainty concerning the location and prevalence of CWD in captive and free-ranging cervids in
the United States. The IHC test is validated only for surveillance; neither the IHC assay nor any
of the tests in development are designed to test for food safety. At this time, there is no test that
can conclusively determine that an animal is free of CWD and the meat safe for consumption.

It is important to note, however, that research has not shown CWD to infect or transmit naturally
to non-cervid species. Additionally, while our testing is not for food safety purposes, it will be
helpful to the hunting industry because the resulting data will help to identify the disease’s
geographical distribution.

In addition to the fact that we have already identified enough laboratories to meet our CWD
surveillance testing needs, there are several other reasons for our policy of limiting approval
to Federal and State/Federal cooperative laboratories. Limiting approval to Federal and
State/Federal laboratories is consistent with our policy and practice for eradication and control

An Equat Opportunity Employer
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program diseases. It is also consistent with our current policy in developing the National
Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN), a network of diagnostic iaboratories strategically
located throughout the Nation to permit rapid and accurate diagnosis of diseases such as CWD
and foreign animal diseases. Our diagnostic testing system and approval process is designed to
ensure the accuracy and objectivity of testing processes and results and to preserve domestic and
international market confidence in U.S. agricultural commodities. Validating only State/Federal
laboratories allows us to maintain strong oversight over testing and reporting processes. While
there are some fine private laboratories, the quality of private laboratories varies widely. Finally.
because CWD is an eradication program disease, proper reporting of data is of utmost
importance; Federal and State/Federal laboratories provide their results to the requisite authorities
for official disease diagnosis and appropriate resulting regulatory action, thus assuring us that
results will be entered into NAHLN's database.

We appreciate your support for our efforts to combat CWD. We are providing the same
information to the other Members of the Wisconsin Congressional delegation.

Sincerely,

B Hopn”
Bill Hawks

Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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Congress of the United States

Washington, BL 20515
July 2, 2002
The Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
14th Street & Independence Ave., S.W. 35"'42019?9

Washington, D.C. 20250 APHIS

Dear Secretary Veneman:

We write to you today concerned about your recent decision not to allow private
labs to conduct testing for chronic wasting disease (CWD) this fail. We certainly hope
you will reconsider this decision.

This fall, Wisconsin hunters will most likely bag close to 400,000 deer. Given the
awareness and concerns that have arisen over the discovery of CWD, it is understandable
that many deer hunters in Wisconsin will want to have their deer tested this fall. We
were pleased to learn last week that the United States Department of Agriculture intends
to increase the number of certified federal, state and university CWD testing facilities
from six to eleven labs by this fall, with a goal of fifteen labs by January 2003. We
believe that, in taking this action, the Department should not overlook private laboratories
that may now be able to conduct CWD tests or be upgraded to do so.

We respectfully urge you to make increasing testing capacity for this fall's hunt a
top priority for your department. While we recognize that there are limited government
resources available for this fall, we request that you make a protocol for the conduct of a
certified test available to private entities. Further, we urge USDA to expand its ability to
validate tests by existing state, university and other labs in the field known to be
experienced, accurate and respectable. In addition, USDA should also enhance its ability
to evaluate efforts by other existing or new labs to bring additional testing capacity on
line.

~ We anticipate that constituent demand for testing will be considerable, both
within and outside of the CWD endemic area. Hunters deserve to know that their test
results come from certified scientific testing.

Finally, we understand the importance of assuring the accuracy of test results.
We believe that there must be reasonable ways to go about expanding testing capacity
while maintaining both testing quality and accuracy.

Again, we are hoping that you will reconsider this decision and work with us to
extend testing capacity. We look forward to hearing back from you shortly.

PHINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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. July 22, 2002

Secretary Arm Veneman _

U.S. Department of Agriculture - 35_42 033?6

1400 Independence Ave., S W, F"S

Sincerely,
Paul Ryan
: Member of Congress
JAMESVILLE - K . KEMOSHA RACINE
COMSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER _ ConSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERvICES CENTER
20 5. May STREET, SUITE 10 . : 5712 7TH AVENLE 304 &TH STREET
JanesvILLE, WI 53545 . KENOSHA; WY 53140 Racing, W 53403

Washington, D.C., 20250
Dear Secretary Veneman:

I 'am writing to express my support for the Kenosha Achievement Center’s (KAC) grant
proposal for the Food Stamps Access Research Program, which was submitted to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Tam pleased to inform you that their project will identify and
document the factors that make access to the food stamps process difficult, and use a research
model to implement practical means to overcome these obstacles. The Kenosha County Food
Stamps Access Research Program will allow KAC and its partners to research methods that use
technology to assist people with a pre-screening process for food stamps eligibility, while
promoting nutritional support as the theme of Food Stamps.

I have reviewed the grant proposal that KAC has submitted, and I am confident that they
would make effective use of the funds that they would receive from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Their proposed program will insure-that all eligible persons in the county are made
aware of the nutritional benefits of the food stamps program. Currently, KAC estimates that there
are potentially up to 28,000 Kenosha County residents who may be eligible for food stamps but
less than half of the eligible residents actually apply for.the program, due to the program’s current
application complexities.

I admire their efforts to correct the current eligibility requirements by working closely with
reputable community organizations that serve disadvantaged populations, including the
unemployed, working poor, minorities, elderly and disabled persons. The requested funds will
allow KAC to provide research and pre-screening support staff and equipment for research. Their
proposed program will also increase the enrollment of eligibility individuals in the Food Stamps
Program by providing laptop computers with touch screens to community organizations for pre-
screening of applicants for food stamp el1g1b1hty

I support KAC’s apphcatlon for th1s Food Stamps Access Research Grant and would
appreciate it if you and appropriate USDA officials would carefully review the grant proposal
submitted by KAC and give it your full consideration. Again, thank you for your careful
consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any questions or
concerns. I look forward to receiving your response to this grant application.

(608) 7524050 ., Fax: {608} 752-4711 (262) 654-1901 . Faux: {262} 654-2186 1262) 637-0510 . Fax: |262) 637-568%

PRINTED OM RECYCLED PAPER



Control Number: 4203376

USDA

i
United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Wagshington, D.C. 20250

SEP 11 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your July 22, 2002, letter of endorsement for The Kenosha Achievement Center
proposal that was submitted for the “Food Stamp Program Research Grants To Improve Access
Through The Use Of New Technology And Partnerships.” As we understand the proposal, if
selected for an award, The Kenosha Achievement Center would educate nonparticipating
individuals and families about the nutritional benefits of the Food Stamp Program. The Kenosha
Achievement Center plans to use lap top computers to pre-screen individuals for the Food Stamp
Program. As part of their community project, at least two elementary schools in Kenosha County
will be used to target low-income families.

On July 8, 2002, our technical review panel members started the competitive process to award as
much as $5 million in grants to approximately 20 recipients. In accordance with the terms of the
grant proposal, each grantee can receive up to $350,000 for its project. We anticipate that the
grants will be awarded in mid-September.

Again, thank you for your letter of endorsement. We will notify you as to which organizations
received grant awards when the review process is completed.

Sincerely,

An Equal Cpportunity Employer
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August 9, 2002

The Honorable Ann Veneman

Secretary, United States Department of Agriculture

The Whitten Building

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 43"42”4 1 83

Suite 200A
Washington, D.C. 20250 m
Dear Secretary Veneman:

I write in strong support of the application of the Meadowbrook Farms
Cooperative to secure a United States Department of Agriculture Business and Industry
Loan Guarantee for the purpose of developing its pork packing and processing plant. It is
my understanding that Meadowbrook Farms has submitted a preliminary application
within the past two weeks and is awaiting a response.

The Meadowbrook Farms Cooperative is a group of approximately 200 family
farms from Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, and Wisconsin, I represent several participating
farmers in Wisconsin’s First Congressional District. These families pooled over $12.6
million of their own money for the purpose of building a farmer-owned pork packing and
processing plant. $800,000 was used to develop a business plan to help these family
farmers compete in the increasingly corporate agribusiness industry. Once the plant is
built, it will immediately provide approximately 210 jobs for the region’s residents. I
believe that this endeavor is an entrepreneurial way to counter the growing trend towards
large corporate farms and production facilities.

According to the prepared business plan, the planned facility will be among one
of the most modemn in the United States. It is my understanding that this plant will be
capable of boning and boxing specialty timmed portion-controlled packages for
restaurants and hotels, making fresh sausage in both links and chubs, making marinated
pork products, and packaging case-ready meat. The design includes a state-of-the-art
water usage and treatment system that will drastically reduces water consumption and
pollution by the plant.

Currently, this project is in its final stages of pre-construction planning. Three
banks have already approved a loan totaling $19.7 million contingent on a 60 percent
USDA loan guarantee for the Meadowbrook Farms Cooperative. It is my hope that the
USDA will reach a favorable decision regarding the application of the Meadowbrook
Farms Cooperative for a loan guarantee.

JANESVILLE ’ I(ENC_)SHA RACINE
CONETITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CEMTER CONSTITUENT SERvICES CENTER
20 S. Man STREET, SUTE 10 5712 7TH AvENLE P 304 6Tr STREET
JANESVILLE, W 5354% KEMQSHA, W 53140 Racing, W1 53403
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Thank you, in advance, for your consideration of the loan guarantee. It is
important to the regional economy and the farmers in Wisconsin’s First Congressional
Dustrict. I look forward to your timely response.

Pe]r
Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
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September 3, 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

On behalf of Secretary Veneman, thank you for your letter dated August 9, 2002} regarding
the Meadowbrook Farms Cooperative’s (Meadowbrook) application for Business and Indupjry
(B&I) Guaranteed Loan Program assistance. The B&I program is administered ?y the Rura

Business-Cooperative Service {(RBS), an Agency within the Department of Agri¢ultire Rural
Development mission area.

Meadowbrook’s application has been received in our National Office and is currently under
review, You may be assured it is being given every possible consideration allowed by RBS
regulations and authorities. We understand the importance of this project to the yesidents of]
Illinois.

We hope this information is helpful in respondmg to your constituents and appreciate your
interest in the B&I program.

Sincerely.

JOHN ROSSO
Administrator
Rural Business-Cooperative Service

Tre Fural Business - Cooperalive Service replaces the Autal Cevalopment
Adminisitalion ABS is an Cqual Cpponundy Lender, Complants of discriminalion
should be sent ta. Secrelary of Agnculiure, Wasmngton, O C 20250
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United States Department of Agriculture

Oftice of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

November 29, 2002

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of September 24, 2002, to Secretary Veneman concerning efforts to
make chronic wasting disease (CWD) testing available to Wisconsin hunters.

We recognize your concern about CWD’s impact on Wisconsin and its hunters. Our officials
have been working closely with Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources and Department
of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection since the detection of CWD in the State in
February 2001, and I met recently with Governor McCallum to discuss our combined CWD
efforts and Wisconsin’s interest in making testing available to interested hunters. Officials of
our Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) have since taken the necessary steps
to enable such testing to take place.

As you may know, APHIS has contracted with 10 State laboratories to conduct
immunohistochemistry (IHC) testing for the CWD surveillance program and will have

15 under contract by January 2003. Of these laboratories, seven have agreed to conduct
additional CWD testing on a fee-for-service basis for interested hunters. APHIS has identified
five other State laboratories that are also willing to conduct CWD testing on a fee-for-service
basis and is providing the training and equipment necessary for the testing.

The laboratories will be using uniform equipment and techniques and reporting procedures
developed by APHIS' National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL). NVSL will also
conduct any necessary confirmatory testing for the laboratories. We are moving forward
with the training program for the laboratories as quickly as possible. In fact, some are
already able to begin accepting samples from Wisconsin hunters. APHIS is providing the
list of laboratories that accept these samples to its counterparts at the Department of Natural
Resources and Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection.

We believe the additional laboratory capacity recently identified will meet the testing needs
of Wisconsin hunters and the State/Federal surveillance program. While we will not be
approving private laboratories to conduct CWD testing, we have identified a role for these
laboratories in the program. In this regard, we are allowing APHIS’ contract laboratories to

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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partner with a private laboratory to prepare samples for IHC testing. Such partnerships could
help the laboratories avoid potential backlogs at an early stage of the testing process.

We are also continuing to evaluate alternatives to THC testing that could be used for screening
purposes. We would like to emphasize that all test kits used in the United States must be
licensed by APHIS’ Center for Veterinary Biologics (CVB). CVB’s licensing process ensures
that veterinary biologics available in the United States are proven effective and are of high
quality. You may be pleased to learn that CVB has recently approved a test kit for use in testing
mule deer for CWD, that, at first, will be available to the laboratories under contract to conduct
surveillance testing for the CWD program. In the meantime, we will continue to move forward
with preparing the recently identified State laboratories to conduct [HC testing for interested
hunters.

Thank you again for writing. We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your concerns
about this issue and assure you that we will continue to work closely with the affected States
to address CWD. We are providing this information to the other Members of Congress who
stgned your letter,

Sincerely,
Bl Flae—
Bill Hawks

Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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Cangress of the HAnited States
Huslyington, BE 20515

September 19, 2002

The Honorable George W. Bush

President of the United States 06-4206547

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500 FAS

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our concemn over two recent actions taken by your Administration
affecting sugar policies and markets. We believe that these actions are harmful to retail and
industrial consumers of sugar, threatening further food industry job losses and causing
increased market instability. We believe that these two sugar policies are inconsistent with
the Administration’s overall goal of reducing barriers to trade and expanding markets within
the Western Hemisphere. Furthermore, each issue is time sensitive and should be dealt with
urgently.

On August 27™ the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced sugar
marketing allotments, the equivalent of sugar production quotas, at a level so unrealistically
low that prices rose sharply and industrial buyers of sugar are now finding it extremely
difficult to obtain supplies. We understand that marketing allotments are required by the
recently enacted Farm Bill. However, the USDA has discretion over the amount of the
allotment. Unfortunately, the USDA has set such a tight allotment that it has begun to short
the sugar market. Sugar futures immediately started to rise following the announcement as a
result of expectations of reduced future supplies and increased prices. Without increased,;
allotments by the USDA, the U.S. will experience long-term erosion in the demand for sugar,
which is already on the decline, and firther movement of manufacturing offshore in search of

cheaper sugar.

Our second concem is a dispute over complex sweetener trade with Mexico, which must be
resolved by the October 1™ deadline. We believe that the U.S. should push to ensure that
Mexico gives fair access to U.S. agricultural products. Unfortunately, the United States Trade
Representative (IJSTR) has proposed a change in sugar policy that would violate the clear and
undisputed terms of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). USTR is calling
for Mexico to agree to no longer ship any sugar to the U.S. above Mexico’s import quota.
Imported sugar above this amount is labeled “Tier 2” sugar and is subject to an import duty
under current law. Both import quotas and the tariffs on “Tier 2” sugar are to end after 2008,
when NAFTA requires an open North American sweetener market. USTR’s proposal not
only violates the spirit of this provision of NAFTA, but alse could sasily turn into a
permanent rather than a temporary change once it is included in the treaty. The result could
be that an open market for sugar, as outlined in NAFTA, might never occur.
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We urge you to direct USDA Secretary Veneman to immediately and substantially increase
the USDA’s sugar marketing alloiment. In addition, we urge you to direct USTR Ambassador
Zoellick to insist that any interim agreement with Mexico on sugar trade be of a short and
strictly limited duration, without restriction of Tier 2 sugar imports. Thank you for younr
timely attention to each of these important matters.

Sincercly, |

PaulRyan,MC

oo JU2,

Dan Miller, M.C.

me Kl

“Mark Kirk, M.C.

M

Sam Johnson, M.C.

h Mot

Pat Tghmey, M.C.

J(hn Shadegg, M.C.

Gresmn, M.C.

Phil English, .

1

Chri.s Smith’ M.C.

(o fR (sl &b

Ron Paul, M.C, Williaw Lipinski, M.C.

o 3/»«& M/

Charlie Bass, M.C. Wamp, M.C.
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Congress of the Tnited States 53 5/ 67 4

TWashington, BL 20515

September 9, 2002

The Honorable George W. Bush

President of the United States 06 -4208246

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW F S A

Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. President:

Tast-week,; Wisconsin Quyemor Scott McCallum formaily requested that you sct to
declare four counties in the State of Wisconsin the site of a major disaster as a result of tomado
and storm damage. This damage was the result of a series of storms that hit northwest and north
central Wisconsin on September 2. As members of the Wisconsin delegation, and
representatives of the affected areas, we fully support the Governor's request and urge that all
necessary actions are taken by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to expedite
assistance to our state. We support the Governor’s specific request and ask that additiona}
counties be permitted to be added if new damages which warrant federal assistance are
discovered.

Initial estimates of public losses, as drawn up by a joint assessment by FEMA and
Wisconsin Emergency Management, exceed $12 million. State and local governments are
continuing to work with FEMA in the field to compile additional damage estimates and have
indicated, as explained in Governor McCallum's request, a willingness to assume appropriate
non-federal shares of public assistance and hazard mitigation costs.

We urge you to act quickly on behalf of our constituents, who face a long and difficult

clean up.
Singgrely, ; K
Dmﬁ Herb Kohl
Member of @g@hgress U.S. Senate -
&CS Sensenbrenner Russell D. Feingold
ember of Congress U.S. Senate
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Tammy Baldwin
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Ty zka
ember of Congress

Ron Kind
Member of Congress

Member of Cgfigress
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Congress of the Tniteh States |
WWaghingtor, WE 20510 ; '
Al 25, 2003 i
The Honorable
Bobby Acord L
Administrator !

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20250
Dear Mr. Acord:

Az you know, last week the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Lnnounced that
fiscal year 2003 (FY 2003) chronic wasting dissase (CWD) finds will be distributed to states.
We are pleased that APHIS is taking this action. We further understand that tcslwill need to
submit applications in order to receive a portion of the $4 million in surveill
management funds released on April 15, 2003, We write to request that wny | Imall cnted FY
2003 funds be redistributed to risk Javel 1 states, like Wisconsin. f .

|

We understend that APHIS is proposing to distribute funds to the states basell on fhe level of risk
that CWD poses to the cervids in their state, APHIS has defined three risk léfvc 18, including sk
level 1, those states in which CWD is present in fiee-ranging cervids. To apply for funding, each
state must submit management and surveillance plans to APHIS detailing w th?se funds wil)

be spent.

If all 50 statss submit an application, we understand that Wisconsin will receLva 5218 thousand
from the surveillance and monitoring program, and an additional $667 thousknd 1 cotpensation
for testing costs, a total of $885 thouzand in FY 2003. States inrisk level 3, osd witheut CwWD,
mayohooscmtmapplyforthcsuweﬂlmoemdmomtaﬁngfmds If funds jn the FY 2003
surveillance and monitoring program remain unclaimed, wa strongly urge distribute
remzining funds to the states in risk leve] 1. Our state is in dire need of addifional funds to
control CWD. Wisconsin has spent more thap $3 million to date on the discdse, state faces
more CWD-related expenditures this fall, and our Department of Natural Rekburcb is
experiencing budget difficulties due to the reductions in hunting License calejreverjus that resulted
from the CWD outbreak. | ;
i

06-4219413
APHIS

1
1
!
1
i
1
|
!
]
g
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April 23, 2003

We appreciate your leadership on this issue and your personal attention to thig matt

Sumtt D Gyt

Russell D, FeingoM, U.S.S.

o

avid Obey, M.C.

o003
Goo3



Control Number; 4222581

PAUL RYAN

15T DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

T o e Connress of the nited States

1202) 225-3031

Fax: (202) 225-33%3 Bouse of Vepresentatives
INTERKET, €A HOUSE GOVRYAN Washington, BE 20515-4901

June 11, 2003

Director of Congressional Relations

COMMITTEE CN
WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIaL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SeLecT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Department of Agricuiture 05_422258 1

213A Administration Bldg.
Jefferson Drive, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Sir or Madam:

APHIS

I was recently contacted by Carol Kolde of Wanwatosa, Wisconsin, regarding the
concerns she has about the treatment of Lota, an elephant that was formerly owned by the
Milwaunkee County Zoo and that is now owned by the Hawthome Corporation.

Carol does not reside in my district, but I share her concerns about this matter. 1
am forwarding Carol’s request for assistance to you as the appropriate official in the
Department of Agricuiture. I am sure that Carol wili appreciate any assistance you will
be able to offer in ensuring that this animal is provided the resources needed to move him
to an elephant sanctuary, where he can get the care and treatment he needs. (It is my
understanding that the USDA determined that the animal is being mistreated by its
current owner.) I have also forwarded Carol’s request to U.S. Congressman James
Sensenbrenner, and to Milwaukee County Executive, Scott Walker.

Please respond to Carol directly. Her contact information is enclosed. Thank you

for your assistance in this matter.

Serving Wisconsin’s 1st District

Enclosure
JAMESVILLE KENOSHA
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERWICES CENTER
205, Man BTReET, Surme 10 5712 7TH AVENUE

JANESVILLE, W 53545 KenosHa, W §3140
1608) 7524050 . Fax: (BO8} 752-4711 1262) 654-1901 . Fax; {262} 6542156

PRINTED ON RECYCLED FAFER

RACINE
CeNsSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
04 6TH STREET
Racine, WI 53403
{262) 6370510 . Fax: (262) 637-5689
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Control Number: 4222581

USDA

= |

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Marketing and
Regulatory
Programs

Animal and

Plant Health JUL 0 2 2003

Inspection
Service

Washington, DC
20250

Ms. Carol J. Kolde
4755 N. 105" Street
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53225

Dear Ms. Kolde:

Congressman Ryan asked us to respond directly to your letter of June 9, 2003, to hum
concerning Lota, an elephant owned and exhibited by the Hawthorn Corporation.

We recognize your deep concern for Lota’s welfare. Over the years, our Agency

has documented a history of problems with regard to the Hawthorn Corporation’s
compliance with the Animal Welfare Act (AWA). Within the strict confines of the
AWA and consistent with guaranteed rights to due process, our Agency has taken
appropriate enforcement action against the Hawthom Corporation. We have also made
numerous efforts to work with the Hawthorn Corporation’s owner, Mr. John Cuneo, to
improve the conditions and quality of care provided to the Corporation’s animals.

In regard to Lota, she is currently at the Hawthorn Corporation’s facility in Illinois and,
according to our most recent inspection in January 2003, is doing well. She is receiving
appropriate veterinary care from a veterinarian retained by the Hawthom Corporation, as
well as regular veterinary check-ups by an outside consulting veterinarian. While we
recognize that you would like us to remove Lota from her owner, we must point out that
our Agency’s authority to confiscate animals under the AWA is limited to those
situations in which an animal is in imminent danger or in a state of sustained suffering.
In addition, our Agency’s AWA authority does not allow us to require that animals be
retired from exhibition.

Despite our efforts to ensure that the animals maintained by the Hawthorn Corporation
receive the level of care required under the AWA, we remain concerned about ongoing
problems. Accordingly, you will be pleased to know that our Agency issued a
complaint against the Hawthorn Corporation on April 11, 2003, charging the facility

ﬁ APHIS - Protacting American Agrcukure
An Equal Oppartunily Employer




Ms. Carol J. Kolde
Page 2

with serious AWA compliance problems over a period of several years. Due to the
pending enforcement action, it would be inappropriate for us to comment further on the
matter at this time. However, we assure you that we will pursue appropriate penalties in
this case.

We appreciate your concern for the welfare of animals.
Sincerely,

Vo Vo 1,

Bobby R. Acord
Administrator
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The Honorable Ann Veneman

Secretary | 35-4224085

U.S. Department of Agriculture

?:O%“I:l?espﬁndmce Avenue, S.W. A M S
‘Washington, DC 20250

Dear Madam Secretary: |

We are writing to express our strong ohjecum to the country of oyigin [labelmg
gcudelmes that the U.S, Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketin Serdice (AMS)
has developed in regard to peanuts. We are particolarly concerned that the g\ndehncs ag

applied to any peanut products other than in-shell peanuts sold at retail will become the

basis for the mandatory country of origin labeling regimen that is to take eﬂp:t om October
1, 2004. .
| !

Wa believe that the AMS voluntary guidelines are incorrectly appfied bb shelled,
roasted and salted or flavored peanuts, The statute that establishes country gf
labeling requirements for various covered commodities, including peanuts, ﬁcally
excludes from the labeling requirements such covered commodity *“if the i
ingredient in a processed food item™ (7 U,S.C. 1638). Any common gense i t tat:on of
ths term “processed food item® would encompass a shelled, roasted and sal flavored
peanut that is packaged for retail sale. Further, the established definition of ‘proobssmg
which AMS has used historically and consistently across a wide range of pro gra.:ﬂs clearly
includes thess products. Even under the very narrow definition of a “procesged food item™
that AMS has adopted for purposes af its country of origin labeling gmdelmda sh {led,
roasted and salted or flavored peanuts should be excluded from coveraga b Yy moet
the tests established in the definition in that the raw peanut in such products has b;en
materiaily changed and is one of a combination of ingredients that result in 2 prodi:ct with
an identity that is different from an in-shell peanut.

AMS made a wholesale departure from the clear meaning of the st
exemption for processed foods and it’s own consistent rogulatory approach wﬁal:
constitutes ‘‘processing™ for the mere reason that the agency belleves Congr i.utmded for
shelled, roasied and salted peanuts to be covered by the law because the “vasi majonty of
peanuts sold at retail” are just that, shelled, roasted and salted,

|
¥
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However, there is no legislative history to support the AMS in ation of
Congressional intent as far as peanuts are concerned. The House-appraved 2002 {Farm Bill
did not include peannts among the commedities covered by their country of origin labeling
provisions. The Senate Agrioulture Cornmittee added peanuts to the list of led
comnodmes, but did not include any reference to “peanut products™ in the :
language or in the Committee Report accompanying the legislation. The Hbuse #ml Senate
Conference Committee agread to a broad exemption for “covered commodities,”|including
peanuts, if they are “an ingredient in a processed food item.” The Confers ﬁm‘t
references the processed food item exsmption but contains nothing that would indicate that
the lzbeling requirements were to be extended to anything but in-shell peﬁmhs sold in bulk
at retail. |

!
!
1t is wel) established in case law that the explicit statutory languge ccf;tmls the

construction of any implementing regulation. That is especially =o in the absencel of clearly
articulated legislative history to the contrary. The general rule of constructiqn is fhat the
intent of the lawmaker is to be found in the plain meaning of the langnage of the
A.ccordingly, deference must be given to the clear purpose of the proceased gxemption
contained im the statute, Applying such rules of construction can only lead tg the ponclusion
that 2 peagut that has been shelled, roasted, combined with pther ingredients jand paclmged
for sale at refail is indeed a processed food item that is exempt from the oovqmgc of the
couniry of origin provisions. I l

]

It also i important to note that the legislative history of the Farm Bill i
that the country of origin provisions contained therein wete intended to extend to
commodities not currently required to bear such labeling under Section 304 gf the | anff Act
of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1304). Under this statute and its implementing rcglﬂahm:ls, all,peanuts
sold in their “immediate containers™ are subject to the country of origin labeling
requirements of the Tariff Act. Only those produsts sold in bulk or loogely fiom a%m at the
supemmarket—snch as in-shell pearmuts—currently are not required to bear cotmtry of origin
labeling. Consequently, only in-shell peanuts sold in bulk should be subject ﬁ: the jnew
country of origin labeling provisions of the Farm Bill. All other peanut prodqc aﬁ‘e
adequately regulated by the U.S. Customs Service. ‘

AMS cannot ignore the rules of statutory construction or the extantllag;s{auve
history in order to sustain its strained reasoning that skelied, roasted and salted pmuts are
not proccsaed food items and therefore are subject to the country of origin labeli

‘We also are concerned that AMS’s rationale for applying country 0 on,gin
labeling requirernents to other than in-shell peamrts openg the doot to the|
coverage to anty product that comtains peanuts, something which was clearly not inténded by
either Congress or the agency. In fact, various peanut growers organizations have chlled for
peamt butter and peanut candy to be covered by the count:}' of origia labeling{pro
If AMS is to prevent the application of the labeling requirernepts from spimming out! f
eontrol, the agency mmst draw the line now at in-shell peanuts. !

|
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regulztions to implement the mandatory country of origin labeling regime that isjto taks
effect on October 1, 2004, Specifically, we ask you to make suve that only fn-shell peanuts

We respectfully request that yon intercede before AMS pubﬁshc‘Emposed
are covered by country of origin Iabeling provisiong, |

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter. '

Sincerely,

'
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USDA
ol
United States Depariment of Agriculture

Office of the Sacrelary
Washington, 0.C. 20250

AUG 28 X003

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.8. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for the letter of July 14, 2003, expressing your objection to the Country of
Origin Labeling Guidelines that the Department of Agriculture (USDA) developed
regarding peanuts. Your concern relates to peanuts, specifically those other than in-shell
peanuts sold at retail, that will be covered under the mandatory Country of Origin
Labeling regulations.

