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Contractual Issues Related to e-Travel Initiative

Under the leadership of the Office of the Chief Financial Officer (OCFO), Department of Agriculture (USDA) staff offices and agencies will begin transitioning to a new travel system, known as “e-Travel.”  Existing task orders for travel management center services will begin expiring at the end of December 2004, with the remaining orders expiring over the period up to and including August 2005.  Contracting Officers are not to renew or extend these existing orders; the General Services Administration contracts against which these orders were issued are ending.

The e-Travel transition consists of two parts.  First, there will be a “bridge” solution until the e-Travel system is ready for a phased roll-out in each agency.  The Office of Procurement and Property Management’s Procurement Operations Division (OPPM/POD) will handle the contracting centrally for both the e-Travel bridge solution and final implementation.  Agencies are not authorized to pursue their own task orders for either of the e-Travel processes.  

OCFO is providing details on how the bridge solution will operate through a series of meetings with agency and staff office Travel Policy User Group (TPUG) representatives, as well as through information provided under separate cover.  TPUG members have details on the e-Travel migration schedule, should that information be needed.

Contracting questions regarding the e-Travel program should be directed to Richard Storie, Contracting Officer, OPPM/POD, at (202) 720-3211or via e-mail at richard.storie@usda.gov.  Questions regarding the overall e-Travel Program in USDA should be directed to Paul Hoffmann, in the Credit, Travel and Grants Policy Division, OCFO, at (202) 720-1181.
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