SAMPLE TEMPLATE


Determination & Findings for Inclusion of Options 

Solicitation Number:  { Insert number }

Project:  {Insert title}

FAR Subpart 17.2 prescribes procedures for the use of options.  In sealed bidding and negotiated contracts, the contracting officer may include options when it is in the Government’s interest.
Purpose:  The D&F for the inclusion of options is for the proposed contract action for {Insert the project title} for the {Insert the customers agency,  division, and/or office}.
1. Contract Type: The Government intends to award a {Insert the contract type and/or contract}.  
2. Rationale for Inclusion of Option:  {Insert a brief explanation why the option(s) will be needed for the proposed contract action}.
3. Option Performance Period:  {List the base and each option year, showing the mm/dd/yy of the beginning and ending dates  for  each performance period}.
4. Notification to Exercise Options:  Each option will be a separately priced line item(s) for the period to be exercised. The Government will have the option to extend the effective period of performance under this contract for {Insert number} years, as noted above.  A written preliminary notice of the Government’s intent to exercise the option will be provided to the contractor {Insert the number} days prior to expiration of the contract.  The Government may exercise an option by issuing a modification unilaterally within {Insert number} days prior to expiration of the contract performance period..  This is considered adequate lead-time in order to assure continuous performance. Notwithstanding the notice of intent, the Government is not obligated to exercise the option if funding is not authorized.
5. Synopses of Options:  {Explain the synopsis or posting details of the options}. 
6. Evaluation of Options:  The option quantity may be considered in the evaluation for award based on the following:
(a) There is a known requirement that exceeds the basic quantity to be awarded, but due to the unavailability of funds, the option(s) cannot be exercised at the time of award of the basic contract;
(b) The Government is likely to exercise the option(s); and
(c) There is reasonable certainty that funds will be available later to permit exercise of the option.

Based upon the information provided above, I hereby determine it to be in the best interest of the Government to include the option years identified in the solicitation/contract.

     {Signature of Contracting Officer}__ 

______________
{Print Contracting Officer’s Name}


  Date
Contracting Officer
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