As you are aware, the 2002 Farm Bill includes provisions that will require peanuts and
certain other commodities to be labeled with the country of origin when offered for sale
in retail stores. That law requires that USDA first issue voluntary guidelines. This was
done in the Fall of 2002. We are now developing the mandatory regulations and, in
accordance with the law, these will be published by September 30, 2004. Before the
regulations are published in iheir final form, they will be published as a drafi, and the
public will be invited to comment on them. USDA will take those comments into
account prior to issning the final rules.

At this time, no final determination has been made on what peanut products wili be
considered a covered commodity under this law. We appreciate your thoughts on this
matter. Clearly, there are important issues to be considered, and we will take your views
into consideration as the regulations are developed.

Sincerely,
Bill Hawks

Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Oppoctunity Employer




Control Number: 4229534

Congress of the &hiitth States

Washington, DE 20515 .
September 17, 2003 . R
. 35-4229534
Ms. Ann M. Veneman _
Secretary of Agricultlirc o FSH

United States Department of Agriculture

US Dept. of Agric., Rm. 116A, Whitten Bidg.
14th and Independence, SW

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Ms. Veneman,

We urge you to expedite the review of Wisconsin’s reguest for federal disaster declarations for
34 counties that sustained significant losses due to alfalfa winterkill from last winter. Further,
we request your assistance in quickly considering any future requests for disaster designations
presented by the State of Wisconsin. '

Mother Nature has not been kind to Wisconsin farmers.during this past year. During the winter
months, weather conditions were such that many farmers’ alfalfa and forage stands were severely
damaged or even killed. Livestock producers had hoped to recover with this year’s crops when
promising weather forecasts were made during the early summer months. However, the rains
have not fallen as needed during August and September, and drought conditions now pervade
Wisconsin. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, areas in
Wisconsin are now seeing year-to-date deficits of 8-12 inches and vast areas of Wisconsin were
classified as suffering severe drought by the 1.8, Drought Monitor.

During the month of August, we saw the conditions in Wisconsin first-hand and spoke with
many coustituents regarding the drought situation. As we each traveled across the state, the
damage that Mother Nature had inflicted on the com and soybean fields as well as the hay crop
was clearly visible. As August progressed, the quality of the crops steadily detertorated as they
were deprived of much needed rains. Constituents expressed their struggles to continue farmung
though the disastrous weather of the past year. They worried that poor forages and higher feed
prices would force many farmers to make the choice to leave their livelihoods behind.

We are very concerned about the loss of Wisconsin farms that has occurred and ask your
assistance to help keep Wisconsin farms in business. In response to these severe weather
conditions, the governor requested federal disaster declarations on July 21, 2003 for 34
Wisconsin counties: Barron, Brown, Buffalo, Burnett, Chippewa, Clark, Dumn, Eau Claire,
Forest, Florence, Jackson, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Marquette, Menominee,
Oconto, Oneida, Outagamie, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Portage, Price, Rusk, St. Croix, Sawyer,



September 17, 2003
Page 2

Shawano, Taylor, Vilas, Washburn, Waupaca, and Wood. We urge you to expedite the review
and consideration of this request in order to provide much needed federal assistance to farmers in

need.

Further, it is likely that additional requests for disaster declarations will be made once the extent
of the losses from this summer’s drought is known. Already over two-thirds of the state’s
counties are considering requests for disaster declarations and more may do so if conditions

worsen. We hope that you will commit to expedite any future disaster requests as the goveror
has requested.

On behalf of farmers in Wisconsin who have suffered from disastrous weather conditions during
this past year, we thank you for your attention to this important matter.
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Control Number: 4233229

PALUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON
16T DISTRICT. WISCONSIN WAYS AND MEANS
WASHINGTON QFFICE: ’ SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY
B I
e aessn > Congress of the TUnited States
(202} 225-3031 . S

Pax (202) 28-3353 Bouse of Representatives Seuccr Revenue Measunes

INTERNET. W HOUSE GOVIRYAN Waghington, BE 20515—-4901 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
October 28, 2003

Director of Congressional Relations
Department of Agricuiture

213A Administration Bldg. 05_4233229

Jefferson Drive, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250 F S | S

Dear Sir or Madam:

1 was recently contacted by a constituent, Garrett Hartis of
Eﬁng question he has about the

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done — consistent with all laws and regulations - to assist Garrett in obtaining
answers 1o his questions.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 185648. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street. Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questtons about this request, my
Constituent Services Asststant, Tricia Stoneking, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. 1look forward to your timely

response.
CC
Member of Congress
JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER COMSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT ServICES CENTER

20 8. Main STREET, SiTE 10 5712 7TH AVENUE 304 GTH STREET

JaneswiLLE, W 53545 KeEHOsHA, WI 53140 Racing, W 53403
{608) 752-4050 . Fax: {608} 7524711 {262) 654-1901 . Fax: 1262) 654-2156 1262) 637-0510 . Fax: [262) 637-5689
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Control Number: 4233229

) oo Damm, Moo
'%\W) Agriculture Service
MAR 9 4
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Constituent Services Center

20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your October 28, 2003, letter, on behalf of Mr. Garrett Harris of
Franksville, Wisconsin, about the approval process for food products. We apologize for
the delay in a response.

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) of the Department of Agriculture is the
public health regulatory agency responsible for ensuring that meat, poultry, and
processed egg products are safe, wholesome, and accurately labeled. FSIS enforces the
Federal Meat Inspection Act, the Poultry Products Inspection Act, and the Egg Products
Inspection Act, which require Federal inspection and regulation of meat, poultry, and
processed egg products prepared for distribution in commerce for use as human food.
Mr. Harris may want to visit our web site at http-//www.fsis.usda.gov for more
information on FSIS activities. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has primary jurisdiction over foods
other than meat, poultry, and processed egg products.

FSIS sets standards for food safety and inspects meat, poultry, and egg products produced
domestically and those that are imported to protect the public heaith. There are more
than 7,600 Federal inspectors who inspect these products daily to ensure that food safety
regulations are enforced. On July 25, 1996, FSIS issued a landmark reguiation on
Pathogen Reduction and Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) systems.
The rule addresses the serious problem of foodborne illness in the United States
associated with meat and poultry products by focusing attention on the prevention and
reduction of microbial pathogens on products that cause illness. For example, every
establishment is required to develop a HAACP plan, a written hazard analysis that
determines the food safety hazards that are likely to occur in the production process and
identifies the preventive measures the establishment can apply to control those hazards.
FSIS inspection personnel are responsible for evaluating the implementation and
maintenance of the HACCP plan developed by the establishment. The HACCP system is
a major achievement because it represents a significant modernization in the way meat,
pouliry, and eggs are processed, with emphasis on prevention and control of foodborne
hazards.

FSI1S FORM 2630-9 (6/06) EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 1IN EMPI OYMFNT AND SFRVICES



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

The United States has the safest food supply in the world, and FSIS is committed to
protecting the public health by using its authority to ensure that plants that produce meat,
poultry, or egg products adhere to food safety regulations. If a livestock or poultry
slaughter or processing plant violates the regulations, FSIS can take enforcement actions
that could include withholding FSIS inspection. This effectively shuts down an
establishment’s operations until the establishment takes action to correct the problem.

Because FDA has jurisdiction over foods other than meat, poultry, and processed egg
products, we are forwarding a copy of your letter to that agency for a response. If

Mr. Harris would like to contact them directly, the address is: FDA, HHS, Office of
Consumer Affairs, HFE-88, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 20857. The FDA
web site is located at:_hitp.-/Awww.fda.gov.

The responsibility for ensuring safe food at the retail level is under the jurisdiction of
State and local authorities. Mr. Harris also may want to contact the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, Division of Food Safety, at
2811 Agriculture Drive, Post Office Box 8911, Madison, Wisconsin 53708, telephone
608-224-4701.

I hope this information is useful. If you or Mr. Harris would like to have additional
information, please contact our Congressional and Public Affairs Office at 202-720-3897.

Thank you again for writing.

Sincerely,

*

Von E it

Williara C. Smith
Assistant Administrator
Office of Field Operations

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Congress of the mniteh‘ States
Waghington, BE 20515

December 10, 2003

The Honosable Ann Veneman
Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture 35-4235043

14th Street & Independence Southwest Ave
Washington, D.C. 20250 : RBS

Dear Secretary Veneman:

We are wntmg in strong support of the application submitted by United Wisconsin Grain
Producers {UWGP) for a Value-Added Apgricultural Product Market Dcvc]opmsmt grant.
UWGP*s grant is vital to Wisconsin's economy and its economic growth in the future.

As onr nation continues to develop new sources of rcnewabie fuels, the construction of
etheamel plants such as this will ease the transition from our country’s dependency oo forsign
fuels, Companies suck as UWGP, who demonstrate a strong vision for the future, will be our
couniry’s greatest asset in order to meet the increased demand for domestic energy. UWGE will
construct a state of the art facility, incorporating the latest process control systems and
biotechnology for production yields and quality. Tn addition to providing ethanof fuel, the plant
will also provide by-products such as distillers® grains, which can be used to feed caftle and be
nsed in pet food. |

The development of the UWGP plant is widely supported throughout this community and
the state, and there are rumerous benefits associated with ifs construction, The positive
sconomic impact the plant will have on the rursl commbnity of Friesland and the state of
Wisconsin is tremendous, In addition to an expanded tax base, revenue generaie from the plant
will allow for improvements throughout the community, as well as the creating high paying jobs.
Moeost importantly, this plant will also greatly benefit farmers throughout the state by providing
them with & value-added market for their commodities.

Once again, we offer our strong support of the application submitted by United
Wisconsin Grain Producers, I we can be of any further assistance, plsase do not hesitate to
contact either of us.

Best Regard

Pan! Ry
Member of 285

PRUNTED O RECYTLED tAPER
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The Honorable Mark Green

U.S. House of Representatives

1314 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Greeu:

On behalf of Secretary Veneman, thank you for your letter dated December 10, 2003, on
behalf of the United Wisconsin Grain Producers’ application for a Value-Added Development
Grant (VADG). The VADG program is administered by the Rural Business-Cooperative
Service (RBS), a Rural Development Agency.

Funding for the VADG program is on a national competitive basis, and selections are based on
established criteria. A total of 781 proposals were submitted requesting over $158 million.
There was approximately $28.6 million available for this year’s program. We are pleased to
inform you that the United Wisconsin Grain Producers’ proposal was awarded $450,000 on
December 11, 2003.

Again, thank you for your interest and continued support of this program. An identical letter
was sent to Congressman Paul Ryan.

Sincerely,

JOHN ROSSO
Administrator
Rural Business-Cooperative Service

cC:

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

cc:
CB - FILE COPY
CB — Suspense

CB - M. Bowers
RBS/CMD —~ M. Warman
RBS — Rosso

LAPAS - B. Morton
State Director — lowa

NOTE TO FILE: Referred to the VADG Announcement dated 12/11/03 .
12/19/03 LAPAS & Mr. Peter 1homas provided pre-approved language. Award
confirmed against USDA News Announcement dated 12/11/03 (attached).

DRAFTED:CB:M.Bowers:mb:12/17/03:720-9723:10a
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Congress of the Enited States
Washingion, BC 20513

February 12, 2004

Ms. Ano M. Veneman 35—4239940

Seeretary of Agriculture F S A
United States Department of Agricaulture

US Dept. of Agric., Rm. 116A, Whitten Bldg,

14th and Independence, SW

Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mz, Veneman,

We write to ask that you expedite the review of Wisconsin’s request for federal disaster declarations
for 59 connties that sustained significant crop losses in 2003 due 1o drought conditions.

2002 was a challenging vear for Wisconsin's farmers. We appreciate your secretarial disaster
designation in September 2003 for 49 Wisconsin countics where crops suffered from winter il and
deep frost early in 2003. Farmers in Wisconsin are gratefu] for the assistance that USDA has since
provided. During the winter months, weather conditions were such that many farmers’ alfalfa and
forage stands were severely damaged or even illed. Livestook producers had hoped to recover with
this year's crops when promising weather forecasts were made during the early sumuner months.
However, the rains did not fall as needed, and drought conditions pervaded the stale.

During the surmner and fall of 2003, we saw the conditions in Wisconsin first-hand and spoke with
memy constituents regarding the drought situation. As we each traveled across the state, the damage
that had been inflicted on the com and soybean fields as well as the hay crop was clearly visible.
Other crops negatively affected included oats, hay, pasture, barley, wheat, green peas, snap beans,
sweet corn, arud tobacco. As the sgason progressed, the quality of these crops steadily deteriorafed
as they wers deprived of rnuch-needed rains. Constituents told us shout their struggles to continue
farming though the disastrous weather ofthe past year, and they worried that poor crops might force
them to leave their livelihoods behind.

We are very concerned about the Joss of Wisconsin fapres that has occurred and ask your assistance
1o help keep Wisconsin farms in business, In response to these severe weather conditions, the
govemor raquested federal disaster declarations on January 15, 2004, for 59 Wisconsin counties:
Adams, Ashland, Baron, Bayfeld, Buffalo, Bumett, Calumet, Chippews, Clak, Columbia,
Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, Florence, Fond du Lac, Forest, Grapt, Green,
Green Lake, Jowa, Iron, Jackson, Jeffersop, Junean, Kenosha, La Crosse, Lafayette, Langlade,
Lincoln, Marquette, Milwaukee, Monroe, Oneida, Ozaukee, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Poriage, Racine,
Richland, Rock, Rusk, St. Croix, Smdk, Sawyer, Tremplean, Vemon, Vilas, Walworth, Washburn,
Waghington, Waukesha, Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago, and Wood. Weurge you to expedite the
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review and consideration of this regquest in order to provide much-needed federal assistance to
farmeys in need.

Ot behalf of farmers in Wisconsin who have suffered from drought conditions during 2003, we
thank you for your attention o this important matter.

Sincerely,

- Nl B firgt

Russell D, Feingold

MHwer oul

i nhreiier
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United Siates Bepartment of Agriculture
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Washinglon, DO 20250
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The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.8. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Bwiiding
Washington, D.C. 2051 54501

Diear Congressman Ryan

On behalf of Secretary Venermnan, thank you for your letter of February 12, 2004, cosigned by
your colfeagues, concerming a Secretarial disaster designation for 39 counties in Wisconsin
due to drought conditions.

The Departiment of Agricutture {USDA) 1s aware that Wiscousin Farmmers aod ranchers are
gxperiencing abnormally dry to severs drought conditions, a8 are other parts of the counuy.
Be assared that USDA 1 committed to using all exssting authorities o provide immediate
rehief to farmers and ranchers affected by drought.

USDA recetved Governor Just Dovle's request dated January 15, 2004, for a Secretanal
disaster designation for 58 Wisconsin counties due to drought. Currently, USDA is reviewing
the request tn order to make a determination as to whether these counties suffered a
A0-percent or greater loss {0 one oy more crops. After USDA has reviewed the request and
made a determination, you will be promptly notified

Farmers i counties declared o disaster area and contignous counties have 8 months from the
date of the declaration 1 apply for emergency loans to help cover part of their losses. The
Farm Service Agency will consider each loan application based on its own merits, taking into
aceount ehigibility, the extent of losses, securily available, repayment ability, and other
regulatory eniteria,

Again, thank you for vour letier. A similar letter is being sent to vour colleagues.

Sincerely,

Hitoeen

JB. Penn
Linder Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agriceltural Services

An Foust Oppnrtcrty Sopioye
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Congress of the Tnited States
Washington, HE 20515

March 26, 2004

Ms. Ann M. Veneman
Secretary of Agricultture
United States Department of Agriculture 45-4244301

14th and Independence, SW
Washington, DC 20250 APHIS
Dear Secretary Veneman:

We write to you to on behalf of our constituents that have contacted us regarding the European
Union's trade ban on a variety of live birds and fresh meat products due to concemns about avian
influenza. Wisconsin has a number of producers of these producis that are siruggling with the
loss of export markets and the uncertainty that has arisen.

On February 24, 2004, the EU imposed a ban on a wide variety of export products due to
concerns over the discovery of avian influenza in a limited number of states in the U.S. These
products include: Live poultry, ratites, farmed and wild feathered game birds and hatching eggs
of those species, live birds other than poultry (such as pet birds) including those accompamied by
their owner, fresh meat of poultry, ratites, wild and farmed feathered game, meat preparations and
meat products consisting of, or containing meat of those species and eggs for human
consumption. The ban was recently extended by the EU through April 23, 2004.

This ban is having a tremendous negative impact upon Wisconsin bosinesses involved in
exporting birds and/or avian products covered under the EU’s trade ban. Export sales are being
lost and the uncertainty over the length of the ban makes planning the production of an
agricultural commodity incredibly difficult. Tt is our understanding that there are ongoing
negotiations with the B to distinguish between varicus U.S. regions regarding this ban and that
staff from the Foreign Agricultural Service as well as the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service have been involved. We urge the department to continue ity efforts to pursue a scientific
resolution 1o this trade ban. In particular, specisl attention should be paid to lifting the ban on
live animals and hatching eggs.

Thank you for your time and attention to this request.

Sincerely, P %V/ :
Russell D. Feingold aul Ryan

U.S. Senator U.S. Representative

CC:  A.Ellca Terpstra, Administrator, Foreign Agricultural Services
Bobby Acord, Administrator, Anital and Plant Health Inspection Service
Dr. John Chfford, Assistant Deputy Administrator, APHIS-VS
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Congress of the Enited States
Bouge of Repregentatives
Washington, BL 20515

April 29, 2004

The Honorable Ann Veneman
Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture

14th and Independence , 35-4246802

Room 213-A

Washington, D.C. 20230 AP H IS

Dear Secretary Veneman:

Recently, USDA initiated an effort with the governments of Canada and Mexico to
harmonize regulations regarding bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) prevention and
control in North America. We are writing to convey our strong support for a North American
harmonization effort for BSE, Avian Influenza, and other foreign animal diseases and urge you
to fully restore cattle and beef trade in North America.

The North American beef, poultry, and pork tndustries are best served by eliminating
technical barriers to trade. Each country has a sovereign right to establish regulations to ensure
food safety and protect animal healih, but too often those regulations are inconsistent with the
Internationa) Organization of Epizootics (OIE) standards and scientific rationale. We agree with
rules that are based on scientifically sound control and intervention measures that protect public
and animal health, rather than arbitrary and precantionary rules that inhibit trade and impose
unnecessary costs on a country’s citizens and its industries. It is imperative to establish a
uniform set of North American rules, consistent with the OIE standards, to restore intermpted
trade in cattle, beef and poultry products — both in North America and around the world.

The International Review Team, which you requested through the Foreign Animal
Disease Advisory Committee, acknowledged the importance of taking this action when it said in
its report, that the "U.S. should demonstrate leadership in trade matters by adopting
import/export policies in accordance with international standards, and thus encourage the
discontinuation of irrational trade barriers..."

We hope USDA can expedite actions to re-establish full cattle and beef trade across
North America regardiess of age. Resuming full trade between the 1.5, and Canada
demonstrates leadership and signals to the International community a renewed commitrnent to
scientifically established OIE guidelines and standards, Furthermore, resumption of North
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American cattle and beef trade will restore full economic activity to proaduction lines across the
country which will protect American jobs and alleviate recent economic concermns.

Similarly, the poultry industry is experiencing significant economic damage as a result of
non-scientific barriers to trade that have been propagated since the discovery of avian influenza.
The OIE scientific guidelines are very clear for countries that have both hiph path and low path
avian influenza The OIE guidelines provide that trade should not be interrupted because of low
path avian influenza. Yet, many significant intemational markets arbitrarily banned U.S. poultry
and did not recognize the foreign animal disease controls and intervention measures maintained
by USDA. Likewise with high path avian influenza, under the OJE guidelines countries that
maintain a regionalization control program can continue to trade. Regardless, raany international
markets have failed to allow unfettered trade by failing to recognize these scientifically proven
confainment programs.

Given the low level of BSE risk and the existing intervention and surveiilance measures
for avian influenza in North America, we respectfully request these technical barriers to trade be
eliminated, the North American cattle trade be fully restored, and for USDA to push. for
harmonization of animal health regulations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Mark Kennedy

— éaul Ryan 7
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tinited States Department of Agriculture

Qffice of the Secretary
Washington, D.C, 20250

June 28, 2004

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C, 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of April 29, 2004, to Secretary Veneman regarding harmonization
of regulations governing bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) and other foreign animal
diseases.

We appreciate your support for our efforts to date.. As you know, the Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has been working with Canada and Mexico to address the need for a coordinated,

North American approach to BSE regulatory and trade issues. Like you, we believe that working
in a coordinated fashion with Canada and Mexico will improve our ability to protect our highly
integrated food supply, maintain consumer confidence, and bring about greater consistency in
trade. Furthermore, we agree that our efforts to harmonize animal health regulations must go
beyond just BSE, but also include avian influenza, exotic Newcastle disease, and other foreign
animal diseases of concern to both livestock and poultry producers.

Since Canada’s detection of BSE in May 2003, USDA officials have been promoting
discussions to develop an international agreement on practical, uniform steps countries may

take to resume trade in ruminant products with countries that have reported few or no cases

of BSE and that have implemented appropriate measures to mitigate the dissemination of the
disease. In September 2003, USDA and tls Canadian and Mexican counterparts urged the
World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) to consider a more practical, risk-based approach
to trade where BSE risk is concerned. Efforts are now underway at the OIE to update and modify
the BSE standards. USDA is working with like-minded countries to steer the OIE BSE chapter
in a practical direction to establish a harmonized, risk-based framework for managing BSE. The
framework would allow trade of low-risk animals and products from countries where BSE may
have been reported but where effective controls and risk management measures are in place.

An Equal Qeportunity Employer



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

USDA will continue working with like-minded countries and the OIE to promote a harmonized,
nisk-based framework for managing harmful foreign animal diseases. We remain committed to
fatr international sanitary trade standards and the elimination of all sanitary trade barriers on
livestock, poullry, and related products that are not based on sound science,

Thank you again for writing and for your support on this important issue. We are providing
this same information to the other Members of Congress who signed the letter.

Sincerely,
B
Bill Hawks

Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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PAUL RYAN ’ COMMITTEE ON
15T DISTRICT, WISCONSIN WAYS AND MEANS
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1202} 225-303 , SUBCOMMITTEE ON
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May 6, 2004

Ms. Mary Waters

Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations

U.S. Department of Agriculture 8439
213 A Whitten Building -

1400 Independence Ave. S.W. 05 424
Washington, D.C. 25250-0003 ENS

Dear Ms. Waters:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Thomas Berger, Executive Director of the
Racine County Food Bank in Racine, Wisconsin, regarding the difficulties they and other food
paniry organizations are experiencing with the interpretation of USDA guidelines relating to the
storage temperature of certain food items.

Enclosed please find a copy of Director Berger’s letter to me, along with his signed
privacy act retease form. They are asking for clarification as to whether local authorities are
correctly interpreting this USDA guideline. Further, if this guideline 1s being properly
interpreted, they are also seeking information regarding any waivers that may exist.

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything can be
done - consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Thomas Berger and the Racine County
Food Bank in resolving this problem by addressing their questions and concems.

Please address vour response to my Janesville office and reference my file number
203628. My Racine Office address is 304 6" Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 53403. Should you have
any questions about this request, my Office Administrator, Scott Rausch, can be reached by
calling 262-637-0510.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely

response.
1y,
ul Ryan
Member of Congress
Enclosure
JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 5. Main STREET, SLiTE 10
JANESVILLE, W) 53545
{60B} 752-4050 . Fax: i608) 752-4711

COMSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5M2 FrH AVENLIE
KENOSHA, WI 52140
{262) 6543901 . Fax: {262 654-2156

FRINTED OM RECYULED PAPER

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 6TH STREET
RACINE, Wi 53403
{262} 6370510 . Fax:1262] 637-5689




Racine County Food Bank
2000 DeKoven Ave., Racine, WI 53403-2481
Voice 262-632-2307 Fax 262-632-2643
Email info@racinecountyfoodbank.org

April 30, 2004 VAY 1t 5 2004

Congressman Paul Ryan

20 South Main St., Ste.10 C 0 P Y
Janesville, WI 53545 ’

Dear Congressman Ryan,

In response to your letter dated April 8 regarding USDA food, originally my question to your Racine staff
person Scott Rausch was ONLY to learn it in fact the USDA had a requirement that dry TEFAP food be
stored between 40° and 70° Fahrenheit. So yes I would like your help (as they won’t speak directly to me)
in learning if this is actually a USDA requirement.

If this is in fact a USDA requirement and not just a misinterpretation by the State of Wisconsin DHFS it has
impact nationwide! Several pantries in Racine County have stopped taking TEFAP food because they
cannot comply with the alleged rule. And frankly no pantry, shelter or meal program can comply with this
requirement! [ wonder if this rule is enforced in the southern states where the cost to air-condition an area

down to 70° or less would be even more expensive than here in Wisconsin in July!

Please help us learn if this is a federal requirement to be followed (IF SO WE MUST WORK TO CHANGE
IT!) or if this is nothing more than a misunderstanding by Wisconsin’s DHFS of the application of a
guideline. I note that in an issue of Insight...Out a newsletter from USDA the new Midwest Regional
Administrator is Mr. Ollice C. Holden and I have copied the story of his appointment and the USDA contact

information and enclosed it here.

Thank you in advance for your efforts on behalf of the people struggling here in Racine County. A swift
answer to this question is imperative. Please give us a call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Racine County Food Bank

éﬂ/yc——--

~ Thomas G Berger
Executive Director

PS: Please note the correct address as we moved years ago and the April 8 letter never arrived here by mail.

C: Scott Rausch, Racine office

Visit the Food Bank & Thoughts For Food Web Sites

www.racinecountyfoodbank.org and www.thoughtsforfood.org
Rev. 10/2003
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JUN -9 2004

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U. S. House of Representatives
304 6™ Street

Racine, Wisconsin 53403

Dear Congressman Ryan:
File Number: 53403

This is in response to your inquiry on behalf of Thomas Berger, Executive Director of the
Racine County Food Bank, regarding interpretation of the Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) guidelines for storage temperatures of food utilized in the Emergency Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP).

There is no USDA requirement for storage temperatures of dry foods utilized in TEFAP.

In August 1998, USDA disseminated guidance related to storage temperatures and
approximate shelf lite data for various food items when stored at three different
temperatures: 40°F, 70°F, and 90°F . High storage temperatures can significantly shorten
the shelf-life of a food product and negatively impact the quality of the food. This
information was intended to provide guidance to TEFAP sites to assist them in determining
how long a product would retain best flavor and quality at various storage temperatures. It
was issued as guidance only, not Federal regulation or requirement.

Thank you for your interest in USDA"s commodity nutrition assistance programs, and we
hope this information will assist you with responding to your constituent,

i
f‘g fa
/{yjzg ,uz,;ff, 7 75/59

Pete S. Murano
Deputy Administrator
Special Nutrition Programs

ce! The Honorable Paul Ryan
U1.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

OESY
OGA

FINAL:FNS:SNP:FDD:PamBeward: f}h:06-04-04.703-305-1126:05-4248439
DOCUMENT NAME: The Honorable Paul Ryan (J: DRIVE)
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PALIL RYAN

15T DisTRICT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1217 LoNGWORTH Housg OFFice BUILDING
WasHinGTon, DC 205154901
(202) 2265-3021
Fax: 1202) 225-3393

Congress of the United States

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIaL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE DN
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

HBouse of Wepresentatives
Washington, BE 205154901

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-90%-RYAN

INTERNET: WWW.HOUSE GOVRYAN JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

August 19, 2004

Ms. Mary Waters

Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture

213 A Whitten Building 05

1400 Independence Ave. S.W. 542 38882

Washington, DC 20250-0001 FS A
Dear Ms. Waters: ‘

1 was recently contacted by a constituent, Dale Noble of Burlington, Wisconsin,

regarding the

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done — consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Mr. Noble and his
family in resolving this problem.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 217651. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
District Director, Ms. Tremmel, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely

response.
Sincerely,
Paul kyan
Member of Congress
Enclosure
JANESYILLE KENOSHA ' RACINE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 6TH STREET
RACINE, WI 53403
{262) B37-0510 , Fax: 1262} §37-56689

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7TH AVENUE
KEnosHA, WI 53140
(262} 654-1901 . Fax:(262) 664-2156

FRINTED OM RECYCLED PAPER

CoNsTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SoUTH MaiN STREET, Suime 10
JanesviLLE, W) 53545
1808) 7524080 . Fax: (609) 7524711



PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON
_ 18T DISTRIGT, WISCONSIN : WAYS AND MEANS

WASHINGTON CEFICE:

B . 18 BCOMMITTEE ON  SOCIAL SECURITY
e sme  Congress of the Tnited States ' ° :

{202) 225-303 SUBCOMMITTEE ON

Fax: (202) 225-3392 Houge of Repregentatives SELECT REVENUE MEASURES
|u15?nlel?fnm.nouse.eo:?:vm WHashington, BE 20515490 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
SHIP
!D/f)z.?;!agif ﬁﬂ Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form %-16-04
/0’9”, Noﬁ.{.g Narr-fé: DA LE /\/0 HLE E-Mail:

L)/Nk/ Nc?l?’ LE Address: F

(oue's e ona 2 e [

Phone Number (Home):

Social Security Numbe, Veteran’s Number :

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from proper officials regarding the matter described above, Congressman Ryan is
authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed: Date:_¥-/& -0/

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan
20 South Main Street. Suite 10
Janesville, WI 53545
Phone: (608) 752-4050
toll-free in Wisconsin — 1-888-909-RY AN (7926)
Fax: (608) 752-4711

**+ Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you autherize access to your private records. Your
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.

JAMESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVCES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTIUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 5. Maiy STREET, Suire 10 5712 7TH AVENUE 304 6TH STREET
JANESVILLE, Wi 53545 KENOSHA, WI 53140 Racivg, WI 53403

(608) 752-4050 . Fax: 1508} 7524711 (282) 5541901 . Fax: (262) 654-2156 12621 837-0510 . Fax: {262t 637-568%

FRIMTED N RECYCLED PAFER
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United States
Department of
Agriculture
Farm and Foreign
Agriculturat NOV -8 2004
oo
orvices The Honorable Paul Ryan
ia"“n Service Member, United States House
gency of Representatives
A4vg° é’;ﬁeﬂenﬂem 20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Stop 0501 Janesville, Wisconsin 53545
Washington, DG
20250-0501

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 19, 2004, on behalf of your constituent,
Mr. Dale Noble of Burlington, Wisconsin, concernin

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Again, thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

R,

John A. Johnson
Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs

c¢c:  The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901
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August 28, 2004

Ms. Mary Waters

Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations

U.S. Department of Agriculture

213 A Whitten Building 05-4258883
1400 Independence Ave. S.W. F S A
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

[ was recently contacted by a constituent, Charles Paul of Whitewater, Wisconsin,
regarding

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done — conststent with all laws and regulations — to assist Charles and his family
in resolving this problem by ensuring that this matter receives your full, fair and prompt
consideration.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 216971. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
District Director, Ms. Tremmel, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely

TGSPOI'ISC.
ul Ryan -
Member of Congress
Enclosure
JANESVILLE KENQSHA RACINE
CONESTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SouTH MAIN STREET, SuITE 10 5712 TTH AVENUE 304 STH STREET
JanESVILLE, W 53545 KENOSHA, WI 53140 RacCINE, WI 53403

{608} 752-4050 . Fax: (608 7524711 12621 654-191 . Fax: (262) 654-2156 {2621 BA7-0B10 | Fax:{262) 637-5889

PRINTED DN RECYCLED PAPER
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WASHINGTOM OFFICE: _ . SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIML SECURITY
w7 ianen o e Congress of the United States
o BHouse of Representatives s e oo
N TERCET poa HOUSE SOUTYAN @lashington, BE 20515—4901 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form
Name: Chov l €L g PGLUL[ E-Mail:

adaress: R
City and zip Code: A
Phone Number (Home) SNSRI 7o

Social Security Number: Veteran’s Number :

Agency Involved: Uus DA‘
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**Privacy Act Release™*

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from proper officials regarding the matter described above. Congressman Ryan is
authorized b to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed,; Date:

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan
20 South Main Street. Suite 10
Janesville, W1 53545
Phone: (608) 752-4050
toll-free in Wisconsin — 1-888-909-RY AN (7926)
Fax: (608) 752-4711

*** Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you anthorize aceess to your private records. Your
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.
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Control Number: 4258883

USDA

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Farm and Foraign
Agricultural
Services

Farm Service
Agency

1400 Independence
Ave, SW

Stop 0501
Washington, DC
20250-0501

S

= | .

ocT 21 2004
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, United States House
of Representatives
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 28, 2004, on behalf of your constituent,
Mr. Charles Paul

Again, thank you for writing. I regret that my response could not be more favorable,

Sincerely,

Gorally

John ANJohnson
Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs

cC

The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515-4901
USDA is an Equal Cpportunity Employer .



Control Number: 4259124

PAUL RYAN

18T DisTRICT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON QFEICE:
1217 LoNGWORTH House OFACE BLILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 205154501
1202} 225-30N
Fax: (202) 225-3393

Congress

TOLL-FREE: 1-385-503-AYAN
INTERNET: WWwWwW. HOUSE.GOVRYAN

Ms. Mary Waters

Asistant Secretary for Congressional
U.S. Department of Agriculture

213 A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave. S.W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

Boust of Representatives
w:lﬁb*ngttm, BE 205154901

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SoCIaL SECURITY

of the Enited States

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

pugust 19, 2004

Relations

05-4259124
APHIS

I was recently contacted by al

constituent, Darlene Yeager of

Enclosed please find a copy

f the materials she sent me, which further detail her

concerns and questions, I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to
determine if anything can be done -|consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist

JANESVILLE

ComMsSTITUENT SEAVICES CENTER
20 SouTh MaiN STREET, SuiTe 10
JanesvilLe, Wi 53545
{608) 7624060 . Fax: |603) 752-4711

Darlene in resolving this problem by addressing her questions and concerns. (Please note
that I have also sent a copy of Darlepe’s request to her State elected official, so that they
can assist her in addressing her condens about state statutes and regulations pertaining to
the care of dogs at dog farms or by breeders.)

Please address your responsg to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 218595. My Janesville offipe address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545, Should you have any questions about this request, my
District Director, Ms. Tremmel, can be contacted at (608) 752-4059.

Again, thank you for your agsistance in this matter, | look forward to your timely
response.
Sincer
Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
Enclosure
KENOSHA

ConsTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5712 7TH AVENLE
KEMGSHR, W 53140
262) 54-1301 . Fax: {262) 654-2156

FRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 6TH STREET
Racing, Wi 53403
{262} G37-G510 . Fax: 1262} 837-5689



August 8, 2004 AR 19 9 2008

Dear Representative Paul Ryan

WHD WILL SAVE US??
We are so thirsty. Our wateg hot and then it is frozen and dirty. We are so

hungry, never enough to eat; wg have never seen a foy we don't know what a toy
is. Our feet have never touched the grass, we have no room to sit or lie down or
sometimes stand and our bodigs are always being bit by flies, mosquitoes and
tics. We are full of infections and tumors in our ears, eye, rectums, genitals and
feet. Qur limbs are broken, ouf jaws are broken and some of us have no teeth.
Even if we do our gums bleed from the rock hard food. We have nobody to hold
or comfort us in our pain, we are not worthy of any veterinary care. We cowl and
shudder with no relief. We fear the miller and the 2 X 4 board he carties, who will
save us liwe will save you. e hear your cries deep in the woods where ali
these dirty deeds are carried aut, we the good people are coming for you one
and all. We promise not to purchase your babies from pet shops or malls
anymore. We will speak out you. We cry for you pray for you. We

CPY

1 am writing to you regarding|the vast number of dogs that are being abused

everyday in this entire country iJr puppy mills. A puppy mili defined is a breeding
kennel for the sole purpose of supplying dogs to pet stores across the country.
There are laws on the books that are not being enforced. | am enclosing

information on the daily torture of these dogs for you to read for yourself, and

plteading with you to help me the dogs. Please Representative Paul Ryan
institute and enforce the laws {q stop interstate transporting of these animals as
many as half are dying during the transport process often without any food, water
or adequate ventilation. We neIed to monitor closely the mills within out own

state that are currently are not heing reguiated or ever inspected for compliance.




I know you will act upon this and 1 thank you in advance, but the dogs thank you

even rmore.

Sincerely,
Darlene Yeager

Enclosures:
Information from www.puppymillrescue.com website
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WHERE DO PET STORE PUPPIES CQME FROM?
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The majority of the puppies sold i pet stores come from breeding farms called puppy
mills. These dog farms typically keep dozens or hundreds of dogs in tiny, filthy pest and
feces infested crates their entire lives, producing litter after litter. They rarely receive
veterinary care, exercise, or love, Many of the puppies produced by these places have
genetic defects and heaith problems$ related to the conditions they are raised in. Most of
them will die young. By purchasing a dog from a pet store, you are creating a demand
for these puppy millers to supply and are supporting their cruefty and mistreatment of
dogs. Please consider adopting a dgg from a sheiter. Remember...every time a puppy is
purchased in a pet store, a pound puppy may be killed.

This severely mainourished dog is likely the parent of hundreds of puppies sold in pet
stores across the US,

Below is an example of the size cade a typical puppy mill dog is confined to 24/7. This
injured puppy mill dog cannot stand on his foot, yet receives no care:

hitp://www.mydog8it.com/doghouse/puppy miils.htm 3/8/2004
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photo| from www.peta.com

IMAGINE LIFE AS A DO& IN A PUPPY MILL

Imagine spending your whole life barefoot on a wire floor. Your feet are always bloody
and sore, There are three other pepple sharing your tiny cage with you, When you go to
the bathroom, it collects on the grqund underneath you and is left there indefinitety. The
stench makes you sick. Your only| protection from the sun, rain, wind, and snow is a
torn tarp that dangles over the top|of your cage. You are constantly forced to breed, and
your children are taken from you gnd sold, except for the babies that die from lack of
proper care. Many of your babies |will die on their way to pet stores due to illness or
because they are too young to eat] on their own. More wiil die once they get to the pet
stores as a result of inadequate fare, fear, loneliness, and disease, Your body aches
from having so many children and not getting any exercise. You are exhausted, starving
and sick. The large male that shares vour cage won't let you eat or drink, and attacks
you when you try. The only food ypu get is stale and moidy anyways. You have infected
bites and scratches all over your vy, and fiies are constantly swarming around your
face and eyes. You are always afraid. You may die this month, from any of a number of
ailments, If not, you might wish you did. You will die young - whether from neglect and
abuse or from being shot when yoy no ionger produce babies to sell. You will die alone,
and many of your children will expgrience the same fate. You have never known love or
the freedom of running through an open field with your best friend. Here there are only
enemies, The USDA, who is respgnsible for maintaining heaithy standards in breeding
mifls, ignores your misery becaude they are more concerned about making sure the
farmers are making enough money. They are actually the ones who advised farmers to
start farming puppies in the first place. The only way you will every be set free is if all
the people out there stop buying your babies from pet stores to put the puppy farmers
out of business...

Should any living being be forced to live like this?

hitp://fwww.mydog8it.com/doghouse/puppy_mills htm 8/8/2004
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Please e-mail your Senators and

stand for this kind of animal abuse.

Page3 of 4

Reprasentatives to let them know we will no longer
You can easily find their names & e-mail addresses

at www.mrsmith.com A few monjents of your time will make all the difference in the

world to the thousands of suffering

dogs across the US,

Feei free to copy and paste the following request in your e-mail:

I am writing to et you know

that I find the conditions of dog breeding farms

commonly called "puppy mills" to be abhorrent, disgusting, and abusive. I
am concerned that the USPA standards for the proper care of dogs in
breeding farms are nat set high enough and are not regularly enforced. I am

urging you to please do all
suffering of the thousands
your time and consideration.

THE AKC PLAYS A MAJOR ROLE I}

ou can to raise the standards and help end the
f dogs trapped in these farms. Thank you for

N KEEPING PUPPY MILLS RUNNING

Please take another momeant to e-mail the AKC and ask them to stop registering pet

store puppies that are pr
http://www.akc.org/akc/contact_a

bduced
kc.cfm If puppy millers could not register their

in  puppy mills by clicking here:

genetically defective, sick, neglected dogs, they would be instantly out of business. Who

would pay thousands of dollars for

a mutt in a pet store window?

The AKC will tell you that it is not their job to enforce the law and they are doing all they

can. This is just a poor excuse -
every year from puppy mills, an

they are making thousands, if not millions of dollars

they have the power to shut them down almost

instantly. It's sad that an organization that is supposed to care so deeply about the
quality of each breed of dog is making money off the suffering of so0 many. Their pockets

may be lined, but they are defini
animal abuse and they can help by

THREE OTHER SIMPLE THINGS Y(¢
1.
2. Buy your pet supplies from &

3. and spread the newsi

Thank you to the following web 4
of these horrible conditions ang
themselves:

il

= wWww.helppuppies.co

~»Prisoners for Profit -

T

m

ely dirty. Let them know it is everyone's job to stop

refusing to register puppy milt dogs.

DU CAN DO:

Adopt a dog from a shelter of get your puppy from a responsible breeder.

store that doesn't sell puppies or kittens.

ites and organizations for helping to inform everyone

for fighting for the dogs who cannot fight for

- Info on Pet Stores and Puppy Mills

Info on Puppy Milis

_mills.htm 8/8/2004




ret Stores; Pet Store Puppies and Puppy Mil|ls Pet Store Puppy Page 4 of 4

-+Stop-Puppy-Mills.com

- More Info on Pet Store Puppies

~www.hua.org - Heartg United for Animals

*www.peta.org - Anim

~Maureen's Puppy Mills

-+ BARK Info on Puppy Zil![iills

Piease distribute the above inform

al Rights Organization

s Pages

ion to as many peocple as possible. If we can reach

more people we can help stop the cfuelty and neglect. Thank you for caring.

[ home ] [ puppy mills ] [ t
[ breeders ] [ before you brg

o RADK  WEXT P

ortured ] [ you paid for it ] [ puppy care ]
ed ] [ behavior ] [ a great day ] [ samson ]

[ delilah ] [ mowgli ] [ harley ] [ tequila ] [ our friends ] [ reptiles ]

LW

[ links ]
2

All the information found on this web page is the sole opinion of the webmaster of

this site. Statements made on th
breeder and webmaster makes ng

is page do not refer to any specific pet store or
ciaim as to where any specific store receives it's

puppies, or which breeders/puppy mills do not maintain healthy conditions foi

their dogs. All photos are the prop

http://www.mydog8it.com/doghouse/pupp

erty of their copyright owners,

v

_miils htm 8/8/2004
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The stench. She conldi’t believe the steach. Nothing in her life
had prepared her for this. Not the worst run city shelters. Not
the filthiest kennels. Nothing. The smell of stale urine and fresh
Jfeces conld not begin to compare with what she now faced. Her
eves smarted. Her pose birned. Her brain fried to prdcess the
odor of death; of dving flesh and dying souls. The stink of
humar greed and cruelty permeated the darkest cornors af that
room. Every pore of her body was soaking up all of that stench.
She had te go outside. i

was scheduled to take place in February in Wheaton,

Missouri. She had read about these auctions, Never
did she imagine herself attending one. A recent article by a
woman who routinely rescued dogs from auctions had
fascinated her, and Mary had published it in her magazine.
She used the Intemet to find out more about the upcoming
auction, not yet understanding where this path would lead,
or why she felt compelled to follow it. The intemet inquiries
brought her in fouch with someone who had rescued more
than 2000 dogs from puppy mills and auctions. Gther
people with experience in the dark under-workings of
the commercial dog market were advising her, and
she became conscious of the fact that she was
thinking of geing to a dog auction.

Ih January, Mary Magee heard about a dog ati.lction that

Four days later, she learned about three
Whippet bitches being offered at the
auction. Mary's breed. A breed rarely
seen in pet store cages in the past,
but starting to appear more
frequently now. Every time a
Whippet is found in a pet store, it
sparks a heated discussion on the
Internet Whippet lists. Kind but
misguided people want to purchase the
puppy from the pet store to “rescue” it. More
experienced people beg that no one buy the pup,
each sale only serves ta make pet stores order more
Whippets. The real rescuers know that the breeding stock
that produce pet store puppies live in unspeakably horrid
conditions, and every pet siore puppy sale condeémns more
breeding stock to that fate. And now three b:tches believed

the Whigpet Watch

written by Patience Renandli

o be less than two years old, would be auctioned to the
highest bidder in an audience of commerciat breeders.
The pet stores would have a great supply of Whippet
puppies in the near fiture.

So Mary was going to a dog auction. On February
17* in Wheaton, Missouri, a thirteen-hour drive from
her home, Mary Mages was going to a dog auction.

She contacted Peggy Bush, the irascible national presidemnt
of Whippet Rescue. Mary's intemet research had also ied
her to the stark reality that she would need financial help to
be able to purchase all three of the Whippets, and though
she hated to ask, she knew Peggy was the first stop. Mary
feared she might have a fight on her hands, but Peg knew
the impostance of keeping three young Whippet bitches out
of the grip of puppy millers. With Peggy’s blessing and the
approval of the Board of Directors of the American Whippet
Club, Mary feit the tremendous relief of not having to face
leaving any of the young Whippels behind. But she was
already thinking about leaving the auction with the hounds in
hand, and she still had a very long way to go to get there.

It was time to calt on other good friends and Whippet
lovers for their help. Ron Boutelle agreed to meet
 Mary in Wheaton to give what turned out to be
tremendous moral support and to help in any way he
could. Ron and his wife Cheri are very active in
Whippet Rescue and are rarely without a foster
rescue Whippet in their home. Jamie Henry’s initial
reaction was that buying the Whippets would be
“putting maney into the bad guys’ pockets,” but he
agreed to help Mary with the drive, and would be
by her side in case of problems. Halfway through
the trip, they stopped at Marilyn Harvey's house for
a rest. They had started out immediately after work
on Friday and at Marilyn's home Jamie took a much-
needed nap. Mary was wound too tight to sleep, and
was grateful that Marilyn stayed up and listened to alf of
her conoerns about the auction.

They resumed the drive at 2:30 AM. They took hums resting in
the back of the van while the cther drove, As they approached

te Jonuory~February & Manch~April 200



the tiny town of Wheaton, their apprehension became
palpable. They met Ron in a littie “Ma and Pa”
convenience store, where they realized what a close
knit commumity they were in. “You goin’ to the
auction?” the cashier queried, eying them with
suspicion. “We don't want no trouble here. You belong
to one of them animal groups?” Eyes around the store
peered their way. “No.” Choking on the words, they
said they were commercial breeders, iocking to get
into some new breeds. it made Mary sick to her
stomach. After getting cut of the store, Ron gave her a

hug.

The lithle group arrived at Southwest Auctions, a
livestock farm/holding/auction center, and the
number of people who were there for the auction
left them dumfounded. There was a guard with a
radio, gun, and handcuffs as they pulled into the
long drive to the parking lot. Another guard, also
with a radio, gun, and handcuffs was stationed at
the parking lot entrance, Both armed guards
checked for cameras, which were emphatically not
altowed on the premises. Mary parked, noticing the
number of expensive new cars, vans, and motor
homes in the fot.

They faced a plain pole buikding. inside the first
door was the office, the second ... a line to get
catalogs and bidding numbers. The sales staff
added personnel to accommodate the shocking
numbers of bidders. Ron headed for the dog room
to find the Whippets while Mary and Jamie waited
in ine for their bidding number. Ron returned,
visibly shaken, and reported that the Whippets
were very young, and pretty, “they are just babies,”
and that he had to fight the urge to grab them from
the cage and just run. Jamie went to look at the
pups, while Mary found the person wha would do
the actual Whippet bidding. When # is known that a
rescuer is bidding on any dog, the commercial
breeders will bid the dog up to escalate the price. it
is crucial to have someone not easily recognized
as a rescuer to do the bidding. (This person will
remain anonymous, even to the writer, and will not
be mentioned again.) That job completed, Mary
headed to the dog room to get her first gimpse of
the three Whippets.

e walked through the auction room. It had a
high ceiling with a large ventilation duct, and
two large garage doors, opposite each other,

onhe on either side of the building to accommodate
trucks driving through for loading and unloading.

Sfrowm dogs in the

There was a food
vendof producing
smells of hot dogs
and hamburgers.
Another vendor was
openiy

selling bags of Purina

dog food that were clearly
marked “Not for Retail Sale.”
People were chatting and laughing,

visiting and greeting old friends. There were
bannets on the walls advestising The American Pet
Registry, and signs advertising the DoBoTri Kennel,
the broker that was providing the auctioneer service
for the sale. There were more armed guards.

s Mary passed through the small sliding bam

door into the dog room she gasped. {(Oh my

God int heaven, the smell) The dog room had a
low ceiling, which leaked through the drooping
insulation, dripping water directly into the cages.
There were rows and rows of wire cages with wire
bottoms stacked three to four and even five cages
high. Along one wall there were “runs” for large
breeds. These were chain link pens, approximately
five feet high and three feet wide with a trough
running along them to collect excrement. None of
the animals in the room had food or water. There
were multiple dogs in each cage. Only a few had
room to stand in their cage; the rest were crammed
in crouched positions. There were around two
hundred and fifty dogs in that room. {{ad eves. Lost
hope. Eves pleading for release, death, anvthing. Fect
horvibfy deformed from Hife on wire grid cage botioms,
Otifet whimpers.
Peopic laughing
belly laughs.
Children
scampering with
their chifidogs
amd colling 10
their parents.
Urine and feoes

upper cratex
dripping o the
dags helow.
Occasionuily a
growl. That
inescapable smell.)

Mary tried 1o get her wits about her. She didn't want
to show her emotion, to risk everything by being
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having to leave some of the Bostons behind. “!
haven't gotien used to it. | will never get used to it.
Tonight | will be ill. 1 wilt vomit. Pll pace. I' ery. I'll
second-guess myself. | don't know how long | can
do it. But | know | must keep doing it as fong as |
can.”

There was a terrified seven and a haif year old Bull
Mastiff bitch brought out for bidding. She would take
twe trembling steps and drop ta her belly. Two steps
and drop. Two steps and drop. Afl the while the
auctioneer was claiming what a great producer she
was. Tricta was tugging on the big tight chain around
her neck that held the cow tag with her lot number
on it. Two steps and drop. Shaking head to toe.
Sold! No Buli Mastiff rescue person was there.
“Three hundred and fifty dollars for the seven and a
half year old brood bitch.”

champion male Brussels Griffon impotted

from Russia brought $950. Three bull terriers

were sold to one person for $850 a piece.
Auctioneer Bob announced that the English Toy
Spaniel bitch had an underbite and an umbilical
hernia before she sold for $550. There were Jack
Russell Terriers and Japanese Chins. One waman
who the auctioneer referred to on a first name basis
as “Joyce” bought one Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel for $3,450. Most of the crowd was having a
fun time. Parents were letting their children do the
bidding sometimes. People would laugh at
Auctioneer Bob's jokes. The dogs with the tight
chains around their necks and their cowtag lot
numbers kept being dragged in. The door to the dog
room would slide open and there wouki be a brief
but gagging blast of stench. The whines from the
dog room turned to barks and cries, as puppies were
taken from mothers, and littermates were separated
for the first time.

Mary's eyes widened in disbelief as she seen the fist
three of the 13 Bernese Mountain Dogs brought out.
Puppies, little nine month old puppies. The wagged
and wiggled - tried to give kisees tot heir
unreceptive “handiers.” Mary's heart ached as she
watched knowing the pups’ had no idea what their
new lives wouid soon become. Imports brought in
just for this sale. “This one has a level bite,” said the
auctioneer. Bidding was fast and furious.
Commercial breeders bidding left and right — a
rescuer having his price ran, and ran high! “Sold for
$3000 times three.” Prices climbed on some to

$8000! A three month
old male, hernia —
$2250, a female two
maonths old, hamia

-~ $2400, two more
nine month old
females sold together
$6150 times two. {My God! These

These three photos
{far Teft:

Chesish: above:
Libuerty: Leli:
Promiise) show the
lack of comtition
and weakacss of
the rears.

people are phirana!) Two were auctioned sight
unseen! Over $60,000 for one breed, and most
believed to have been purchased and taken into
rescue.

“We have a fine 1999 model here, and see for
yourself, folks, this one is ready right now!™ The little
Llasa was held up in the air, butt facing the bidders,
tail held out of the way, so everyone couid see her
swollen vulva. There were 20 Papillons, two
Pekingese, and then the two Pembroke Welsh
Corgis that brought $650 a piece. Pomeranians and
poodies were in abundance. The poodles were in
partticularly bad shape. Missing teeth, matted coats
soaked with filth. The rat terriers brought bids of $25
to $195.The first french bulidog was brought out, a
tiny palm sized piebald bitch. The auctioneer started
at $500, nothing, down to $300, stilt no bids. “How
about an cpener of $1007" still nothing. Not even a
$25 bid. They were returned to the dog room unsold.

When Mary was a small child she had a dear friend
named Beardsly. Beardsly was an exemplary
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member of the Newfoundiand breed. Mary cringed
when she saw a Hhree-year-okd Newfoundiand bitch
and her two yearling puppies — both bitches — come
through the door, atong with the stench from the dog
room. *Hey, look here, foils. We've got a fine 'S7
moded and two 2000 models, right herel” The mother
walked the walk of the damned, eyes akeady dead,
seemingly unaware of her surroundings. The two
pups were terrified, being dragged by their tight
chains, hysterically struggling. The three of them

. . ‘ L% R
Liberty was very weary of suyibing and agyooe. Pecking around
ihe: crmly in the sbove photo became something commanty seen
by her. Alse nole bow down in pesterns this 17 172 week pup .

were completely saturated with urine from their
“tun.” Auctioneer Bob announced that the mother
“may already be bred” and that two of the three had
“reverse scimsor bites.* The dam wase aoid for $2700
The young bitches want for $1500 and $2450. Al
three to bidder #143. Once agals Mary headed
outside to get herseif iagether. She was trembling,
she couldn't hold back the tears, and her beily was
in a tight hant knot.

T crowd was thinning. The auction had
ataviad at ten o'clock In the moming and it was
fiearing aix. Commercial breederns were lining
up & the office to pay for thelr purchases. The
auctioneer was nearing the end of the alphabet (¥
for Whippet.) Mary's chest tightened. She couldn't get
a deep breath. There wasn't enough air. Her
thoughts were chaotic, circling around the image of
the three lithe Whippet puppies. What was she
thinking? & had to work. Even with the backing of
AWC Rescue, she had a strict imit, and the pricee on
some of the dogs had been astronomical, Those
three Newfoundland bitches had coat $6,650. {Plcase,
dear God, please let me get thern ont. ) Tricia brought out
the Whippets. Bob asked for an opening bid of $500.
More people got up 1o leave. (Breathe, dawmmit!} Bob
asked for an opening bid of $100. Nothing, Do | hear
$75, then?” The bidding started at $75. They were

bidding against the commercial breeder who had
bought a flarge number of the sad iittie poodiss. (Oh,
nol} Back and forth, up t0 $350. (Please, God.) $400.
“Da | haar $4507 | have $400. Aryone, $4507° The
Whippels strained against their tight chains with the
catiie tag lot numbers. The timid one looked peirified.
Tricia looked tired and bored. (Bid, for God's sake, bid!
That’s nat our bid! Jesus, bid!) “1 have $450, now boys,
do | hear $5007° Mary looked at the commercial
braeder, he shook his head. *) have $450. Ars we all
done at $4507 Do | hear $5007 Going once at 3450,
going twice for $450... sold. How many do you warnt
at $4507° (ANl three. We want oll 1hree.) "That's it, folks.
Three Whippets at 3450 a piece.”

After the final breed was auctioned ~ the e
Westies - auctioneer Bob thanked everyore for
attending, reminded the buyers that the seller
guarantees the purchases to be Brucsliosis free for
farty days, and invited all to come to the next sale on
March 3rd.

When their bid had gotien the Whippets, Mary had
feit » gregt sense of relied, siation, and success. The
song “We are the champians™ pounded into her
awareness. But now, standing in Nne with the
commercigl breeders for 20 minutes to pay for the
puppies (cash, checks and all major credit camds
accepied) sha feil overwheaimed with sadness and
fatinue. As happy as she was about getting the
Whippets, she couldn’t block out what she had
witnessed, Tha filth. All of the bitchea in season
whose genitals wers shown to the biiders. The
eyes. Eyes of panic. ayas of death, 2ves of
indifferencs, ayes of greed. AN of those eyes, human
and canine, wouid be hauniing her dreants. How
many eyes had she [ooked into that belonged to
puppy miliers? How many eyes belonged to sad,
scarad ruscuers like her? Never would she be able
10 rid herseif of the mage of thoae three
Newfourdiands. Another wave of npuses passed
right thwough her. She looked up from writing her
check and iooked directly into the eyes of the
commercial breader whom they had outbid 1o get the
Whippets. His hatred burmned through his eyes. She
retumned ivis stare. Time stopped. He knew she was
a rescuer. She knew what he was. She refused to
look away, despite the cold cruelly in his eyes. He
would not win. He looked away. She had won, She
saw the names on the check he was writing to pay
for those pathetic poodies and the other dogs he
had bought. Barry and Kathy Warren. Sorry, Mr.
Warren, this time ihe Whippets hod won!

the W'f‘nippe‘ Wa‘ch * Janocmr‘";s‘lﬂruarq % h“ﬂl"(j‘l“‘%l’it 20




member of the Newfoundland breed. Mary cringed
when she saw a three-year-okd Newfoundiand bitch
and her two yearling puppies — both bitches - come
through the door, aleng with the stench from the dog
room. “Hey, look here, folks. We've got a fine '97
model and two 2060 models, right here!” The mother
walked the walk of the damnhed, eyes already dead,
seemingly unaware of her surroundings. The two
pups were terrified, being dragged by their tight
chains, hysterically struggling. The three of them

s . D D-58

photo Paula Tabor

°3. i Ky Ik N
Liberty was very weary of onything 2ad anyons. Pucking around
the crae in the above photo becasie something commanly sceen
by her. Alse note how down in pasterns this 17 12 week pup is,

were completely saturated with urine from their
“run,” Auctioneer Bob announced that the mother
“may already be bred” and that two of the three had
“reverse scissor bites,” The dam was sold for $2700.
The young bitches went for $1500 and $2450. All
three to bidder #143. Once again Mary headed
outside to get herself together. She was trembling,
she couldn’t hold back the tears, and her belly was
in a tight hard knot.

Te crowd was thinning, The auction had
g

.

tarted at ten o'clock in the morning and i was

nearing six. Commercial breeders were jining
up at the office to pay for their purchases. The
auctioneer was nearing the end of the alphabet. (¥
Jor Whipper.) Mary's chest tightened. She couldn't get
a deep breath. There wasn't enough air. Her
thoughts were chaotic, circling around the image of
the three litthe Whippet puppies. What was she
thinking? It had to work. Even with the backing of
AWC Rescue, she had a strict limit, and the prices on
some of the dogs had been astronomical. Those
three Newfouritand bitches had cost $6,650. (Please,
dear God, please let me gei them out.) Tticia brought out
the Whippets. Bob asked for an opening bid of $500.
More people got up 1o leave. {Breathe. damit!y Bob
asked for an opening bid of $100. Nothing. “Do | hear
$75, then?” The bidding started at $75. They were

bidding against the commercial breeder who had
bought a large number of the sad little poodies. {Oh,
nof) Back and forth, up &0 $350. (Please, God) $400.
“Do | hear $4507 | have $400. Anyone, $4507" The
Whippets strained against their tight chains with the
cattie tag lot numbers. The timid one looked petrified.
Tricia looked tired and bored. (Bid. for God's sake, bid!
That's not or bid! Jesus, bid!) ‘| have $450, now boys,
do | hear $5007" Mary looked at the commercial
breeder, he shook his head. “l have $450. Are we aif
done at $4507 Do | hear $5007 Going once at $450,
going twice for $450... sold. How many do you want
at $4507" (41f three. We want ail three.) *That's &, folks.
Three Whippets at $450 a piece.”

After the final breed was auctioned — the littie
Westies — auctioneer Bob thanked everyone for
attending, reminded the buyers that the seller
guarantees the purchases ta be Brucelkasis free for
forty days, and invited all to come to the next sale on
March 3rd.

When their bid had gotten the Whippets, Mary had
felt a great sense of relief, elation, and success. The
song “We are the champions™ pounded into her
awareness. Buf now, standing in line with the
commercial breeders for 20 minutes to pay for the
puppies (cash, checks and all major credit cards
accepted) she felt overwhelmed with sadness and
fatigue. As happy as she was about getting the
Whippets, she couldn’t block out what she had
witnessed. The filth. AN of the bitches in season
whose genitals were shown to the bidders. The
eyes. Eyes of panic, eyes of death, eyes of
indifference, eyes of greed. All of those eyes, human
and canine, would be haunting her dreams. How
many eyes had she looked into that belonged to
puppy mitlers? How many eyes belonged to sad,
scared rescuers like her? Never would she be able
to rid herself of the image of those three
Newfoundlands. Another wave of nausea passed
right through her. She looked up from writing her
check and koked directly into the ayes of the
commercial breeder whom they had outbid to get the
Whippets. His hatred burned through his eyes. She
retumed his stare. Time stopped. He knew she was
a rescuer. She knew what he was. She refused to
look away, despite the cold crueity in his eyes. He
would not win. He locked away. She had won. She
2aw the names on the check he was writing to pay
for those pathetic poodies and the other dogs he
had bought. Barry and Kathy Warren. Serry, M.
Warren, this time the Whippets had won!

the Whippet Watch » Junumq"-’ﬁ:l;m-]pq & March~Apeit 2000



Control Number: 4259124

Linited States
Department of
Agricuiture

Animat and
Plant Hoalth
inspection
[arvice

1400 xiependence
Avenue, SW
Washisiglon:, DC
20250

USDA
=

NOV 122004

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suaite 10

20 South Main Street

Janegviile, Wisconsin 53545

Pear Congressman Ryan:

Thauk you for vour letters on behalf of Mr. Dale Nobie and Ms. Darlence Yeager
concerning our Agency's regulation of commercial dog breeding facilitics under the
Animal Welfare Act (AWA). We sincerely regret the delay in responding.

We share vour constituents” concorn for the welfare of animals in these facilities and
assure vou that our Agency works hard to ensure thewr protection. In enforcing the AWA,
we require people who breed dogs and cats at the wholesale level and the wholesale
dealers whe supply these animals to retail pet stores to be heensed with us, These people
are required to meet the minimur standards of care established by our Agency,
Accordingly. they must provide their animals with veterinary care, a balanced diet, clean
amd structurally sound housing, proper ventilation and sanitation, and protection from
extrenies of weather and temperature, among other things. In addition, we reguire
frcensed breeders (o employ a full-time veterinarian or arrange for a private veterinarian
to make regularty scheduled visits to their facilities, 1f the attending veterinarian finds
defictencies in care or management practices that may be jeopardizing the health of the
animals, the breeder would be expecied to follow the veterinarian’s recommendations.
We must point out, however, that breeders who sell their animals directly to customers
are not regulated by the 1.8, Department of Agriculture (USDA); typically, these
individuals fall undey the purview of State and iocal governments.

Our Animal Care officials conduct unannounced inspections (o ensure that facilities

are maintaining the minimum standards of animal care established under the law. If an
mspection reveals deficiencies in meeting the AWA standards, the inspector instructs the
facility operator to correct the problems within a given time frame. If deficiencies remain
uncorrected, we document the problems and consider enforcement action. In cases where
the violations are relatively minor, a licensee may be required to pay a smaller penalty

or make specific mprovements to therr facilities and the care provided to their animals,
In cases of scrious or repeat violations, penalties may inchude move substantial fines,
cease-and-desist orders. and heense revocations or suspensions.
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The Honorable Paul Ryan
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Our Agency has undertaken numerous regulatory measures {o further ensure that animals
covered by the AWA receive the care they deserve. For example, in recent years our
Agency bas published several riles amending the requirements for the care and treatmeni
of dogs and cats m the commercial pet trade. These rules prohibit the permanent
tethering of dogs as a primary means of enclosure and require that certain wire floors be
coated to improve comfort and eliminate foot injuries to dogs and cata. Qur Agency has
also published a proposed rule which, if finalized, would require regulated facilities to
keep more detailed medical records to hetter ensure that their animals receive adequate
veterinary care. Most recently, our Agency wssued a final rule that revises and clanfies the
AWA licensing requirements for breeders (Including commercial dog breeders), dealers,
and exhibitors: the procedures for applying for hcenses and renewals; and the restrictions
upon the acguisition of dogs and other regulated animals. We are enclosing copies of the
final rute, “Animal Welfare; Inspection, Licensing, and Procurement of Animals,” for
Mr. Nable and Ms. Yeager's reference.

Your constituents may also be interested to learn that our Agency makes efforts to
educale cominercial dog breeders about the proper care and treatment of their animals.
During the pasi several years, we have worked with various State departments of
agricuhture and local colleges of veterinary medicine to host canine care workshops in
several Slates. These workshops are designed to assist pet breeders in enhancing the
health and weil-being of their dogs: topics have included neonatal care and kennel design.
In educating commercial dog breeders, we hope to promote the overall welfare of their
animals,

We apprectate the opportunity to explain our efforts and hope this information 13
reassuring. For more information about our AWA enforcement activities, your
constituenis may wish to visit our Web site at www aphis.usda.gov/ac/,

Sincercly,

wuah«ﬁk

W. Ron DeHaven
Administrator

2 Enclosures



Control Number; 4261109

Congress of the Enited States
THashington, DE 20518

September 29, 2004

Mzr. Joshua E. Bolten

g;‘rﬁec‘::;o c:f Management and Bud#;ct 06-42 6 1 1 09

725 17th Street, NW
Washingtonf;).c., 20503 APH' S

Dear Dirsctor Bolten:

As the Office of Management and Budget works to draft the Administration’s fisca) year 2006
budget request, we urge you to provide sufficient funds so that the Departments of Agriculture
and Interior can fully implement actions outlined in the Plan for Assisting States, Federal
Agencies, and Tribes in Managyng Chronic Wasting Disease in Wild and Captive Cervids (Plan)
that was presented to Congress

Chrortic wasting disease (CWD) is a progressive, degenerative disease of the central nervous
system that infects deer and el in states across the country, A number of federal agencies, state
wildlife management agencies; tribal govemments, and private organizations have worked
together 1o address the challenes presented by this disease. Progress has been made on
surveillance, management, resparch, and information dissemination regarding this discase, as
was reported in a progress repprt drafted by the Agriculture and Interior Departments and the
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies on implementation of the Plan. We are
attaching a copy of this for yopr information.

More funds are needed to coninue these worthwhile efforts. First, we continue to urge OMB to
finalize the Plan. A national strategy is acutely needed to manage a disease that does not respect
state borders. Also, the progress report provides a number of concrete recommendations that
have been identified as “critiqal for CWD control efforts,"and we urge you to provide adequate

funds to fully implement these recommendations in the fiscal year 2006 budget.
‘We thank you for your attent{on ta this important matter, and we look forward to working with
you.
Sincerely,
Russ Feingold “ Wayne A;%d'
sop " CI05NTHEd ¥OLIVNES $242 V3T 207 XVA 9SiLT  10/62/80
(v J0 T ofied) 9€:85:2) 6Z/60/H00T STLT ¥TT €OT ‘w0l PINOD Hod eiA Xegheiey 01
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Paiil Ryan Bob Beauprez

cc:  Ann Veneman, Secretary of Agriculture
Gale Norton, Secretary|of the Interiot
Marcus Peacock, Assotiate Director for Natural Resource Programs
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Control Number:; 4261670

-

Longress pf the Enited States
THaghington, BL 20515

Sdptember 29, 2004

Mr. Joshua B. Bolten

Director 06'426 1 670
Office of Management and Budget

725 17th Street, NW APHIS
Washington, D.C., 20503

Dear Director Bolten:

As the Office of Management and Budg&et works to draft the Administration’s fiscal year 2006
budget request, we urge you to provide fufficient funds so that the Departments of Agriculture
and Interior can fully implement actiong outlined in the Plan for Assisting States, Federal
Agencies, and Tribes in Managing Chrnic Wasting Disease in Wild and Captive Cervids (Plan)
that was presented to Congress.

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a prpgressive, degenerative disease of the central nervous
system that infects deer and elk in state} across the country. A number of federal agencies, state
wildlife management agencies, tribal g¢vernments, and private organizations have worked
together to address the challenges presqnted by this disease. Progress has been made on
surveillance, management, research, information dissemination regarding this disease, as
was reported in a progress report drafted by the Agriculture and Interior Departments and the
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies on implementation of the Plan. We are
attaching a copy of this for your infornjation.

More funds are needed to continue thege worthwhile efforts. First, we continue to urge OMB to
finalize the Plan. A national strategy i} acutely needed to manage a disease that does not respect
state borders. Also, the progress reporf provides a number of concrete recommendations that
have been identified as “critical for CWD control efforts,”and we urge you to provide adequate
funds to fully implement these recommendations in the fiscal year 2006 budget.

We thank you for your attention to thig important matter, and we look forward to working with
you

Sincerely,

flm ol | ' howe S

Russ Feingold | Wayne A/ll/ard
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Control Number: 4264291

PAUL RYAN

15T DISTRCT, WASCONSIN

WASHINGTON QFFICE:
1217 LongwoATH House OFFice BuiLoing
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-4901
{202) 226-3031
Fax: (202} 226-3393

TOLL-FREE: 1-888-308-AYAN
INTERNET: WWW.HOUSE.GOVARYAN

Ms. Mary Waters

Conqress of the Anited States
1bouge of Wepresentatives
Washington, BE 205154901

QOctober 20, 2004

Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations

U.S. Department of Agniculture
213 A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave. S'W.
Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON  SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

05-4264291
APHIS

This is in further regard to my letters to you of August 19, 2004, concerning Dale
Noble, and August 19, 2004, regarding Darlene Yaeger. I have enclosed copies of my
previous inquiries for your reference.

It has now been over two months since I have submitted these inquiries, and 1
have not yet received your replies. 1 want to bring this matter to your immediate
attention and ask that you do everything possible — consistent with all laws and
regulations — to expedite a final response to my inquiries.

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my District Director,
Ms. Tremmel, at (608) 752-4050.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated.

Enclosure

JANESVILLE

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SoutH Main STREeET, Sute 10
JANESVILLE, WI 53545
{608} 752-4050 . Fax: [B0B) 792-4711

w1

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

KENCSHA
ConsTITUENT SEAVICES CENTER
6712 7TH AVENUE
KENOSHA, WI 53140
{262) 6541901 . Fax: (262) 664-2166

FRINTED O RECYCLED PAPER

RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
304 6TH STREET
RaciNg, W 63403
1262) 637-0510 . Fax: |262} 6375689



Control Number: 4277190

USDA
=

United States APR 12 2005

Department of

Agriculture

Farm and Foreign ~ 11€ Honorable Paul Ryan
Agricultural Member, United States House
Services of Representatives

Farm Service 304 6™ Street

Agency Racine, Wisconsin 53403
1400 Independence

g;":‘; 3‘5’;’], Dear Congressman Ryan:
Washington, DC

202500501 Thank vou for your letter of March 11, 2005, on behalf of your constituent,

I - cssin her concers with the Rock
County Farm Service Agency (FS4) Ofice DGR

Again, thank you for writing. I appreciate the opportunity to address Ms. Waite’s
concerms.

cc: The Honorable Paul Ryan
U.S. House of Representatives
1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer




Control Number: 4278845

. PAULC RYAN COMMITTEE ON
15T DISTRICT, WiSCONSIN WAYS AND MEANS
WASHINGTON OFFICE: SUBCOMMITTEE OGN SOCIAL SECURITY

1217 LoNawonT Houss Orrice Butome Congress of the United States
1202) 225-3031 SUBCOMMITTEE ON

Fax: (202) 225-3390 THousge of Repregentatives " SELECT REVENUE MEASURES
INTERNET. Warw HOUSE GOVIRYVAN Waghington, BE 20515—4901 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
April 7, 2005
R |
Ms.Mary Wateds. = ,
GSéS%rgpiczn@m -gmzmml Relations 0 5 _ 42 7 8 8 4 5
iaTemats AMS

Washington, DC 20250-0001

Dear Ms. Waters:

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Mr. Neal Butcher of Janesville, Wisconsin,
regarding questions he has pertaining to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything can be
done — consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Mr. Butcher in finding answers for his
questions.

Please address your response to my Racine office and reference my file number 241976,
My Racins office address is 304 6" Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 53403. Should you have any
questions about this request, my Office Administrator, Scott Rausch, can be contacted at (262)
637-6510.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely

response.
Sinc s
Paul Kyan
Member of Congress
JANESVILLE _ ' KENOSHA RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER ’ CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CoNSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SouTtH Man STREET, Sume 10 5712 7TH AVENUE . 304 6TH STREET
JanESWILLE, W] 53545 KENOSHA, W! 63140 Racivg, Wi 53402

1608} 7524060 . Fax: (603} 752-4711 {262) 654-1901 | Fax: {262) 654-2156 1262) 6370510 . Fax: (262) 637-5689
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER -
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Congress of the Enited Stateg
Tashington, B¢ 20515
July 27,2005
The Honomble Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agricultare
United States Depastment of Agriculture 35-4285832
14th and Independence, W
Washington, DC 20250 FSA
Dear Secretary Johanns,

We irge you to expedite the review of Wiscopsin’s request for federal disaster
declarations for 31 pounties that sustained significant forage crop and winter wheat losses
dus to winterkill during last winter, Purther, we request your assistance in quickly
comsidering any future requests for disaster designations presenied by the State of
Wisconsin. '

Mother Nature has not been kind to Wisconsin faomers so far this year. During the
winter months, weather conditions were such that many farmers® alfalfa, forage stands and
winter wheat were damaged or even killed. Many Hivestock producers had hoped to
recover with promisiog weather in the spring and suminer, but insteed the rains have been
gparse in many parts of the state. While many losses could still be averted if the weather
improves, the entire state is now abnormelly dry, with many areas already experiencing
moderate or severs drought, according to the U.S. Dropght Monitor.

We are very concemed about the hardship caused by this winter’s losses aad the
poizntial for even more damage this summer. In response (o these severs weather
conditions, the governor requested federal disaster declarations earlier this month for 31
‘Wiscopsin counties; Barron, Brown, Burneit, Catumet, Clark, Dodge, Door, Fopd du Lac,
Green Lake, Kenozhs, Kewsunee, Manitowoc, Marathon, Murinette, Milwankee, Oconto,
Outagamie, Ozauker, Polk, Racine, Rusk, Sawyez, Shawano, Sheboygan, Walworth,
Washburn, Washington, Wankesha, Waupaca, Wanshara and Winnebago. We wrge you to
expedite the review and consideration of this request in oxder to provide much necded
federal assistance to our siate’s farmers.

Farther, if the drought conditions persist and the governor makes additional disaster
requests, we urge you 1o expedite your review of thess as well,

PRINTERR M RETCYELED PaFER
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On behalf of farmers in Wisconsin who have suﬁere:iefmm dlsastmus weather
conditions during this past year, we thank you for your atiention 16 this tmportant matier.

Sincerely,
Sl & Ozl M /{?M
Senator Russell D. Feingold Semator Herb Kohl

- f’Zﬁ ‘,,ﬁlw . {.‘,_:;g,_ -

Congressmar Marflzfﬁxy’m

2 B

'Congrcsﬁoman Tammy Baldwi

(R

Congressmen Paul D. Ryl Congress ren S. Moore




USDA
=
Unlited States Department of Agricoiture

Ulfice of the Secratary
Washington, LT, 20250

The Honorable Paul . Ryan

U.S. House of Represenlatives

1113 Longworth House Office Butlding
Washington, DL.C. 20515

Dear Congreasman Ryan

On behalf of Secretary Johaons, thank you for your letier of July 27, 2005, jomtly signed by vour
colleagues, supporting a request for 3 Seoretarial disasier designation for countics in Wisconsin
becaase of adverse weather conditions.

Unfortanately, the Depantiment of Agricalivre (USDA) did not recelve o request in July 2003
from Govamor Jim Dovle for a Seoretarial disaster declaration for Wisconsin, However, on
Angust 30, 2005, USDA received two reguestys for a disaster declaration from Governor Dovie
The first letter, dated Augnst 17, 2005, reguested 31 counties be declared disaster areas dus to
winterkill losses to forage and winter wheat that ocourred from January through May 2005, A
second letler, dated August 28, 2008, requested that three couniies be declared disaster areas due
to tornadoes and severe storms that damaged corn, tabaces, and other crops that occurred on
August 18, 20405,

USDA will review the requests as vxpeditionsty as possible to detenmine whether these counties
suffered a M-percent or greater 1oss to one or more crops. Once a deternunation 15 made, you
will be promptly notified.

You may be assured that USDA will continue 0 use every available resource fo assist farmers
and ranchers affected by natural disasters and provide this assistance as expeditiousy as
possible.

Again, thank vou for your leticr. A similar leticr 1s heing sent to your colleagues.

Smeerely,

N

B, Penn
Under Seerciary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services

An Bount Gppoririy Bnpiops:
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PAULRYAN

451 DisTaicT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGEDN DFRICE:

" 1217 LonawoRTH House OFsice BunniNG.

WasHINGTON, DC 205154801
{202) 225-3031
Faoc: [202) 225-3383

TOLL-FREE: 1-B2B-B0%RYAN ,
INTERNET: WWW. HOUSE.GOVRYAN -

Ms. Mary Waters

" Congress of the United States

" Thonse-of Repregentatives
Whnshington, BL 20515-4901 |

June 13, 2005

Asistant Secretary for Congressional Rclanons
U.S. Department of Agriculture

213 A Whitten Building o
1400 Independence Ave. S.W. :
Washington, DC 20250-0001

- DearMs: Waters

COMMITTEE ON "
WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
SELECT REVENUE MEASURES

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

This is in further regard to my letter to you of Apnl 29, 2005 concerning Ms.
Pamela Garelli. Ihave enclosed a copy of my previous mqmry for your reference

[t has now been over one month and [ have not yet received your reply [ want to
bring this matter to your immediate attention and ask that you do everything possible —
" consistent with all laws and regulanons to expedlte a final response to my mqulry

Should you have any questions about this, please contact my Office

Administrator, Scott Rausch, at (262) 637-0510.

Your prompt attention to this matter would be most appreciated. -

Enclosure ..

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SoutH Man STREET, SUITE 10
FIANESVILLE, Wi B354
(EQ@) TH2-4050 . Fax; [60B) 7524711

Ay

P

Sincerely,

wl

Paul Ryan-
Member of Congress

. KENOSHA

 CoNsTITUENT SERVICES CENTER T
E712 TTH AvENUE

f KEnGEHS, W1 B340

1262) 654-1901 . Fax: (262) 654-2156
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RACINE
CONSTITUENT SEAVICES CENTER
304 67H STREET
RaciNg, Wi 53403
1262 637-0510 . Fax: |262) 637-5630
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"PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON

45T DISTRICT, WISCONSIN - . : WAYS AND MEANS
. WASHINGICN QFFICE: - F - ’ SUBCOMMIYTEE ON S0CIAL SECURITY
o, D 208 st Congress of the United States S -
- - LV ECOMMITTEE ON .
Fa;ﬁizlgfg;:gg;ss _ . %uuﬁg ﬂf ﬁgp[‘gggntatlh (44 - ) Saec:', REVENUE MEASURES
INTERNET- AWWHOUSE GOVIRYAN TWashington, BE 20515—4901 JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
April 29, 2005
" Ms. Mary Waters

Asistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture

213 A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave. S.W.

Washington, DC 20250-0001

VIA FAX — URGENT REQUEST
Dear Ms, Waters: '

I was recent] y contacted by a constituent, Ms. Pamela Garelli of Milton,
. Wisconsin, regarding the

4

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done — consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Ms. Garelli in resolving
this problem. - ' '

Please address your response to my Racine office and reference my file number
'241956. My Racine office address is 304 6" Street, Racine; Wisconsin, 53403. Should
you have any questions about this request, my Office Administrator, Scott Rausch, can be
contacted at (262) 637-0510.

JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE

ConsTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CANSTITUENT SEAVICES CENTER
20 SouTH MAv STREET. SUITE 10 . ' 8712 TTH AVENUE 04 6TH STREET
JAMESVILLE, W 53845 . ' KENGSHA, WI 53140 RaCing, Wi 53403
{608} 7524050 . Fax;: [G08) 752-4711 1262) 854-1201 . Fauc |262) 654-2156 {262) 637-0510 . Fax: (262) 837-5683
PRINTED O& RECYCLED PAPER




~ Again, thank you for
response.

Enclosure

your assistance in this matter. 1 look forward to your timely

Sincerely,

o 4

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
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o e Congress of the Anited States

{202) 226303 ) - SUBCOMMITTEE 0 .
Fax: (202) 226-3393 Pouse of Representatives Sea£cT Acvens Meagunes |
X
T -FREE: 1-888-909-RYAN . N
INTERNET. WWW HOUSE GOVRYAN ~ WHaghington, BE 205154901 _ JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE ;

Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form

Name: y&ﬂl E 2 i é {Eﬁ'&{ E-mail: .
Address _ '
pate of i SN |

City and Zip Code:
Phone Number (Home

Agency Lnvol A?L&m@ﬁ&waw &R, |
éa oz, Mo & Slel 'fl

The Proh em Is: (attach an addmoaal sheet(s) if necessary i

**Privacy Act Release** , |

I request and authorize 1).S, Representative Paul Ryan 1o act on my behalf and to receive
inform: per officials regarding the matier described above. Congressman Ryan is

authgrized by m¢/to receive on my If all correspondence and information about my case.
Date: 0‘{"(7 ?"05/

Please retum this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan :
304 6"l Street - |l
Racine, WI 53403
Phone: (262) 637-0510
Fax: (262) 637-5689 |

Signed:

¥i#% Please note that the Privaey Aet Release requires that you sutborize access o your private records. Your |
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries oo your bebalf,

JANESVILLE KENOSHA . AACINE !
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CEMTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER '
205, Main STREET, SWITE 10 H212 7TH AVENUE 304 §Tn STREET H
JANESVILE, Wi 53545 KeMOSHA, WI 53140 ) Aacing, Wi 53403 K

(8048} 7524050 . Fax: [B0B) 752-4711 {262) 6541901 . Faxe {262) 6342156 {262) 637-0510 . Fax: |282) 537-5689 I
il
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¥ Message for Congressman Ryan:
© Name: M&Q_—_

Address:

Phone num

- oNere, @ " @g s
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To: USDA Rural Development
Centralized Servicing Center
1520 Market Street FC-214
St. Louis, MO. 63103

Re: Account Number(s) [N

Attention: Account Representative

Dear USDA,

.
a e

APR 9 4 2005
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Congress of the Anited States
THashington, BE 20515 -

October 28, 2005

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculure

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In the wake of Hurricane Kairina, Hurricane Rita and other adverse weather
events, UJ.S. confectioners and other sugar-consuming industries are facing a dire
shortage of sugar to keep their production lines tunning and their workers employed. The
continued closure of a major sugar refinery in Chalmette, Louisiana, which suffered
substantial damage from Hurricane Katrina, means that a significant source of :eﬁned
sugar has been temporarily removed from the U.S. market.

This refinery closure has exacerbated an already tight supply of sugar that
requires continuing attention and action on the part of the Department of Agriculture.
USDA should be commended for its response to this situation to date, and we are aware
that you have taken a number of steps aimed at supplying liquidity to the refined sugar
market. However, a number of our constituents own and work for businesses that
continue to have serious problems in procuring sufficient quantities of sugar to operate.

Even though sugar suppliers want to meet their customers’ needs, in some cases
they are unable to do so because sugar is simply unavailable unless users are willing to
pay an astronomical amount for this critical ingredient. Even then, transportation and
logistical problems constrain the system’s ability to get sugar from suppliers to
customers. As the fiscal year proceeds, it will be necessary not only to supply the market
with more refined sugar, but also to increase the amount of raw sugar imported into the
United Srates for refining.

USDA’s “Sugar and Sweeteners Outlook,” released on September 29, 2005,
effectively argues that the U.S. market is in need of more sugar: “...it would seem
probable that raw sugar imports will have to be higher than what is currently shown in the
September WASDE.” This report also notes that year-end beet sugar stocks are at their
lowest amount in 15 vears.

The current U.S. sugar supply deficit is widely expected to persist well into the
future. The Gulf Coast disaster has meant that some sugar suppliers have been unable to
fulfill existing contractual obligations and in other cases, severe rransportation
bottlenecks have limited access to supplies. Unfortunately, temporary plant closures or
other adverse events are possible if the current supply tightness is not rectified by
significant action by USDA. Under these circumstances, it is entical that USDA take

PPENTED OM RECYCLED PAPER
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additional actions within its authority to offset the approximately 90,000 tons per month
of refined sugar output that has been lost while the Lonisiana refinery remains closed.

Therefore, we strongly urge you to announce a substantial increase in both the
raw and refined sugar tariff-rate quotas (TRQs), so sugar imports can offset the loss of
refined sugar from the Louisiana refinery, and so that adequate supplies will be available
to the entire refining sector once the Louisiana facility reopens. By taking such action in :
a timely manner, you will help to ensure a more orderly market that will benefit sugar I
users and consumers alike. '

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look forward to your - ,‘
Tesponse.

Sincerely,

: % KL hv/e t

ark Steven Kirk zny K. Davis
Meinber of Congress

Member of Congress

udy Bigg,
Member of Congress

D GOk

Charles W. Dent
ber of Ca

Thomas M Reynol

M ember of Congress Member of Congress
‘Magtih T. Mechan ~ Edward] %dmkey I ] :'r
Me of Congress '

Lucille al-Allard
Member of Congress

Member of Congress -l

Tim Wdl:;:w‘\
ember of Congress
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& Mark. E. Souder
Member of Congress
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Pau.l R;
Member of Congress
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Georgc'h_/hller
Member of Congress

ord D. Bishop, Jr
ember of Congress

Zach Wamp y
Member of Conpress

Louic Gohmert
Member of Congress
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

OEC 0 12005

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of October 28, 20035, to Secretary Johanns cosigned hy your
collgagues, regarding the U.S. sugar supply in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and
Wilma. | have been asked to reply for the Secretary.

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) recognizes the importance of this matter to
manufaclurers of sugar containing products across the U.S. industry. As noted in your letter,
USDA has already taken actions to facilitate additional supplies of raw and refined sugar to
meet urgent market needs in light of the supply disruptions caused by these hurricanes, We
recognize the impact of the damage to a major refinery in Chalmette, Louisiana. and other
loss of production capacity in the affected areas. We continue (o closely monitor the

U.S. sugar market and industry fundamentals. Should additional sugar be required. USDA
will certainly consider further expansion of sugar imports, as you suggest.

Again, thank you for your letter. A similar reply has been sent to each of your colieagues.
Sincerely.

C@QJ,M&%M

J.B. Penn
Under Seeretary tor Farma and
Forcign Agricultural Serviees

An Enual Opportunty Emplayer
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Control Numbgr: 5110622

Congress of the Anited States
Washington, BE 20515

" November 2, 2005

The Honorable Mike Johanns o o
Secretary of Agriculture - - L,
U.S. Department of Agnculture S ;

1400 Independence Ave, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Joharins: . . oo
We are writing you tb&ay’tb request that USDA éxpedilious_ly 'proinulgéte a rule to permit the
importation of mature cattle for slaughter and the beef products derived from such animals.
Many U.S. beef packers that specialize in the slaughter of older animals still find themselves in
an extremely difficult economic situation because’ cattle more than 30 months of age are not

permitted entry from Canada.

The North American beef industry is best served by eliminating technical barriers to trade. Each
country has a sovereign right to establish regulatlons to ensure food safety and.protect animal

_ health, but for’ too often these regulations are inconsistent with the Organization of Intérnational
'Eplzootlcs (OIE) standards and scientific rationale. We agree with rules that are based on
scientifically sound control and intervention measuses that protect human and animal health,
rather than arbitrary rules that inhibit trade and impose unnecessary costs on a country’s cilizens
and its industries. Establishing a uniform set of rules that are consistent with the OIE guidelines
is a necessary step to restore trade in cattle and beef products among North American tradmg

+ partners and the world.

USDA’s Foreign Animal Disease Advisory Committee subset, the International Review Team
for BSE acknowledged the importance of taking this action when it stated in its report, that the
"U.S. should demonstrate leadership in trade matters by adopting import/export policies in
accordance with intemmational standards, and thus encourage the discontinuation of irrational
trade barriers..."

The U.S. and Canada both require the hygienic removal of all known specified risk materials
from the human food supply, a measure that is intemationally recognized as the most critical in
protecting consumer health. Additionally, mitigation measures have been implemented in
concert for more than 15 years in both countries. No case of the human form of BSE, variant
Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease has ever been linked to eating American or Canadian beef.

Continuing to limit importation of live cattle to those animals less than 30 months and to restrict
the importation of beef products from those animals is without scientific foundation, USDA’s
Veterinary Services’ assessment of its minimal risk rule published in January 2005 properly
concluded that importation of beef from cattle over 30 months was scientifically warranted, yet
USDA unscientifically excluded the importation of older cattle. The resulting economic
inequities continue to adversely impact an important component of the beef industry.

FPRINTED N RECYCLED PAPER
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The Honorable Mike Johanns
November 2, 2005
Page 2 of 2

Under OIE guidelines, cattle and beef trade between the U.S. and Canada is permitted. The
negative economic impact of the border closure has led some beef processing plants to
significantly reduce hours or close indefinitely to absorb the increasing pressure of the current
situation, resulting in job loss, reductions in workers’ take home pay, and plant closures,

Mr. Secretary, adopting a science-based approach to agricultural trade for the North American
market puts us on much stronger ground to demand that other trading partners do the same.
Given the minimal risk of BSE and the agpressive mitigation measures implemented in North
America, we respectfully request that USDA expeditiously promulgate a rule to permit the
importation of mature cattle for slaughter and the beef products derived from such animals.
Thank you for your attention to this matter and we respectfully await your timely response,

Sincerely,

on Sh

Charles W. Dent hn E. Peterson

Charles A. GokrAlez
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United States Department of Agriculture

Oftice of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

DEC 19 205

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

" Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of November 2, 2005, to Secretary Johanns concerning the Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) current import restrictions on Canadian cattle and beef products.

We recognize the economic difficulties that the U.S. meat packing industry has experienced
since the detection of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in Canada. Resuming the
import of Canadian cattle over 30 months of age, and beef products derived from such animals,
is a top rulemaking priority for USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).
APHIS officials have initiated work on the rulemaking and the supporting analyses required,
including a thorough risk assessment, economic analysis, and environmental assessment, among
other things. Once these documents are complete, USDA expects to publish a proposed rule that
will amend current regulations to allow additional imports (including cattle 30 months of age
and older) from BSE minimal-risk regions such as Canada, bringing USDA’s BSE-related
regulations more in line with the World Organization for Animal Health code chapter on BSE.
We assure you that we are proceeding as expeditiously as possible.

We believe that our current efforts, in addition to prior rulemaking such as the BSE
Minimal-Risk Regions rule that you mention, demonstrate leadership in showing that USDA
trade regulations are based on science and that USDA aéts in accordance with international
guidelines. We hope this information assures you of our commitment to safeguarding American
agriculture and ensuring the continuation of science-based trade. We are sending an identical
response to all of the Members of Congress who signed your letter.

Sincerely, ‘
Chuck Lambert

Acting Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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USDA

FEB 14 2006

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, United State House
of Representatives

20 Sputh Mar Street, Suite 10

Janesville, Wisconsin 53543

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank vou for vour letter dated November 16, 2005, on behalf of the DelLong Company, inc.,
regarding the Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) denial of their proposal submitted under
the transportation differential provisions of Federal Register Notice, Volume 70, Number
162, “Actions Taken to Ease Bulk Grain and Soybean Storage and Transportation {ssues
Exacerbated by Hurricane Katrina” (Notice). You requested that USDA review the situation
and provide any guidance and appropriate steps that the Delong Company might take in this
matter.

Proposals reccived under the Notice were evalusted by the Commodity Credil Corporation
objectively it accordance with the regulations on “Competition in the awarding of
discretionary grants and cooperative agreements” found a8 7 CFR Part 3015158, Ay stated in
the Notice, part of the criteria used in evaluating proposals was whether the proposal would
have a net positive impact on transportation logjams. After carefully reviewing the
mformation submitted, along with a review of the criteria used under the Notice by USDA,
the denial of the proposal remains as issued. We do not dispute that the Det.ong Company’s
proposal met the spirit or intent of the Notice in that they move commodities from intand
elevators using Inter-modal containers to the West Coast ports in lieu of the commoditics
moving down the Mississippi River. However, while USDA would have liked 10 assist all
who submitted proposals, the necessity of having to make an immediate impact to relieve
pressure on the Mississippd River system, along with limited funds, resulted in accepting only
those proposals that reduced bulk shipments destined to travel out of the New Orleans area
and redirected those bulk shipments to other regions.

Regarding any finther action the DeLong Company can take on this matter, this is the final
admipistrative determination by USDA. The DeLong Company may pursuc other legal
rernedies as it deems appropriate,

Again, thank yvou for your letter.

Sincerely,

v{‘\"m o

Bert Farrish
Deputy Administrator for Commodity Operations

The Honorable Paul Ryan
(1.5, House of Representatives
1113 Longworth Honse Office Building
Washington, D.C. 205154901
UEDA Is an Eqgual Opporiunity Emplover
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December 15,:2_;005 _

Ms. Mary Waters

Asistant Secretary for Congressmnal Relations
U.S. Department of Agticulture

213 A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave. S.W.

Washington, DC 20250-0001

‘Dear Ms. Waters:

—_— a— - T —_ e - e e R —_

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Jennafer Jackson of Racine, Wisconsin,

regarding the concerns she has about a recent decision made by the U.S. Department of -
. Agriculture’s Chief Administrative Judge.

Enclosed, please find a copy of the e-mail that Jennafer recently sent to my office,
which further details her concerns. [ would appreciate it if you would look into this
matter to determine if anything can be done — con51stenl with a]l laws and regulations — to

“assist J ennafer in addressing her concerns.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number.270611. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville. Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request; my
Constlluent Services Representative, Ms. Engel, can be contacted at.(608) 752-4050.

Again, lhank you for your assnstancc in thls maner i look forward to your tlmely

response.
~
d r
. e T . Paul Ryan .
' ' 'Member of Congress
. T e -(-_".“I _I.| \ ql .,JI ) Iy‘ljl‘}'-';‘a _.
Enclosure. .. T, N
I IR I R
[ YRR e

- FERY
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CONSTTUENT SERVICES CENTER ) : LT CANSTITUENT SERVILES CENTER : . CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 South Man STREET, SUITE 10 . 5712 TTH AvENUE . 304 6TH STREET
JangsvilLe, WI 53645 - . KENOSHA, Wi 53140 . . Racivg, Wi 53403
{608) 7524050  Fax: {608} 7524711 © o0 i+ (262] 5541901 . Fax: 1262) 654-2156 (252) 6A7-0610
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Date: 12/03/2005 Time: 18:46

Name: Jennafer Jackson
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Thanks,
Jennafer Jackson
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FEB -~ 9 2006

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10

20 South Main Street

Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of December 15, 2005, (file number 270611) on behalf
of Ms. Jennafer Jackson conceming the progress of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA)
enforcement case against John F. Cuneo, Jr., and Hawthom Corporation.

We recognize Ms. Jackson’s interest in expediting this case and appreciate the
opportunity to provide an update on this situation. Ms. Yackson may be encouraged to
know that thus far, a number of Hawthom elephants covered under the consent decision
and order have been placed with three AWA-licensed and -approved entities: Chris
Hamblen, the Elephant Sanctuary, and the Endangered Ark Foundation. In late
November 2005, Hawthom Corporation and the Elephant Sanctuary executed a
donative agreement to place nine other female members of the Hawthorn herd at the
Elephant Sanctuary’s facility in Hohenwald, Tennessee. Regrettably, one of the nine
elephants—Sue—died on December 30, 2005. However, you may be encouraged to
hear that on January 31, 2006, two of these elephants—Minnie and Lottie—were moved
to their new home at the Elephant Sanctuary. They were followed by Queente and Liz
on February 2, 2006. We understand that the other four female Hawthomn elephants
will be moved to that facility soon. Discussions with various entities regarding the
placement of the remaining Hawthom elephants continue.

We appreciate your interest in the welfare of these animals and hope this information
1s helpful.

Sincerely,

Kot Shea 1,

W. Ron DeHaven
Administrator

Safeguarding American Agriculture
APHIS is ar agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunily Provider and Employer
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

o . _ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY .
NATIONAL APPEALS DIVISION
| In the matter of - )
_ 7 EASTTROY SOD FARMS, INC. g
Acnd : % Case No. 2006E000338
FARM SERVICE AGENCY ' i

AP NATI

; .-:" East Troy Sod Fanmns, Inc. (Appellant) filed an appeal in which it challenges a Farm Service Agency
4 (FSA) State Committes (STC) adversa decision dated December 14, 2005, The STC reaffinmed a May

31, 2005, determination that pranted Appellant 2004 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) bencfits on 32.4
acres and demicd CDP benefits on 43.0 acres of turf-grass sod. The STC determined the 43.0 acres, not
saturated by water in June 2004, that had an outbreak of beat grass (an undeslrsble weed), is ineligible
for CDE: benefifs since the bent. gress outbreak was not due to eligible disaster conditions. The STC

conicnds dryer than nor,mal aondmnns should have had RO OF mimmal af:fect on the <rop ia July and
August. © 7 , , _ ,

Appellant argues wet 'weather in the spring, followed by a severe drought adversely effected its sod
fields in 2004. Appellant cantends it nortoally harvests the sod from fuge through Qctober, with
August bcmg a slow month. Appellant further contends it was unable to harvest sod in the spring of
. 2004 due to the wet weather and asserts the subsequent drought-mads the sod unmarketable. Appellant
- also assents it notitied the FSA County Office of the damage twice in August, but the loss adjuster did
“pot mspe.ct the fields until December, Appellant acknowledges the only method of controlling bemt
grass in sod is ta gpply a non-selective hesbicide to the affected aress that would also destroy the sod.

" Appellant contends the bent grass invaded the sod after the drought damaged the sod and it was

..~ prohibited in taking any corrective action unti) after the FSA adjuster inspected the fields. Appellant
requests CDP benefits on the remaining 43.0 acres of sod damaged by dron ght

1 conclude that FSA was in érror by denylng Appellant 2004 CDP benefits on the 43.0 acres of turf-
grass sod. 1base my conclusion on the evidence and arguments submitted by the parties at an in-
petson hearing held on February 7, 2006, and the program rulcs that apply to thls sm:ation "l‘he
muondafq:,mydmmonfOQQws. PRI : art g, g et
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East Troy Sod Farms, Inc.
Case No. 2006E000338

+ STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE

_ Ths issue is whether FSA correctly applicd its regulations in denying Appellant’s request for 2004
CDP benefits on 43.0 acres of turf-gass sod. The specific questions I must ANSWCr are:

T 1-

Did Appellant s sod farm cxperse:nce losses resulung from adverse weather (excess moisture
and drought) in 2004‘?

Did Appcllant tlmcly report 2004 ¢rop damage to the FSA County Offics?

. s beat prass (weeds) 8 condition eligible for disaster beaefits under the CDP?

FINDINGS OF FACT (FOF)

L

On June 1, 2004, at tha request of FSA. an adjuster completed an inspection of Appellant’s sod
ficlds. The adjustcr s report found the sod in the north end of a nine-acye ficld looked good
with the south ¢nd baving thin spots with poor quality. The report identified a 26-acre sod field
with standing water and the balance of sod acreage in scceptable condition. (Agency record,
pages 70, 84-85, and Appellant exhibit D, pages 1 & 2)-

On December 3, 2004, Appellant signed 2 Notice of Loss and Application for Payment,
Nouninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) due to late drought on the 2004 sod.

_ Appellant had previously informed FSA of the Joss on August 8, and August 26, 2004 {Agency

record, page 90 and Appellant exhibits A-1 & C)

On December 10, 2004, the FSA adjuster inspected Appellant’s sod fields, The adjustsy
identified harvested acres, reseeded acres, and acreage that was brown and dead or dormant.
The adjuster reported “bent grass” was spreading in the majority of the sod fields. (Agency

»record, pages 86-87, 96, and Appellant exhibit D, pages 3 & 4)

On December 13, 2004, the FSA County Committee (COC) denied Appellant’s application for
NAP benefits for 2004 losses on sod. (Agency record, page 90 and Appellant exhibit C)

On February 22, 2005, as the result of an appeal, the FSA State Committee (STC) overturned
the COC denial of Appellant’s application for NAP for 2004 losses on sod. The STC
determined sod with heavy infestations of bent grass had zero value and had no marketable
value. The STC determined the infestation with creeping bent grass was the result of a natural
disaster. it determined sod with no production value for loss caleulation purpeses. Appellant -
was paid $71,295.00 in NAP benefits. (Agency record, pages 91-94)

USDA declared the County in which Appellant’s sod farm is located eligible for USDA
disaster assistance due to rain, flooding, dry summer weather, and an early frost that occurred
from March 18, 2004, through October 8, 2004, (Appellant exhibit A)
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On April 13, 2005, the COC denied Appellant’s application for CDP benefits based on 2 late
drought (August 2004 through December 2004). The COC determined the bent grass invasion
in the 2004 crop of turf-grass sod was due to poor management and not dug to an eligible
disaster conditian. (4gency record pages 72-80)

On May 31, 2003, as the result of an appeal of the COC decision, the STC determined .
Appellant was eligible for CDP payments on 32.4 acres of sod that were saturated with water in
June and used a value of zero on those acres. The STC determined 43.0 acres not saturated
with water in June, were fully valued for CDP purpases. The STC determined the 43.0 acres
with a bent prass outbreak were ineligible for CDP because the bent grass outbreak was not due
10 eligible digaster conditions. The STC determined bent grass outbreaks can and do occur in
sod production outside of natural disaster conditions. The STC determined Appellant was
cligible for approximately 312,788 in CDP payments. (Agency record, pages 57-67)

On December 14, 2005, as a part of the mediation process, the STC reconsidered its original
decision (FSA clarified the comect date of the initial STC decision was May 31, 2005, not April
18, 2005). The STC determined dryer than normal .conditions should have had no or minimal

_ at'fect on the crop in July and August. (Agency record, pages 31-35)

10.

-1

The Wisconsin Agncultural Statistics Service (WASS) rcpnrted on July 2, 2005 that soil
moisture conditions in the area of the State in which Appellant’s farm is located ag §6 pereent
surplus and zero percent short. WASS reported on July 16, 2004, that (he soil moisture
conditions as 22 percent surplus ard four percent short, in this same arca. (Agency record,
pages 20-25)
FSA reviewed 2004 precipitation data reported by five weather stazions in the southenst part of
the State. The precipitation ranged from 9.70 to 13.55 inches (May), 3.23 to 7.52 inches
{June), 1.01 to 3.38 inches (July), 3.20 to 5.55 inches (August), and 0.28 to 0.64 inches
(September 2004). None of the weather siations are located in Appellant’s County and the

closest one is located approximately ten miles from Appellant’s furm. (Agency record, pages
26-6‘0 and Appellant exhibit F)

12. NOAA (National Oceanic Atmospheric Admimslranon) fUSDA, Joint Agricullural Weather

‘Facility indexed the crop spil moisture needs from July 17, 2004, through October 2, 2004. An

index of zero (0) indicates favorable moisture, minus one (-1) topsoil moisture short, minus two
(-2) abnommally dry, minus three (-3) excessively dry, minus four (-4) potential yields severely
cut by dryness, and below -4 as extremely dry, most craps ruined. The 2004 index for the
megion of the State Appellant’s farm is located was: July 17 (0); July 27 (-1); July 31 (-4);

Augost 7 (-1); August 21 (-5), September 4 (-3); September 18 (-10); and October 2 (-10).
(Appellant exhibit B)
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DISCUSSION

Part 11 of Tille 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (7 C.F.R.) governs the appea). Seven CF.R.
Parts 1437 (NAP) is interrelated to 7 C.F.R. Part 1479 (2003-2005 CDP published in.the Federal
Register, Volume 70, Number 59, on March 29, 2005) governing the CDP issue on appeal.

Appellant’s sod farm experienced losses resulting from adverse weather (excess moisturs and drought)
in 2004. Seven C.F.R, §1479.102 specifies disaster includes damaging weather such as drought and

"~ excessive moisture. On June 1, 2004, eu FSA adjuster identified sod fields with standing watcr.
WASS reported soil moisture conditions in the region with a 56 and 22 percent surplus on July 2 and
July 16, 2004, respectively. Weather stations reported excessive moisture in May 2004 and substantial
precipitation during Yune 2004 in the area. NOAA/USDA reported a topsoil moisture shortage in the -
area beginning July 27, 2004, a severe shortage resulting in potential yield cuts on July 31, 2004, and
as severely dry, most crops suined by August 21, 2004. (FOF 6, 10-12) Appellant’s sod farm
experienced excess moisture and subsequently a drought during 2004. USDA confirmed these
conditions by declaring the county eligible for disaster assistance. (FOF 6}

Appcllant properly reported 2004 c.'mp damage to the FSA County Office, Seven C.F.R. §1437.10(a)
requires at least one producer having g share in the unit to provide a notice of loss in the administrative
FSA office for the unit, In addition, §1437.10(d) requires that acreage not harvestied remain intact until
released by an apptroved loss adjuster. The regulations do not require completion of any specific form
to file a notice of loss, FSA sent an adjuster to Appellant’s farm on June't, 2004, The adjuster
identified excessive moisture conditions, but no report of any weed (bent grass) problems, Appellant
- contscted FSA op August 8, and August 26, 2004, reporting losses occurring in its sod fields. FSA did
-not send out an adjuster until after Appellant signed a NAP Notice of Loss and Application for
~ Payment (December 3,2004). Appellant listed in its application, the causc of loss as latc drought and
- the subscquent invasion of bent grass. The FSA adjuster confirmed the presence of bent grass during a
. " December 10, 2004, inspection. This FSA inspection did not establish the presence of bent grass in
- August 2004, (FOF 1-3) Appeliant met its responpsibilily for providing notice of loss. Based on the

delayed inspection, Appellant has met the burden of proving that the bent grass invasion occurred due
to the drought.

Bent grass (weeds) is not & condition eligible for disaster benefits or a disuster causing loss under CDP.
Section 1479.102 defines a related condition to mean, with respect to a disaster, 8 condition that causes
deterioration of a crop, such as insect infesration, plant disease, or aflatoxin, that is accelerated or
exacerbated gs the result of darmaging weather, as determined in accordance with instructions issued by
the Deputy Administrator, Regulations for the NAP are not us restrictive rogarding related conditions.
See 7 C.R.R. §1437.9(a)(3). FSA correctly determined the infestation of the sod with bent pgrass is nol
an eligible cause of loss for CDP. The STC determined for the NAP that the infestation with bent
grass was the result of a natural disaster. (FOF 3,5, & 7-9) Based o the delayed inspection and

* drought, Appellant has met the burden that the deght resulted in the loss of marketability of the sod
and not the subscquent bent grass invasion,
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[ have considered Appellant's argument that the excessive moisture and subsequenl drought adversely
affected the sod before the invasion of the bent grass. Appellant’s argument is persuasive based on the
delayed FSA inspection. There is reagson to find FSA erred in its decision.

DETERMINATION

Seven C.F.R. §11.8(¢) provides that an appellant bears the burden of proving that an agency's adverse
decision is croncous by a preponderance of the evidence. In this case, Appellant met this burden. The
.. FSA decision to deny 2004 CDP benefits on 43.0 acres of turf-grass sod is erroneous.

This is & final determination of the Departmc.nt of Agriculture unless a timely request for review is
filed.

Dated and mailed this 23" day of February 2006.

Hearing Officer
National Appeals Division

Attachments:

.¢. - Notice of Right 10 Request Director Review and/or Copy of Audio Recording
Request for Director Review
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Bouse of Representatives
Caghington, DE 20515

July 20, 2006

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In January, the Department held an emergency hearing at the urgent request of multiple dairy
farmer manufacturing cooperatives and dairy processing companies o review the current make
allowances for Class I1I and Class IV price formulas. However, no action has been taken since
that time,

As you know, make allowances are tools within classified pricing formulas that help
manufacturers cover the costs associated with turning raw milk into finished products. The fixed
make allowances set by the Department have not been updated in six years.

Because the Department wants to be certain it has the best possible data in making a decision, i
recently announced it will reconvene the January hearing to gather further information from
Cornell University. However, the Department also solicited additional changes to the Class III
and Class [V price formulas.

This is a significant issue for the dairy industry. While we appreciate the Department wanting to
make a well-reasoned decision in the long-term, we are concerned in the short-term with the
losses these cooperatives and companies are experiencing, which prompted their request. ‘
Therefore, we urge you to issue an appropriate interim decision on updating these make

allowances that will stand until any further evidence is received in support of a final decision.

diate attention to this important issue.

I
PRINTED OM RECYCLED FAPER













DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

SEP 1 2 2006

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of July 20, 2006, letter signed by you and 29 other Representatives
urging the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to issue an interim decision on dairy product
make allowances in advance of receiving additional survey data from Cornell University. The
Secretary has asked that I reply on his behalf.

USDA fully understands the importance of the make allowances used in the Class I1I and

Class IV product price formulas to cooperatives and proprietary companies operating dairy
manufacturing plants. We also appreciate your understanding that a decision of such importance
must be based on the best information available,

During the rulemaking hearing on this issue two data sets were submitted to the record—
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) data and Rural Business Cooperative
Service (RBCS) data. The CDFA data represent audited manufacturing costs of proprietary and
cooperative plants located in California while the RBCS data are compiled from a voluntary
survey of certain cooperative manufacturing plants located outside of California. Although we
cannot specifically address our concerns regarding these data due to ex parte restrictions, during
the hearing proponents of the proposal to increase the make allowances testified that they
guestioned some aspects of these data presented by RBCS and CDFA. For example, the
proponents supported excluding cost data on dry whey and suggested an alternate procedure to
arrive at the cost of manufacturing dry whey.

To ensure that the most representative data are available for considering changes to the make
allowances, we have determined that it is necessary to reconvene the make allowance hearing to
incorporate manufacturing cost data released by Cornell University. The Cornell survey data
includes a representative cross-section of plant manufacturing costs for cooperative and
proprietary plants ranging in size from small to large.

When USDA issued the notice to reconvene the hearing, we also requested additional proposals
to address all aspects of the Class III and Class IV price formulas. We included this request in
the Notice of Intent to Reconvene because USDA made a commitment to the industry that if an
emergency hearing were held on make allowances, then a hearing addressing the rest of the



The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

Class III and Class IV formula issues would be held quickly and not be delayed by the
emergency hearing. Asking for the submission of the additional proposals on the Class HI and
Class IV price formulas is consistent with that commitment. These proposals are due by
September 30.

Our request for additional proposals is not delaying the reconvening of the hearing to obtain
additional data on make allowances. The hearing is being reconvened beginning at 8:30 a.m. on
September 14, 2006, and will be held at the Holiday Inn Select, Strongsville, Ohio.

USDA fully recognizes the urgency of this issue. However, it is important for changes in the
make allowances to be based on the best available information. While dairy product
manufacturers should have their costs accurately reflected in these pricing formulas, dairy
farmers also must be assured that any changes in the make allowances are fully justified. As you
know, changes in the make allowances will affect the minimum prices paid by dairy processors
and, consequently, the minimum prices received by dairy farmers.

A copy of your letter and this response will be placed in the rulemaking record.
Thank you for writing to share your concerns.

Sincerely,

Under Secretary

Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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Congiess of the TUnited States
' - Welaghington, BE 20515

| ' . August 14,2006

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary ,
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Johanns:

We urge you to expedite the review of Wisconsin’s request for federal disaster
declarations for 19 counties that sustained significant crop losses due to the continuing
moderate, severe, and even extreme drought across much of Northern and Central
Wisconsin. Preliminary reports show that the drought has already had significant impacts
on forage, comn, soybeans, and smal! grains in these areas. Unfortunately, the intensity and
area of the.damage could increase, so we further request your assistance in quickly
considering any additional requests for disaster designations presented by the State of
Wisconsin as well. . ' ‘

The preliminary reports from the drought-stricken Wisconsin counties show a very
serious situation. Estimates show that more than a million acres have been affected, with
losses topping 60% for many crops and the lack of regrowth essentially making the
second hay cutting a complete loss in many places. While other crops have seen damage
as well, the preliminary estimates for three major crops illustrate the hardships faced by
farmers throughout the region - over 280,000 acres of com, 130,000 acres of soybeans,
and 620,000 acres of forage and pasture have seen significant damage as of late July. -

We are very concerned about the hardship caused by this surnmer’s drought,
especially considering the unfortunate potential for even more damage as the season
continues. In response to the preliminary damage repotts, the Governor requested federal
disaster declarations carlier this month for 19 Wisconsin counties: Adams, Ashland,
Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Dunn, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Marquette, Polk,
Price, Rusk, St. Croix, Sawyer, Taylor, Washburm, and Waushara. We urge you to
expedite the review and consideration of this request and any supplemental requests in
order to provide much needed federal assistance to our state’s farmers.

+PAINTED ON RECYCAED PAPER



On behalf of farmers in Wisconsin who have suffered from and continue to face
disastrous weather conditions this year, we thank you for your attention to this important

matter.
Sincerely, o :
Oy Kobt €2
- Vi Fepid
. Herb Kohl Russ Feingold
U.S. Senator U.S. Sena
b gbey Jim Sensenbrenner
¥ Member of Congress Member of Congress
L] »
/=
Thomas Petri

Ron Kind
gember of Congress

M}ber of Co? \NE

Tammy Baldwin
Membgrof ongress

w/

Paul Ryan
. Member of Congress
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United States Department of Agriculture

Qifice of the Secratary
Washington, D.C. 20250

QcT 0 4 2006

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworh House QOffice Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 14, 2006, jointly signed by your colleagues, supporting
Governor Jim Doyle’s request for a Secretarial disaster designation for 19 counties in Wisconsin
because of drought,

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) is aware that farmers and ranchers in Wisconsin are
experiencing drought conditions. On August 22, 2006, USDA received Governor Doyle’s letter
dated August 2, 2006, requesting a Secretarial disaster designation for 19 counties in Wisconsin
because of drought conditions that occurred begianing on April 1, 2006.

[ am pleased to inform you that on August 25, 2006, the Secretary designated 19 counties as
agricultural disaster areas as a result of losses caused by drought that occurred from April 1,
2006 and continuing. These counties include:

Adams Burnett Langlade Price Taylor
Ashland Douglas Lincoln Rusk Washburn
Barron Dunn Marquette Sawyer Waushara
Bayfield Iron Polk St. Croix

These designations make farmers and ranchers in both primary and contiguous counties eligible
for Farm Service Agency (FSA) emergency (EM) loans. Farmers have 8 months from the date
of the declaration to apply for low-interest EM loans to help cover the cost of their losses. FSA
considers each loan application based on its own merits, taking into account eligibility, the extent
of losses, security available, repayment ability, and other regulatory criteria. A copy of the news
release is enclosed for your information.

You may be assured that USDA will continue to use every available resource to provide relief to

America’s farmers and ranchers who have been affected by drought conditions. A similar letter
is being sent to your colleagues.

An Equal Opporunity Empioyst
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Again, thank you for your letter.

Sincerely,

@ c:’?irm

L
% Floyd D. Gaibler
Acting Under Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services

Enclosure
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

February 20, 2007

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Budget

U.S. House of Representatives

207 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

I am writing to provide additional details regarding funding for the Conservation Security
Program {CSP) under the Administration’s 2007 Farm Bill proposal.

Recent discussions between staff of the Office of Management and Budget and staff at the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) have indicated that language contained in the
Administration’s 2007 Farm Bill proposal for CSP does not specify whether the Administration
supports a statutory cap on CSP funding. CBO staff indicate that they intend to score our CSP
proposal as an open-ended commitment and cost it out on the basis that all eligible acreage that
producers want to sign up over the life of the 2007 Farm Bill would be enrolled and funded.

This is not our intention, Specifically, the Administration’s proposal for CSP provides for a
discrete level of funding that would be allocated by a priority ranking system. We are proposing
that $8.5 billion in mandatory spending over ten years be made available in the Farm Bill for
CSP, an increase of $500 million over the Administration’s fiscal year (FY) 2008-2017 baseline
estimate. Funding at this level will permit USDA to enroll only about 10 percent of the Nation’s
eligible land, or 96.5 million acres. This level would apply for the duration of the authorization,
and does not reflect an open ended commitment. Accordingly, the Administration’s proposal
clearly contemplates a limit and, therefore, includes a statutory cap imposed on CSP funding
within it.

Our Farm Bill proposals were designed in the aggregate to fit within the President’s plan to
eliminate the deficit by 2012. An open-ended commitment for CSP is inconsistent with the
President’s goal. The Administration’s proposal provides for a finite increase for CSP that
balances deficit reduction needs with other priority needs reflected in the Farm Bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to clarify the Administration’s Farm Bill Proposals.

Sincerely,

Mike Johanns

Secretary

An Equal Opportunily Employer

e e — oo
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@ongress of the United States

MWashington, B 20515
June 29, 2007

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary,

In February, the Department announced an interim final decision to change make allowances in the Class
III and Class IV milk price formulas. The make allowances announced were lower than dairy
manufacturers had requested, stressing the financial position of these manufacturers.

This year, a new concern is adding additional stress to the bottom line of dairy manufacturers across the
nation. The rising value of dry whey powder has inflated the Class III milk price. As you know, the price
of dry whey is built into the Other Solids price in the Class III formula. And this Other Solids price is at
record levels.

Nearly all medium and small sized cheese manufacturers in the U.S. do not manufacture dry whey. These
manufacturers make whey protein concentrate or sell liquid whey to other processors. These whey
markets do not offer the returns that dry whey now earns, and manufacturer margins are strained.

This is a significant issue for the dairy industry. Dairy manufacturers that must pay the minimum
~ classified milk price are facing diminished or negative margins. We are concerned that USDA’s,
classified pricing may cause cheese manufacturers to fail, and reduce markets for dairy producers’ milk.

Therefore, we urge you to amend the interim final decision on manufacturing allowances. The hearing .
‘record on these make allowances could not anticipate the recent, sudden increase in the dry whey price. -
An increase in the make allowances for cheese and dry whey will stabilize the cheese industry, stem
widespread losses and assure orderly marketing of milk.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this important issue.

_ Sincerely,
Ron Kmd ' _ Herb Kohl - Russell Feingold
f) ...—-—~ :
Tom etrl
Tammy Baldwin Paul Ryan v / ) Gwen Moore

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office af the Secretary
Washington, D C. 20250

JAN 3 2008

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1406 Longsworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter earlier this year cosigned by your Wisconsin delegation
colleagues in both the U. S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. Your letter
concerns Class IIT and Class IV milk prices with specific reference to the pricing of other
solids and your views on make allowances including dry whey.

A public rulemaking hearing was reconvened on July 9, 2007, to consider proposals on
the Class III and Class [V price formulas including make allowances that are critical
elements of those formulas. The hearing ended on July 11, 2007, with briefs and
comments due September 14, 2007, {from proponents and opponents of the 16 proposals
covered during the hearing. Since the hearing record continues to be an open issue, the
Department of Agriculture, in accordance with the Rules of Practice that govern formal
rulemaking, is unable to comment further on the substantive issues involved in the
hearing record. As an ex parte communication, your letter and this response will be
posted to the Agricultural Marketing Service website at www.ams.usda.gov/dairy.

Please be assured that all of the issues considered during the rulemaking process will be
considered as expeditiously as possible. Thank you for your continued interest in the

Federal milk order program.

Sincerely,

Lo R

Bruce I. Knight
Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

August 3, 2007

George W. Bush
President of the United States.

- The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

| We write to thank you for your strong leadership on'thie far bill teaiithorization and fequest that~-~ - — —~ -
you hold firm in your resolve that any new farm bill must contain meaningful reform of subsidy

programs, real investment in rural America, and adherence to fiscal responsibility. With the
House-passed bill falling short of these qualities, your continued advocacy will be critical to
securing a better result in the Senate.

We commend Secretary Johanns for proposing a bold set of reforms that would go a long way

. toward strengthening the farm safety net while making it work responsibly for taxpayers. The

heart of this safety net would be a counter-cyclical program (CCP) based on farm revenue rather
than the current crop target prices. The price-based system has proved ineffective at protecting
farmers when they need it most, paying, instead, when farmers already receive large profits and
distorting the market by encouraging overproduction to maximize government payouts. In
contrast, moving to a revenue-based CCP would ensure that farmers receive assistance only

- when their actual incomes fall, saving taxpayers nearly $500 million over the next five years.

Similarly, Secretary Johanns has proposed altering the marketing loan and loan deficiency
payment programs to prevent producers from gaming the system by picking and choosing when
they can lock in the best loan rates and then selling at the highest profits. Clearly, the program
was not intended to work this way by heaping government subsidies on top of corporate profit.
Commonsense fixes are needed. Nevertheless, both our Fairness Amendment and an amendment

- offered by Minority Leader Boehner, which would have made these reforms, were defeated on
. —. theHousefloor... . .

— o aa o~ e

- m— e r

Your Administration also has advocated for one last major reform to the subsidy structure —
eliminating the planting restriction in place for Direct Payment recipients. Recognizing that this
reform is not politically viable in Congress, we proposed in our amendment a reduction in Direct
Payments over the life of the farm bill with the ultimate goal of phasing out this third leg of the

" subsidy stool, which was intended to be a temporary transition program in 1996 to wean farmers

off of government subsidies. By doing away with these direct subsidy payments, Congress
would alleviate the need for the planting restriction, thereby avoiding the more contentious
domestic issue and eliminating a possible basis for challenge at the World Trade Organization.

The House ignored the threats our agriculture programs face at the WTO by not only continuing

. to support these generous subsidy programs, but actually making them more trade-distorting in

some instances. The House-passed bill raises target prices for wheat and soybeans, further
restricts imports of sugar and regulates domestic production, and increases the payment cap for
Direct Payments while eliminating the cap on loan deficiency payments. Our amendment would
have addressed all of these problems, and also would have imposed a more meaningful limit on
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government payments to the wealthiest producers by lowering the limit of $1 million dollars in
. adjusted gross income found in H.R. 2419 to $250,000, much closer to your Administration’s
proposed $200,000 limit.

Finally, the federal crop insurance program is also ripe for reform. Chairman Waxman and
Representative Cooper have taken up this issue on the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, where they found that the crop insurance program is one of the most
inefficient programs in the federal government. The sixteen private insurance companies that

" comprise the entire industry made $2.8 billion in profits off of the American taxpayer in the last
_five years by gaming the crop insurance system. Furthermore, these 16 companies diverted

almost 40 percent, or $8 billion, of the $18.7 billion appropriateéd for farmeTs since 2000—The ——===-~..—
House bill took initial steps to address this waste and abuse, more needs to be done.

It is unfortunate that passage of the farm bill has become as controversial as it has.

. Reauthorization of our farm and food policies offered Congress and the Administration,
Democrats and Republicans, urban districts and rural ones the opportunity to come together in
support of a forward-looking bill to lead us into the 21* Century. By maintaining an important
safety net for our family farms while finding savings through these commonsense reforms, we
can redirect our investment in rural America to non-market- or trade-distorting priorities such as
conservation funding, rural development, nutrition programs, renewable energy, and specialty
crops, and at the same time have deficit reduction. All of this can be accomplished without J
~ raising taxes. Although the House did not seize on this opportunity, prospects may be better in
the Senate when that body considers the farm bill later this year.

Therefore, we urge you to continue to push for a reform-minded bill that does not rely on budget
- gimmicks or unnecessary tax increases to fund these vital programs. The American people
deserve better.

Sincerely,
Ron Kind " eff Flake =
Member of Congress Member ¢ SS
“"  Earl Blumenauer Paul Ryan s -
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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August 3, 2007 -

George W. Bush

President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to thank you for your strong leadership on the farm bill reauthorization and request that
you hold firm in your resolve that any new farm bill must contain meaningful reform of subsidy
programs, real investment in rural America, and adherence to fiscal responsibility. With the
House-passed bill falling short of these quahtles your continued advocacy will be critical to
securing a better result in the Senate.

We commend Secretary Johanns for proposing a bold set of reforms that would go a long way
toward strengthening the farm safety net while making it work responsibly for taxpayers. The
heart of this safety net would be a counter-cyclical program (CCP) based on farm revenue rather
than the current crop target prices. The price-based system has proved ineffective at protecting
farmers when they need it most, paying, instead, when farmers already receive large profits and
distorting the market by encouraging overproduction to maximize government payouts. In
contrast, moving to a revenue-based CCP would ensure that farmers receive assistance only
when their actual incomes fall, saving taxpayers nearly $500 million over the next five years.

Similarly, Secretary Johanns has proposed altering the marketing loan and loan deficiency
payment programs to prevent producers from gaming the system by picking and choosing when
they can lock in the best loan rates and then selling at the highest profits. Clearly, the program
was not intended to work this way by heaping government subsidies on top of corporate profit.
Commonsense fixes are needed. Nevertheless, both our Fairness Amendment and an amendment
offered by Minority Leader Boehner, which would have made these reforms, were defeated on
the House floor.

Your Administration aiso has advocated for one last major reform to the subsidy structure —
eliminating the planting restriction in place for Direct Payment recipients. Recognizing that this
reform is not politically viable in Congress, we proposed in our amendment a reduction in Direct
Payments over the life of the farm bill with the ultimate goal of phasing out this third leg of the
subsidy stool, which was intended to be a temporary transition program in 1996 to wean farmers
off of government subsidies. By doing away with these direct subsidy payments, Congress
would alleviate the need for the planting restriction, thereby avoiding the more contentious
domestic issue and eliminating a possible basis for challenge at the World Trade Organization.

The House ignored the threats our agriculture programs face at the WTO by not only continuing
to support these generous subsidy programs, but actually making them more trade-distorting in
some instances. The House-passed bill raises target prices for wheat and soybeans, further
restricts imports of sugar and regulates domestic production, and increases the payment cap for
Direct Payments while eliminating the cap on loan deficiency payments. Our amendment would
have addressed all of these problems, and also would have imposed a more meaningful limit on
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government payments to the wealthiest producers by lowering the limit of $1 million dollars in
adjusted gross income found in H.R. 2419 to $250,000, much closer to your Administration’s
proposed $200,000 limit.

Finally, the federal crop insurance program is also ripe for reform. Chairman Waxman and
Representative Cooper have taken up this issue on the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, where they found that the crop insurance program is one of the most
inefficient programs in the federal government. The sixteen private insurance companies that
comprise the entire industry made $2.8 billion in profits off of the American taxpayer in the last
five years by gaming the crop insurance system. Furthermore, these 16 companies diverted
almost 40 percent, or $8 billion, of the $18.7 billion appropriated for farmers since 2000. The
House bill took initial steps to address this waste and abuse, more needs to be done.

It is unfortunate that passage of the farm bill has become as controversial as it has.
Reauthorization of our farm and food policies offered Congress and the Administration,
Democrats and Republicans, urban districts and rural ones the opportunity to come together in
support of a forward-looking bill to lead us into the 21* Century. By maintaining an important
safety net for our family farms while finding savings through these commonsense reforms, we
can redirect our investment in rural America to non-market- or trade-distorting priorities such as
conservation funding, rural development, nutrition programs, renewable energy, and specialty
crops, and at the same time have deficit reduction. All of this can be accomplished without
raising taxes. Although the House did not seize on this opportunity, prospects may be better in
the Senate when that body considers the farm bill later this year.

Therefore, we urge you to continue to push for a reform-minded bill that does not rely on budget
gimmicks or unnecessary tax increases to fund these vital programs. The American people
deserve better.

Sincerely,
Ron Kind | éff F:ée ' .
Member of Congress Member g $S
Earl Blumenauer Paul Ryan ‘
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 3, 2007, to President George W. Bush, cosigned by
your colleagues, addressing the Administration’s push for a reform-minded farm bill. 1
appreciate your positive comments on the Administration’s efforts to achieve meaningful
reform of farm subsidy programs, and also pleased to be able to respond to your letter on
behalf of the President.

This Administration could not agree with you more that passing a farm bill should not be
as controversial as it has become. We need to look forward and provide our agricultural
community with common sense farm programs that maintain a safety net for producers,
while redirecting investment of taxpayer dollars to non-distorting programs. Former
Secretary Johanns expressed concerns over the House-passed farm bill, just as you have
in your letter. We look forward to interacting with Congress in the months ahead and
finalizing the next farm bill.

When the 2002 Farm Bill was passed, times were quite different: commodity prices were
low, exports had declined for five straight years, and the debt-to-asset ratio was relatively
low. It was the first-ever farm bill with an energy title, and it really stepped forward in
the conservation arena. Times have changed, however. Commodity prices ar¢ now
strong for most program crops. Agricultural exports have increased every year, and are
expected to reach a record $79 billion this year. We have the lowest debt-to-asset ratio in
recorded history, at 11 percent. Renewable fuels are now a significant contributor to the
economy of rural America.

When we put together our 2007 Farm Bill proposals in this new climate, our overall goals
were to make our support programs more market-oriented, more predictable, more
equitable, and more secure from World Trade Organization (WTO) challenge. Greater
predictability means that we want to preserve the strong safety net for farmers and
ranchers that the 2002 Farm Bill started to put in place. Greater equity would be
achieved by moving away from policies that direct virtually all of our support payments
to just a few crops, and helping find ways to assist the 60 percent of U.S. farmers who
receive no support. As a result, we have proposed $7.8 billion in new conservation
programs and $5.5 billion in new direct payments.

An Equal Opportunity Empioyer
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The Administration’s proposal does not call for the extent of subsidy reform that is in the
Kind-Flake Farm Bill proposal. There are, however, a number of points that we have in
common. We both believe, for example, that fruit and vegetable planting restrictions
should be eliminated. Doing so would increase the market orientation of our farm
programs and help protect us from challenge in the WTO. We also share common
sentiments on the importance of renewable fuels to our future, the need to expand many
of our important conservation programs, the need to strengthen our Food Stamp Program,
and other topics.

Once again, thank you for your comments on our Farm Bill Proposals, and et me assure
you that this Administration will continue to push for tarm bill policy change. 1 look
forward to working with you and others as we move forward in the debate and try to craft
the best possible 2007 Farm Bill for all farmers and ranchers. A similar letter is being
sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

@

Mark E. Keenum
Under Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services



Control Number: 5237774

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

1400 Independence
Avenue, SW
Washington, DC
20250

USDA
USDA

DEC 12 2007

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10

20 South Main Street

Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of October 12, 2007, (reference number 294816) to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) concerning Mr. Kenneth H. Swan’s receipt
of an Animal Welfare Act (AWA) licensing application for his business, Swan’s
Pumpkin Farm.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to Mr. Swan’s concern. The AWA requires
that people who exhibit certain animals in circuses, aquariums, and zoos—including
petting zoos and petting zoo environments—be licensed with our Agency. Additionally,
we require that exhibitors provide their animals with, among other things, an appropriate
diet, clean and structurally sound housing, protection from extremes of weather and
temperature, and veterinary care. With regard to Mr. Swan’s question about licensing
versus registration, the AWA requires individuals who use certain animals in research

to register with us.

Local personnel with our Agency’s Animal Care (AC) program—which enforces the
AWA—have been in contact with Mr. Swan and have explained how the AWA pertains
to his animals. As AC veterinary medical officer Dr. Dawn Barksdale explained to

Mr. Swan, his animals are regulated under the AWA because they are not being used
for agricultural purposes but are, rather, being used to attract customers to his pumpkin
farm and are in a petting zoo-like environment. We are pleased to report that AC
recently processed the AWA license application for Swan’s Pumpkin Farm and mailed
to Mr. Swan USDA exhibitor’s license 35-C-0275.

We recognize that Mr. Swan would have preferred to receive correspondence bearing

a personal rather than a stamped signature. However, Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, AC’s
Eastern Region Director, is responsible for signing official correspondence to more than
5,000 licensees, registrants, and applicants annually, so the use of the stamp is a practical
necessity. We have assured Mr. Swan that AC staff and officials are personally
available, both in the local and regional offices, to speak with him should he have

further questions. Dr. Barksdale may be reached at (703) 812-6596; Dr. Goldentyer is

APHIS safeguarding American Agriculture

\

APHIS is an agency of USDA’s Marketing and Regulatory Programs
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also available by telephone at (919) 855-7103. Mr. Swan may also write directly

to Dr. Goldentyer at the following mailing address: AC, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA, Suite 200, Main Campus Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina
27606.

We appreciate Mr. Swan’s efforts to comply with the AWA and we hope this information
is helpful.

Sincerely,

%w;v\%m‘ [

Cindy J. Smith
Administrator
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DEC 21 2007
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10

20 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your followup letter of December 5, 2007, to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) concerning Mr. Kenneth H. Swan’s receipt of an Animal Welfare
Act (AWA) licensing application for his business, Swan’s Pumpkin Farm.

We hope that by now you have received our December 12, 2007, response to your
previous letter. For your convenience, we are enclosing a copy. In that response, we
clarified how the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) pertains to businesses such as Mr. Swan’s.
We also reported that Mr. Swan had both applied and been approved for an AWA license
to exhibit animals at Swan’s Pumpkin Farm. We hope that Mr. Swan has received his
license (number 35-C-0275) by now. We appreciate Mr. Swan’s efforts to comply

with the AWA and encourage him to contact us (using the information provided in the
enclosed letter) should he have questions in the future.

Smcerely,

U e /\/ ZV;)A»Z/

Christina J. Myers

Director

Executive Communications
Legislative and Public Affairs

Enclosure

APHIS safeguarding American Agriculture

.
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The Honorable Paul Ryan ‘
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Suite 10

20 South Main Street

Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of October 12, 2007, (reference number 294816) to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) concerning Mr. Kenneth H. Swan’s receipt
of an Animal Welfare Act (AWA) licensing application for his business, Swan’s
Pumpkin Farm.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to Mr. Swan’s concern. The AWA requires
that people who exhibit certain animals in circuses, aquariums, and zoos—including
petting zoos and petting zoo environments—be licensed with our Agency. Additionally,
we require that exhibitors provide their animals with, among other things, an appropriate
diet, clean and structurally sound housing, protection from extremes of weather and
temperature, and veterinary care. With regard to Mr. Swan’s question about licensing
versus registration, the AWA requires individuals who use certain animals in research

to register with us.

Local personnel with our Agency’s Animal Care (AC) program—which enforces the
AWA—have been in contact with Mr. Swan and have explained how the AWA pertains
to his animals. As AC veterinary medical officer Dr. Dawn Barksdale explained to

Mr. Swan, his animals are regulated under the AWA because they are not being used
for agricultural purposes but are, rather, being used to attract customers to his pumpkin
farm and are in a petting zoo-like environment. We are pleased to report that AC
recently processed the AWA license application for Swan’s Pumpkin Farm and mailed
to Mr. Swan USDA exhibitor’s license 35-C-0275.

We recognize that Mr. Swan would have preferred to receive correspondence bearing

a personal rather than a stamped signature. However, Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, AC’s
Eastern Region Director, is responsible for signing official correspondence to more than
5,000 licensees, registrants, and applicants annually, so the use of the stamp is a practical
necessity. We have assured Mr. Swan that AC staff and officials are personally
available, both in the local and regional offices, to speak with him should he have
further questions. Dr. Barksdale may be reached at (703) 812-6596; Dr. Goldentyer is

APHIS Safeguarding American Agricuiture

\
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also available by telephone at (919) 855-7103. Mr. Swan may also write directly

to Dr. Goldentyer at the following mailing address: AC, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA, Suite 200, Main Campus Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina
27606.

We appreciate Mr. Swan’s efforts to comply with the AWA and we hope this information
is helpful.

Sincerely,

Ko Dree (g

Cindy J. Smith
Administrator
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Dear Mr. President:

We write to urge you to veto any Farm Bill reauthorization conference report that
funds agriculture programs by raising taxes, fails to substantively reform current U S.
farm programs, and is not figcally responsible.

Your Administration has matde clear that continuing the status quo in our
domestic farm policy is unacceptable, especially given both thiz strength of the U.S. farm
economy for the foreseeable future and the need for trade compliance. As a result of the
hard work of U.S. farmers and ranchiers, they are enjoying historically low debt-to-asset
ratios, consistently high cash receipts and robust farm export values. With reports of
strong prices for program crops likely for at least the ncxt several years, the strength of
the U.S. farm sector is unlikely to fade any time soon.

We owe it to farmers and ranchers across the nation to promote policies, such as
repealing the Death Tax, expanding U.S. agricultural export opportunities abroad, and
increasing production of American spurces of energy, that will support U.S. agricuiture’s
competitiveness and continue to move U.S. agriculture policy in a positive direction that
supports family farms. However, the House and Senate versions of the Farm Bill move
U.S. agriculture policy in the opposite direction. Both versions in conference finance
billions in new spending with various tax increases, expand or add new unnecessary farm
programs, lack the teforms your Administration has identified as necessary and include
numerous trade distorting provisions'that would jeopardize existing U.S. trade
agreements. In particular, rather than reduce spending in lower priority farm programs,
the House and the Senate bills include tax {ncreases that could escalate the tax burden on
taxpaycrs by $4 billion or more than 316 billion, respectively. Increasing taxes will harm
the economy, and is a particularly bad idea with the increasing evidence that the economy

may be weakening.

We support your opposition to Farm Bill provisions that will send U.S. agriculture
in the wrong direction and harm the economy instead of reflecting 21st Century farm
sector needs and realities. We strongly urge you to veto any Farm Bill conference report
that jncreases taxes on Americans, lacks reforms, distorts trade and fails the test of fiscal

restraint, ‘

Sincerely.

S ‘ PAUL RY/
ember of Congress mber of Congress Member of Congress

PRINTER Fn GE Dt €A oA oEe TOTAL P.OS
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Unlted States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

MAR 1 1 2008

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of January 28, 2008, to President George W. Bush, cosigned by your
colleagues, concerning issues important to the ongoing farm bill debate. In particular, your letter
emphasizes the need to move U.S. agricultural policy in a positive direction that supports family
farms, while at the same time imposing no new taxes, supporting export opportunities, and
offering true reforms. 1 have been asked to respond to your letter on behalf of the President.

As you indicate, the farm economy is, in aggregate, very strong—in fact, the strongest it has ever
been. Net farm income is forecast to be $92.3 billion for calendar year 2008, up 4.1 percent
above the $88.7 billion farmers are projected to have earned in 2007 and 51 percent above its
10-year average of $61.1 billion. While livestock producers are facing high input costs, the crop
sector is extremely strong. The Department of Agriculture’s February World Agricultural
Supply and Demand Estimates report raised the season average 2007/08 corn price forecast to
$3.75-54.25 per bushel, up from the previous record of $3.24 in 1995/96. For soybeans, the
2007/08 projected price is $10.00-510.80 per bushel, eclipsing the past record of $7.83 reached
in 1983. The season average price across all classes of wheat is expected to reach $6.45-36.85
per bushel, compared to the prior record of $4.55 reached in 1995.

In such an environment, this Administration could not agree with you more that the time is ripe
for reform. And, like you, we are in complete agreement that good farm policy must go hand in
hand with good fiscal policy and that changes to farm policy should not result in new taxes. The
importance of moving farm policy in a more market-oriented direction cannot be overstated. We
must set our own agricultural policies, not ones that will ultimately be dismantled one piece at a
time by the challenges of our trading partners in the World Trade Organization. The reward for
choosing reform lies beyond our borders, where rapid economic growth in developing countries
is creating millions of new middle class consumers who are buying more agricultural
commodities and prepared foods.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Again, thank you for your letter and for your support of the Administration’s position on many
items important to our Nation’s farmers, ranchers, and consumers. A similar letter is being sent
to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

pb—

Mark E. Keenum
Under Secretary
Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services
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Febriary 14,2008
Lowell Randel

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations.
United States Department of Agriculture

'212A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Ave, S.W.

Washmgton DC 20250-0001

Dear Mr. Randel

I was recently contacted by a constituent, Laura Gentele of -

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything
can be done — consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Laura in resolving this
problem. Please review the enclosed documents detailing Laura’s difficulties.

Please address your response to my Janesville office and reference my file
number 296600. My Janesville office address is 20 South Main Street, Suite 10,
Janesville, Wisconsin, 53545. Should you have any questions about this request, my
Constituent Services Center, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely
response.

paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Enclosure

[

JANESVILLE - & Vil o T i A T KENOSHAR TR L L it e YY RACINE
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@ongress of the HUnited States
MWashington, BE 20515

May 1, 2008

The Honorable Edward Schafer
Secretary of Agriculture

Room 200-A, Whitten Federal Building
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Secretary Schafer:

As leaders of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, we are writing to express our cancern about the
substantial delay of implementing a final Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) rule and its adverse impact on
cervid farming across the nation. The final rule for Chronic Wasting Disease Herd Certification Program and
Interstate Movement of Farmed or Captive Deer, Eik, and Moose (71 FR 41682-41717, Docket No. 00-108-3)
was published on July 21, 2006, with an original implementation date of October 19, 2006. However, the
subscquent rescission of this rule and the continued delay of an updated final rule would mean damage to this
crucial farming industry will continue indefinitely.

Due 1o a lack of federal regulation, deer, eik, and moose farms throughout the United States currently
exist under a patchwork of state herd certification programs. The lack of continuity of herd certification
programs greatly hinders — or even prevents — interstate commerce in the industry. The cervid farming
industry accounts for revenues of $3 billion annually nationwide; and yet, individual farmers are facing dire
circumstances as they are prevented from selling or buying breeding stock or commercial animals due to
restrictions on the interstate shipment of cervids imposed by the various state CWD programs. Federal
regulations establishing uniform requirements for animal identification, testing and monitoring, herd
management, and movement of animals in and ott of herds is absolutely necessary if cervid farmers are able to
operate their agribusiness just as producers of other commercially-produced livestock species.

Establishing a final rule for herd certification programs will help to eliminate Chronic Wasting
Disease from farmed and captive ¢cervid herds in the United States. A federal rule has been in development
since 1997, percolating through the exhaustive regulatory process for the last ten years. The cervid farming
industry strongly suggests that the Departument of Agriculture implement a CWD rule immediately.

We thank you for your agency's hard work in planning a CWD herd certification program, and
appreciate your consideration of our camments. We look forward to an update on the process of this
rulemaking at arliest convenience.

Réprcscntativc Paul Ryan Representative Ron Kind
Co-Chair, Congressional Spértsmen's Caucus Co-Chair, Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus

W7 &

Represenfalivd Steve Pearce RepPfentative Dan Boren
Vice Chair, Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus Vice Chair, Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus
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United States Department of Agricuiture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

JUL 07 2008

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Co-Chair, Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus
U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of May 1, 2008, regarding the final rule, “Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD) Herd Certification Program and Interstate Movement of Farmed or Captive
Deer, Elk, and Moose.”

We appreciate the opportunity to update you on the final rule’s status. As you know, our
Agency delayed the rule’s implementation in response to petitions we received in 2006 from the
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials,
and U.S. Animal Health Association. The petitions challenged certain provisions in the rule
and requested a stay in its implementation. In November 2006, we published the petitions for
public comment, and in June 2007 we requested additional information from States regarding
restrictions on the movement of cervids entering their States.

Since then, we have carefully studied the comments and information received. Currently,
we are completing a draft of a new supplemental proposed CWD rule that addresses the concerns
voiced in the petitions, as well as other issues. We intend to publish this new supplemental
proposed rule for public comment later in 2008 and hope to finalize and implement the rule in
2009. While we share your concerns regarding the delay in the rule’s implementation, we
believe that it is critical to resolve the issues raised by the States regarding interstate movement
and surveillance requirements. In order to be effective, this rule must be implemented as a
Federal-State-industry cooperative program that meets the needs of all stakeholders.

We recognize the impact of CWD on the cervid farming industry, and we assure you that
finalizing this rule is important to the Department of Agriculture. We are sending similar letters
to your colleagues.

Thank you again for your letter.

Sincerely,

Edward T. Schafer
Secretary

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Houae of Representatives
Hlaalington. BE 20515
May 12, 2008
President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Presidenr:

We write in support of a veto of the pending‘Farm Bill reauthorization conference report, should it
remain bloated with spending and fail to address the criteris you have spelled out for much-needed

reform.

According to a recent Washington Post story, “top priorities for the White House include tightening
limits on federal farm payments to wealthy ihdividuals; closing & loophole that allows farmers 1o sell
crops above the support price and still colledt a subsidy; modifying a plan that would guarantee U S,
sugar growers 85 percent of the domestic sugar market through government purchase of excess imported
sugar; and adjusting U.S. farm policy to bripg it into compliance with international trade treaties.”

Yowr Administeation made clear from the odtset of the reauthorization debate that continuing the status
quo in our domestic farm policy is unacceptable. Taxpayers should not be forced to foot the bill for
farm payments to millionaires, persistent subsidy loopholes, of worsening an already troublesome sugar
program. Given record food prices and the sustained strength of the U.S. farm sector, we agree with
your recent comnment that “this is the right time to reform our nation’s farm policy by reducing
unnecessary subsidies,”

We support a veto of a Farm Bill conferenck report that misses the mark on fiscal restraint or fails to
satisfy your requirements for reform.

Aer

Sincerely,

000y LS
Do pL S hlniergall
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United States Department of Agricuiture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

JUN 2 5 2008

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of May 12, 2008, to President George W. Bush, cosigned by
your colleagues, regarding your support for the Administration’s veto of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008. I have been asked to respond to your letter.

The President has stated many times that a new farm bill that fails to reform farm
programs at a time when farm income and crop prices are setting records is unacceptable. The
2008 Farm Bill Conference Report contains many wasteful and unnecessary provisions. For
example, a $170 million earmark for the salmon industry was slipped into this bill at the last
moment. Congress also included last minute changes to the Average Crop Revenue Election
farm subsidy program that likely will result in tens of billions of new government outlays in the
future. [t is irresponsible to ask the American taxpayer, who is struggling to make ends meet, to
subsidize those farmers who make more than a million dollars a year.

Congress’s override of the President’s veto means that the Conference Report provides
the statutory framework for our programs through 2012. We at the Department of Agriculture
(USDA) strongly support our Nation’s farmers and ranchers, and are working very hard to
implement the law’s provisions in a timely manner. USDA will be issuing regulations, Federal
Register notices, and other official documents starting later this summer that provide specific
definitions and implementation details regarding farm bill provisions.

Again, thank you for writing and for your continued support for policy reform. A similar
letter is being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

Edward T. Schafer
Secretary

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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‘ ~December 11, 2008

i¢
President-elect Barack Obama
451 6™ St., NW ‘
Washington D.C. 20001

Dear President-elect Obama:

We appiaud your recent statements indicating that you will work to combat waste
in our nation’s farm programs. As leaders of the effort to achieve reform in American
agricultural policy, and we would like to work with you to achieve that result.

+ The ongoing financial crisis in the United States and the Federal government’s
response to it has put a tremendous strain on the Federal budget. The Fiscal Year 2008
(FY2008) budget deficit was $455 billion, and it appears the FY2009 budget deficit could
exceed $1.trillion. Given these circumstances, we. agree with you that we must scrutinize
the Federal budget line-by-line to eliminate waste and.to reduce spending for non-
essential, low-priority, and low-performing pregrams.

The recent Government Accountability Office (GAO) report on Federal Farm
Programs that you cited-in,a recent, press. briefing makes it.abundantly clear that the U.S.
Department of Agrlculture s (USDA) process for examining payments to farmers is not
adequate and.that-a great deal of waste is-oceurring. As you:know, the GAO’s report
found that over 2,700 individuals-whose earnings exceeded $2.5 million received
subsidies from. the F ederal government, many of. whom are not farmers at all. To make
matters worse, the USDA stated in its own databases that at least 87 of these individuals
were ineligible for payments, but made them anyway. We support your willingness to

address this problem and look forward to working with you on this important task.

.~ .:.We would also encourage your Administration to take its scrutiny of our farm
programs a step further. In addition to reducing waste in subsidy programs as they are
‘ currently structured, we should also reformthese programs to reduce unnecessary, low-
priority spending: Far too much of our nation’s agricultural spending is targeted toward
| large corporate entities and-does not help the fam1ly farmers with the greatest need for
assistance.. poe , : : :

- For example, under the current Farm Bill, households with an adjusted gross
income (AGI).of up to $1.5 million per year would remain eligible for payments. Worse
yet, one can combine on- and off-farm income in such a way that households making up
to $2.5 million would be eligible. This is clearly not the best use of taxpayer dollars. A,

KENOSHA : RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER ’ CoONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5455 SHERIDAN RoAD, SUITE 125 216 6TH STREET
KENOSHA, WI 53140 RacinNg, WI 53403
. (262) 654-1901 . Fax: (262) 654-2156 (262) 637-0510 . Fax: (262) 637-5689

JANESVILLE
CONSTITUENT SeAvices CENTER
20 SouTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10
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(608) 752-4050 . Fax: (608) 752-4711
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more reasonable limit of $250,000 AGI, as we proposed earlier this year, would result in
considerable budgetary savings while also ensuring that an adequate safety net for
farmers remains in place. We encourage you to propose reforms of this nature.

In this time of economic hardship and mounting Federal budget deficits, we are
very encouraged by your recent comments about the need to eliminate waste in USDA
programs and look forward to working with you to address this problem. We sincerely
hope you consider the benefits of going further and implementing serious reforms to our
farm programs that will provide an adequate safety net while yielding savings and
ensuring taxpayers are not subsidizing wealthy agribusinesses at the expense of everyone

else.
Sincerely, 2
Paul Ryan Ron Kind ,
Member of Congress Member of Congress
~Earl Blumenauer

Mémber of Congress ' Member of Congress
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USDA
P
United States Dapartment of Agriculture

Office of the Sacretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of December 11, 2008, to President Barack Obama, cosigned by your
colleagues, encouraging the Administration to eliminate waste, reduce spending, and reform
farm programs. Your letter was referred to the Department of Agriculture (USDA) for a
response.

One of the goals of this Administration is to make certain that USDA payments are not issued to
individuals and entities that exceed income eligibility limits established by law. The goal is to
limit excessive payments while providing for fairness to family farmers,

I am pleased 1o inform you that on March 19, 2009, 1 announced that USDA and the

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) have begun efforts to ensure that high income 1ndividuals and
entities who request USDA payments meet income limits set forth in the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill). USDA will use income data provided by IRS to
validate payment eligibility. However, prior to obtaining this information from IRS, a written
release from each producer or payment recipient will be required. You may be assured that FSA
will adhere to all disciosure and Privacy Act provisions.

Additionally, the President’s budget proposed two types of reductions in payments to large
farmers: A limit on farm commodity payments of $250,000 per farmer, including price support
payments; and a phase-out of Direct payments to farmers with farm sales of greater than
$500,000 per year.

Again, thank you for your letter. A simiiar letter is being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

())%\/&ug

Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary
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USDA maals
‘ ggvreak')pment

United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development

o, 4
OEC - 2 2009

Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, United States House
of Representatives

216 6 Street

Racine, Wisconsin 53403

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter dated July 10, 2009, regarding your constituent’s concerns relating to

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this inquiry. If you have additional questions, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

DITH A. CANALES
dministrator
usiness and Cooperative Programs

1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250
Web: hitp:/fwww.rurdev.usda.qov

Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14% and
independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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Control Number: 5950156

USDA .&

=S Rural
Development

United States Department of Agriculture
Rural Development

Honorable Paul Ryan L

Member, United States House -
of Representatives

216 6™ Street

Racine, Wisconsin 53403

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter dated July 10, 2009, regarding your constituent’s concerns -

uestions, please

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this inquiry. If you have ad tionz
do not hesitate to contact me. ‘

Sincerely,

i . (el

[UDITH A ‘CANALES
dmmlst ator
usiness and Cooperatlve Programs_ .

1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250
Web: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov

Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14™ and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Ranking Member

Committee on Budget

U.S. House of Representatives

207 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-6065

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of December 17, 2009, cosigned by your colleagues, in which you urge
the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to take appropriate actions to reduce fraud, waste, and
abuse in the Federal crop insurance program through the re-negotiations of the Standard
Reinsurance Agreement (SRA) between the approved insurance providers and the USDA Risk
Management Agency (RMA).

The first draft of the new SRA for 2011 was issued by RMA on December 4, 2009, for industry
comment. It specifically addresses the concerns expressed in your letter through a number of
aggressive changes to the current SRA, including restructuring (enclosed).

We expect the changes incorporated in the first draft SRA, when finalized for the 2011
reinsurance year, will result in a much stronger crop insurance program—a program that will be
more responsive to farmers and ranchers, fair and reasonable to approved insurance providers,
and a good value for taxpayers.

Again, thank you for your letter. A similar letter is being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

UL A

Tho @ ack

Secretary

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer




Changes to the Current SRA and Restructuring
The following are the current changes to the SRA, including restructuring:

The Administrative and Operating (A&O) subsidy provided to approved insurance
providers to more closely align government expenditures with actual delivery costs, as
recommended in the Government Accountability Office (GAO) study of April 2009. The
restructuring uses a ten-year average price for major commodities to determine a
reference amount per policy for the A&O subsidy. This change will effectively “roll
back” the excessive A&O payments of the past few years caused by high commodity
prices to more reasonable levels;

The reinsurance fund for the program’s riskiest policies to ensure that all approved
insurance providers have a more significant stake in the outcome for these policies,
similar to private auto insurance. This change is expected to bolster program integrity
and reduce waste, fraud, and abuse;

The reinsurance fund for the program’s most profitable business so that approved
insurance providers can expect to earn reasonable underwriting gains, but not the
excesses of recent years. The Milliman study you cited in your letter provided

RMA with the analytical basis for determining a “reasonable” amount of underwriting
gains; and

The reinsurance fund for the most profitable business to include features that rebalance
underwriting performance across the country. The GAO study specifically attributes
excessive underwriting gains in certain States as the primary cause for incidences of
illegal rebating and other marketplace problems. At the same time, other areas of the
country with poor underwriting performance can lack sufficient service. The rebalancing
feature of the SRA contained in the first draft will reduce incentives in “over-served”
states to discourage the types of illegal activities cited in the GAO study while, at the
same time, provide increased incentives for more widespread program expansion in
underserved areas.
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

SEP 2 3 2010

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of July 26, 2010, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding
S. 1241 and H.R. 2031. I apologize for the delayed response.

Your letter states that the legislation would lessen the burden on small film crews by allowing
them to pay a reasonable annual fee to film on Federal lands. The bills would direct the
Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture to require annual permits and assess annual land use
fees of $200 for commercial filming on Federal lands involving a crew of five persons or fewer.
The bills also would allow a film crew to obtain an annual permit and pay a single land use fee
regardless of the number and location of shoots, film crew size, equipment used, resource
management needs, and length of filming.

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) testified at the April 28, 2010, hearing before the
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Public Lands and
Forests, that DOI could not support S. 1241. At that same hearing, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) also testified that it could not support S.1241. Like H.R. 2031, S. 1241
would inhibit DOI’s and USDA’s ability to manage Federal lands in the best interest of the
American people.

For the past 5 years, USDA has been coordinating with DOI to develop an interagency fee
schedule for commercial filming, which would be used nationally by both Departments on lands
under their respective jurisdiction. The proposed interagency fee schedule would create fee
categories for small film crews and would allow the agencies to retain the authority to issue and
condition permits to protect visitors and resources, while providing market value to the American
people for the use of Federal lands, as required by the commercial filming statute, 16 U.S.C.
AS07-6d. The proposed interagency fee schedule would be sensitive to the needs of small
businesses, especially important in these difficult economic times, by providing the option to
small film crews to pay a nominal daily or monthly fee to fit the specific needs of the film crew.
A single annual permit with a flat $200 annual fee, irrespective of the number and location of

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Page 2

shoots, film crew size, equipment used, resource management needs, or length of filming, as
proposed by S. 1241 and H.R. 2031, would not represent market value for the use of Federal
lands and would not be in the best interest of the American taxpayer.

The proposed fee schedule is currently undergoing internal clearance within DOI prior to its
publication in the Federal Register for public notice and comment. USDA plans to adopt this fee
schedule through its own rulemaking, thereafter; we look forward to continuing to work with you
on this issue.

Again, thank you for writing. A similar response is being sent to your colleagues.

Sincerely,

S —

Thom ilsack
Secretary



Control Number:; 6439232 '

‘@ongress of the United States
| Washington, BE 20515

July 26,2010

The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary

U.S: Department of Agticulture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack, :
' |

We are writing concerning companion pieces of legislation S. 1241, sponsored by
Senators Inhofe, Tester, Crapo, and Risch, and H.R. 2031, sponsored by Congressmen Boren,
Miller, Ryan, Ross, Putnam, Chaffetz, Courtney, and Young. These bills attempt to lessen the
burdens on small filming crews on public lands by amending Public Law 106-206 to simply
allow small crews to pay a reasonable annual fee to be able to film on public lands. These bills
are strongly supported by the Professional Outdoor Media Association and thirty-three
.sportsmen’s and conseryation: organiz’ationS’" : _
o Last Congress Gongressmen Boreniand Young led the work on this’ leglslatron o
1ntroducmg H.R. 5502 which received a li¢aring in the House Ndtural Resources Comm1ttee On

DRTRI E PO

Nr v

April.28; 2010 the Senate Subcommittee on: Publlc Land ‘and Forests of the Energy and Natural
Resources Commrttee held a hearing on S: 1241 R

At the April 28™ hearing, the Department of the Interior testified that it could not support
S 1241 and identified issues such as the neéed for federal land management’ agencres to be able to
manage commercial filming and know the locatlons and duration of filming projects, manage
disruption to other visitors of federal lands, ensure areas.are not overused, evaluate the
appropriateness of filming in certain areas, and further testified that commercial filming crews
may take advantage of the new special permit authorlzed in S. 1241 and H.R. 2031. Finally, the
Department testified that it may have limited staff available to monitor all the filming which may
occur and that $200 may not be sufficient reimbursement for the appropriate staff time involved
and administrative costs.- However the Department testified that it wrshed to work to address
these concerns.  f , -ip o Ty ety S BT R

Gy
i

.. We can.all agree that our nation’s public lands are a valuable natural resource, and the
‘ professronal outdoor media industry is a- valuable way to bring:awareness to our nation’s: ’
| resources through documentaries, sporting programs, and‘other: productlons Pubhc Law 106-
206 requlres the Department of the Interior and lthe Départmetit of Agriculture to establish a
permit and reasonable fee to commercially film'on federal lands, and it allows the Departments
to,recover costs associated with filming projects.

1

o
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S. 1241 and H.R. 2031 do not change the purpose of Public Law 106-206. Instead, these
bills attempt to address the inconsistent impleméntation of Public Law 106-206 on federal lands
for small filming crews which has been recognized by many small filming producers from
around the country.

The intent of S. 1241 and H.R. 2031 is not to remove the Department’s supervision of
filming on federal lands permits. We believe Public Law 106-206 was intended to primarily
provide the Department a way to permit major filming operations and the footprint they would
make on federal lands. We are simply interested in finding a way, statutorily or administratively,
to allow small filming crews to access federal lands through a more standardized manner for a
reasonable fee without being charged by the day and allow the Department to continue its
responsibility of maintaining our federal lands.

Recently, the Forest Service issued new interim guidance concerning filming in
wilderness areas, and it is working toward issuing permanent rules by the end of next year. This
seems like an appropriate opportunity to also review the Department of Agriculture’s
commercial filming rules on all lands subject to Public Law 106-206 to ensure consistency,
access, and reasonable costs for small filming crews.

We appreciate your attention to this matter and appreciate your prompt response.

Sincerely,




July 26, 2010
Page 3




Control Number: 6510574

Congress of the United States
TWashington, BEC 20515

October 1, 2010

The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

We are writing to express our concerns regarding the economic analysis for the
proposed rule, published in the Federal Register by the Grain Inspection, Packers and
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) on June 22, 2010, on the marketing of livestock and
poultry under the Packers and Stockyards Act.

In the 2008 Farm Bill, Congress directed the Department to promulgate a discrete
set of regulations under the Packers and Stockyards Act. However, in doing so, GIPSA
also included additional proposed regulations that greatly exceed the mandate of the Farm
Bill. Such a broad rule that extends so far beyond Congress’ direction in the Farm Bill
and that would precipitate major changes in livestock and poultry marketing requires a
vigorous economic analysis. The analysis contained in the proposed rule fails to
demonstrate the need for the rule, assess the impact of its implementation on the
marketplace, or establish how the implementation of the rule would address the
demonstrated need.

This proposed rule is sweeping in its scope and would have major consequences
in the marketing of livestock and poultry for producers and processors of all sizes. In
order for Congress and the public to evaluate this rule and its implications with full
transparency, a thorough economic analysis is necessary. Our constituents need this
analysis in order to participate in the rulemaking process in a meaningful way. We are
asking USDA’s Office of the Chief Economist to provide such an analysis, specifically
addressing the above concerns.

Your prompt response to this request will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

g!m C. Peterson Frank D. Lucas

(Garrely A

Randy Neugebauer

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

OCT 1 5 2010

The Honorable Paul Ryan

U.S. House of Representatives

1113 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4901

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of October 1, 2010, regarding the Department of Agriculture’s

Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration's (GIPSA) proposed rule published on
June 22, 2010. The proposed rule encompasses sections 11005 and 11006 of the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) and seeks to respond to concerns raised
by producers across the country about certain practices in the livestock marketplace.

The proposed rule has started a dialogue on a number of complex issues in the livestock and
poultry marketplace. The proposal is a first step in an important process that will include serious
consideration of the public comments and further cost-benefit analysis based on those comments.
Just as you do, I want a workable, feasible, and commonsense rule, which is why we extended
the comment period to 150 days to allow stakeholders additional time to comment on the
proposal.

You requested a comprehensive economic study of the proposed rule. Beyond the cost-benefit
analysis we have conducted for the proposed rule, we look forward to reviewing the public
comments to inform the Department if all factors have been properly considered, if or how
changes should be incorporated, and to aid more rigorous cost-benefit and related analyses
pursuant to the rulemaking process.

There are two requirements that outline the process for cost-benefit analyses in rulemaking.
Under Executive Order 12866, the issuing agency provides an assessment of the potential costs
and benefits of the regulatory action. Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, agencies consider
the impact of their regulatory proposals on small entities, analyze effective alternatives that
minimize small entity impacts, and make their analyses available for public comment. GIPSA
conducted both of these analyses, available on pages 35345 to 35349 of the Federal Register
notice or on GIPSA’s Web site.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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To ensure GIPSA has all relevant information and data to conduct further cost-benefit analysis,
GIPSA solicited specific comments in the proposed rule no fewer than eight times about aspects
of the proposal’s costs and benefits and their magnitudes. In addition to those solicitations,
GIPSA invited comments on potential unforeseen consequences of the proposed regulations, the
related magnitudes of expected costs and benefits, and whether all types of cost-benefit
categories had been considered.

Again, I appreciate your views and interest in the GIPSA proposed rule.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Vil
Secretary



‘Control Number: 6597557
PAUL RYAN

1ST DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON QFFICE:
1113 LONGWORTH House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4901
(202) 225-3031
Fax: (202) 225-3393

Conqresgs of the United States
House of Repregentatives
Washington, DL 20515—4901

TOLL-FREE: 1--888-909-RYAN (7926)
INTERNET: www.house.gov/ryan

November 30, 2010

Ms. Krysta Harden .
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for Congressional Relations
Office of Congressional Relations

United States Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20250-0002

Dear Ms. Harden:
[ was recently contacted by a constituent, June Kaplan of

_accompanying documents.

on her enclosed Privacy Act Release form and

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

RANKING MEMBER

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT

[ would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything can be
done - consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Ms. Kaplan by addressing her

comments and concerns.

Please address your response to my Kenosha office and reference my file number
436437. My Kenosha office address is 5455 Sheridan Road, Suite 125, Kenosha,
‘Wisconsin, 53140. Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent

Services Representative, Nathan Schacht, can be contacted at (262) 654-1901.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. I look forward to your timely

response.
Sin.
Paul Ryan
Member of Congress
Enclosure

JANESVILLE KENOSHA

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SouTH MaIN STREET, SUITE 10
JANESVILLE, WI 53545
(608) 752-4050 . Fax: {608) 752-4711

CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
5455 SHERIDAN ROAD, SUITE 125
KENOSHA, W1 53140
(262) 654-1901 . Fax: (262) 654-2156
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CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
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RAaciNg, WI 53403
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PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

3 AsT DISTRICT, WISCONSIN

RANKING MEMBER
- WAS FFICE
” B 4
" e o e Congregs of the United States ~ coumreEon
(202) 225-3031 ,
Fax. (202) 225-3393 House of Representatives SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH
TOLL-FREE: 1-888-909-RYAN (7926) Washington, DL 20515-4901

INTERNET: paulryan.house.gov SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT

Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form

Name: T :

Glen P crqR Child
I prefer to receive c%rres;ondence by E-mail (if provided above): YES __ NO 3

adaress:

E-Mail:

Social Security Number:“ Veteran’s Number:

Agency Involved: u s h A —— e
The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheet(s) if necessary)_____

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
e meenm - - -ANfOrmation from proper officials regarding the matter described sbove. Congressman Ryan.is. ... ...
authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Signed.:

Date: II/_/?/aclo-

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan
5455 Sheridan Road, Suite 125
Kenosha, WI 53140
Phone: (262) 654-1901
Fax: (262) 654-2156

*** Please note that the Privacy Act Release requires that you authorize access to your private records. Your
signature above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf.

JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 10 5455 SHERIDAN ROAD, SUITE 125 216 6TH STREET
JANESVILLE, W1 53545 KENOSHA, W 53140 RACINE, W1 53403

(808) 752-4050 . FAX: (808) 752-4711 (262) 654-1901 , FAX: (262) 654-2156 (262) 837-0510 . FAX: (262) 837-5689
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HOUSEHOLD
SIZE

For each add tamily |3

8.
For each add'l family
member, add

Authority: (42 U.S.C. 1758(b)(1))
Dated: March 22, 2009.
E. Enrique Gomez,
Acting Administrator.
{FR Doc. E9-6806 Filed 3~26—09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410~30~C

"DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Dixie National Forest; Tropic To Hatch
138kV Transmission Line Project,
Correction to Include Notice of Intent
To Amend the Bureau of Land
Management, Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument
Management Plan

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA and
Bureau of Land Management, USDIL.
ACTION: Correction to notice of intent.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section 102(2) of
the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969, 40 Code of Federal Regulations
{CFR) subparts 1500-1508, and 43 CFR
subpart 1610.5-5 {Planning
Regulations), notice is hereby given that
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM],
Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument intends to prepare an
amendment to the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
Effective from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010
REDUCED PRICE MEALS - 185 % FREE MEALS - 130 %
TWICE PER| EVERY Twol TWICE PER| EVERY TWO
ANNUAL NTH MONTH WEEKS | WEEKLY ANNUAL ] MONTHLY I MONTH Hi WEEKS llvEEKLY
48 CONTIGUOQUS STATES, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, GUAM, AND TERRITORIES

20,036 1,670, 835 771 355} 14,079 1,174 587 542 2n
26,955 2,247 1,124 1,037 519 18,941 1,579 790 728 368
33874] <2823 > 1412 1,303 652 23,803 1,984 992 918 458
40,793 3,400/ 1,700, 1,569 785 28,665, 2,389 1,195 1,103 552
47,712, 3,976 1,988 1.836 918 33,627 2,794 1,397 1,290] 645
54,631 4,553 2277 2,102 1,051 38,389 3,200/ 1,600 1,477 739
61,550 5,130 2.565 2,368 1,184 43,251 3.605 1,803 1.664 832
68,469 5,706 2,853 2,634 1,317 48,113 4,010 2,005 1,851 926

6,919 s77 289 267 134 4,862 405J zogi 187 94

ALASKA

25,031 2,086 1.043] 963 482 17,589] 1,466 733] 677] 339)
33,689 2,808 1.404 1,296 648 23,673 1973 987, 911 456
42,347 3,529/ 1,765 1,629 815 29,757 2,480, 1,240 1,145 573
51,005 4,251 2,126 1,962 981 35,841 2,987 1,494 1,379 690
59,663 4972 2,486 2295 1,148 41,925 3,494 1,747| 1.613 807,
68,321 5,694 2,847, 2,628 1,314 48,009 4,001 2,001 1,847 924
76.979 6,415 3,208 2,961 1,481 54,093 4,508 2,254 2,081 1,041
85,637 7137 3.569 3,294 1,647 60,177 5,015 2.508! 2,315 1,158

8,658 722 361 333 167] 6.084 507 254 234 117|

HAWAII

23,051 1,921 961 867) 444)] 16,198] 1350 675 623 312
31,006 2,584 1,292 1,193 597, 21,788 1,816 908, 838 419
38,961 3,247, 1,624 1,499 750, 27.378 2,282 1,141 1,03 527
46,916 3910 1,955 1,805 903 32,968 2,748 1,374 1,268 634
54,871 4573 2,287 2,111 1,056 38,558 3214 1,607 1,483 742
62,826 5236 2,618 2,417 1,209 44,148 3,679 1,840 1,698 849
70,781 5,899 2,950 2,723 1,362 49,738 4,145, 2,073 1,913 957
78,736 6.562 3,281 3,029/ 1515 55,328, 4611 2,306 2,128 1,084

7,955 663 332 | 308 153 5,590 466 233 215 10§‘

Management Plan (MMP) with an
associated environmental impact
statement (EIS) in cooperation with the
U.S. Forest Service as lead agency. The
Dixie National Forest published a
Notice of Intent in the Federal Register
to initiate this proposal on February 21,
2008, but did not include the BLM’s
Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument (GSENM) Notice of Intent
into its heading. The publication of this
Federal Register notice is to make the
public aware that this action also
applies to a possible land use plan
amendment to the MMP. Discussion of
the GSENM amendment was in the body
of the original Federal Register notice,
but was not evident in the title. The
public is now provided a second
opportunity to review and provide
comments on this possible amendment
to the BLM's MMP based on the
planning criteria identified in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION below.
DATES: Public comments should be
submitted in writing to the address
listed below within 30 days following
the publication of this notice in the
Federal Register.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
Paul Chapman, Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument, Tropic to
Hatch 138kV Transmission Line, BLM
Project Leader, 190 East Center, Kanab,

Utah 84741. E-mail: tropic_to_hatch_
transmission_line_eis_
comments@fs.fed.us. E-mailed
comments must be submitted in MS
Word {*.doc) or rich text format (*.rtf)
and should include the project name in
the subject line. Written comments may
also be submitted at the above address
during regular business hours of 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday.

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information-—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so. Comments may be published as
part of the EIS.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
Chapman, Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument project coordinator,
190 East Center, Kanab, Utah 84741 or
phone (435} 644—4309.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
Notice of Intent to amend the MMP
responds to a proposal from Garkane
Energy Cooperative to construct, operate
and maintain a 138 kilovolt (kV) electric
transmission line in Garfield County,


mailto:comments@fs.fed.us
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PRESERVATION _——_

SOLUTIONS
. PO.Box 937 + 980 Proctor Drive - Elkhorn, WI 53121
May 17, 2011 Phone: (262) 7236715 « Fax:(262) 723-4013
www.preservationsolutions.com

Congressman Paul Ryan'’s Office

Attention: Nate MAY € 0 RECD
5455 Sheridan Rd. Suite 125 ' '
Kenosha, WI 53140

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Preservation Solutions Inc. manufactures organ transplant
solutions for three of the four U.S. companies selling transplant solutions
to preserve kidney, livers, and pancreas. One of the major components of
the University of Wisconsin cold storage solution is lactobionic acid.

Preservation Solutions Inc. has been importing lactobionic acid
through Lonza Chemical, a Swiss company. The lactobionic acid actually
is produced and comes from India. Starting in January of 2011, we have
expcnenced delays at U.S. customs New York/Newark. Each shipment
"of lactobionic acid is being “held up” by customs because U.S.D.A. is
requiring a certification signed by a veterinarian who is an official of the
Indian government-it must be an original document- notanzed

This step delayed the January shipment until mid April. The
February shipment arrived 5-16-11.

. If this is a new U.S.D.A. requirement, and it is a permanent
requirement, the organ transplant solution community will experience
shortages starting in July 2011 or August 2011.

We must know what the rules are to allow PSI to work within the
rules and still provide the transplant solutions where and when they are

required.

Any information you can provide will be greatly appreciated.



http://www.preservationsolutions.com
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Control Number: GSﬁgbA
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United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

1400 Independence
Avenue, SW

Washington, DC
20250

o

JUN 27 201

The Honorable Paul Ryan

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
5455 Sheridan Road, Suite 125
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140

Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of May 23, 2011, on behalf of Mr. Gary Swanson, President of
Preservation Solutions Inc., regarding delays to shipments of lactobionic acid held during
agricultural quarantine inspections (AQI).

We appreciate Mr. Swanson’s interest in complying with Federal regulations and appreciate
the opportunity to respond. Our Agency of the Department of Agriculture regulates imports
of agricultural products to prevent the introduction of potentially devastating agricultural
diseases and pests into this country. The primary disease concern with regard to lactobionic
acid produced from India-origin bovines is foot-and-mouth disease, which could, if
introduced to the United States, cost millions of dollars in agricultural damage and
subsequent eradication efforts. Accordingly, animal products and by-products originating
from India are permitted entry only when accompanied by additional documentation and

an import permit stating that the product has been properg/ processed to destroy all disease
pathogens of concern. We wish to clarify that these regulations are not new.

We can help Mr. Swanson prevent future delays if he applies for a permit to import a
controlled material, organism, or vector into the Unitedp States by submitting Veterinary
Services Form 16-3 to our Agency’s National Center for Import and Export (NCIE).
Mr. Swanson can find information on how to apply electronically using our ePermits
system at the “Animal Health Permits” page ofp our Web site, www.aphis.usda.gov/
permits/index.shtml. We are also enclosing a document that details the entire ePermits
process. Should Mr. Swanson have additional questions, we encourage him to contact
Dr. Tracye Butler, Assistant Director of NCIE’s Import By-Products staff. Dr. Butler’s
telephone number is (301) 734-7476; her e-mail address is Tracye.R.Butler@aphis.

- usda.gov.

Because Mr. Swanson has expressed concerns about the handling of the January 2011
shipment, we are sending a copy of this letter to CBP officials. Should Mr. Swanson wish
to directly contact CBP to express his concerns, the telephone number for CBP’s Customer
Service Center (CSC) is 1-877-227-5511. The address is CSC, Office of Public Affairs,
CBP, DHS; 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW; Washington, DC 20229. ‘

We hope this information is helpful.
Sincerely,

Gregory L. Parham

Administrator

Enclosure

’ Ap“ls Safeguarding American Agriculture
——-/ APHIS is an agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer


http:usda.gov
mailto:Tracye.R.Butler@aphis
http:www.aphis.usda.gov

sControl*Number: 6835445

Instructions for Using the USDA-APHIS e-Permits System

As part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) overall eGovernment initiative to
transform and enhance the delivery of its programs, services, and information, the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) launched its new electronic permitting system
(ePermits) in April 2006. ePermits is a Web-based tool that gives customers the ability to apply
for a permit,.check its status, and view it online. Initial capability within the system allows
applicants to submit applications, track status, and receive permits online. Many permits are
processed through this system.

To access the online applications, you first need a Level 2 eAuthentication account, this is a
process to confirm your identity. Please follow the 1nstruct10ns below to.establish an
eAuthentication account. :

e Goto http://www.eauth.egov.usda.,(zov/

e Click on “Create an Account” and then “Level 2 access." A form will come up that you
need to fill out and submit — the information you provide should match the information
on your government-issued photo ID. Remember that you, as an individual, are being
certified.

e You will need to choose a user ID and password (take note of it somewhere in case you
forget).

e Then click on “Service Centers” in the upper right hand corner on the gray menu bar. An
interactive map of the U.S. will appear (give it some time, it is a huge file).

¢ Click on your state, then your county and surrounding counties, to find the service center
closest to you.

e Call and make arrangements to have a Local Registration Authority look at your ID and
verify your identity. They will put a code into the account that you created when you

filled out the form.

e When you arrive back at your home or office you w1ll receive an email that tells you to
activate your account,

e Read all correspondence from eAuthentication carefully and follow the instructions.

e You are ready to go to the Permit page located at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/permits/index.shtml.

e Click on the application that applies to your situation and submit online!


http://www.aphis
http:http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov

[f you have queétions about the eAuthentication process, the Information Technology Services
staff is available to assist you. The telephone number is 800-457-3642; the e-mail address is
eAuthHelpDesk@ftc.usda.gov. - : :


mailto:eAuthHelpDesk@ftc.usda.gov
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Congressman

PAUL RYAN

Serving Wisconsin’s First Congressional District

JANESVILLE CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 South Main Street, Suite 10
Janesville, Wl 53545
“Phone: (608) 752-4050
Fax: (608)752-4711

Fax TRANSMITTAL

DATE: X!W\J‘
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PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
15t DiISTRICT, WisconSIN CHAIRMAN
WASHINGTON OFFICE: -
2 e sz ¢ Congress of the Tnited States WSSMMITTEE ON
{202) 225-3031 ,
Fax: (202) 225-3393 i!anuﬁe of BReprwmtatlhtﬁ
AT, sounnnouse o TWiashington, BE 20515-4901

August 8, 2011

Ms. Suzanne Palmieri

Acting Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture

209A Whitten Building

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20250

VIA FAX:
Decar Ms. Palmieri:
1 was recently contacted by a constituent, Mr. Ryan Dover of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, regarding

the matter as detailed on his enclosed Privacy Act Release form and accompanying documents.
Please note that Mr. Dover serves as owner of LocalGrown LLC.

I would appreciate it if you would look into this matter to determine if anything can be done -
consistent with all laws and regulations — to assist Mr. Dover with his requests and suggestions.

Please address your response to my Janesville office at 20 South Main Street, Suite 10. Janesville,
Wisconsin, 33545. Should you have any questions about this request, my Constituent Services
Representative, Susie Liston, can be contacted at (608) 752-4050.

JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE
CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER CONSTITUENT SERVICES CENTER
20 SouTH MaiN STREET, SUITE 10 5455 SHERIDAN ROAD, SUITE 125 216 6TH STREET
JanesviLe, Wi 53545 KeNOSHA, W1 53140 RaciNE, W1 53403
(608) 752-4050 . Fax: (608) 752-4711 (262} 654-1901 . Fax: (262) 654-21568 {262) 637-0510 . Fax: {262) 637-568%

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER


http://paulrvBn.house.gov

608-752-4711

02:07:44 p.m. 08-10-201

Again, thank you for your assistance in this matter. 1 Jook forward to your timely response.
rely,

f

Paul Ryan
Member of Congress

Attachment

3/10
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PAUL RYAN COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
15T DISTRICT. WISCONSIN ChArmAN
\!A.‘MINI'JC'EQFF[;E
123stonewonmtiouse orecebuone — (Comnress of the Wnited States  COMMITTEE ON_
{202) 225-3031 . y L .
Fax: (202) 225-3393 PHouse of Pepresentatives
TOLL-FREE: 1-8868-000-RYAN (7926) Washington, BE 20515-4901

INTERNET: paulryan.house.gov

Privacy Act Release/Casework Request Form

Name: Ryan Dover, LocalGrown LLC E-mait: (I
I prefer to receive correspondence by E-mail (if provided above): YES _ X NO

Address: _
Ciy: IS Swre: @) Zip Code: @@ Dare of Birth: S

Phone (Home).__ (Cell): _—_ (Work): 414-459-1890

Social Security Number: Veteran’s Number. __NA

Agency Involved: USDA

The Problem Is: (attach an additional sheei(s) if necessary)

See attached

**Privacy Act Release**

I request and authorize U.S. Representative Paul Ryan to act on my behalf and to receive
information from proper officials regarding the maticr described above. Congressman Ryan is
authorized by me to receive on my behalf all correspondence and information about my case.

Please return this completed form to:
Congressman Paul Ryan
20 South Main Street. Suite 10
Janesville, WI 53545
Phone: (608) 752-4050
(toll-free in Wisconsin — 1-888-909-RYAN (7926)
Fax: (608) 752-4711

*** Please note that the Privacy Act Relense requires that you authorize sccess to your private records. Your
signuture above will enable Congressman Ryan to make the necessary inquiries on your behalf,

JANESVILLE KENOSHA RACINE
CatsaNTUEHT SERVITES CENTES ConsNTUENT STAVISES CENTER CINRIITLINT SERUCES CLUTER
Mari STREEY Sinte 10 5455 SnEmpan RHA0, Sinte 125 DEGTS N7
Janzsvite W153585 KEXQSHA, W] 53140 Remune. Wislach
{6081 752.4050 . F." 1608 752.4711 [262) 654-1501 . Fx. (262) 654-2156 (262) 6370510 . F2: (262) 6375639
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Listdn, Susie
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From: Ryan Dover [ryan@localgrown.co)

Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 3:52 PM

To: brein@nifa.usda.gov

Subject: AFRI Systems and Technology Program || Grant Submittal Confirmation
Brad -

Please call or email me with any questions or comments regarding our application or project in general. | would
be (very) happy to either talk or meet with you and the Systems and Technology Team to go over the design,
features, and benefits of our system in greater detail.

Thank you again for the opportunity -

Ryan Dover

LocalGrown

P.O. Box 876

Lake Geneva, WI 53147
P: (414) 459-1890

C: (262) 325-0366

E: rdover@localgrown.co
www.localgrown.co

Eat. Drink. Be Local.

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook



mailto:ryan@localgrown.co
http://www.localgrown.co

Control Number: 6928751

o

United States

Department of

Agriculture

Research:

Education, and AUG 2 9 20"

Economics

National institute The Honorable Paul Ry an

f\;ﬁzg{,f;:d U. S. House of Representatives
00 Indeoend 1233 Longworth House Office Building

1400 Independence .

Avenue SW Washington, D.C. 20515

Washinrgton, DC

20250 Dear Congressman Ryan:

Thank you for your letter of August 8, 2011, addressed to Ms. Suzanne Palmieri, Acting
Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations, regarding a

We understand that the Federal grant application process seems complex to those who are
new to it. Accordingly, NIFA offers as much information and support to its grant
applicants as possible. For example, NIFA offers grantsmanship workshops several
times a year to potential applicants. It also maintains a help desk to provide quick advice
to applicants, and publishes contact information for NIFA program staff in all RFA’s to
make it easier for applicants to get answers to their questions. Please encourage

Mr. Dover to consider applying to the AFRI program next year.

USDA is zn squal opporiunily provider and emplover.




The Honorable Paul Ryan
Page 2

Again, thank you for your letter and for your interest in USDA programs.

Sincerely,

Chavonda Jacobs -Young, Ph
Acting Director

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




Control Number: 7349224

Congress of the NMnited States
Washington, ¢ 20515

July 20, 2012

The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

On July 19, 2012, Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker wrote requesting that you declare 23
Wisconsin counties agricultural disaster areas as a result of production losses caused by severe
drought. We respectfully request that you immediately approve that request.

Drought conditions have caused significant crop damage throughout the state. By declaring
these counties disaster areas, farmers in the impacted counties will be eligible for emergency
loans administered by the Unites States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service
Agency (FSA). This financial assistance is necessary to ensure that agricultural operations and
family farmers in Wisconsin are able to manage these severe losses.

While southern Wisconsin has been hardest hit by the extreme drought, its impacts are being felt
throughout the state. Forecasts continue to indicate low precipitation and high heat into the near
future, increasing the likelihood of extreme drought conditions extending across most of the
state. If conditions continue to deteriorate and additional counties are added to the Governor’s
request, we ask that you quickly expedite their approval.

Local IFSA offices have begun to receive producer requests for the release of Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres for emergency haying and grazing. Many counties have already
reached the D2 drought threshold on the U.S. Drought Monitor, thereby qualifying them to apply
for the emergency grazing designation, while others have achieved the D3 drought threshold,
thereby qualifying them to apply for the emergency haying designation. These requests will be
made by the Wisconsin FSA Executive Director and we ask that you quickly review and approve
these requests as soon as possible.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of these requests. If you would like more information,
please feel free to contact our delegation. We look forward to working with you on this
important issue.

Sincerely,
#F =,
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Tammy Baldwiti Herb Kohl

ember of Congress United States Senator



Tom Petri
Member of Congress
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Ron Kind
Member of Congress
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Paul Ryan i
Member of Congress

Sean | \(Z 7 ﬂ
Membel of Cong

Cc: Scott Walker, Governor of Wisconsin
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Gwen Moore/ 7
Member of Contiress
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Reid Ribble ~
Member of Congress

- v

F. Mnes Sensenbrenner, Jr.
Member of Congress

Ron }Jhnson
United States or

Brad Ptaff, Wisconsin Executive Director, Farm Service Agency



Control Number: 7363877

MIKE JOHANNS
NEBRASKA

¥

404 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
(202) 224-4224
(202) 228-0436 Fax
{202) 228-4285 TTY

Anited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 19, 2012

The Honorable Tom Vilsack

Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washington, DC 20250

Secretary Vilsack,

Dupof 134 10>

COMMITTEES:
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND
FORESTRY

BANKING, HOUSING AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

INDIAN AFFAIRS
VETERANS' AFFAIRS

In recent weeks, drought conditions have continued to worsen throughout the Midwest.

The lack of significant rainfall has resulted in increasingly challenging conditions for Nebraska’s

farmers and ranchers. As of today, farmers and ranchers in every county in Nebraska are facing

drought conditions.

And, more than 75 percent of the state is in a state of severe drought.

Unfortunately, the weather forecasts predict little relief from the high temperatures and little
moisture in the days ahead. '

I understand that the Nebraska State Farm Service Agency (FSA) has requested a
Secretarial Disaster Designation for 58 counties. As you know, this designation can ensure that

farmers and ranchers in these counties are eligible for low-interest emergency loans.

Thus, 1

urge you to act promptly on this and other similar requests in the days and weeks ahead.

Additionally, I appreciate the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s efforts to streamline the
authorization of emergency haying and grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land.

In particular, this will help provide some relief to our livestock producers.

Currently, 69 of

Nebraska’s counties have been approved for emergency haying and grazing of CRP. I ask you to
consider approving the rest of the state for this much needed relief.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of the Secretarial Disaster Designation request.

LincoLn OFFICE
287 FEDERAL BuILDING
100 CENTENNIAL MALL NORTH
LincoLn, NE 68508
(402) 476-1400
Fax: (402) 476-0605

Very truly yours,

Mike Johanns
United States Senator

KeARNEY OFFICE
4111 FOURTH AVENUE
SuITE 26
KeARNEY, NE 68845
(308) 236-7602
Fax: (308) 236-7473

Omana OFFICE
9900 NICHOLAS STREET
SuUITE 326
Omana, NE 68114
(402) 758-8981
Fax: (402) 758-9165

If I may be of assistance to you or a member_of your staff, please do not hesitate to contact my . _
office at 202-224-4224.

ScoTTsBLUFF OFFICE
115 RAiLWAY STREET
SuiTe C102
ScoTTsBLUFF, NE 69361
{308} 632-6032
Fax: (308) 632-6295





